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MESSAGE BY LT GBWa ! | SHERGILL, PVSM[P
CHAIRMAN MILITARY LITERATURE FESTIVAL ASSOCIAT

The past three years have been eventful for-gg@ategy and warfare. It is interesting how past geographical
theories are playing a vital role in the present. In 1924, Sir Halford John Mackinder, a geographer, considered
the area from the eastcoastof Ad (2 (GKS ¢6SaidSNYy LI NI 2F wdzaail G2
KAalu2NRBTQ (KS LlRraadaSaarzy 2F 6KAOK g2dzZ R O2y iNRft 0
Central Asian states, China, North Korea and Iran that control thelbtedstitched together with the rail,

road, maritime and digital SiRoadsand all the resources within. India separated by the Himalayas lies in
0KS WLYYSNI / NBaOSyidQ 2F GKS | SIEINItFYyR®

On the other hand, Nicholas John Spykman, an Amepohtical scientist, almost a contemporary for Sir
Halford Mackinder, who was Professor of International Relatiorv&ast Universitypne of the founders of

the classicalealist school in American f8rA 3y L2 f A 0& Ff a2 1yz26y | ax lj
0St ASOPSR GKIG GKS O2yGNRBf 2F GKS WwAYflIYyRIQ (K
the world. India with its peninsula jutting into the Indian ocean and its Andaman antb&ti Islands, occupy
a geacstrategic position in the Indian Ocean but lack a credible blue water navy. China has the largest navy in
the world and Russia, the largest submarine fleet.

KS |

The soup of warfare has been filled by control of Land, Sea and Air and added to this now are the modern
ingredients of electronic warfare, electrnagnetic warfare and space warfare stirred with, a spoon of
AYF2NXYIEGAZ2Y & NF I NBwith dnincrédibly fasydedisiort cicle.aTBeSgbgE ofdMarfie hasl B
increased to hundreds of kilometres and the tactical, operational and strategic divisions almost merging as
2ySo {2YS &l é& WIiKS ylFddz2NBE 2F 61 N KI NSOKISYESRSRI g R
weapons and technology. As Sun Tsu hastbaidthe war best one is a victory without fighting

From the earliest of times battles and campaigns have been won by defeating an opposing general; wars
have been won by defeating an opposing king, emperor or head of state. Alexander the Great had won

Persia but won its peoples only when it was known fatius the Second was dead. After the Great War,
22NIR 2INLZ AG o61-ad alFAR Al KFER 0SSy GKS Wgl N G2
formation of the League of Nations and after the Second World War, the United Nations and sindi¢hen

world has seen several and bloodiest wars till today. It was felt that the extinction of cities like Dresden,
Nagasaki and Hiroshima that had nothing to do with war effort would never be repeated; hioiwever

happening in the world today. India stood alone in its war aims of the 1965Ra#éd/Nar, where it was
A0FGSR GKIGS LRLZAFGA2y OSYyGNBa 62df R y230 0S8 o62VYo
thousands of kilometres away, warfarasibecome impersonal and increasingly savagé.S Wg I NNJA 2 N
alRfte 0S02YS | WlAffSNWQ
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United States of America, Russia and China are the greatest powers, the lions of the world; and India, a rising
power. The armed forces of India have always been known for their allegiance to the Constitution and as a
WolyR 2F ONROGKSHEQ(G & Krdi HENBSHEKEE WY RAT A& NRAAY S
LINE RdzOG YR Y2NB 423 Ay Aidla YSYOSNBKALI AYy . wL/ &aod
Indians below the poverty level. It is hoped that all Indians, likeritsed forces, will begin to believe that

Wdzy AGle Aada AGNBYy3IIGKOQ LYRALF ySBEEmMMANASYRAE YR KI &

WlLhb{ 1!'+9 bh CwLO9b5{3 hb[, ![[LO9{ ¢h C99:!
/7
-
‘e )

Lt GenTSWa | &hecyill PVSM, Pb
Chairman Military Literature Festival Association
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Military literature encompasses a wide range of genres, from fiction and poetry to ni
fiction and memoirs. Military literature tells the stories of war and valour. It prepare:
the citizens for conflicts in the society and between nations.

Military Literature Festivals (MLF) brings together experts and provide a platform fo
the citizens to catch up on issues Military. We are into the 9" Edition of MLF
Chandigarhlt is noteworthy that MLF Chandigarh imanaged by a team of volunteers
¢ pro bono.

The canvas is large. In addition to the routine festivities glorifying military hardware,
singing and dancing on popular folklores, exhibitions and food courts, there will be
serious discussions on the ongoing conflicts, geostrategy and geopolitical issues
concerning the region and the world.

The panellists have been chosen from among the experts. Theldariers of
ParliamentVeteran Officers, Serving Officers, ProfessmJournalist who are
specialists of their subjects.

This is thdourth edition ofouNAnkual Book on Strategg | SNA .G 3SQ
The central theme of thbookis based orthe following issues:

§ Operation SINDOORE SYLJX A FA SR L Yy Rdevi€d diesparises (i
fully integrated multidomain operations (MDO), blending land, air, sea, cybe
space, and information warfare into a unified campaign.

Space & CybefThe New High Grounds

LYRALF Qa &dzo O2 Y isshafegty ltscenaf? catdstedbardee
and civilizational depthThe art of Schwerpunkt (strategic focus) in the Indian
context demands decisive, mutfbmain concentration of force across terrain,
narrative, and timing.

f A Strategic Analysisf the RaviSutlej CorridorL Y RA I Qa 2 S&a0SN
Influence and Vigilanc@ strategic hinge, a civilizational buffer, and a multi
R2YIl Ay FdzZf ONMzY Ay LYRAIFQ&a ¢6SaidSNy

1 Celebratingthe Diamond Jubilee of the 1965 Indo Pak Wak Salute to Grit,
Strategy, and Unity

Happy Reading.

Soora so Pehchaniye jo lade deen ke heth,
purja purja kat mare kabu na shade khet.

Only he is brave who fights for the cause of the poor and for the justice of everyone. He may
be cut into pieces and may be killed, but he should and would never leave the battlefield.
Guru Gobind Singh



OPERATIONISINDO®OR
A Lantmarki Transitiomibhe Art of War

SAWAINALACAMP,

j MUZAFFARNEAD .~
SYEDNAEILAL CAMP, oD Lﬂﬂ

MIUZAFFARARST

Srinagar . .
RIS '%fkr;“&—[.w (Colonel Vikram Singh, Retd)
caNplRGTL @y SamALACA. . — . E—
moo s India stands today at a critical inflexion point in military
e D)k cue. evolution. Threats transcend traditional domains, spilling into
0 cyber, space, and informatiorealms, demandingpeed,
ititne integration, and convergenceDperation Sindooiis a landmark
gy Ay GKA& GNIyaFz2NXNIFGA2yI NBTF
o SiGpmgr bold experimentation and transition fromlomain specific
st Lan, : operationsto amulti-domain operational philosophy
Newbelhi

Context: Thig"Need for MukDomainWarfare

The modern battlespace fhuiid, ambiaﬂ‘SUs, and hybridClear frontlines are rare, and adversaries employ
cyber disruption, information warfare, gregone coercion, and psychological operations long before kinetic
engagement. Recent conflicts, such as RgsBieaine, underscore howrones, cyber strikes, and narrative
warfare can shape outcomes on par with conventional forces.

For India, this presents specific challenges:
9 ChinaA y G S3INI GS&a OeoSNE St SOlInEligentSer I NIRI NMB.& OS2 Gl NN§
1 Pakistanemploys hybrid tactias terror proxies, disinformation campaigns, and cyber disruption.
1 Nonstate actorsexploit digital vulnerabilities to influence operations and execute attacks.

Operation Sindoowas conceived as a deliberate leap: not merely to rehearse jointness, ualittate a
doctrine of Integrated MulttDomain Operations (MDQjapable of compressing decision cycles and achieving
convergence across domains.

Key Features of Operation Sindhoor: The operation unfolded as phased, multidomain exercise
integrating land, air, sea, cyber, and space.

Phase I: Intelligence Dominance
1 ISR networks including satellites, UAVs, AWACS, and ground radaust a comprehensive
operational picture.
1 Cyber teams disrupted adversary communications, generataigital fog.
1 Electronic Warfare (EW) strikes blinded radars and command links, reinforced by deception
operations.

Phase Il: Integrated Offensive Surge
1 Armoured manoeuvres advanced under UAV coverage and precision air support.
1 Alenabled targeting optimised artillery and air strikes.
1 Naval task forces executed longnge precision fires coordinated with space assets.
1 A unified digital backbone ensured secuegency-sensitive battlefield cohesion

Phase IlI: Sustainment and Resilience
1 Predictive logistics and autonomous ground convoys maintained operational tempo.
1 Cyber red teams continuously test network resilience.
1 Drones executed critical forward resupply, reducing human exposure.

1 Strategy & Heritage



Integrated Battlespace Management Grid (IBM@&ymed the operational nerve centre, fusing-sgrvice
inputs into actionable feed#\l-driven decision aidgrovided predictive insights, compressing the sersor
shooter loop and enabling tempo dominance.

Strategic Lessons

Operation Sindoor validated several key principles:

f Convergence is transformativeJointness coordinates; convergence fuses efforts into a single,
adaptive operational web.

1 Nonkinetic effects are decisiveCyber, EW, and information operations shape the environment even
before kinetic action.

1 Space is the high groundResilient space assets proved indispensable for ISR, communications, and
targeting.

1 Human leadership remains decisiv®lission command, cognitive agility, and decision speed were
tested alongside technology.

1 Doctrinal orientation matters:The operation confirmed the shift from reactive defencetoactive,
pre-emptive engagement

Recommendations for Future lterations

1 Integration of Quantum CommunicatiorDevelop satellitdbasedQuantum Key Distribution (QKD)
for secure triservice links. Validatqguantum-resistant algorithmsunder simulated nexgeneration
cyber threats. Conduct war games incorporatipg@ntum-secure communication drills

 Artificial Intelligence with Ethical SafeguardEstablisnad ! L Ay / 2 Y odefidig reR € NRX y
for autonomous lethal system£reateethical Al testing cellfo anticipate escalatory riskgrain
commanders to integratbuman judgment with Al precision

1 Expansion of CrosBomain Information OperationsConduct coordinateghsy-ops and diplomatic
messagingfor consistent strategic signallindemploy Al-driven OSINTto detect and counter
misinformation. Controlled media engagement to reinforce public confidence and deterre
credibility. a/]

1 CyberReserve Force and Civil Partnershipaiild aCyberReserve Forcef IT professionals, ethice
hackers, and Al expertfntegrate universities and stattps into exercises to enhance reabrid [_
operational innovationEstablish secure frameworks fawil-military collaboration.

1 Resilient Space Architecturéddeploymicro and nanesatellite constellationsfor redundancy and E
continuous ISRJtiliseHAPS and UAV platfornes resilient overlaysnvest inhardening and orbital
manoeuvrabilityto counter ASAT threats.

1 Multi-Theatre Integration and Indigenous Defence Networlkstablisiregional theatre commands
with multi-domain plugins.Create dNational Multi-Domain Fusion Centre (NMDFGj crossservice
coordination. Build a fully indigenous digital backbone reducing dependency on foreig
hardware/software.

1 Cognitive Warfare and Human Dimensioiirain commanders imeuro-cognitive resilienceand
decision psychologyExpand wagaming to test leadership undeambiguity and highpressure
scenarios9 Y0 SR tulfuRiAnar@téesinto information and deterrence strategies.

\
Y
W DD D
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Towards a Doctrinal Framework

1 Codify MulttDomain Deterrencetntegrate cyber, space, information, and conventional domains into
national doctrine.

1 Develop Hybrid Contingency Templatd3re-plan operational responses to border incursions, cyber
disruptions, and gregone threats.

1 Institutionalise Multi-Domain PMECultivate leaders fluent in both legacy and emerging domains
through professional military education.

Implications for Strategic Deterrenc®peration-{ A Y R2 2 NJ Sy KlétefrénSedby-denjaRpastu@ i

1 Compresses decision cycles, denying adversaries exploitable seams.

1 Seamlessly fuses domains, projecting credible escalation control.

9 wSIadadzaNBa ffASad 2F LYRAIFIQa&a 2eiddddd GA2y It Y dzNR
The Human FactgrSustaining the EdgeTechnology amplifies capability, bbuman intellect remains

decisive Operation- Sindoor highlighted:

1 Mission command as a force multiplier.
1 Cognitive agility and initiative as critical to success.
1 Civitmilitary collaboration to strengthen operationa

Future exercises must continue to invest in: i {’
1 Joint leadership pipelingsblending service cultures. :
1 Cognitive agility trainingunder highstress ambiguity. . -
¢ Civikmilitary partnerships harnessing national talent pools.

Key Highlights

1 Transition from Jointness to Convergenc&rmy, Navy, and Air Force manoeuvres fused with cyber
and space operations for retime intelligence, synchronised strikes, and narrative dominance.

1 Phased Executionintelligence dominance, offensive surge, and sustainment & resilience ensured
operational cohesion.

1 Digital Command ArchitecturdBMG enabled redime fusion across services with Al decision aids.

1 Kinetic and NorKinetic ConvergenceCyber and EW shaped the environment before kinetic
engagement; information operations reinforced deterrence.

1 Space as High Groun@rbital surveillance and decentralised command nodes enhanced resilience
against ASAT threats.

Future Pathways

1 Quantum Communication: Satellitebased secure links and
unbreakable encryption.
1 Al-Ethics FrameworkHuman oversight in autonomous systems.
1 Information Dominance: Expand crosborder information
operations and OSINT exploitation.
1  CyberReserve Forcdntegration of civilian IT and Al experts.
1 Resilient Space Architecturdicro-satellite constellations and HAPS
for redundancy.
1 Cognitive Warfare TrainingBuilding resilience against psychological
and information operations.

3 Strategy & Heritage




Conclusion

Operation Sindoor is atrategic declaration2 ¥ LY RAF Q&  NXEdonkamn yartark, blEr@ing Y dzt
indigenous technology, convergent doctrine, and adaptive leadership. Yet, this is the beginning of a
continuous, iterative process Future iterations must institutionalise quantugecure communications,

ethical Al frameworks, resilient space networks, cyber reserves, and cognitive warfare training. By doing so,
India can cultivate a doctrine @re-emptive, convergent and resilient warfarestrengthening deterrence,
reassuring allies, and signalliyt F RGSNEF NASAa (GKFdG LYRAIF A& thuBdJ NBR
dominate them with precision, speed, and convergence of effe€hecrimson hue of Operation Sindoor

thus becomes more than symbolisnit is a mark oheritage, resilience, and transformatich a A 3y A ¥e Ay 3
leap into the age of convergent warfare.

Colonel Vikram Singh (Retdn Indian Army veteran of nearly 30 years in the Armoured
Corps. An accomplished defence analyst, he has authored numerous articles in leading
newspapers and magazines. Currently pursuing a PhD in Psychology, he blends operational
experience with academic pspective to explore leadership, decisioraking, and
emerging threats.

MEANS
ACTORS

/A USSR ¢ W | HARD AND SOFT
STATE , . DOMAIN . POWER

NON STATE : ' : | CYBER CONVENTIONAL
STATE : - WARFARE S AND NON
SPONSORED ; B / NN CONVENTIONAL E:

"We are no longer fighting in sildSperation Sindoodemonstrated our abilityo wage coordinated
multi-domain warfare that is technologically advanced and strategically calibtated
General Anil Chauhan, Chief of Defence S

O DD D

4 Strategy & Heritage



OP{ Lb5hhwY Lb5L! Q{DOMAINWAREAREh a

(Akshita Vishal)

hild {AYR22NJ adltyRa a I KAAG2NRO AyFESOGAz2y LRAYID
into the era of MultiDomain Warfare (MDW). Executed in May 2025, following the heinous Pahalgam terror
attack, the operation not only sent a disive signal to those orchestrating violence across borders but also
NEBRSTAYSR LYRAI Qa RSTSyOS ahgtiedpatadd lofger bBonfindd & lawd2afdS NJ/
air, but extending across sea, cyber, space, and the cognitive doGenmesis 60Op Sindoor:

9 The operation was conceived as a mplbnged retaliatory strike against militant infrastructure
situated both along the Line of Control (LoC) and deep inside Pakistan. Triggered by terror strikes
GKIFIG OfFAYSR Ayy20Sy( fest@idtaOp SigdRor WiaS @eiichiBusly. Y RA I Q&
planned and executed by the integrated might of the Army, Navy, and Air Force, coordinated
through a unified command and control structure.

