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A damaged house in Dharampur subdivision of Mandi. JAI KUMAR

Dipender Manta
Tribune News Service

Mandi, August 27
The monsoon fury has
wreaked havoc on Mandi this
year, leaving over 1,800 fami-
lies in the district homeless.
The worst-affected areas of
the district are Sadar, Bali-
chowki, Sarkaghat, Sunder-
nagar and Karsog subdivi-
sions, where a large number 

continued on page 9

Tarn Taran hamlets under
water, not a drop to drink
Gurbaxpuri

Chandigarh, August 27
In a duality of fate, residents
of at least 19 villages in Tarn
Taran district, which were
inundated due to a breach
along the Sutlej near Ghad-
um village a week ago, are
crying for drinking water.

Reason: The villages have
not been getting any power
supply due to which the
motors of the Water Supply 

continued on page 9

Pradeep Sharma
Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, August 27
Haryana’s Minister of State
for Printing and Stationery
Sandeep Singh, who is facing
charges of molesting a
woman coach, seems to be on
his way out. With the chorus
for his resignation getting
louder, Sandeep Singh’s con-
tinuation on the post is snow-
balling into a major embar-
rassment for Chief Minister 

continued on page 9

IN BRIEF
More political parties to
join INDIA bloc: Nitish
PATNA:Bihar CMNitish Kumar has
said a few more parties were likely
to join the opposition INDIA bloc
during its meeting in Mumbai. PTI 

SC to hear plea on illegal
structuresin Mathura
NEW DELHI: The SC will on Mon-
day hear a petition on demoli-
tion drive to clear “illegal”
structures near the Krishna
Janmabhoomi in Mathura. PTI

Bengaluru, August 27
The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on Sun-
day released a graph of the
temperature variation on the
lunar surface and a senior
scientist of the space agency
expressed surprise over the
high temperature recorded
on the moon.

The space agency said
Chandra’s Surface Thermo-
physical Experiment
(ChaSTE) payload onboard
Chandrayaan-3’s Vikram
lander measured the temper-
ature profile of the lunar top-
soil around the pole to under-
stand the thermal behaviour
of the moon’s surface.

At a depth of 8 cm, the pay-
load recorded temperature as
low as -10°C. With the gradual
rise towards the surface, the
temperature could be seen

rising. Above the surface, the
graph showed relative stag-
nancy in temperature
between 50-60°C.

“These are the first obser-
vations from the ChaSTE
payload onboard the Vikram 

continued on page 9

Lunar south pole blows hot,
cold:60°C difference in 8 cm

Tribune News Service

New Delhi, August 27
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday called for a
global framework for ethical
use of artificial intelligence
(AI) as he flagged concerns
surrounding bias in such
modern technologies and
their impact on the society.

Speaking at a B20 summit,
PM Modi warned corporates
and businesses of the emer-
gence of a new form of colo-
nialism if supply chains were
not made more resilient and
sustainable, as he went on to
make a strong case for devel-
oping an integrated approach
to deal with issues concern-
ing cryptocurrencies.

“There is a challenge relat-
ed to cryptocurrencies.
There is a need for more and
more integrated approach in
this matter. A global frame-
work should be created for
this, in which all stakehold-

ers are taken care of,” he said
at the gathering attended by
global and domestic busi-
ness leaders.

A similar approach was need-
ed regarding AI as well, he said.
“Today, the world is showing a

lot of excitement regarding AI.
But amidst the excitement
there are also some ethical con-
siderations. Regarding skilling
and re-skilling, concern is
being raised about algorithm
bias and its impact on the soci-

ety. Such issues also have to be
resolved together,” said the
PM. Stressing the need to
take business beyond the bot-
tom line, the PM said: “This
can only be done by focusing
on supply chain resilience
and sustainability.”

The PM pointed out the
phenomenon was being
acutely experienced in the
area of critical materials and
rare earths. “At some places
there are too many of these
and at some they are simply
not there. But the need is felt
by all. If we don’t see this
from a global perspective, we
will promote a new form of
colonialism, this is my seri-
ous warning,” said the PM.

continued on page 9

PM:Global frameworkmust toensure
ethical use of AI, counter crypto threat

MONSOON FURY
Homeless, 1,800 Mandi families await  rehab 

TREATING NATIONS AS
MARKETS WON’T WORK

Treating other nations
as markets will never work.
It will harm producer-
country. Making
equal partners in
progress is the
way forward.
Narendra Modi, 
PRIME MINISTER

SURPRISINGLY HOT
We believed the

temperature would be
around 20°C on the
lunar surface, but it is
surprisingly high.
BHM Darukesha,
ISRO SCIENTIST

SURPRISINGLY HOT
We believed the

temperature would be
around 20°C on the
lunar surface, but it is
surprisingly high.
BHM Darukesha,
ISRO SCIENTIST

❝
❝

OPPN TO TAKE UP ISSUE
DURING SESSION

■ Retaining a
‘tainted’ minis-
ter may snow-
ball into a huge
embarrassment
for the Khattar
govt in the run-
up to next year’s polls

■ Oppn to target govt on the
minister’s continuation in
the Vidhan Sabha on
August 28 and 29

The G20 logo on a bridge near the venue of the summit in New Delhi. 
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ISRO releases graph
of temperature 
variation on moon

Pressure mounts, minister
Sandeep Singh on way out? 

B20 meet Says imbalance in supply of critical minerals, rare earths maytrigger form of colonialism

Sandeep Singh

Work underway to plug a breach
at Ghadum village in Tarn Taran.
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Wary of violence, Nuh residents
choose to remain indoors today 
Geetanjali Gayatri 
Tribune News Service

Nuh, August 27
The frightening smell of fear
fills up every lane in the city
and every home in the vicini-
ty. Fingers crossed, locals are
hoping tomorrow will pass
off peacefully whether or not
the already-disallowed shob-
ha yatra, announced by right
wing outfits, is held.

Having suffered a double
whammy given the arrest of
local youth and demolition of
houses after the July 31 clashes 

continued on page 9

15 SEERS MAY BE ALLOWED FOR SYMBOLIC YATRA
■ Nuh SP Narender Bijarniya on Sunday said a maximum of

15 seers could be allowed to carry out a symbolic yatra

RAF personnel deployed in Nuh district on Sunday. PTI 

Shobha Yatra: Locals fear outsiders may create trouble

Imphal, August 27
Unidentified men torched
three abandoned houses at
New Lambulane locality in
Manipur's capital Imphal on
Sunday. Firemen rushed to
the spot and put out the blaze,
officials said. BACK PAGE

Manipur tense, 3
houses set ablaze

NO POWER SUPPLY, MOTORS NOT
FUNCTIONAL; 19 VILLAGES HIT
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FORECAST 
Generally cloudy sky
SUNRISE: 5:57 am
SUNSET: 6:49 pm   

TEMPERATURE 
DELHI

Max: 37°C  Min: 27°C

GURUGRAM

Max: 35°C Min: 27°C

FARIDABAD

Max: 35°C  Min: 27°C

NOIDA

Max: 35°C  Min: 27°C

WEATHER

Emergency response: 112

Women Helpline: 1091

Special cell (Northeast): 1093

Missing person: 1094

Vigilance: 1064

Senior citizens: 1291

HELPLINE

Tribune News Service

Gurugram, August 27
After finalising 20 wards for
the Manesar Municipal
Corporation (MC) elections,
the Haryana Government
has now invited objections
and suggestions from peo-
ple and stakeholders. The
suggestions can be submit-
ted by 5 pm, September 6,
at the Deputy Commission-
er’s office.

Deputy Commissioner
Nishant Yadav said the
delimitation draft was avail-
able at the Municipal Corpo-
ration office and could be
accessed online at the ULB
Haryana website for the
stakeholders’ reference.

As per the Haryana Munic-
ipal Corporation Delimita-
tion Ward (Amendment)

Rules, 2023, the delimitation
has been done on the basis of
the Parivar Pehchan Patra
and election data.

The revenue estates of 29
villages in and around
Manesar and the new sec-
tors carved out of these vil-
lages come under the juris-
diction of the Manesar MC,

which was officially notified
by the state government on
December 24, 2020. Accord-
ing to the survey conducted
by a private agency, the
population of Manesar is
around 5.15 lakh. However,
objections were raised on
the population estimate, so
the delimitation exercise

was left to be carried out by
an ad-hoc committee.