T LYRAIQA AyGSttAaSyOS 3SyOASa LXFeSR I LAG20Gl f
YySdzi N} f ATSR 6AGK adzNHAOIf LINBOA&AAZ2Y YR YAYAYL
ability to convert intelligence into redime actiort a criical hallmark of a modern muldomain
campaign.

Multi -Domain Warfare: Beyond Kinetics

What set Operation Sindoor apart was its seamless orchestration across all domains. Earlier conflicts relied
primarily on kinetic actiorts air strikes, land advances, artillery barragdsit Op Sindoor synchronized
kinetic and norkinetic effects, reflectinghe essence of MukDomain Warfare.

 CyberWarfar® LYy RAI Q& O20SNJ) dzyAitda adz0O0SaaFdzZ £ & RAA&N:
communication networks, and disabled key data gri€@NX LILX Ay 3 (GKS I ROASNEI
awareness and delaying response times.

1 Space OperationsSatellitebased surveillance and targeting enabled +tale reconnaissance,
precision strikes, and synchronized troop movements. Integration of space assets shortened the
sensorto-shooter loop, giving India a decisive edge.

1 Information and Cognitive Warfarelnformation dominance became a weapon of its own. India
controlled the narrative domestically and internationally, ensuring transparency of intent while
undermining enemy morale and propaganda. Psychological and perception management operations
shapedg@@ 0 f 2 LAYy Xagoyr Ay LYRAI Q&
Strategic Objectives and Executign hLJ { AYR22NRa 202S0GAGSa afligarg T NJ
aims were clear:
1 Degrade terror infrastructure.
T LYLRaS O02adGa 2y GKS FROSNEIFINERQAa YAtAGFNER Sadlo
1 Establish a new deterrence threshold.
T wSAG2NB Lzt AO FIAGK Ay LYRAFQa ylFGA2ylf aSOdzN

5 Strategy & Heritage



The entire campaign unfolded within 96 hours, combining precision, speed, and restrainteyh
diplomatic coordination with partners such as the United States, France, and the UAE ensured strategic
legitimacy and minimized escalation risks.

Tri-Service Synergyictory stemmed from genuine jointnasa synergy between the three services

enhanced by realime intelligence sharing, Alssisted target prioritization, and networked command
adaidtsSvyao ¢KS bl @geQa {SI RSYyAlFf I2FENIKS 2lyNNEe GXK Sl 1 QA
offensives formed a unified whole.

Escalation Control and Strategic Signallingdia managed escalation with exceptional discigirsggnalling

NE&d2t @S gAGK2dzi OoNBFOKAY3 ydzOf SFNJ GKNBaK2f Rad t I 1.
decisively neutralized by layered air defence systems, including indigenous interceptarsuarierdrone

networks.

Innovations and Lessons Learned
hil { AYR22NJ NB@SIf SR aS@SNIt RSTAYAYI Ayy2@0lGA2ya

1 DroneCentric Warfare Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVS) became force multiplidgetivering
precision strikes and providing persistent ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance).
CounterUAV technologies proved equally vital in intercepting hostile drones.

9 Digital Ecosystem Integration. Advanced digital systems interconnected fighters, missile platforms,
and field units into a reaime data ecosystem. This ensured faster decigiaking and efficient
G1-OKEAYE Of 2adzNBX NBAY T 2 MaBadyhielligeriKeS and bgiidssifelice.y OS2
f NonKinetic Dominance. S82y R ol Gif STAStR RS&AGNHzZOGA2Y S h Ll {
blFrdA2yé | LIINBIFOKS gKSNB RALX 2YFGAOx S0O02y2YAO:Z
military actiomr NEB ¥t SOGAY3 LYRAIFIQa S@2tdziazy Ayidz2 | 02Y
Regional and Global Impact
hL) { AYR22NJ NBOFfAONIGSR {2dziK ! aAl Qa adNIdS3aA m |
LYRAFQa YAfAGFENE YIGdNARGE FYyR GSOKy2ft23A0Ff N K
that the nation could coordinate higtech, crossdomain actions while maintaining strategic restraint. [_
tF1AaGryQa NBI Ol A 2vits drond intdusiorsTaiid ardillery attacks Sv@rdFiGeteeped @
YySdziNF £t ATSR 6AGKAY K2dz2NBAD ¢KS FFAfdz2NB 2F (KSa gé‘
highlighted the gaps in adversarial prepdness.

Globally, Sindoor positioned India among nations capable of executing synchronizedamain
campaigns, aligning its strategic approach with modern powers experimenting with similar doctrines.
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Doctrinal Evolution and Future Trajectory

hLl {AYR22NJ aévyoz2ftAl Sa (GKS OdzZ YAyl {GA2Y 2F LYRALlFQ&a
integrated operations. It blurred the distinction between peacetime and wartime, compelling defence
planners to innovate continuously.

¢CKS FdzidzNBE 2F LYRAIFIQa a52 ad4N)rGS3e NBada 2y F2dzNJ

1 Institutionalizing Joint Commanddmplementing fully integrated theatre commands for seamless
coordination.

1 Investing in Emerging TechnologgAal, quantum computing, directeenergy weapons, and
resilient space assets

1 Developing Rules for Gr&done Warfareg; Clear doctrines for cyber, information, and hybrid
domains.

1 Expanding Countddrone and EW Capabilitie€Ensuring preparedness against asymmetric and
low-cost threats.

Conclusion

Operation Sindoor is more than a military responged A& | &GN} 6§S3IAO 61 GSNBAKSR
a new era of warfare. Its calibrated execution, technological sophistication, and jointness have redefined
deterrence and reshaped regional securithe lessons of Sindoor are profound: in the age of hybrid threats,
power lies not just in weapons, but in integration, speed, and information control. As India builds on these
foundations, MultiDomain Warfare will remain central to its national defelst@tegy ensuring the nation

stays prepared, proactive, and preeminent in an unpredictable world.

Akshita Vishals passionate about defence studies, geopolitics, and contemporary

security challenges. Aspiring to serve in the Indian Armed Forces, she actively

contributes insightful articles on modern warfare, strategic affairs, and national

security. With a strongiterest in leadership and research, Akshita strives to connect
academic understanding with practical defence perspectives, aiming to foster informed
RAaO2dz2NES 2y LYRAFQA &aSOdaNARiGe& |yR aiN}GS:z
Soldier Divine Public School.
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! OPERATION SINDOOR

V‘ WHERE CHANAKYA MEETS THE MODERN BATTLE]
£ S YRAY3A Yl dziAt el Q& ¢CentugMSIEDDMajn iDpetatods
(Commander V. Srivatspn

‘When terr k Péhalgam on 22 AR Of  AYAY 3 Ayy20Syid (2dNRailiQa f
T dZNE /YL GA2y 1 0a2NDSR GKS of2p sAGK OFf OdA FGS
Opefation ‘ indoor (60 May 2025), which neutralised nine terror camps in Pakistan andupéided with

RSOIaldlIGAy3 LINBOAAAZ2Y D ¢CKAA oI ayadviisdtBnaNbedinzdfA 2y T A
j dzA St a2@SNBAIyGes FdzaAy3d LYRAFQa YATAGFENE LINRsSaE.
unity into an asymmetd masterstroke.

Danda: The Coercive Force

dThe power of an army lies in its preparedid&autilya

5FyRI 002SNDODAGS F2NOSO0 RNRGS {AyR22Nna OIFfA0NF (SR
enabled pinpoint positioning across land, sea, and air platfordedivering accuracy within metres across

the entire theatre of operations. Indigenosatellites were dynamically repositioned for réimhe targeting

and battle damage assessment, a feat requiring precise orbital manoeuvres coordinated with ground

operations. Higfaltitude UAVs patrolled near the border, providing persistent surveillamcefeeding
continuous intelligence into the integrated command network.

A sophisticated air defence grideaturing multilayered systems and diverse radaechieved a neat00%

kill rate against 40800 hostile drones and projectiles, spearheaded by Akash and Akashteer, true signs of

Atmanirbharta.

tr1AadlryQa NBalLlRyaS g -avavedvfarediivhes, loifering nziniticasgznd G I y G A |

conventional projectiles launched from both Pakistani territory and PoK positions, attempting to overwhelm

LYRAIFIQa fF@8SNBR RSTSyO0Sa (KNRdAAK -éost GuddddpigrepkedS N~ = ¢
with explosives, mediuraltitude reconnaissance drones M
doubling as kamikaze platforms, and precisguided rockets
GFrNBSGAY3 FT2NBFINR olaSaod L G

~ combining indigenous Akaslystems with multhational [_

radars and C4l networksreated an impenetrable shield.

Realtime data fusion from NavIC, growiised radars, and

airborne early warning systems enabled engagement decis

within seconds. Thened@r2 G I £ Ay G4 SNIOS LI

the dividend of decades of investment in layered defence

architecture.

¢tKS SYyGANB O2dzyiNE gAlGySaa a A

integration- forces, academia, R&D, industry et aito this

national symphony redefined jointmanship. This was not ﬂ

merely retaliation. These were precision strikes deep into

' enemy territory, reutralising strategic assets while B

simultaneously establishing airspace dominance.

vy,
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It was classic Chanakya
OStrike at the heart, not the hand. When the head bows, the limbs follow

Bharat also chose whentostrikR St A0 SN} (iSft e d ¢KS F2NIYyAIKIQa aAit Sy
constant mobilisation, higlalert posture, and mounting economic stress.

AWhen the enemy is eager to fight, delay your response. Let his resources dry and his wilE crumble
Arthashastra

Y2aKIFY ¢KS ¢NBFadz2NEQa [ SOSNIF 3S
G2SHEOK Aa (KStiyWwR20G 2F LJ26SNE
Y2aKI OOGNBI adz2NBEO FdzSttSR Ly
formal declaration suspending the Indus Waters Treaty

marked a watershed momentthe first time since 1960 that

New Delhi officially leveraged water as strategic coercion. T

g I ay Q dratthng; @ WaS calculated economic warfare. -
With control over the eastern rivers (Sutlej, Beas, Ravi) and ]f o PUNJAB
significant influence over the western tributaries, India PAKISTAN , _a&
Ll23adSaaSR GKS oAt AdGe (2 NXsavcwsan o

AFGHANISTAN - B JAK

inDiAa T DG Ay 3

. . . SUKKUR
agricultural heartland the Punab breadbasket that sustains ! RAJASTHAN
SIND INDUS WATER TREATY

nearly a quarter of its GDP. The declaration amplified

tF1Aad0ryQa AGNIG83IAO RAE SY) S lome Bacems | NE Y
whilst facing potential agricultural crisis or seekakealation. “— =& ~uianss ey B
Chanakya understood thigincipalY A £ £ SYyAl 32Y W/ 2y{iNRBf GKS gl G§SNEZ

With USD 700+ billion in reserves, India sustained deterrence whilst walking the nuclear tightrope
demonstrating that economic staying power is as vital as military might. Pakistan, haemorrhaging foreign
exchange through emergency mobilisation and fagiatential agricultural disruption, confronted a choice
between economic collapse and strategic retreat.

Simultaneously, infrastructuref N2 Y [ | R+ { ER&dzZREIKB I Ra (2 | -odiigd OKI f Q
LYRAIQa 5dz2NH O0RSTFSyO0Savs NBFESOUAY3I [/ KIEylFlelrQa 2
were strategic assets that enabled rdgorce projection and sustained operations in the most challenging
terrains.

Elevating Doctrine

Bharat elevated doctrine itself. A critical clausé¢hia 10th of May cessation declared that any future terror
act would be considered an act of wamising the cost of provocation and redrawing the threshold of
tolerance.

@ GNBFGe Aa y20 LISIFOS AT kKwawmigpSa y20 OKFy3IS GKS S
This doctrinal recalibration carries profound implications. By declaring future terror acts as casus belli, India
has effectively erased the grey zone Pakistan exploited for decaldesieniable buffer between state

sponsored proxies and direct militalyO G A 2y @ ¢ KS ySg GKNBakK2fR R2SayQi
FYoAIdAGEed tF{1AalGlyQa AGNFGS3IAO OFft Odzf dz&d YdzalG y 26
than measured retaliation.
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¢tKAad SOK2Sa LANI St Qa 5 %A posturdg BubnitiNdisyn&ly IhdjaiR | YSNA OF Q
characteristicgooted in restraint until provoked, then overwhelming in response.

YIEdziAf el Qa O’ dwalStS NSA®ENIF SWBHaYe FSEN y2G @2dzNJ | y3asSt
Mitra: The Power of Alliances

@ NYzf SNN&a &adz00Saa tASa Ay UGdNYyAYyIEKadigay AYRAFTFSNBY
aAlNI OFEfAlFYyOSa0 ljdzAaSidt e | YLX AT aueRAfghghRtan, TEanA y Tt dz
Abu Dhabi, Canberra, and Washingtancomplex choreography requiring deft navigation of contradictory
interests. Each engagement served dual psgso isolating Pakistan diplomatically whilst securing tacit

& dzLJLJ2 NI F 2 Ndatetrof ¢paratioha. The FadibAn) dedplte their Pakistani sponsors, were reminded

of their own grievances with ISI interference. Iran, traditional ally of Pakistangre&isingly frustrated with

crossborder terrorism, remained conspicuously neutral. The UAE, America, and Austiadia with
different stakesy 2 Yy ST KSf Sda 02y 3SNHSR 2 yefeog Sgainseterrgrisn,. LYy RA | Q

Just as critically, India maintained message discipémsuring this remained an artrror operation, not a
NEfAIA2dza O2yFNRBY (Gl GA2Yy S RS&ALAGS t I tMusid hayfdtive. O2y OS
This strategic communication previed the operation from being hijacked by sectarian framing, keeping
international opinion focused on terrorism, not theology.

This diplomatic surround sound ensured India operated with both operational freedom and strategic
legitimacy.

WEYLFLIRIEIY ¢KS tS2L) SQa t26SNJ

Finally, Janapadahe people- were not bystanders; they were

[N »]F:¥=§ force multipliers. Operation Sindoor showcased the fruition of

Own LYRAIF Q& ! GYF yANDKLF Nlpositohimgl: & SO2 a8
Slear-lIN=l algorithms benefited from collaborations between ISRO, IIT
4 NG (esearchers, and defence startups. Satellite image processing a/'l

NaVIC System leveraged Al models developed through indusicademia
partnerships- companies like Tonbo Imaging aldgaForge
contributing drone analytics, whilst DRDO labs integrated solutions from over 150 MSMEs.

LYRAI Qa dzyAljdzS AGNBy3OGK fASa y20 Ay LINRBRdAzOAY 3 =3
aptitude for integration- seamlessly fusing American sensors with French radars, Israeli missiles with f €
platforms, and indigenous softwa@A Y RAYy 3 Al I ff (23SHGKSNXP ¢KAAZ o
purists seeking complete indigenisation, proved devastatingly effective in actual combat. From coders
Bengaluru processing retilne battlefield data to engineers in Pune fituning swarm drone

O2dzy  SNX¥SI adzZNBa>X LYRAI Qa &-Zhdylcéeredted g \irtory.2 dza G & d.

As contributors, innovators, and now chroniclers, they embody a civilisation united not by borders alor
by purposeful resolve.