“We have been demanding
that high-rise societies be
clustered together to make
wards so that villages are
separated from the societies.
It would ensure fair repre-
sentation of high-rise soci-
eties and consequently the
development of infrastruc-
ture. We also want booths to
be set up in societies so that
maximum people come out
to vote. The delimitation
draft that has been made
public is incomprehensible.
We are now going to submit
our objections in writing. We
already filed a CM window
complaint on it a month ago.
However, it is still pending,”
said Praveen Malik, vice-
president of the United Asso-
ciation of New Gurugram.

Manesar delimitation exercise
complete, suggestions invited

Tribune News Service

Panipat, August27
Worried over the ban orders
released by the Commission
of Air Quality Management
(CAQM) over the use of diesel
generator (DG) sets by indus-
tries in the National Capital
Region (NCR) from October 1,
a delegation of Panipat indus-
trialists on Saturday met
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar at his residence in
Chandigarh.

Pritam Singh Sachdeva,
president, Panipat Industri-
alists’ Association; Bheem
Rana, president, Haryana
Environmental Manage-
ment Society; and Nitin Aro-

ra, adviser, Panipat Dyers’
Association, were part of the
delegation.

The Chief Minister listened

to their problems.
Sachdeva said CAQM’s

orders mainly affected
Haryana industries as 64

per cent of the state area
was located in the NCR in
which 90 per cent industries
were operational.

Panipat is a textile hub hav-
ing continuous process
industries. Industrialists
were not happy running
diesel sets as these were not
economically viable, he said.
“But in emergency break-
down situations, we have no
other option,” he said. “If
power breakdown occurs, we
need to supply power and
fuel to the boilers and ther-
mopacks immediately. If that
is not done, a big mishap can
occur,” Sachdeva said.

“We assured the Chief Min-
ister that if the power depart-
ment informs us about sched-
uled cut, we will not run
machinery during that peri-
od,” Sachdeva said.

Industrialists meet Khattar over ban on diesel generators

Nuh, August 27
Kuber Group director Vikas
Malu, who was injured in a
crash between a Rolls
Royce and an oil tanker that
killed two persons, has been
sent a notice by the police to
join the investigation into
the accident, an official said
on Sunday.

While the oil tanker’s
driver and his helper were
killed, the three occupants
of the car, including Malu,
were injured in the accident
on the Delhi-Mumbai-Baro-
da Expressway near
Haryana’s Umri village on
Tuesday afternoon.

Malu has been asked to
join the investigation, the
senior police officer said. 

Initial reports suggested
that the oil tanker was
being driven on the wrong
side of the road and it collid-
ed with the luxury car near

Umri village under the Nag-
ina police station limits  
However, according to the
FIR registered on the day of
the accident at the police
station, it was the car that
came from behind and hit
the front tyre of the oil
tanker. Because of this, the

tanker overturned, accord-
ing to the FIR.

The police on Friday had
said Malu was admitted to a
private hospital in Guru-
gram. Malu’s statement
would be recorded once he
is discharged from the hos-
pital, they had said. — PTI 

Car-oil tanker crash: Kuber Group
director asked to join probe

NewDelhi, August27
Delhi Environment and
Forest Minister Gopal Rai
on Sunday launched a por-
tal to enhance public aware-
ness about the forest and
wildlife sanctuary areas
that need protection.

By knowing which regions
are designated for conserva-
tion, Delhi residents can con-
tribute to the preservation of
their surroundings, a state-
ment quoted the minister as
saying. The portal,
evanlekh.eforest.delhi.gov.in,
introduces several features

that empower citizens and
streamline information dis-
semination.

It utilises a geographic
information system (GIS)
platform to visualise data
effectively, aiming to
enhance the ease of doing
business and living in Delhi.
Also, users can generate
KML files on the portal.