OA ruler shall never allow internal divisions to mirror external conflicts. The unity of the state is the shit
its sovereignty

O DD D
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Conclusion: Asymmetric Sovereignty

hLISNI GA2y {AyResayymneticy ¢ |
sovereignty. No flagvaving, no rhetoric only /}:7’ : s
Ot AON} (SR O2yaSljdSyoSd

JKS
rules.
P Muzaffarabad 3
India changed the game. ) e
The message to adversaries is unambiguous: test =
LYRAF Q& LI GASYyOSs FyR & i NI

once exhausted, transforms into overwhelming

resolve. This is the India of the 21st centurgoted

in ancient wisdom, armed with modern capability,

andunwilling to apologise for defending its citizens.
i

PAKISTAN

Chanakya would approve.

Commander V Srivatsaserved in the Indian Navy for over two decades, followed by a
‘ distinguished corporate career in global sales and entrepreneurship. Having travelled to
e more than 90 countries, he brings a unique perspective that blends strategic thinking,
‘& cultural nuanceand operational experience. A lifetime founding member of the National
Maritime Foundation, he has authored several research articles published in national &
international journals. His maiden book of poetBchoes, Edges & Epiphar(iapril
2025), is already climbing the literary charts.
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BUILDING RESILIENCE AGAINST CYBER WARFARE THREAT

CYBERSECURITY TRENDS

® @ @

DEEPFAKES RANSOMWARE

HUMAN QUANTUM CYBER
ELEMENT COMPUTING WARFARE

(Maj Gen Amritpal Singh)

In the conflicts between Ukraine and Russia and the recent israel
Iran conflagration, cyber warfare emerged as a low cost, highly
effective and lethal option employed by armies. The Pahalgam

terror attack and its aftermath during Operation Sindoor had

expdd SR LYRALFQa&a ylF A2yl a-&tGcsNA (&
from Pakistan and China based cyber groups. Reports indicate that
hacker groups from Turkey, Bangladesh, and Malaysia among

others were also involved in the waves of cydtiacks. It is estimad that over 1.5 million cybeattacks
targeted critical infrastructure in the defence, telecom, power, finance and transportation sectors.

Cyberattacks ranged from Denial of Service (DoS) & Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS), malware
distribution using viruses to gain control of systems, phishing and website defacements. The attacks targeted
military- industrial infrastructure, defence ns#e technology, and vital sectors such as the power grid which
itself reported about 200,000 cybattacks.

The Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C) , the Data Security Council of India and cyber security
agencies such as Indian Computer Emergency Response Team-{@EfR& National Critical Information
Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC) and thefence Cyber Agendid respond aggressively to the
cyberattacks and it is estimated that a mere one percent of the attacks did get through. However, this
response from India was mostly defensive in nature such as activating joint task foraesmuadarily M

blocking vulnerable financial sites.

That these attacks came coordinated after the Pahalgam terror attack as a form of hybrid warfare witt [-
menacing fusion of terror and cyber aggression indicates egttacks had severe implications on nationa
aSOdzNRGex SO2y2YAh Os pdific diditdl sysieins. Ang Bybeii disiptiGndinyriisiEifC E:
successful on a large scale would have undermined public faith in commonly used digital systems. D¢
attacks have portents to create catastrophic system failures nationwide that could rche defar greater

civilian based emergency that can overshadow a shooting war on the frontlines.

While most of the attacks emanated from Pakistan based grouf fapvancep persISTENT THREAT) LIFECYCLE
the Malaysian and Bangladesh groups also tested the Indian

response across a range of government facilities from educatio  * e =\ e
department to CBI, Election Commission, BSNL and also the C

of the President and Prime Minister of India. The Chinese cybe * conemn
assaults were more strategic and worked towards long term
penetration of vital infrastructure systems by usefaivanced
Persistent Threats (APTghich are sophisticated and repeated
cyberattacks with an aim to lodge themselves into a network.

Expansion

« Obtain credentials

« Maintain access

Initial Intrusion
Search and
« Establishment of outbound Exfiltration

+ Exfiltration of data

Cleanup
« Cover tracks
* Remain undetected

O 2D D
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The Chinese objective seems to be to probe Indian cyber resilience in a conflict and to train their militias in
targeting techniques.

Ly GKS 2y32Ay3 YAftAGFENE deadSYILdAO SELIyarzy FyR
China over the past decade a very important aspect of integration of cyber warfare capabilities into
conventional warfighting stands out. Two enablefshe integration of cyber operations, electronic warfare

and use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) into joint operations are increased budgetary allocations and increased
talent acquisition from the private sector. The Chinese military civil fusion paikyaailitated the PLA to

engage resources, technical expertise and personnel from the private sector. This strategy has matured into
a noticeable development of Chinese cyber militias into an organised and operational force.

Chinese cyber militias which began as auxiliary reserve forces gathering their cadre from university affiliated
technical programs have now evolved into active and regular forces operating in joint exercises by recruiting
from leading privatesecurity seabr firms. These militias provide the Chinese National Mobilisation System
with critical support by defending civil infrastructure, securing information systems and shaping public
opinion. The pool of highly skilled personnel gives them an ability to eXpaadsudden surge for crises as

also allows the PLA to focus on core operational functions during any conflict.

The threats from the cyber realm in future will improve exponentially in their lethality and persistence.
Having developed cyber militias, China will either directly or in concert with Pakistan, Bangladesh or any
complicit nation persist with its loagerm strategy of penetrating and testing Indian vital links and networks.
Al has brought sophistication, scale and speed to offensive cyber operations. An effective defensive
response has to have a similar if not advanced calibre Al capabilities.

To develop an offensive cyber readiness capability, India will have to plan-@mgmtéve and retaliatory

strikes on known inimical hacker groups and militias. During Op Sindoor, the Defence Cyber Agency launched
retaliatory strikes on critical assets inding disruption of servers and social media troll farms. There is a

need to create a higjpowered, sovereign cyber security command centre that acts as a nerve centre for
seamless integration of intelligence and to leverage real time thiwsibn and tocoordinate their

neutralisation.

It is definitely towards this end that a multi domain cyber crisis simulation exer€ise National Cyber
security Exercis@harat NCX 2025vas conducted by the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) in
collaboration with Rashtriya Raksha University (RRThHe exercise held in July 2025 aimed to promote
collaboration among government bodies, industry stakeholders and public and private sector organisations,
to enhance collective cyber resilience. Such exercises provide learning focused on ¢gbee dad
incident response, featuring live simulations
that mirror reatworld attacks on both IT and
— Phishing Behavioural ~ Operational Technology (OT) systems. Cyber
Detection Detection Glics security professionals, policy makers, defence
personnel, and industry leaders from across the
country get to evaluate agrational and policy
level lessons which leads to formulation of
improved strategies for national cyber
resilience. India is awakening to the effective

Network Secure Preventing employment of cyber domains which can
Security Authentication Online Frauds dominate future wars

Al in CyberSecurity
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Chinese cyber militias can be effectively countered by developing sta
of the art Al systems that can handle vast amounts of heterogeneous
data and generate predictive threat intelligence that enable-g@neptive
disruptions of APT@dvanced Persistent Threatdh the long run it is
effective cyber education that can go beyond teaching technology by
enriching holistic learning at the basic school and college levels to bu
cyber awareness and resilience as a permanent lifelong behaviour.
Besides the technicahd policy take aways from operations and
simulations as Bharat NCX 2025, the thrust to develop and sustain a

Advanced Persistent Threats
(APT$ are stealthy, longerm
cyberattacks targeting high
value organizations to steal
data or disrupt operations
while remaining undetected
for months or even years.

ready pool of adequate skilled human resources will need national level workforce development initiatives
that blend academia, industry and goveramnt resources. If drone warfare was the flavour of Op Sindoor,
then the clear and present danger that the silent yet deeply destructive cyber threats pose cannot be

disregarded.

LYRAF Q& LYGSNYFE {SOdNRAGE ! NOKA

Types of

Cyber Attacks A iy ?
Ransomware
g

Phishing

Malware

%,

SQL
injection

10

DoS and XSS attacks
DDoS attack  Social engineering

14

Maj Gen Amrit Pal Singh commandad Army division in Northern command. Chief of
operational logistics in Ladakh. Studied Intelligence analysis and Global security at
University of Maryland, USA where he interacted with the intelligence fraternity on issues
such as structures and methodgjes in counter terror operations. Presented papers on
counter insurgency at The Brookings Institution and on internal security architecture of
India at The Heritage Foundation, both at Washington D@uftwor of a bookVa | 2 A & {

Maninthe et
Middle attack

0
Zero-day E:

exploit

DNS
Tunneling

FIEnn

Cryptojacking
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A STRATEGIC ANALYCHI HE RAAMUTLEJ CORRIDOR

(Colonel C P Ramchandariet)

The RavButlej Corridor represents one of South Asia's most strategically sensitive geographic zones, a
narrow strip of territory in Punjab wedged between two major rivers and sharing a vulnerable border with
PakistanThis corridor is a classic example of how natural geography becomes geopolitical architecture.

This corridor, which encompasses critical cities including Amritsar, has been a focal point of military conflict,
water diplomacy, and regional security concerns since the partition of India in 1947.

PhySlC&l Geography and Vulnerablllty Ravi-SutIei Corridor: Strategic Geography

The RavButlej Corridor is defined by its T
distinctive geographical characteristics. Thi ey
Ravi River flows along the western edge, R'“.
forming a significant portion of the India =
Pakistan border in Punjab, while the Sutlej
River courses through the eastern pori @esiad
Between these two river systems lies a \
relatively flat, agriculturally productive plain |
that has been both a blessing and a

strategic vulnerability for India.
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The corridor's width narrows to less than 5( |, =

L] Pakistan Cities

RAVL.SUTLEJ CORRIDOR
kmsin some sections, creating a geographi | *  smeeesel AKISTAN
bottleneck with profound military

implications. This strip contains vital transportation infrastructure, including the Grand Trunk Road and
railway connections linking northern India to the rest of the country. The city of Amritsar, home to the
Golden Temple and the spiritueéntre of Sikhism, lies within this vulnerable corridor, adding cultural and

religious dimensions to its strategic importance.

INDIA

- —————"

From a military perspective, the corridor represents whafenceanalysts call a "strategic salient"

territory that is difficult to defend due to its exposure on multiple sides. The proximity of Lahore, Pakistan's
secondlargest city, located merely 250 Kmsfrom the international border, creates a unique dynamic

where relatively short distances separate major populattentresand strategic assets on both sides.

The Indus Waters Treaty

The Indus Waters Treaty of 1960 allocated the western rivérelum, Chenab, and Induso Pakistan,

while India received control of the eastern riverSutlej, Ravi, and Beas. Pakistan received approximately
80% of the total water share while India receiadazbut 20%, reflecting the geographical reality of the Indus
basin's flow.

For the Ravbutlej Corridor, the treaty's implications are profound. India has exclusive rights to utilize waters
from these two rivers before they enter Pakistan, enabling extensive canal networks, hydroelectric projects,
and irrigation infrastructure tat transformed Punjab into India's breadbasket. However, this arrangement
also means that water remains a potential leverage point in bilateral relations, though actual abrogation of
the treaty remains unlikely given India's commitment to internationakagrents.
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The 19689ndo PakWar: A Defining Battle for the Corridor

The War represented the most significant military contest for control of the R8witlej Corridor Pakistan's
military strategy aimed at capturing Amritsar and potentially severing the corridor entirel@.Sep 1965,

armed with superior American Patton tanks, Pakistan launched a major offensive, resulting in one of the
largest tank battles since World War II, which Indian forces successfully reddie@attle of Asal Uttar

became legendary in Indian military history, with Pakistamourdecimated andhe area subsequently

dubbed "Patton Nagar." Pakistan's offensive assumed that the corridor's narrow width made it vulnerable to
rapid armouredthrusts, that capturing Amritsar would deal a psychological and strategic blow to India, and
that success in this sector would compensate for potential Indian advances elsewhere.

India's defensive strategy focused on establishing strong positions along key water obstacles, particularly the
Beas River and various canal systems. The succdsfgakcevalidated this approach and influenced

subsequent military deployments in the region. The war also led to significant infrastructure developments
strengthening road networks, establishing military cantonments, and developing deeper defensive positions.

Military Postures and Nuclear Deterrence

The RavButlej Corridor remains one of the most heavily militarized zones in South Asia. Both India ar M
Pakistan maintain substantial force concentrations, wittnoureddivisions, mechanized infantry, and

artillery formations positioned for rapid deployment. The development of road infrastructure, particula [_
the Indian side, has enabled faster mobilization of reinforcements, partially mitigating the corridor'sril
defensive challenges. E:

The introduction of nuclear weapons has added another dimension. While nuclear deterrence theoret
reduces the probability of largscale conventional warfare, it has encouraged both sides to develop mil
doctrines contemplating limited war scenas below the nuclear threshold. India's "Cold Start" doctrine
reportedly envisages rapid, limited offensive operations, and the-Batiej Corridor features prominently |
analyses of where such operations might occur.

Economic and Developmental Dimensions

S5 m

The corridor encompasses some of India's most productive agricultural land. Punjab's agricultural rev
which made India seBufficient in food grain production, depended critically on irrigation infrastructure
drawing water from these river systemshe corridor's economic productivity generates significant natio
wealth, making its security not just a military concern but an economic imperdthecorridor also serves
as a vital transportation link.

@
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Water Security and Climate Dimensions

The Indus Waters Treaty framework faces increasing stress from climate change, growing water demands,
and development pressures. Glacial melt patterns in the Himalayas, changing precipitation patterns, and
increasing water demands from growing populati@fischallenge the sustainable management of
transboundary water resources.

Recent years have witnessed periodic tensions over India's hydroelectric and irrigation projects on the
eastern rivers, with Pakistan expressing concerns about potential downstream impacts despite these rivers
being allocated to India. These disputes refflenderlying anxieties about water security that climate change
will likely intensify.

National and Military Actors

The Indian and Pakistani national governments remain the primary actors
determining the corridor's strategic environment. India's approach
reflects broader priorities, including territorial integrity, countering
terrorism, and maintaining conventional military superiority along the
border. Pakistan's approach balances defensive concerns about
Lahore's vulnerability with considerations of offensive options should
broader conflict occurThe Indian Army's Western Command,
headquartered in Chandigarh, hasrpary responsibility for the sector,
with corpslevel formations, includingrmouredand infantry divisions,
maintaining forward deployments. Pakistan has similarly concentrated significant forces in the-fzainioge
sectors, with the military's institutional memory of the 1965 war influencing force structures and
deployment patterns.

International Dimensions

While the corridor primarily involves India and Pakistan, international actors maintain interest in the region's
stability. The United States has consistently discouraged military escalation and encouraged dialogue.
China's growing strategic partnershiptvPakistan adds another dimension, though the corridor itself

remains distant from direct Chinese interests compared to other border sectors.

The World Bank's historical role in facilitating the Indus Waters Treaty continues through ongoing
engagement on water issues, providing forums for technical cooperation that can indirectly contribute to
stability.

Conflict and Cooperation Scenarios

Despite nuclear deterrence, several scenarios could lead to renewed tensions. Major terrorist attacks in
India with clear links to Pakistani territory could trigger military responses, potentially including limited
ground operations. The corridor's geoghig characteristics mean that any military operations would likely
be intense but geographically limited, with neither side having incentives for prolonged conflict.

Alternatively, the corridor could become a zone of increased cooperation if broaderPadliatan relations
normalize. Expansion of crebsrder trade, additional corridors similar to Kartarpur, and enhanced
economic integration could transform the regimom a zone of conflict to one of opportunity. Water
cooperation presents one potential avenue for confideicalding, with joint management of

environmental challenges and coordinated responses to climate change impacts serving mutual interests.
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Longterm Challenges

Regardless of bilateral relations, both sides will continue developing infrastructure in border areas. India's
ongoing modernization of road networks and border infrastructure will enhance both security and economic
development. Pakistan faces similar diyanental imperatives in Punjab province, including agricultural
modernization and urban development in Lahore.