It currently provides infor-
mation on various aspects,
including protected forest
areas, reserve forest areas,
morphological details, wildlife
sanctuaries, buffer areas of

wildlife sanctuaries and
administrative boundaries of
the Department of Forest and
Wildlife. Looking ahead, the
portal’s future enhancements
will include unclassified forest
areas, areas with tree felling
permissions, areas targeted for
compensatory plantation and
afforestation, plantation sites
by greening agencies, loca-
tions requiring approvals for
non-forestry activities, soil
moisture conservation details,
and Indian State of Forest
Report-based green cover
information. — PTI 

Portal launched to empower
citizens to protect forests, wildlife

NewDelhi, August27
Ahead of the G20 Summit,
pro-Khalistan messages were
found written in at least five
Delhi Metro stations, officials
said on Sunday. 

Police sources identified the
stations as Shivaji Park,
Madipur, Paschim Vihar,
Udyog Nagar, and Maharaja
Surajmal Stadium. A wall of a
government school in Nangloi
was also found defaced.

Legal action is being taken,
the officer said, adding the
CCTV camera footage of the
areas near the five Metro sta-
tions was being analysed to

identify the culprits. A purport-
ed video was released by the
banned outfit Sikhs for Justice,
which showed the defaced
walls of the Metro stations. 

The Delhi Metro Rail Corpo-
ration (DMRC) said the issue
had been reported to the law
and order agencies concerned. 

“The issue has been report-
ed to the law and order agen-
cies concerned. All necessary
cooperation is being extend-

ed to them from DMRC’s
side,” said Anuj Dayal, princi-
pal executive director of cor-
porate communication of the
DMRC. Delhi Police’s Spe-
cial Cell is now actively
involved in probing the mat-
ter and its personnel have
been deployed at various
locations. According to the
police, all messages written
on the walls of the Metro sta-
tions have been removed.

A spokesperson of the Delhi
Police said, “We have lodged an
FIR against unknown accused.
We will be making arrests
soon.” — TNS

Ahead of G20 meet, Metro stations
defaced with anti-India graffiti

NewDelhi, August27
Two members of an alleged
email phishing gang were
arrested from the national
capital and Uttar Pradesh, the
Delhi Police said on Sunday.

The accused have been
identified as Jabar Pal (22) of
Sarai Jullena in Delhi and
Rahul Sharma (23), a resident
of Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh,
they said.  In his complaint,
Ajay Khandelwal said he had
been cheated of Rs 3,64,560
through email phishing.

The complainant alleged
he was a client of a Kolkata-
based firm, which provides
transportation services to
his company. They used to
communicate through
emails for bill payments and
transport bookings, a senior
police officer said.

Using an email ID which
was a replica of the transport
company’s email ID but with
a different service provider,
the accused sent numerous
fake emails to Khandelwal
regarding payment clearance.
The complainant transferred
the money in the account pro-
vided by the accused, the
police said.

The reverse IP address of

the fake email was tracked
down and it was found to
have originated from Nige-
ria. The accounts to which
the alleged amount was
transferred were opened on
fake identities, they said.

The police analysed the call
details and money transaction
and reversed the IP address of
fake emails. Later, the location
of the accused was traced to
Bareilly. A raid was conducted
which led to the arrest of Jabar
Pal, Deputy Commissioner of
Police (north) Sagar Singh
Kalsi said.

Thereafter, co-accused
Sharma was arrested, the
police said. Pal lived with his
cousin and co-accused Shar-
ma in Delhi. The accused
came in contact with
Shahid, who handled the
technical aspects of the
fraud and asked them to
manage the fake account
and transactions, the police
said. Sharma and Pal opened
more than 10 bank accounts
with fake identities in which
Shahid got the cheated
amount deposited. The mon-
ey was then withdrawn and
shared among them, the
police said. — PTI

Phishing scam: Two
of gang held in Delhi

New Delhi, August 27
A 25-year-old woman was
found dead inside her
house in Delhi’s Sadar
Bazaar area, the police said
on Sunday.

A call was received around
12.20 am on Sunday regard-
ing the incident, they said.

After reaching the house
in Gali Darjiyan, Sadar

Bazaar, the body of Nazia
with an incised injury on
her neck was found on the
bed, Deputy Commissioner
of Police (north) Sagar
Singh Kalsi said.

An FSL team was called
and a case under Section
302 (murder) of the Indian
Penal Code was registered,
the police said. — PTI

25-year-old woman
found dead in house 

New Delhi, August 27
As many as 6.75 lakh pots of
flowering plants and foliage
will adorn the 61 roads and
venues of Delhi during the
G20 Summit, Raj Niwas
officials said on Sunday.

The major locations that
have been beautified with
potted plants include Sar-
dar Patel Marg, Mother
Teresa Crescent, Teen
Murti Marg, Dhaula
Kuan-IGI Airport Road,
Palam Technical Area,
India Gate C-Hexagon,
Mandi House, Akbar Road
roundabout, Delhi Gate,
Rajghat, and ITPO among
others, they added.

After a preparatory meet-

ing headed by Lt Governor
VK Saxena, directions were
issued identifying agencies
who would undertake this
drive and they were tasked
with procuring a specific
number of plants/pots,
preferably from their own
nurseries, officials said.

“This resulted in seamless
coordination between five
departments/agencies
undertaking the procure-
ment and placement of
these potted plants with the
L-G personally monitoring
the progress of work and
inspecting different corri-
dors in the last couple of
months,” said an official.

While the Forest Depart-

ment and the Delhi Parks
and Garden Society
placed 3.75 lakh plants
(1.25 lakh foliage and 2.5
lakh flowering), the PWD
placed 50,000 (35,000
foliage and 15,000 flower-
ing), the DDA one lakh
(85,000 foliage and 15,000
flowering), the NDMC one
lakh and the MCD 50,000
pots, the official said.

While 4.05 lakh potted
foliage have already been
placed along the 61 roads, the
remaining potted flowering
plants will be put up in the first
week of September so that the
plants are in full bloom during
the duration of the G20 Sum-
mit, officials said. — PTI 

G20 Summit: 6.75 lakh flower
pots to adorn Delhi roads

Kuber Group director Vikas Malu was hurt in the Tuesday mishap. FILE

<< Industrialists with Haryana
CM Manohar Lal Khattar. 

Cab driver arrested
for robbing customer
NewDelhi, August27
A 31-year-old cab driver was
arrested for allegedly robbing a
customer in south Delhi, the
police said on Sunday.

The accused has been identi-
fied as Pankaj Sahni, a resident
of Sangam Vihar, they said.

The robbery incident was
reported at the Defence Colony
police station, where the com-
plainant stated that on the
intervening night of August 20
and 21, he took a cab to go to his
destination, a senior police offi-
cer said. When he reached the
South Extension-II bus stop,
Sahni and his associate took
away from him a bag contain-

ing cash Rs 500 and a mobile
phone, the officer said.

During the investigation, it
was revealed that Sahni and his
associate were involved in mul-
tiple mobile phone robberies in
the area of south Delhi. On Sat-
urday at 3.40 pm, Sahni was
arrested, Deputy Commission-
er of Police (south) Chandan
Chowdhary said.

He confessed to his involve-
ment in the robbery and said
that he was fond of drinking
and living a lavish life. In order
to fulfil his needs, he started
robbing the passengers who
used to book his cab, the DCP
said. — PTI

Delhi BJP, AAP in war of words
over G20 makeover funding 
New Delhi, August 27
The BJP on Sunday said Del-
hi's makeover for the G20
Summit had been funded by
the Centre and accused the
ruling AAP dispensation in
the national capital of claim-
ing credit for it.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) hit back, saying that it
is shocked to see that the
"BJP had to pass the develop-
mental work done by the city
government as its own".

Asserting that the
makeover the city is witness-
ing is funded by the central

government, Delhi BJP pres-
ident Virendra Sachdeva
claimed that even the wall
painting concept was intro-
duced by the Centre first in
the Pragati Maidan tunnel
and later in the NDMC area.

Sachdeva said it is regret-
table that Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and his min-
isters "are shamelessly trying
to steal credit for Delhi's
makeover by making social
media posts".

"I challenge Delhi Chief
Minister Kejriwal to cite
even one project of beauti-

fication or development
done by his government in
Delhi for G20 prepara-
tions," he added.

The Delhi BJP will soon
hold a press conference and
present a full list of only G20-
related development proj-
ects in the city funded by the
Centre, Sachdeva said.