Longterm trajectories increasingly involve climate change impacts and resource pressures. The agricultural
viability of Indian Punjab faces groundwater depletion and soil degradation, requiring significant policy
shifts, including crop diversification amdater use efficiency improvements. These transitions have security
implications given the region's strategic importance and potential social stability concerns.

Conclusion

The RavButlej Corridor remains one of South Asia's most strategically significant and vulnerable geographic
zones. Its narrow width, proximity to major populatioantreson both sides, and role as vital agricultural

and transportation infrastructure create a complex security environment that has challetejedce

planners since partition. The corridor's history, particularly the 1965 war, continues to shape military
thinking and strategic calculations.

Contemporary security dynamics reflect both continuity and change. Traditional concerns about

conventional military threats persist, but nuclear deterrence, terrorism, and dvosser infiltration have

added new dimensions. The Kartarpur Corridor demaies that cooperation remains possible on specific
issues, even amid broader tensions. Water security, increasingly influenced by climate change, adds another
layer of complexity to the strategic equation.

Looking forward, the corridor's future depends on broader IFeigkistan relations, regional security
dynamics, and how both countries manage resource pressures and developmental challenges. Conflict
remains possible but increasingly costly for both sisoperation offers potential benefits but requires
political will and mutual trust that currently remain limited. Understanding the {Sariej Corridor requires
recognizing its multiple dimensionsnilitary, economic, cultural, environmentalnd how theg intersect

to create one of South Asia's most enduring strategic challenges. As both nations confrecerlsy
challenges, the strategic calculus surrounding this historic corridor will continue to evolve, demanding [_
creative approaches to security andoperation that learn from history while adapting to new realities.

Col C P Ramchandami veteran of the Indian Army&orps of Engineerdrings over three E:
decades of strategic acumen and diverse field experience to the subject of modern wal

A graduate of the Defence Services Staff College, he served in roles including
counterinsurgency and infrastructure planning, shaping his undedihg of technology's
evolving role in conflict.
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GEOPOLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE$1A'M.IEJ CORRIDOR
(Brig Kirpal Singh Gill, SM** (R#td

The RagSutlej corridort the twin eastern tributaries of the Indus basin that flow from India into Pakistan
T sits at the intersection of hydrology, security, and diplomacy in South Asia. Treated primarily as an
engineering and irrigation issue duringetBritish raj, the corridor has acquired outsized strategic
importance since the late 20th century: it is central to IqgHakistan water sharing under the 1960 Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT), a pressure point in bilateral relatiorteeatre of past militaryoperations, and a
potential vector for broader regional influence involving China and clirdeten stressors.

Introduction

The unprecedented floods in Punjab over the past few days demand urgent
strategic attention, yet there has been negligible acknowledgment of the
flood crisis even as the waters from Ravi, Sutlej, Beas and Tawi inundate
terrain critical for nationatlefence These floods represent far more than a
regional natural disasterthey are a strategic blind spot with national
security implications. Over the past few years, Punjab has witnessed a
pattern of increasingly erratic and severe flooding, with this yearedation
among the worst in recent memory. Vast stretches of fertile land, which also
serve as vital corridors for military logistics and troop mobilization, have been rendered unusable.
Riverbanks have collapsed, existing bridges have become risky, rural infrastructure lies in disrepair, and the
affected areas may take months to returndperational normalcy.

However, so far there has been a complete silence from ti~~
securityestablishmentand this silence is troubling. Punjab PUNJAB
is not just an agricultural heartland but also essentialto = CANALS
strategic operations, especially given its value as both a
defensive shield and a potential staging ground for
offensive thrusts, thus forming the backbon& o L Y RA I
forward military postureThis growing flood phenomenon
threatens the plains that historically serve as the primary
arteries for military mobilization into Pakistan through
Punjab and Jammurhe Indian military understands this
very well, having experienced it during the recent
Operation SINDOO®Rhere Punjab was the centerstage of
precision drone warfare and massive blackouEsisting
operational plans rely heavily on rapid mobilization,
dynamic logistic convoys, intact roadil networks, and
stable terrairr none of which can be guaranteed under recurrent flooding.

Madhopur

Himachal
Pradesh

Yet, the recent floods have exposed the reality that there has been no comprehensiveildiatly
coordination to study, anticipate, or mitigate these evolving conditions. Neither contingency plans nor
infrastructural adaptations appear to be in motion.
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At a time when climate change is clearly reshaping the battlefields of the future, neglect of Punjab's
ecological vulnerabilities leaves both the civilian population and the strategic establishment vulnerable. The
state has effectively been left to cope @a owrt with minimal central support and hardly any visible

military involvement, in humanitarian assistance. This is not just a lapse in disaster response; it is a failure to
recognize a growing strategic threat in one of the most sensitive and mylitaitical regions of the country.

An honest national conversation is urgently needechot just about relief and recovery, but about the
longil SNY NBaAATtASYyOS 2F | 062NRSNJ adlFdS GKFEG NBYFAyaA

Physical and Legal Context

The Ravi and the Sutlej are two of the six major rivers of the Indus basin. Under the IWT (1960), the

three eastern riverst Beas, Ravi and Sutlejwere designated primarily for use by India, while Pakistan
received primary rights to thevestern rivers(indus, Jhelum, Chenab). Nevertheless, the treaty allowed both
O2dzy i NASa OSNIIAYy dadzaSa¢ 2 yshaNdy @disphresblitionzaddtieSR | y R
Permanent Indus Commission as institutional mechanisms to manage the system. The fRavsarfd

Sutlej therefore have both an immediate hydrological function (irrigation, groundwater recharge, local
industry) and a binding legal dimension that shapes bilateral interaction.

Historical Strategic Importance The Military Geography

The RawSutlej corridor is not just water on a map; it is a corridor of plains, canal networks and

headworks that historically have had operational military valul conflicts between India and Pakistan,
control over headworks, canals and bridges in this area could affect movement, logistics, and the ability to
influence downstream flows. Analyses of the 1965 campaign, for instance, identify operations in the Ravi
Sutlej zone where waterways, bridges and headworks played a tactical role. That historical precedent
converts water infrastructure into strategic assets and potential targets in a @isS O2 NN&A R2 N &
infrastructure is strategically significantéonventional military planning because control or denial of key
headworks and canals affects both civilian livelihoods and military logistics.

Water Supply, Agriculture and Economic Vulnerability M
tF1AadryQa SO02y2Yeé NBYlIAya KSF@Afte RSLISYRSyi
dzaSa (GKS fA2yQa &aKIFINB 27F 0L aAlgbowfordeSEMan theugh REvYanit
{dzif S2 I NB OfAaaAFTASR +a bSIFAGSNYyb YR GKSNBT

into Pakistan and contribute to its agricultural water supply. Any prolonged disruptions or significant
changesn flow regimes whether by upstream infrastructure, flow regulation, or curtailed data sharing E
g2dzZ R AGNB&aa ONRLIMAYy3I 0eO0fSasx IANRdzyRgl (1SNJ NBC
provinces. Conversely, Indian states in the &awilg catchment (Punjab, Himachal) rely on river

management for flood control and groundwater relief, creating a complex bilateral interdependeves.
NAOGSNR fS3artte alftt20F0SRéE G2 2yS adrdisS Oly ¢
neightour, making water an economically consequential element of national security.

Since the 2010s and accelerating in periods of sharp bilateral tension, commentators and officials ha:
RA&0dzaaSR GKS da ¢ Slthddleliderate isd & ypstreatnFonibols tb Pridsure downstre
states. In 2025, for example, diplomatic ruptarand threats to suspend or limit treaty cooperation have
raised fears in Islamabad about deliberate reductions of river flows or of stopping hydrological data sl
actions that could amplify drought impacts or frustrate flood forecasting. While teahakperts are of the B

¢CKS t2tA0A0a 2F ¢NBIFde {{iNBaa FyR a2SILRYATLI ﬂ
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view that India faces a challenge of storage capacity to completely cut flows on western rivers, incremental
measures (maintenance schedules, operational changes to dams, withholding data) can still cause
meaningful damage during critical agricultural womes. The RagButlej corridor sits inside these

calculations because it forms part of the network of Eastern rivers whose management affects both sides.

Ching CPE@nd the Wider Strategic Map

| KAYl Qa RSSLISyAy3a SO02y2YAO chaki§an Edoroini& Cotridot (EREC)-agd {1 K NJ
related investments in infrastructure and energy introduce a wider geopolitical layer. Although China is not a
party to the IWT, its strategic relationghivith Pakistart and potential role in financing dams, power

projects or canal links could affect how water politics are perceived and leveraged. For instance, if

Pakistan deepens hydropower or irrigation projects financed with external partners,delorder

signallingaround water security can invite responses from India or shape how international actors engage in
dispute resolution. The R&8utlej corridor thus sits in a strategieighbourhoodwvhere Chinese

infrastructure diplomacy and regional rivalries interact.

ClimateChange, Hydrological Uncertainty, and Escalation Risk

Climate change is altering Himalayan hydrology: glacier retreat, changed monsoon patterns, and more
extreme precipitation events increase both drought and flood risk. Greater variability means that predictable
seasonal flows the foundation of irrigatiorschedules and treaty assumptionsbecome less certain,
heightening the stakes of any temporary withholding or miscommunication. Indtighs years (late

monsoon shortages or sudden meltiven floods), failures in data sharing or operational coordimatian

produce immediate humanitarian and political crises. Thed®auiej corridor is vulnerable to these climate
dynamics, and the combination of environmental stress and political friction raises the risk that water
disputes couldatalysebroader security escalations.

Conclusion More Than Hydrology A Geopolitical Hinge

The RawgSutlej corridor is at once a hydrological asset, a legal object, a histitvéedite of conflict, and a

geopolitical hinge. Its significance flows from the way water shapes livelihoods and economies, how treaties
convert natural resources into instruments of statecraft, and how changing climate dynamics raise the costs

of mismanagementnl short, water here is not just about irrigation schedules or canals: it is an axis of

power, vulnerability and diplomacy in South Asia. Effective management therefore requires technical
competenceandsustained diplomatic imagination ¥+ Af Ay3 gKAOK (GKS O2NNRARR2NI:
accelerant of regional insecurity.

BrigadierKirpal Singh Gill, SM** (Retgkis ommissioned intdl MARATHA LI (JANGI PALTABDN

1996, heis a highly decorated officer witSenaMedal (Gallantry)in 2002, Barto Sena
Medal (Gallantry)in 2003.He has commande2i7 Rashtriya Riflel Kashmir and@3 Mountain

Brigadein Assam & Manipur. His Staff assignments indLaléviS 2t Army HQCol G28 Inf Diy

Adjutant National Defence Academyidirecting StafDSSC Wellington. He Wdiditary Operations

Officerin UNMIS SudaA graduate oDSS@& HC Coursehis academic credentials incluc
MSc, Mphiland is presently pursuinghD Hetook Premature Retirement in May 2024 and
nowVice President (Corporate Affairg) JISW Group.
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G GEOMETRY OF PAKISTAN, AFGHANISTAN:AND IRA?

Lb5L! Q{ whha Chw a!'bh9; £w9
(Karan Bir Singh Sidhu)

An argumentdriven analysis of how shifting U.&akistan ties, transactional dealings with the Taliban,
NEYSG6SR LINBaadaNBE 2y AN¥ Y INBFRF LIK Al Y RErd 8 gabiRdza KS N (
nine-step playbook for New Delhi to protect deterree, salvage connectivity, and extract narrow wins

amid tariff and sanctions headwinds.

{ONFrG0S3e tA0Sa Ay (GKS LINBaSyid (SyaST KSNARGI IS HKA.
speak at once: the map redraws itself even as old compulsions return in new dress.

¢KS A0NFGS3IAO GNRAIFYy3IES G2 LYRAFQa ¢Sad Aa o0SAy3a N
ol 01 Ayild2 21 aKAy3i2yQa AYYySNI OANDEST GKS ¢tFfAol Yy
security interlocutor; Iran confrodt NBX Y S$SR Ay G SNY I (A 2y lwon dcieds atd dzNBS 2 dz
Chabahar faces fresh headwinds. Threaded through all three istChynabads and ports, by finance and

guiet brokering and, not far behind, a hardargaining White House eyeing leverage doasing. For New

Delhi, whose trade talks with the United States are becalmed and whose exporters face abrupt tariff cliffs,

the puzzle is how to hold strategic space while cushioning immediate economic shocks. The answer is not
grandstanding but disciled statecraft: preserve deterrence credibility, keep connectivity sovereign, and

turn constraints into narrow, bankable wins.

Pakistatt ¢ KS | NJ & @ & KA NIErdgengfi&Eand the BalochHinge

¢KS LlzoftAO0 6FNYiIiK 0SG6SSy GKS 2KAGS |1 2dza$s BA
2 KFGSOSNI LAt FYFrolrRQa OAGAt ALY OKdINYyzZ 2| nyau
Rawalpindi on three filesccounterterrorism a quieter Line of Control, and the reopening of economic [_
spigots. The atmospherics of highofile meetings matter because they translate into bureaucratic veloc

visas, licences, and waivers move faster when principals align. Notably, Presidentifinom almost two E:

dozen occasionspublicly claimed that he was instrumental in securing the ceasefire underpi@png
Sindoor even as New Delhi has consistently maintained that no{bénty mediation was involved.

The regulatory shift oBaluchistanis even more
consequential. By criminalising the principal insurgent
formationt tightening financing, travel and procuremeant
Washington lowers headline risk for prospective investc
eyeing. | f dzO Kcappdr, lgofd@id rarearths, and
gives Islamabad sharper legal tools. Yet law is not a

v substitute for legitimacy. Insurgency ebbs when resourc
sharing is transparent, Iocal employment is real and coercion is more surgical than sweeping. If the F
state uses the diplomatic tailwind to pgue political accommodation alongside targeted enforcement, th
arc of violence can bend down. If it does not, investment will continue to price in sabotage risks. p
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tF1AadryQa 6SaidSNYy TNRYGASMithdrdawal lakdScape hak Bftthe Diteek a dzNS
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) with depth in Afghanistan, convulsing border districts and straining a relationship

with Kabul that Islamabad once imagingdi O2 dzf R OK2NB23INJ LIK® wAiel RKQa &
offer prestige and material support but cannot plaster over geography: a porous frontier, resilient militant
micro-economies, and an Afghan polity still searching for the minimum viable.stat

CNRY LYRAIFIQa @Iyidl3S:z (KS RSGISNNBYyOS NBaSG YI G4SN
demonstrated through precise, limiteghim military and covert actionisthat crossborder provocation

now invites calibrated costs.

Afghanistan. | 3 NIShadd&and Transactionallalibanism

Afghanistan has slid from a democramyilding enterprise to an s : m ‘
intelligence and ovethe-horizon problem. The most arresting line in . 4
current U.S. thinking is a renewed interest in Bagram AirBaseed
for its location relative to both transnational temist networks and
LI NIia 2F / KA Y knQustriabcBripies Nig baygairton Si - :
the table is stark: if the Taliban can facilitate basing rights, air corridors or a rellable intelligence footprlnt
Washington will engage directly and pay in the déabul values sanctions relief, access to reserves, or
incremental recognitiostype gestures.

The Taliban will bargain hard. Their internal coalition requires economic crumbs to hold together; their
external legitimacy requires visible deliverables to sceptical neighbours. Expect, therefore, a choreography of
pilot arrangements and performander-relief swaps rather than a grand bargain.