"Using small videos, Delhi
BJP spokespersons and
office bearers will take the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment's contribution in Del-
hi's makeover to the people,"
he added. — PTI

New Delhi, August 27
The Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) has taken dis-
ciplinary action against
six contractors for not
completing projects on
time, an official said on
Sunday.

A contractor, who was
awarded the work of
repairing roads in north-
east Delhi, has been
debarred from tendering

in Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) for
six months from the date
of issue of order since he
"had failed to complete the
work", the official said.

Similarly, another con-
tractor firm has been
debarred from tendering
in the CPWD for six
months for not complet-
ing the work on the dete-
riorated portion of a road

on the Uttar Pradesh
Link Road.

Another contractor, who
was awarded five con-
tracts, including the con-
struction of the boundary
wall of the new Rao Tula
Ram Flyover in 2021, was
debarred from tendering
for nine months. The other
contractors have been dis-
qualified for six months.

All these contractors are

registered with the CPWD.
According to officials,

these contractors were
first served show-cause
notices, following which
the Empowered Commit-
tee of the department
examined facts and
records and found that
since they had failed to
execute the work, they
were liable for disciplinary
action. — PTI

6 contractors debarred for delay in projects
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Flower pots  placed along a road in New Delhi on Sunday. MANAS RANJAN BHUI

The objections and suggestions can be submitted by September 6.

NO OPTION BUT TO USE THESE

Industrialists do
not prefer diesel
generator sets as these
are not economically
viable. But in
breakdown situations,
we have no other
option but to use these.
Pritam Singh Sachdeva, PRESIDENT,
PANIPAT INDUSTRIALISTS’ ASSOCIATION

❝

Messages removed,
FIR registered
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Travelling on NH-44
set to become dearer
Tribune News Service

Ambala, August 27
Commuters passing through
the Ghaggar, Gharaunda and
Ladowal toll plazas on the
NH-44 will have to pay more
from September 1 as the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) has revised
the user fee (toll) rates.

The rates have been
increased by Rs 10 to 120,
depending on the category of
vehicle from single journey to
multiple journeys within a day.

As per the NHAI, the user
fee rates for the Panipat-
Jalandhar section of the NH-
44 will be revised with effect

from September 1 at the Gha-
raunda toll plaza near Bas-
tara village in Karnal, Ghag-
gar toll plaza at Devi Nagar in
Ambala and Ladowal toll
plaza in Ludhiana.

The user fees for the single
trip of cars, jeeps and van
have been increased by Rs 10,
fees for light commercial
vehicles, truck/bus and multi-
axle vehicles (MAV) increased
by Rs 15, Rs 30 and Rs 45,
respectively, at the Ghaggar
toll plaza (for 66 km).

A senior NHAI official said
based on the wholesale price
index (WPI) adjustments
every year, the user fees (toll)
are revised.

Toll at 3 plazas revised from Sept 1

Now, Ajay Chautala hits
back at Birender’s family
on Uchana Kalan seat
Deepender Deswal
Tribune News Service

Hisar, August 27
A day after former BJP MLA
Prem Lata accused Deputy
Chief Minister Dushyant
Chautala of betraying people
of the Uchana Kalan Assem-
bly segment in Jind, JJP
leader Ajay Chautala hit back
at her, stating that Dushyant
had released a list of works
worth about Rs 1,000 crore
during a visit to the Uchana
Kalan segment recently.

Ajay Chautala, who is father
of Dushyant, stated that the
JJP was part of the NDA
coalition and, thus, the JJP
would also contest the Lok
Sabha poll as its alliance part-
ner. Stating that there was a
legal hitch in his contesting
the poll, Ajay said Digvijay
would be the likely candidate
from this Lok Sabha seat.
“We have started the prepara-
tions for the mission 2024
and, thus, the party has also
finalised to organise a rally in
Dadri town, which is part of
the Bhiwani Mahendergarh
Lok Sabha segment in Sep-
tember 17,” he said.