India, by contrast, has kept its profile deliberately modest: humanitarian corridors, scholarships, medical aid,
and backchannel liaison. This is prudent. A visible political embrace would alienate large swathes of Afghan
a20AS80e GKIF G NSopbevital &KJondy, Rikile LxampRts @Btreat would orphan past
investments in people, projects and goodwill. The middle path is to rebuild presence around people and
datar tele-medicine clinics, remote skilling for Afghan professionals, modular povets pind quiet

security informationsharing that protects Indian interests without laundering Taliban governance. If
Washington and Kabul inch toward a Bagreemtred understanding, India should seekamfliction

protocols and intelligence dduplicationto avoid working at cross purposes.

Iran: Sanctions Snapack,/ K| 0 I Jebphidlyaand theChinaFactor

) - Tehran again faces consolidated international pressure. Renewed sanctions

man ¢~ S complicate banking, shipping and technology access, tightening the screws just as
. ~/  regional security has turned more volatile. For India, the sharper pain point is the
‘L(A:,,mr}\l’;lm fading of spedil dispensations around the Chabahar projettte very corridor New

LA

"Z’r’é},‘m "-)., L‘\,( 3 Delhi has nurtured to reach Afghanistan and Central Asia while bypassing Pakistan.
| b\, .......... Q;——}nndll ) ) ) , |
'S N KL g KE NI AG y20 2dzad F LEZNIT A0 Aa +Fy Al

hostaged to one frontier or one political season. Its value is humanitarian (a conduit for food grains and
medicines into Afghanistan), strategicd@unterweightto Gwadar), and commercial (a spine for the
International NortlgSouth Transport Corridor). The recalibration of U.S. waivers does not kill the project, but
it raises compliance costs and slows timelines. Meanwhile, Chess constrained by Western registe

steps irto the vacuum: deepening logistics with Iran, dangling financing, and reinforcing-arn8dtoad arc

that already binds Pakistan and, potentially, parts of Afghanistan.
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LYRAI Qa NB a LJ2-haadsd. Witk andzhaRd, keép Cliabahar technically alive within the four
corners of sanctions law: wall off commercial risk through spgtigdose vehicles; expand clearly
humanitarian lanes; rinfence transactions via rupesal settlements and multilateradhgency throughput

(World Food Programme, UNICEF). With the other, build redundancy: accelerate INSTC pieces that do not
depend on Iranian waivers; trial bonded trucking from Caucasus gatewaystaarttlp dedicated freigker

links into Almaty, Tashkent and Bishkek to shave days ofttormearket.

/[ KA yrhraughline

[ ina i i  PAKISTAN-CHINA RASHOAR
Across the triangle, China is the constant. In Pakistan, sunk co: ECONOMIC CORRIDOR

in CPEC and the promise of extensions into Afghanistan give
Beijing a structural voice on security along the beltway. In Iran, m.
discounted oil and logistics investment translate into legera /

gKSYy alyOirazya oAGSe® Ly (GKS tS Ay
Saudilran détente bought diplomatic credit that it will cash in

quietly, over time. Any U.S. attempt to-nesert itselt via -

tFr1AadryQa FN¥yes | GNI¥yal @ia y3a oA

or sanctions manoeuvres on Irmwill be played on a chessboard
GKFG / KAYlF KSELISR fleé 2dzio L
playbook; it must, however, read every bilateral conversation in'
Islamabad, Kabul or Tehran for its Chinese subtext.

== sesreme NINE NJ

— e vd Wy ——
R
Tob A S

TradeHeadwinds with theU.S

Strategic cooperation and trade friction can, unhelpfully, coexist. New U.S. tariff latesp duties on

selected categories, including branded and patented pharmaceuticalive just as the bilateral trade
conversation has lost momentum. Even if sectdwbying tempers some measures, the néztm reality is

price pain for Indian exporters and elevated compliance costs. Rather than chase a maximalist trade packaae
in a protectionist season, New Delhi should focus on narrow, bankable bargains thet @veatituencies

for relief: pharma qualifassurance compacts and supglycurity commitments for carveuts; digitaitrade
guardrails for clarity on data flows and cloud localisation; and criticakrals cooperation to crowd in

investment outside comsted geographies. L

A Realistic Menu folndia

1 GuardDeterrence and Deny Deniabilitfereserve the ability to punish precisely, message calmly E:
and contain escalation. Invest in longeiach stanebff options, harden against drones and loiterir
munitions across Punjab and J&K, and keep public attribution standards scrupulously high.
Deterrence works best when it is boringly predictable to adversaries.

1 Keep ChabahaDpen as a Global Public Godeérame it explicitly as a humanitarian and regienal
integration project. Pre&eommit guaranteed berth and storage for multilateral agencies; publish
transparent tariff books; and invite thirdountry monitoring of compliance. Legally conservative
executioncan coexist with strategic persistence.

1 Build INSTEPIus RedundancyFasttrack customs interoperability with Caucasus partners; pilot
greenlane protocols for perishable cargo; and underwrite limithgration airfreight bridges to
Central Asian hubs while seail legs mature. The goal is not a single big ribbetting but many
small timesavers.

O 2D D
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1 CreateA SanctionsgCompliance Backbone for MSMESgovernmertbacked reinsurance window
F2NJ SELR2NI ONBRAG FyR | yliaAa2ylf KStLRSal oaidl
will prevent overcompliance paralysis that silently destroys orders.

1 Quietly Expand theAfghanFootprint Around People and Dat&cholarships, telelinics, modular
solar and colethain pilots, and a joint working cell on terror finance and trafficking offer leverage
without endorsing Taliban governance. If a Bagratated understanding gathers pace, seek
information-sharingprot®2 f & GKIF 0 NBALISOG LYRAIQa SldAliASaod

1  Work With WashingtonWhere Interests Align Even inPakistan.Share targeted, attributeeady
intelligence on specific cadres and facilitators; ask for measurable milestones (finance seizures,
prosecutionshandover$ and timeboxed reviews. If the U.S. is investing political capital in
tF1AaGryQa FN¥e G2 adiindiddrolps,Sesandd&ify cather thant y R L2 £ A
reflexively oppose.

1 ResourceSecurity WithoutBaluchistanExposure Team with Japan, the EU and the U.S. on offtake
backed financing for copper, lithium and ragarth processing in third countries. This hedges against
a future where Western capital rentersBaluchistarat scale under a Pakisted.S. understanding.

1 ConvertTariff Pain into ClarityTrade narrow for certain: pharma careaits in exchange for
verifiable quality commitments; digitafade certainty for dateflow guardrails; criticaininerals
cooperation for cefinanced processing. Bank small wins that survive political mood swings.

f Narrative Diplomacy In multilateral forums and Tragk & = KIF YYSNJ 2y S GKSYSY Ly
projects are public goodsfood corridors, medical supply lines, and connective tissue that integrates
Central Asia into world markets. Narratives do not change laws, but they infl@esigeptions and
the temperature of enforcement.

Cautious Optimism

b2 iKAYy3 Ay (GKAAa I y Ra&iddryladuilitkidm issconiingebt; Tallbgn Anteriaal poliics O A O
remain opaque; sanctions on Iran will roil markets; and China will keep arbitraging Western hesitations. Yet
there is a path for India that cobines steadiness with selective audacity. Guard deterrence; keep

connectivity sovereign; convert tariff shocks into narrow but durable bargains; deepen partnerships across
Central Asia and with likeminded economies. India has always practised patietdr@st-first diplomacy at

its best anchored in publiggood projects others can sign on to. That is how New Delhi can navigate a

tighter, more competitive western horizon and still make it a corridor for trade, diplomacy and strategic
alignment 2y L yeRns.l Q&

. Karan Bir Singh Sidhs a retired IAS officer of the Punjab cadre (1984 batch) and a

policy commentator on governance, geopolitics and law. He holdgAm

Economics from the University of Manchester (UW)d aOS NI A FAOF GS Ay @]
I 5SSt 2LIYSyiié FTNRBY (GKS | | NI NRisthEond&Re { O
cum-Chief Editor ofThe KBS Chroniglhis daily personal newsletter. He has served as
{LISOALET / KAST {SONBGFINE (2 (KS D2@SNYyYSy
posture with a focusntheIndet  OAFAO FyR GKS &dzo O2yiGAySYy
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") TAJIKISTAN ', CHINA

y __ (Tibet)
: AFEHAN[STA]&; '_ ,T o
“~  mpiA &
BQGRAM ___»_ﬁf'PAKlSTA\;;} BAGRAM THEHEABAIETHGR HFORUNHRIENCE:
Kgbug__ __,:J‘: L G Ingar WHY INDAMWISSREREOAABRAT EFITSAMPEGHAN POLICY
P f (Brig Advitya Madahn
2 K8y t NBAARSY( 52yIFfR ¢NHzZYL) SELINBA&ASR | RS&AANB (2

military asset. It was a reminder that Afghanistaoften dismissed as a graveyard of empireéemains one

of the most strategically significant pieces the global chessboard. For India, too, this development

demands sober reflection. The questiom@ whether the United States should return to Bagram, but

whether India can afford to remain a passive observer in a region being rapidly reshaped by new alignments.

TheEnduring Lure oBagram

Located 6(Kmsnorth of Kabul, Bagram Air Base is not just another airfield. Built by the Soviet Union in the
1950s, it gained prominence during tBeviet AfghaiwWar (197289) and later became the nerve centre of

I 'Y S NXA Okeqatle piegedce in Afghanistan. Between 2001 and 21, Bagram served as a command hub,
logistics base, drone launch site, and detention centxgguably the most critical American military

installation in Central Asia. When US forces vacated it in August 2021, the withdrawal syinholigest

the end of a war but the closing of a geostrategic chapter.

That chapter, however, seems far from over. The reasons Washington is eyeing Bagram again are manifold.
¢tKS o0lasSqQa t20lGA2y |ft26a adNBSAttlIyOS 2F aSyairid
Nur test site in Xinjiang (around 2,0Rilometres away) and the Koko Nur weapons complex in Qinghai. It

I f&42 2FFSNB LINPEAYAGE (2 L NI yichheadzi Afghanitan itsel? birii K S NJ/
short, whoever controls Bagram enjoys a vantage point over three great poveega foothold in a region

that bridges South, Central, and West Asia.

A Crowded Geopolitical Arena

¢CKS | yYAGSR {GFdSaQ NBYySeSR AyuSNBal Kla yzi =
Afghanistan ory October, ten regional countriesincluding India, China, Russia, Pakistan, Iran, and all { a/]
Central Asian republitsfirmly opposed any return of American forces to Bagram. Their objections wer

varied butoverlappingconcerns about sovereignty, stability, and the risk of Afghanistan once again
becoming a proxy battleground. [—

For India, the issue is particularly complex. New Delhi has always viewed Afghanistan through both a €
strategic and moral lensvaluing democratic stability, inclusive governance, and the rights of women a
minorities. Yet, it must also reckon with a harsheality: the U.S. exit has created a vacuum now being 1

by China, Pakistan, and Russia through platforms like the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO; 2
Moscow Format. These frameworks, though imperfect, have one thing in comthay exclué the West

FYR AYONBlIaAy3Ite RSFAYS ! FIKIyAaldlyQds NBIA2YVE A dz

China seeks to secure its Belt and Road investments and extend th
ChingPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) into Afghan territory. Pal ﬂ
wants to ensure that Kabul remains friendlgr at least not hostile to

its security interests along the Durand Liff@eCentral Asian republics
sharing porous borders, fear that any renewed US presence could B
inflame militancy. In this mosaic, India risks marginalisation unless i
rethinks its diplomatic posture. B
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Why IndiaMust Engage, Not Isolate

L V' R A -estabilishi&ht of a fullledged embassy in Kabul was a step in the right direction. But symbolic
gestures must now translate into substantive engagement. Recognising the Taliban regime outright may be
premature, but strategic communication andlibrated cooperation are essential.

There are three compelling reasons for this shift

9 First Regional PragmatismWhether New Delhi approves or not, the Taliban are the de facto rulers
of Afghanistan. Waiting for Western validation or internal liberalisation may cost India valuable time
and influence. Other regional actar®kussia, and likely soon China and Pakistare moving
toward formal recognition. If India delays too long, it risks ceding diplomatic ground to adversaries
gK2 gAff AKILS ! TIAKIyAadlryQa SO02y2YAO FyR aSoOd:
1 Second Strategic BalanceBy engaging Kabul directly, India can counterbalance the growing-China
tF1Aadlry FEAA Ay GKS NBIA2yd . SA2Ay3IQa GNRAEIGS
ministers earlier this year was a clear signal of its intent to consolidate power ih &odi Central
Asia. A proactive Indian presence could provide the Taliban with an alternative partrrecstep
rooted in infrastructure, trade, and humanitarian assistance rather than political manipulation.

§ Third, Geoeconomic Opportunit. T IKF yAadl yQa @l 2F N
earth minerals and lithiurmestimated to be worth over a trillion
dollarg are drawing global attention. As the d$es these resources
and China positions itself as a mining partner, India should not be i
bystander. A stable, cooperative relationship with Kabul could opet,,
avenues for resource access, connectivity through Chabahar Port,
influence over continentalrde corridors linking South Asia to |

Central Asia and beyond. ¢

IRAN

Zahedan
4

CHABAHAR PORT
ARABIAN SEA

RecalibratingMoralism with Realism

I NAGAOA INRBdzS G(KIFG Sy3ar3aay3a ¢FLtAoly FyYz2dzyaa G2 Sy
FNBESR2Y® ¢KSAS O2yOSN¥Yya INB QGFIftAR FYyR YdzaAad NBYIAY
cannot be guided solely by moral absddnt - especially in a neighbourhood where strategic vacuums invite
hostility. The Taliban of 2025 are not identical to the Taliban of 1996. While far from progressive, the current
leadership has shown flashes of pragmatismopening some schools under logakssure angeeking

international legitimacy. These gestures are modest but worth testing through engagement rather than
isolation. India need not abandon its values; it simply needs to sequence tpeioritising stability first,

reform through dialogue later.

t I 1 A dShadov@mad. y R EHoites

Some in New Delhi worry that closer ties with the Taliban might worsen relations with Pakistan. This fear is
YAALE I OSR® Lafl Yl ol RQAa K edtadinKaskingr andl BigidriddligrievaycBsithat A 4
transcend Afghanistan. Over the years, many Afghan leaders, including elements within the Taliban, have
NEAAAGSR tF{AadlyQa FGGSYLIia G adNI GS3IAO0 nRaYAY ! G
Kashmir is a bilateral issue.
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India must, therefore, stop viewing Afghanistan solely through the prism of Pakistan. Instead, it should

f SOSNI IS GKS ylFddz2NI £ 3F22RgAff ! FIAKIya Kh@dn KAad2 N
hospitals and schools to the Parliament buildimg{abul. Quiet diplomacy, coupled with visible

humanitarian aid, can build trust without the need for overt recognition.

A New Regional Order

¢CKS YSaal3asS FTNRY (KS NBIA2y Aa OfSFENY ! FAKFYAAGl y:
The US may want Bagram back, but the geopolitical landscape has changed. The regional jpoligers
included must learn to work within new realitiesther than old hierarchies.

For India, this is not the time for hesitation. It is the time for nuanced engagenwem that safeguards

strategic interests, sustains moral credibility, and positions New Delhi as a responsible stakeholder in

' TAKEFYA&GlIyQa NBO2yaidNHzOGA2Yyd wSO23ayAlA2YySE oKSYy A
earnest.

l A402NR KlI&a akKz2gy GKIFIG K2a$S ¢K2 A3Iy2NB ! FIKIyArAad
K2zald O2YLISGAYy3 FYoAUAZ2Yyas odzi GKS NBIf O2yGSaid Aa
spectator in the new Great Game dep forward as a decisive regional actor shaping its own security
environment.

Brig Advitya Madan, a product of Punjab Public School, Nabha not only stood out at his alma
mater but even in NDA where, apart from excelling in academics, he bagged a much coveted
Y. f dzS Q-riding an& ghysika$training. He Commanded 15 PUNJABandrland a

Sector in Churachandpur, Manipur. He has held the appointment Brigadier Operational
Logistics of Western Command. Currently, he is d@ifn# writer and freelance journalist. His
columns appear frequently in all the National Dailies.

a/l
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Indian Ocean ; b .”’
INVOKING SCHWERPUNKT IN THE INDIAN CONTEXT
(Maj Gen Harvijay Singh, SM)

Schwerpunkis a German military concept that translates to "Centre of Gravityhe focal point where the
most force and resources are concentrated to achieve a decisive breakthrough in battdiga, due its
location faces a Quagmire of Military inevitabilities. The article examines the threats and analyses the
opportunities by adapting the principles of Schwerpunkt in the doctrine of war in India.

Eine Operation ohne Schwerpunkt is wie ein Mann ohne Charakter.

An operation without Schwerpunkt is like a man without charaetéield Marshal Paul von Hindenburg

India, a Quagmire of Military Inevitabilities

LYRAFQa YAfAGFENE LIRaddz2NE Aa &AKIFLISR o6& AdGa 3S23INI LI
where China and Pakistan present simultaneous threats with differing doctrines:

1 One favours salanslicing and greyone tactics,
1 the other asymmetric warfare and proxy terror.

This creates a two front war dilemma across multiple domalindia cannot afford to neglect either front,
forcing a perpetual readiness posture and doctrinal flexibility.

The Geography of Indies arguably among the most intricate and demanding globaitynatched in scale
and significanceThere are 15107 Kms of land borders, a coastline of 7517 diu to those 197 islands
and an additional 2094 Km coastline. These borders comprise a vast variety of terrain: deserts, plains,
riverine deltas, hills, mountains, high altitude and glaci€he Himalayas stretch 2,400 Kms from Gilgit
Baltistan to Arunachal Pradesh. Further North, they extend into Tibet.

The International Borderslso include the Line of Control (LoC) with Pakistan and the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) with China where terms of engagement are rather fluid bordering on active hostility. The long and
porous borders with Pakistan are 3323 Kms and China 3380 Kms diegtirom a few feet above Mean

Sea Level to Siachen the highest battlefield in the waalderage altitude of 20,000 Feet above Mean Sea
Level). At any time, the Indian Armed Forces are deployed in temperatures ranging fradegie@s

Centigrade t650 Degrees Centigrade.

India also shares its borders with other countries: Banglade)97 Kms, Myanmag 1643 Kms, Nepal
1758 Kms and Bhutan600 Kms; with relationship bordering oabhi Khushi Kabhi Gham

Consequently, India faces many Geopolitical and Stragebiofinituminevitabilities which require a special
approach to preparedness and warfighting across all domains of modern warfare with time tested
strategies.
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Ly@21Ay3 {OKgSNLIMzyld Fa | {GNFGS3IAO CdzZ ONMHzY Ay Ly

Schwerpunkis a German military concept that translates ©ehtre of Gravity - the focal point where the
most force and resources are concentrated to achieve a decisive breakthrough inltbattleodies the
principle of concentrated effort at decisive points and remains strikingly relevant even today across all
military domains It involves:

1 Directing the bulk o€ombat Powe(Kinetic Force, C4ISR, Cyber and Electronic Warfare, Space
Power, Logistics & Sustainment, Leadership & Morale, Interoperability and Jointness) towards a
critical objective W SY i NB 2F DNI @A (e Q

1 Using speed and surprise in concentrating force at the Centre of Graviityout speed, the enemy
regroups, without surprise, the enemy resists. Together speed and surprise create a tactical shock.

1 Seed and surprise alddislocatel KS Sy SyeQa O023yAGA0S OSYyiNB | yR
leading to doss of situational clarity, command cohesion, and psychological confidence.

7 2 KAScBwenpunkk F20dzaSa 2y (KS W/ SyGdNB 2F DNI@gAGeQ:
vulnerabilitiesg alternate thrusts, deception and adaptable logistics contribute to flexibility without
compromising on the Centre of Gravity.

India Must WieldSchwerpunkias a TheatreSpecific Pivot
1 Northern Front (China), High AltitudeSchwerpunkt = logistics and hightitude dominance can be

achieved by Ladakh airfields, all weather roads, ISR drones, light armour forafftigide plateaus
and winterized rapid deployment drills.

=

Western Front (Pakistan), Vast Plains and DeseBishwerpunkt = swift armour thrusts can be

achieved byntegrated Battle Groups (IBGs) and Suppression of Enemy Air Defence & Destruction of
Enemy Air Defence (SEAD & DEAD) as psychological shockwaves, Intense Electronic Warfare action
against enemy Command and Control and Anti Drone Warfare.

Historical Examples of Schwerpunkt a/]

p

|

Manstein proposed a bold plan to invade France.
Instead of attacking through the heavily fortified
Maginot Line, the Germans would send a decoy fo E:
through Belgium while concentrating their real pow
- the Schwerpunkt through the dense Ardennes
- ' Forest, a region the Allies considered impassable f
] FRANCE tanks. The gamble paid off. German Panzer divisio
1 »/"%:&;5 poured through the Ardennes, catching the French
and British forces off guard. Within days, they
reached the English Channel, g off Allied troops and forcing the dramatic evacuation at DunHinle

strategy of Schwerpunkt was achieved with the focus of an overwhelming force at a critical point to br
GKNRdzZAK YR RA&NMHzZLIG GKS SySyeQa O2KSaiazyo

May 1940, World War 1IGerman General Erich von L
GERMANY
!]l

St
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1971 Indo Pak WarCentre of Gravity of the war was the liberation a
East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). India concentrated its military,
diplomatic, and psychological efforts on the capture of Dacca, the
capital. Other cities were strategically bypassed. This overwhelmin
strategy led to a swift victory in 13 days when Pakistan surrendereg
Dacca. The strategy helped avoid excessive casualties and pressus
the United States of America for a cease fire before the objective
achieved. The strategy empled by India was copy book class in e
strategic concentration, tempo, and political timing of military operations. Stiewerpunkivas Dacca not
just geographically, but symbolically. Once Dacca fell, the war was toedate for the American Seventh
Fleet present in the Bay of Bengal to change anything.

1999 Op VIJAYt was aHighaltitude Tactical

Schwerpunkwith a focus to recapture key

LISIF1a Ay (GKS YI-mWHEAf aSoi

coordination (Operation Safed Sagar +

© Operation Vijay) focused on dislodging

* Pakistani intrusions without crossing the LoC.

Tactical dominance in higgititude warfare;

restored ttNNA G 2 NA I £ Ay G SINRKGEc
! ; 3 PRy A g < mastery in higkaltitude warfare did not just

reclaim terrain, it reasserted the prmuple that soverelgnty is not negotiable, even at 18,000 feet.

2025- Op SindoorCounterTerror Schwerpunktvith focus on

precision strikes on terror camps post the Pahalgam attack. Indie
TN YSR AU Fa aftAYAGSR 3aINBaa \
terror hubs and military threats without escalation. No fedlale 3o | Jammy

war was declared, and temporary ceasefvas imposed after the Y ' S
objectives were metOp Sindooiis a compelling example of India o R
applyingSchwerpunkprinciples in a modern mutdomain context. (fache

° N -
Bhimber . )
Sialkot @ Chak Amru

1 Targeted destruction of terror infrastructurdocus on high

value nodes in Pakistan and PgXdecisive point of effart “**™" ""ﬁﬂre"i
1 Coordinated triservice strikes using precision weapons lik t’
SCALP and BrahMos cruise missiles and HAMMER boml sanavatpr i INDIA

from standoff ranges Concentration of Force

1 Achieved strategic objectives in 88 hours,-prapting diplomatic pressure and escalatiohempo
and Speed.

1 Operational commanders were given autonomy under clear political intBtission Command.

1 Combined kinetic strikes with cyber resilience and narrative warfare to counter Pakistani
misinformation- Multi-Domain Integration.

Op Sindoomwas not about using an overwhelming force, it was about precision, timing, and clarity of
objectivec that is textbookSchwerpunkt
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Schwerpunkt Principles

f United StatesntegratesSchwerpunkinto multi-domain operations focusing on decisive points
across land, air, sea, cyber, and space. The concept is linked to Centre of &ralysis, helping
planners identify critical vulnerabilities in adversary forageating a convergent punch at a critical
moment.E.g Cyber & Space Commandargeting enemy networks, satellites, and decisioaking
before a kinetic conflict.

1 Germanystill acknowledgeSchwerpunkas a guiding principle, particularlynmission command
doctrine, where commanders emphasize flexibility and decentralized deemggding. Mission
command is structured autonomy. It empowers leaders at every level to act decisively within a
shared framework, especially when the fog of war thickens enabfiegibility, initiative, and tempo
- the holy trinity of manoeuvre warfare.

1 Russiammilitary strategy incorporateSchwerpunkin deep battle doctring concentrating forces at
key points to disrupt enemy defences and logistics. In Crimea (th#)erpunktvas psychological
FYR O2YYlIYyR LI NIYfeara NIGKSNI GKFIy (AYySGAO
electronic warfare, and narrative control created fait accompli before Ukraine could rehis.
translates to identifying the pressure point where a small victory causes systemic change.

1 The People's Liberation Army (PLA) of ChappliesSchwerpunkprinciples innformation
Warfare, focusing on cyber and electronic warfare to achieve strategic domingheedecisive

R2 YA

LRAYG A& y2 f2y3aISNIF KAffG2L) 2N oNAR3IST odzi GK

Identifying Critical Vulnerabilities Offering Potential Leverage to India for Exercising Schwerpunkt

1 China

o / KAyl Qa $§02y2Ye A& & N ow
exports including India. Disruption in trade "
ties especially in higtech or pharmaceutical . "=

sectors can upset its manufacturing base.

o / KAYlI Q& FaaSNIA@SyS:
Taiwan Strait, and Himalayan border
stretches its military and diplomatic T e
bandwidth. India can exploit this by Lol
strengthening ties with ASEAN, Japan, and Australia.

Eastern Sector

Central Sector (1325 Kms excl Bhutan)

(545 Kms)

5
0 SN
INDIA S INEPALT ===y
“

[l oisputeD AREAS SRR M Mahon Line

o LYRAIQa 3ANRgAY3I O06SNIOFLIOGAfTAGASE | yR
FfOSNYFGABGSa0 OKFftSy3aS / KAYyFQa RAIAGE

o LYRALFQ& SAGNIYH YSRAF FyR OAGAEf &20A48(
regions like the Indéracific.

0 In case the state reaches a conflict situation,a&myovocation in Arunachal Pradesh or

Ladakh can be answered with interference of Chinese shipping in the Indian Ocean or
precision strikes against CPEC choke points in GBgiltistan and Pakistan.
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Pakistan

o tllAadryQa SO02y2Yeé A& OKNRBYAOFffte dzyadlofST
YIyQa y22aSo

0 5SaLAGS ydzOf SINJ LI NRG&Z t | 1 A adorhayhQapabittidgsy @Sy G A
India can use precision strikes and cyber operations to impose costs without escalation.

0 Terrorism associations and human rights concerriZailuchistarand PoJK weaken its
diplomatic standing. India can lead narrative campaigns in multilateral forums to shape
global perceptions. India can also encourage discontent in these regions against the Pak
regime.

0 About 85% of the Thar Desert lies within India. This
provides India with logistical depth, and staging flexibility
crucial for rapid deployment and manoeuvre. This allows

I . LYRALF G2 SELX2AG tl1Aadl yQa
| | b reach its green belt quickhAny offensive by Pakistan

1% | c 3 will sink in the fast desert space that lies with Indlihis
manoeuvre dominance gives India an unbeatable

- . advantage.

- —— =
T eRrey

These critical vulnerabilities need to be wargamiedluded in our doctrine and frequently rehearsed to

forge a strategic deterrence. India has already demonstrated its capabilitieferrence through escalation
during Op Sindoor, the strikes were so fast and precise that the enemy was left wondering what hit them. A
point to note is that deterrence happens only when the stakes are raised so high and fast, that the
adversaries reconsider the viability of simuk@us engagement. The principle of rapid and decisive
escalation is crucial in the Indian ¢ert due to the vast frontiers and the existence of multiple domains of
operations. Escalation would have to take place in the military, political, economic and the cyber domains.
The signal would have to be swift and firm to make the enemy realise that any misadventure will be costly
¢ a multidomain Schwerpunktwhich is not merely a physical concentration of force, but a psychological
fulcrum that compels adversary recalibration.

Maj Gen Harvijay Singh, SM

.
‘ Third generation soldier, two sons also army officers. Menaf@unjab Military
Literature Society. Written five book&kuseUkraine War, Indo Pak Wars: 1948, 1965,
1971, Battles That Made Histognd Gallant Soldiers: Short Stories of Big De&ug

- Monographs Grey Zone Warfare and Lessons Learnt from the Ukraine War.
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e A ;A'dk@ .f«, -i » “. r"\_u‘ R VA - ..m
1965 WAR: PAKISTAN'S GAMBLE & INDrA'S : AN OVERVIEW
(Lt Gen (Dr) JS Cheema, PVSM, AVSM, VSM, PhD
tF1A&aGHYyQa RSOAAAZY (2 AGFNI F 61N 6AGK LYRAF Ay |

miscalculations, political frustrations, and a misplaced sense of its military superiority. Pakistan considered
India militarily weak after its defeat by Chinali®62, and the distinct possibility of it becoming an

unassailable foe in four to five years, compounded by its systematic integration of Jammu and Kashmir into
GKS yIFGA2Yy It YIFIAYAGNBlIYSE SR AG G2 02y dakeRS Sthten pc p

The inconclusive first Indfaakistan War of 19448 cemented Kashmir as the central issue in bilateral
relations. India pursued a deliberate and meticulous strategy to integrate J&K into its national framework,
while Pakistan built up its military capébyi through international alliances. Its membership in eutheast
Asian Treaty Organisation (SEATO) and the Central Treaty Organisation (CENTO), ostensibly a bulwark
against communism, was in fact a strategic manoetwigolster its military muscle.

India granted Special Status to J&K through Article 370 of the Indian Constitution in 1950, followed by

St SOlAz2ya (2 (GKS adlrdasSqQa O2yadAddzsSyd laasSvyofe Ay |
distance himself from Delhi and was arestin 1953 for allegedly cosying up to Pakistan. The Constituent
Assembly formally integrated J&K into India by adopting the State Constitution in 1956. In response to
tF1AadryQa INRBgAYI YATAGENE adNBy3i kepromibPohaS aAyAa
L SOAEZO0OAGS YR LINRBLRASR | Wy2 g N LIOGIQ AY mMdpc3I
NBazf SR FANBUOD ¢KS {dzZLINBYS [/ 2dzNI | AadzYSR 2dzN® 3 PX
alignment with other India states was complete. Diplomatic efforts to resolve the impasse yielded little M

The 1962 Sindndian War, which resulted in a humiliating defeat for India, was followed by the 3963
Pakistan Border Agreemerith which Pakistan ceded territory to China. Tareclosed the possibility of any
likely Indian offensive then in Pakistaocupied Kashmir (Pokignalling. Y R thilita®ya/ulnerability. [—

The alleged theft of a holy relic in Srinagar in December 1883p widespread protests against the Indiar E
government. Tglacate the peopleindia released Sheikh Abdullah in April 1964 after eleven years of
AYLINREA2YYSyiaod 1 Aa @Aard G2 t1 1Aadl ydetenyikationldzo A /
reignited Pakistani hopes of leveraging internal dissent.

To capitalise on the evolving situation, Pakistan established an ad hoc Kashmir Cell in early 1964 und
Foreign Secretary, who advocated direct application of military force instead of organising frequent sa
activities by its intelligence ageesi. Foreign Minister Bhutto, championingteb 2 ¢ 2 NgolizySaghGedl ¥
thatA ¥ tF1Aadly 6SNB SOSNI (2 KIFI@S AGa 6K2tS YSt
military modernisation, initiated post962, rendered it an unassailable fé&esident Ayub and Army Chiel
General Musa were reluctant to pursue military action, even guerrilla ops, fearing an escalatiofuiito a
scalewar with India's numerically superior and industrially seifficient forces. Ayub repeatedly
SYLKIaAaSR GKIFG tF1AadlryQa aSOdzaNAGe aKz2dZ R y2
overreliance on foreign military aid

(V)

O 2D D
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LYRAI Qa SEGSyaAirzy 2F I NIAOftSa opc |yR opwhAliZ2l MY
FYR Wt NAYS aAyAaildSNDR gAGK WD2@OSNY2NR yR W KAST a.
LISNOSAGAY3I AlG | a pdnfanentlintegratiéniPhldistan féaged that Kashilwgdildisoon

be removed from international disputégreclosing any negotiated settlememilajor General Shaukat Riaz

noted that thefailure of political negotiationprompted the reluctant Ayub to resotbd military action.

General Musa, the Pakistan Army Chief, wrote that no government in Pakistan could accept this position. It is

a ridiculous logic, with Pakistan conveniently forgetting that J&K had acceded to India like any other State

and is an integrgpart of the country. Regrettably, Pakistan behaved much the same manner, sans military
option, when India revoked Article 370 in 2019.

There was near parity between the Indian and Pakistani armies in 1965, with the latter having technical
superiority in their Patton tanks. Pakistan Air Force enjoyed a qualitative technical superiority of its Sabre
2Sia 20SNJ LyRALI QaFolcetzhoyaver, e lindiad Savyaedphyi&i Mat2gdentitafive and
gualitative superiority.

tF{Aadrys a | LINBftdzRS G2 GdSad LYyRAFQa NBaz2t @S +y
Rann of Kutch in April 1965. Its forces outperformed the Indian Army, a tactical success that dangerously
AYFELFIGSR t 1 Aadl gvidgithe@ahfificFas RiSoy, Gidnodt rdtalfaie forcdfully@ldading
tr{Aadry G2 YAANBFIR Ada NBadNIXAyd Fa sSIrilySaa |yR
push over.

In May 1965, President Ayub approved a

Qasim

limited armed struggle in J&K, believing it P R
Id t k fU'” Khalid For‘cf : p---./’—--\b_‘_ \Tarlq Force
Wwould not provoke a — Keran NI B,
] . . Muzaffafabad ;’ x:orce Jacob ¥~
scale war. The first act of this ambitious plal Nusrat OFCE\LQ“Tangdhar. o ,nd,,,u,porcel \i-' o Kargil
. . . . .\ \}
wasOperation Gibraltara covert mission to =y, \ BN onamirg
infiltrate thousands of irregulars into J&K to Nw 2o x"e""E , esrinagar
incite a rebellion, with the Army finally g
: - .

liberating it. Implicitly, it was intended to
"defreeze" the Kashmir issue and force Indi
to the negotiating table from a position of

._-l—-v

Ghaznavi o Rajaur;
Force o4

15 Cor
eBanihal

strength.The plan, however, backfired i
miserably. The people of Kashmir, far from Babur rﬂe{:f? Akhnoor
rising, supported the Indian Army, providing \'}‘ﬂ .

vital intelligence, enabling it to eliminate the
infiltration threat.

LYRAI y20 2yfteé O2yGFAYSR (GKS AYyFALGNI GA2Yy GKNBI
across the Ceasefire Line, capturing strategic objectives like the Hajipir Pass and dominating features in the
Tithwal and Punch sectors. Thefalur 2 ¥ G KA & | dzRIF OA2dza 3AF Yot S gl a | &
and a significant moratbooster for the Indian Army, after its perceived failure in the Kutch crisis.

Thwarted but undeterred, Pakistan launched Operat@nand Slanon September 1, 1965, aiming to

OF LG dzNBE GKS ! { KydzNJ . NAR3ISS ASOSNIJ LYRAI Q& adzZlli e €
Jammu. The Pakistan Army achieved rapid success but faltered thereafter, ultimately failing to achieve any

of its objectves. India’'s swift and decisive countgfensives in the Lahore and Sialkot sectors led to a full

scale war, which Pakistan wanted to avert.
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Ly NBA&LRY &S -thiugt ogerdtiBrs in & LahodzSecrtbr, Pakistan
flIdzyOKSR Adla O2dzyiSNRFFSYyaAwdS Ay LYRAIFIQa YKSY{( Il NI
few villages close to the border. The plan was to thrust forward to
capture the strategic Beas Bridge on the Grand Trunk Road, thereby
cutting off Amritsar.

¢KS LYRAFY ! N¥eé GKglFNISR tlF{AadlyQo
its thrust at Assal Uttar and decimating its elite armoured formation
SldzA LIWSR gAGK (GKS | MaledFisicite y G y1 a ® BB P Ly Qa
ambitious gamble to deliver a crushing blow and force a decisive :

favourable enestate was converted tMauled Fisby a judicious ' J’ZU
O2YGAYlIGA2Y 2F LYRALFQA RSGSNNAyY SR, HAHORE
counterattack® ¢ KS LYRALFY ! NX¥eQad 2FFSy&aArp 17
created further agony for Pakistan, capturing aalae territory, ]
destroying a large number of its tanks and threatening the vital

strategic communication centre. The United Nations, when India had
gained an edge over Pakistan, imposed a ceasefire on the night of

22/23 September, bringing an end to the-day war.

MO NP dza 3

f»

The 1965 war was more than a military confrontation; it was a collision of

ideologies and strategic visions. As Air Commodore Jasjit Singh wisely observed,

the mere threat of a militarily strong India did not deRakistan butather incited it.Its fatal gamble defied

the theoretical logic thatpowerLJ: NA (i & LINSIGSKVaElI WONIPRSALISNF S | G4GSYL
LINE GSR | GOoNRR3IS (22 FINE ONAYIAAYIA Ay KdzZYAT AL GAZ2Y
tF1AadlyQa FRd ALNYREF & YSXSAGENE It 2NBE O

Lieutenant General JS Cheema, PVSM, AVSM, VSM, Ph.D, was commissioned into 10 SIKH
and superannuated as Deputy Chief of the Army Staff. He held critical command an
assignments along the entire spectrum of conflict in diverse regions. The Gerfarat C M
= commanded his parent battalion10 SIKH, along the Line of Control (LC) and in Fero.
I duringOp Vijay. He was th&OC 11 Corps in 2045 during the Golden Jubilee of the
‘ 1965 War and published a thoroughly researched cotédre book titledShyrainjali on L

the War. Postetirement, he earned his Doctorate from Panjab UniversityDetérrence

and Decision Making for War in the Indian Context: An Analytical Study." B

An ardent sportsperson, the General Officer was the founder-&t@ncellor of Maharaja Bhupinder Sing
Punjab Sports University, Patiala, from Aug 2019 to Aug 2024.

O DS D
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¢l 9 W5 Q asGdcardedinvtve war Museum of the JAT regimental Centre at Bareilly
Ad Aa dKFG wO2YLRdzyR 6 KAOK RS@Sf2LJa 2dz
especially by the regimental officers, with the warmth of enthusiasm that it merits. In thit
the Dangers the Deprivationsand Discomfortsare shared equally by all ranks in the Unit, .
are the joys and high spirits that spring up when small and bigger challenges alike, are
successfully met with and conquered. All these are made possible because the officers
seen to lead, the junior |elers to enthuse and persuade the men to perform in the highes
OGN RAGA2ya 2F GKS wS3aAaySyidce

LESSONS FRAME BATTLE OF DOGRAI

(Brig Pradeep Sharma, 3 JAT)

3 Battalion, the JAT Regimeit & 2 @SNJ nnn &SI NAE 2f R ( Zéptod ofF 2/ RNILING R
The battalion fought an intense combat for 17 days in the 1965 Indo Pak War.

Clouds of War

The Battalion moved to Khasa in July 1965erved as a training area, cremation ground and the Bn Rear.
Col Desmond Hyde was the Commanding Offleerparations began in right earnest:

1 No sooner had the Bn settled down, the battalion quickly got down to preparations for combat.

i Teams were organized and trained in ARéink Weapons, RCLs that had not been used for the past
four years! New models of Battalion Support Weapons including MMGs and 3 Inch Mortars.

1 Learn to prepare Molotov Cocktails for use against Bunkers, Pill Boxes and Tanks.

1 Attack, house clearing drills, reorganisation and holding in the face of Counterattacks. Create
llluminations plans using 2 Inch Mortars and Very Light Pistols to keep desired areas illuminated.

1 Many more practical aspects like integrate subuaitsljunior leadership.

The Gathering Storm

Pakistan began by air bombing of many Punjab cities, including Amritsar on 4 September, India retaliated
and quickly ordered a blitzkrieg towards Lahore in the wee hours of 6 September.

The 11 Corps Plan

1 15 Infantry Division to secuigasternbank of the Ichhogil canal with 38 Infantry BrigamteRanian
Axis and 54 Infantry Brigade astride GT Road tasked to capture Jallo and Dograi bridge on the Canal.
1 As per 54 Infantry Brigade plan:
o 15 DOGRA was to advance along the GT Road and capture Dograi and the bridge on the
Ichhogil Canal.
0 Simultaneously, a reinforced rifle company group from 13 PUNJAB was to mov along the
railway line and secure the JALLO BRIDGE.
o Inthe first phase, 3 JAT was ordered tepgags WAGAH, and secure the area of villages
GHOSADIAL, as a brigade firm base, from where the advance to the canal would kick off.
The plans were later changed and 3 JAT continued to Dograi amchtiegil Canal.

Into Battle

The Plains across Amritsar were interspersed with Canals, designed for irrigation but catered to the defence
of Lahore.

The F'attack (6 Sep)of 3 JAT went smoothlytaking the enemy by surprise, crossing over to the west bank
of the Ichhogil Canal proved a challenge, keeping in mind that there was no Air suppbetyAstipport and
the Tanks had got stuck at the broken Bridge. The battalion had to withdraw on orders oigaieB
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The second attackfter a gap of two weeks proved a challenge since the enemy by then had occupied
defences in strength, convertinginto an unbreakable fortress by 16 Punjab (Pathan) and other troops of
their 114 Infantry Brigade ex 10 Infantry Division.

54 Infantry Brigade attack on Dograi was planned in two phases.

1 Phase 1: 13 Punjab was to attack Milestone 13 held by its two Companies on the GT road, East of
Dograi, by midnight of 21/22nd September from the south.

1 Phase Il 3 JAT was to attack Dograi from the negtist at 1 AM (H hour) on 22 September.

9 15 DOGRAwas reserve.

Unfortunately, heavy casualties suffered by 13 PUNJAB, stalled the &t@ddayderevailedupon the Cdr

for 3 JAT to assault in Phase Il, as by then, the Bn had already reached the FUP. Any postpone@&teof 3 J
Phase Il attack at this juncture could have disastrruthe ensuing attack that night, true to their
O2YYAGYSyidGa FyYyR (G2 GKSANI/ hQa SELISOGIGA2yas o W! ¢
Dograi.

Some 22,000 rounds of our Divisional artillery were pumipeehdDograi was truly like an Inferno in
flames!.30-inch Medium Machine gun tracer bullets crisscrossing the nightakfilled the air and made
the hapless township virtually into a red ball of fire!

TheJATsttacked inan unconventional manner in single
Company columns, rushing in one after the other to successfully
capture separate objectives, located in the four corners of Dograi
by AM on 22 September. As they firmed into their respective
objectives, the enemy launcheseries of Counter attacks which
were beaten back with heavy casualtteshe enemy.The battle
progressedcon-stopfor over 27 hours by first light next day, 3

Jat was firmly in control of the objective, with a subdued ener-
driven across the canal towards the west.

The Destroyed Bridge over léhhogil Canal More than half of the Battalion's Officers and men (18 Officer
and 505 JCOs and Other Ranks took part in the battle), had [-
2

SAGKSNI 0SSy 1AffSR 2NJ 62dzyRSR RdzZNAy3 (KS 2LISN

even under such adverse situations.

Besides their humiliating defeat, trmemysuffered more
than 500 casualties, 100 &dinks,includingthe 16 Punjab
(Pathan) CO, Lieutenant Colonel Golewala and his Battery &=
Commander, Major Beg, being takenRrssonersof-War.

3 JAThad fought with a rare ferocity and unity of purpose thez
seldom finds mention in war manuals. 'y

TOTAL GALLANTRY AWARMBSN BY THE BATTALIGN
MVCs, 4 VrCs, 7 SENA MEDALS, 12 MENNONPATCHES
AND 11 CHIBBF ARMY STAFF'S COMMENDATION CARL

Brig Niranjan Singh, Commander 54 Infantry Brigade
inspects the ‘Dograi Bunkers’

O DD D
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Lessons Learnt

i Team BuildingImportance of team building far outweighs personal ambition and qualifications.

1 Importance of Training During Peace Tintdelgs the commanders at alevels to hone their skills
and perfected the battle drills of the soldier on ground.

1 Orders Brief, Clear andnambiguousTwo examples:

o0 Ek bhi aadmi peeche nahin hatte ga! Dograi mein milenge Zinda ya M@dbBHyde In fact
rumour has it that the CO passed orders to shoot anyone turning back, including himself!

0 Tothe O Gp, follow your C(MCOpt Section, the NCO his Pl Cdr and the PI Cdr his Coy Cdr
who will lead you onto your objective.

1 ExperienceCorrect use of assets. The experienced JCOs were given command of Companies and
Officers to lead Pls.

1 Leadershipt is all about leading from front, setting personal example and taking initiative by
grasping the opportuniés

1 Camouflageand Use of GroundThe mportance of cam@ndconcealment wasealisedwhen the
Y €chelon of the battalion was destroyed by air attack.

1 Communication The fact thathe battalion was out of comunicaton with the Brigade HQs
because of which theaznmanderwas not able to comprehend the achievementoattalionand
there success could not be followed up.

9 Elexibility. Theadaptation shown in changing/taking on additional tasks without hesitation was a
reflection of not just a resolute attitude but the ability to quickly undertake additional tasks even
though not part of the original plan.

1 SelfRelianceof the Infantry. To operate in the absence of Air support or Artillery fire, relying on Bn
SP Weapons alone to complete the task was quite evident.

1 UnstoppableDetermination in the face of enemy even after being shot and injured several times
Maj Tayagi, Subedar Phale Ram and Khajan Singh continued to inspire their men

Conclusion

A clear understanding of the Highe2 @ Y | Y RaighNMf¥aious levels. CO 3 JAT not only led from the;front
a factor that motivated and encouraged all ranks but also kept the overall objective in mind to unflinchingly
achieve the desired results.

« = Athird-generationofficer, Brig Pradeep Sharma was commissioned into 3 JAT in 1973,
)‘ _‘_ has served as Instructor Class C at IMA, NSG as a Sqn Cdr, Bfigade, CaGS of a
GRS  Division, Commanded a Mountaimiggade and BGS ainingof a Commandis anavid

» writer, a speaker on Counter Terrorism at Various Fora.
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CELEBRATING THE DIAMOND JUBILEE OF THE 1965 INDO P.

MEMORABLE ANECDOTES FROM THE WAR
(Maj Gen Harvijay Singh, SM)

For Op Gibraltawaslaunched in early Aug 1965 in Jammu & KashrRiakistan drew up a brazen plan to
infiltrate, induce insurgency and destabilize the region. Pakistan Army
soldiers of the Special Services Group (SSG), Mujahids (Muslim warrior) and
Razakars (Volunteer Guerrilla), disguised as locals entered the state.

_ Every infiltrating commando was given two rifles and additional ammunition;
5 one to fight with and the second to be distributed K@shmirido start what

was called amassive indigenous war against Indian occupation
belligerence bordering on comical foolhardiness

TheKashmiri population did not rise. Instead, they alerted the Indian Army who responded with swift
counter-infiltration operations.

On the night 67 Sep approximately 18®akistancommandos parachuted into Punjab to sabotage airfields
at Pathankot, Adampur, and Halwafheir missiotY ONRA LILIX S LYRALF Q& | ANJ LJ2 6 SNE
battlefield.

What followed was a grassroots counteroffensiwlagers, NCC
cadets, and local police formed search parties. By dawn, 138
were captured and 22 killed. These civilians, armed with :
little more than farming tools, turned into defenders of oy
national security with sheer resolvewas a young kid; we @ :.)’v s
caught one paratrooper on the boundary of our house and -.w’}'/f'/?
the Military Dairy Farm Jalandhar Cantt. R

The resilience of Punjabis during war is a legacy, forged in fire and carried in the marrow of generations.

11 Corps deployed in the RagiSutlej Corridowas dependent on P&T for g
trunk communications. These remained stable exceptto 4 Mountain [
Division in the Khem Karan Sectalisrupted due to shelling and move of
tanks.So,RR and wirelessave extensivelyused. After declaration of war
in the IB Sector on 6 Sep, the Corps Commander was concerned about ¢ 15
location of Pak 1 Armoured Division. 9l

The war was two days old and Col Lahiri, CO 11 Corps Signal Regimenf# '
gl a IAAOGSY I WCflakKQ YSaal3asS (2 of
Brigade.

A radio relay terminal in the open, 1965.

The line to the brigade was under repair, the CO made a dash to C 2 link (HF Link) and told the oper:

Of SIFNJ GKS YSaalr3aS AYYSRAILGSted ¢KS 2LISNFG2NI o 0
down for 30 minutes for change of battes and alignment of antennas. The CO told him to make a call
Fyesikismexad (KS . NAIFRS KIR &80 y.dheFlasmesdgesss 2 H v
cleared:d 9 Yy SY @& | NisbulthdEsFhas begun. Position own forces in piletermined locations as

£t NBF R& RSOARSRZI Ay &aK2NISad LaaraotsS dGayS (2 D A
I aSyaS 2F NBft ASTIhroughto ng 2adx yRa KR SXSI 80 SIGA/singheiitessdge 'S
deliveredin time, alteredthe course othe battle B

p
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Major KMKS Brach(retired as Maj Gen) and his crew celebrating on top of
the Patton shot by the tank he commanded in the
Battle of Bhagowal (Shakargarh Bulge), 13 Sep 1965
The tank he commanded was a Sherman Mk IV of
the 62 CAVALRY.

He is the father of Maj Gen TPS Waraich, our

worthy MLF member. Maj Barach was the tank
commander in that engagement where they shot
three tanks. The gunner and Maj KMKS Barach were
"Mentioned in Despatchesfor their brave and
meritorious performance in the battle.

The ShermaMk IV was a World War |l reljbut in the hands of
wel-i Ny AYSR LYRALFY ONBaay. Thef I ¢
Patton, though a formidable modern American tank became le
nimble and very vulnerable in the sugarcane chessboard of
Punjab. The Paki Patton Crews were poorly trained on the ne
machines and tended towards hasty firing and poor target
acquisition.Some of the captured/destroyed Patton tanks
odometers showed just 50 Milescovering just the

B Sqn 62 Cavalry on top ofdestroyed Pakistani Patton M 48 tank transportation within the Dallas factory and the Vehicle Depot:

Top Right: 50 years commemorative coin, Below Maj Gen KMKS Barach (left)
and Hony Capt OP Kadian (right), the Gunner

Dawn broke over Dograi on 23 Sep 1965, not with the

¢ thunder of artillery, but with the haunting sound of a man
weeping 2nd Lieutenant HK Jha, the young Intelligence
Officer of 3 JAT, heard the sobs echoing from the broken
bridge that spanned the Ichhogil Canal. Curious and cautious,
he climbed the shattered ramparts to investigate. What he
saw was not an enemy in arm$ut a man in anguish.

A Subedar of the Baluch Regiment, wounded and unarmed

looked up at the Indian officer. His eyes, bloodshot not just
FNRY o6FG0GfS o0dzi FNRBY ANRST:I 2
the words- part confession, part lament, part salute:

The Destroyed Bridge over Ichhogil Canal

bt Ay . IfdzOK 11 K22y X | dzy DK2alf 5F&Ff YSAY KII N
Rdzl K KIA (A YSNB AdGyS o0FOKS YIINBS 3resS X allikK K
maare gaye. Main purana 3rd JAT ka h®an

In that moment, the fog of war lifted to reveal something deeper: the tragedy of brothers divided by
02NRSNE>X 2F NBIAYSyidlrt tz2elrfidAasSa GKIG 2dzif AGSR yI |
men who had defeated him.
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1947- 48 THE FIRST INDO PAK WAR : REACH AND AUDACITY

(Colonel Samir Srivastava)
After all it was too much for the enemy to imagine that we could evéhido
Capt Shiv Dev Singh SidhuLightCavalry 13 Nov 1948

The 194748 operations by Indian Armed Forces in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), which includes the present
Union Territory of Ladakh indeed is the most defining moment of the modern Indian nation. The war started
within months of India attaining freedom and farer established a template wherein, when it comes to
national security, no quarters will be given.

Two important events; one that took place at the beginning of the war which in fact set the ball rolling and
the other towards the endd NB RA & OdRe&c®R I Aldicitg. K S W

OP JAK: Reach

Events that led to the accession of Jammu & Kashmir to India need no elaboration here. A decision was
taken to move troops into Kashmir notwithstanding the fact that no plan had been ever made to send Indian
troops to Kashmir. Accordingly, an Operatiomatiuction was issued on 27 Oct 1947 tbBattalion,the
SIKHRegiment the first battalion to induct into the Valley.

The situation was so fluid that a Battalion Commander had the authorisation to decide whether to lan
Srinagar or otherwise. It is worth mentioning that out of all aircraft (Dakotas) six were civilian aircraft ¢ M
other words militaryg civil fusion @ the go. The operation to land troops at Srinagar and thereafter is n
known as OP JAK. [_

Induction was not only by air. Forces were built up through Jammu as well. Apart from infantry there \
plans to build up armour as well. Accordingly, Sappers worked on a plan to create the required where B
which included a bridge on Ravi River.

Very soon, 7 Light Cavalry commenced move on the morning of 05 Nov 1947, although that was only
Sardar Patel, the Deputy PM underlined the dire situation. They made it in quick time to fight the Batt'
Shalateng on 07 Nov 1948. It was an outrigbtory due to brilliant fighting by Infantry, Armour and IAF,
which put Srinagar and Kashmir Valley beyond the grasp of the Raiders forever. A word for the 1AF; i
sheer improvisation and tenacity that they were able to operate fighter aircraft o@riofagar airfield,
which was lacking in all facilities for combat aviation. The Battle of Shalateng effectively brought an e
OP JAK; still much more fighting was yet to come. However, conduct of OP JAK exemplifies the sayit
well begun is half dae. It goes to credit of the planners and executors of OP JAK, who reached Kashn
Valley in time and saved it for the Nation. It is only due the successful conduct of OP JAK that operat
Gurais and Ladakh could be launched.

O DD D
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To sum up OP JAK in very few words; 75 years ago, a fledgling nation mobilised troops and reached Kashmir
WFIradSald sAGK GKS YzadSadQ FyR al @SR (KS =+ ffSeo
OP BISON: Audacity

It had now been over one year since Indian Armed Forces had landed in Kashmir Valley. While Indian forces
did make spectacular gains in Kashmir Valley and Jammu region, the same was not true in the north. Gilgit
passed into Pakistan hands (through treagheén November 1947 and within eight months, Pakistan had
occupied a vast and strategic region from Gilgit to the Nubra and from Karakoram to the Zoji La and Gurais
(sic). When Kargil fell in May 1948 the sole line of communication from Srinagar to & ehtvedf therefore

raiders could now march up to Leh from several directions and by June, threat to Leh was building up.

The fall of Skardu on 14 Aug 1948 made the situation further
precarious. Troops were inducted into Leh both by land and air,
there were some tactical victories secured by India but towards
end of October 1948, it was stalemate with neither side being
ableto force a decision and it was imperative that Indian troops
advance onto Kargil from Zoji La. This advance turned out to be
the most brilliant operation of the war on the Northern Front.

At 11578 ft, Zoji La is a formidable feature, gateway to Ladakh

S : : from the Kashmir Valley. The geography is such that it is
dlfflcult to outflank the pass. Two attempts to take the Pass in September 1948 had failed and time was
running out because with winter setting in no further conduct of operations would have been possible thus
leaving Leh Garrison isolated, possibly megtin{ {  NRdzQa FlI §S® ¢KSNBEF2NBI Ay
was decided to employ tanks in the attack on Zoji La which was dwektylecision. In 1948, it had been just
about three decades since tanks were first introduced in battle and till then had seen action mainly in
Europe and North Africa. Employment of tanks at such high altitudes in near arctic temperatures had never
beenplanned, leave alone done.

Tanks of 7 CAV moved from Jammu on 05 October 1948 a
ten days later reached Baltal, at the base of Zoji La. The m
from Jammu to Baltal over Banihal Pass, through the valley
and construction of a road till Zoji La fit for tanks is a separ:
story in tself. The tanks, one by one, thereafter moved into &
harbour, short of the Pass that was cut into an existing cavi . "
The stage was set and the operation was first named OP %
SPARROW, later superseded by OP BISON. On 01 Noven *
1948, tanks commenced moverfdoji La at 10:15 am and
before midday, at 11:00 am, the first tank got across the %
Pass. What followed was mayhem on the Pakistani side. This has been brought out by a flurry of radio
messages intercepted which gives out desperation of the defenders and disbelief of their suggfiors.
BISONvas a resounding success. Zoji La was captured without any difficulty. 77 Infantry Brigade thereafter
pressed on towards Kargil ultimately linking up with the Leh Brigade, at Kargil, on 24 Nov 1948.

OP JAK and OP BISON are two landmark military operations of the Indian Armed Forces which too was

FFFSOGSR RdAzZNAY3a LYRAIFIQA GNIyaAGA2Y FNRY | . NARGAAK
problems. It was only due to success of OP JAK #sdtriir Valley was saved and it was from here on
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operations in Kargil and Ladakh could be planned and executed. It can be said that but for OP JAK, there
would have been no OP BISON. Without success in OP JAK, the Instrument of Accession Jammu & Kashmir to
India would have been nothing more than the papa which it as drafted and signed.

Lessons for the present day Indian Armed Forces

1 Enhance ReachThe most visible example is the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative, which is all about
Reach mainly for resources and trade and if required for show of force. USA is a superpower mainly
due to its ability to reach wherever it wants. India should be prepared to reach unexpected places
and in an unexpected manner. Evacuation of Indian nationats fabul in August 2021 and Ukraine
in early 2022 itself shows the importanceRéacHhor any country having serious global aspirations.
Reachis notonly about physical space but now also about cyber space, mental space, outer space et
al. In this fasthanging world India needs to invest in crediBkeach within Indian Ocean Region to
begin with, later extended to other parts of the world. There will be places and situations where
IndianReachwill be contested by competing adversaries but if India could show how to do this 75
years ago on attaining independence and later on during the 1980s in Maldives and Sri Lanka, there
isnoreasonwhythatindi R2Sa& y20 W{SSLI 6KA& NI fADPSQ y2¢

1 Nurture Audacity. To think beyond the obvious needs a different mental setup. OP BISON, the
Battle of ZojLa is a landmark battle where commanders on ground changed the paradigm by
bringing in an unexpected factor on the battlefield. This can be considered in the league of Hannibal
crossing the Alps with elephants. It would be incorrect to look at OP BIS@\/ras a battle where
F NY2dzNJ 61 & dzaSR Ay |y dzySELISOGSR YIFYyySN® LG A&
Sy@St2LI5Q> 2dzyA2NAR (Nryafl SR GK2dzAKG Aydz2 IO
followed because there was none. Theeddo nurture an ecosystem éfudacitywithin the Indian
I NY¥SR T2NODSa 6KAOK OFy O2yOSLiidzrt AaS IyR SESOd:
¢KS ySEG Ww22A [ az2YSyiQ é6Aaff 65 6KSy 6S Oy
RAAO0OSEAST Ay (KS S h&&beanat Zilay/ IRdiah Armedl Rdrcés age Ataat” =
at the cusp of change and now is the right time to configure our Forces suchAubatityin
thought, planning and execution become second nature. This is ahaugtures, linkages and flow
of information which have to be worked upon. Impending restructuring of the Indian Armed Fol

hold a lot of promise in this regard and such an opportunity should be utilised to the fullest.

Hostilities ended post OP BISON but thereafter, India and Pakistan have fought many more wars in Ji
Kashmirand a lowlevel conflict continues as you read. The Parliament of India has passed a resolutio
3SG 6101 tr1Aadlry hOOdzZLIASR WIYYdz 9 Y+ AKYANIAy
operation, the top two entries would certainlyetiReach& Audacity.

Sl

o

Col Samir Srivastava is an alumnus of NDA and was commissioned into the Brigade «
Guards in June 2000. He has attended the Staff Course at DSSC Wellington. His Re
service has seen tenures in varied terrains. He has been an Instructor ahibel Sf
Armoured Warfare as well as Col GS (Training) of a Regimental Centre. His Staff ter
include two in CI Operations (one each in Northern & Eastern Commands) and one a
. } HQ. He presently is the Deputy Commander at an Armoured Brigadé&lél@as been
regularly contributing articles to various professional fora since 2011.

O DD D
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WORLD WAR ILEST WE FORGET TNRHHAN ARMY DIVISIONS IN THE

NORTH AFRICAN CAMPAIGN
(Maj Jagatjeet Singh)
5dz2NAy3 GKS RIFea 2F (GKS b2NIK ! FNAOIY OF YLI AIYyS AT
Cairo, the barman always asked you which division you belongdd/tmt answered Fourth Indian Divisipn
you got a free drink on the house.
An anecdotal account by veterans of the Great War

The North African Campaign a coastal desert war south of the Mediterranean Sea pitted Italian and German
forces against the British Commonwealth and later the Americans. For both sides the objectives were not
acquisition of desert sand but control of theelliterranean, link with the East through Suez Canal, Middle

East oil supplies and supply route to Russia through Persia.

After capture of Keren and Asmara, the Indian Divisions had driven the Italians out of Eritrea freeing Red Sea
and Indian Ocean from any threat" #hdian Infantry Division then reverted back to North Africa, by then the
situation there had changed for the wors&erman General Erwin Rommel landed at Tripoli in March 1941

with the legendaryAfrika Korps By April 1941Desert Foas Rommel was known was on the border of

Egypt and started pushing the British bacR.I@dian Motor Brigade resisted and slowed the German

advance with heavy casualties. In July the Germans were checked at El Alamein. On 4 Nov 1942, they were
crushed in the Second Battle of El Alamein followed pyrauitback across the desethe Anglo

U.Sinvasion of northwest Africa and May 1943surrender of the Axis forces in Tunisia bringing an end to

the North African Campaign.

These operations lasted for over two years with the sterling performance of the

f 4™ Indian Infantry Division (5, 7, 11 Infantry Brigades),
o the Central India Horse (equipped with Light Tanks) the divisional reconnaissance regiment,
o 3“Indian Motor Brigade

1 later joined by the B Indian Infantry Division (9, 10 and 29 Infantry Brigades),

f and the 16" Indian Division.

The revival began at El Alamein which covered an area of 80 Square Kms between the sea and an impassable
depression in the desert. It lies about 100 Km west of Alexandria and 240 Km northwest of Cairo.

In 194142 the Afrika Corps was advancing along the coast relentlessly. If Rommel coulleerelriahe
would be threatening the Suez Canal. After a series of defeats, the Bfiti&sn®/ under command General
Claude Auchenlek adopted a defensive posture and waited at El Alafheiylaid many miles of mines and
dug tank traps.
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