Targeting the BJP leader
and former Union minister
Birender Singh, he said he
had lost his mind (“vo sathiya
gaye hai”). “Dushyant made
announcements of develop-
ment works worth Rs 1,000
crore during a visit to Biren-
der’s native village recently”.
Taking a dig at Birender’s son
Brijendra Singh, who is BJP
MP from the Hisar Lok Sabha
segment, Ajay said people in
the Bawani Khera Assembly
segment (part of Hisar Lok
Sabha seat) even don’t know
the name of their MP. “Even

today they have an impres-
sion that Dushyant Chautala
is the MP,” he claimed.

The war of words between
political families of Ajay
Chautala and Birender Singh
continues over the Uchana
Kalan Assembly segment,
which is presently represent-
ed by Dushyant Chautala who
had defeated Birender’s wife
Prem Lata as BJP candidate
in the 2019 Assembly polls.

While Dushyant claimed that
he would re-contest the Assem-
bly poll from the Uchana Kalan
Assembly segment, Biren-
der’s family staked its claim
over the segment, stating
that Uchana Kalan was their
home segment.

Prem Lata, during a visit to
Uchana Kalan segment yester-
day, had taken potshots at
Dushyant Chautala, stating
that he had done nothing for
the segment, adding that they
(any member of Birender’s
family) would definitely con-
test from Uchana Kalan.

WAR OF WORDS
BETWEEN FAMILIES 

■ The war of words between
political families of Ajay
Chautala and Birender
Singh continues over the
Uchana Kalan Assembly
segment, represented by
Dushyant Chautala, who
had defeated Birender’s wife
Prem Lata as BJP candidate
in the 2019 Assembly poll

■ While Dushyant claimed
that he would re-contest
the poll from the segment,
Birender’s family staked its
claim over the segment,
stating that Uchana Kalan
was their home segment

Sumedha Sharma
Tribune News Service

Gurugram, August 27
With Right wing outfits
adamant on the Jalabhishek
yatra tomorrow despite
being denied permission by
the authorities, tension
seemed to have gripped Nuh
and surrounding districts.

As the outfits refused to
budge from their stand, Nuh
has been converted into a
fortress, with 1,900 Haryana
Police personnel and 24 com-
panies of paramilitary forces
deployed at the place.

The Nuh police have clearly
stated that they will not allow
the procession at any cost.

“At maximum, we can allow
10 to 15 seers to carry out a
symbolic yatra, but not more
than that. The security has
been set up and the district
will be sealed on August 28.
We will not let anyone dis-
rupt peace this time,” said SP
Narender Bijarniya.

The police have put check-
points at all district borders,
especially Gurugram, and
announced that they will not
allow anybody from outside
Nuh to enter the place. The

entrants will have to produce
valid ID cards of the district
or will be denied entry. The
entire proposed route of the
yatra will be under drone sur-
veillance. The police, mean-
while, during the day
detained many persons as a
preventive measure.

Additional Director Gener-
al of Police (Law and Order)
Mamta Singh was in the field
reviewing the security
arrangements.

Earlier in the day, Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar had issued an appeal, ask-
ing all to carry out jalab-

hishek in temples near them
and announced that the
yatra had got no permission,
but various groups, led by
the VHP, had refused to
adhere to the police and
administration orders.

“How can they deny us per-
mission when we have not

even asked for it? Why would
we require permission to visit
our temples? The entire dra-
ma around the yatra makes
us feel accused and not vic-
tims. We will go as planned
and carry out yatra,” said
VHP in official statement.
Meanwhile, the police of near-
by districts of Gurugram,
Faridabad, Palwal , Alwar
and Bharatpur had increased
vigilance on borders and
were carrying out heavy
checking. Traffic congestion
was reported at the Ghamdoz
toll plaza, which has been cit-
ed as a sensitive entry point
to Nuh from Gurugram.

Interestingly, while Monu
Manesar will not be attend-
ing the yatra, the absconding
cow vigilante Shrikant
Marore, wanted in the Nasir
Junaid murde case, has post-
ed several social media posts,
urging maximum participa-
tion in the event.

Deputy Commissioner Nuh
Dhirender Khadgata said
they had once against
appealed to the groups to fol-
low the police and adminis-
tration instructions and main-
tain law and order in the area. 

15 seersmay be allowedfor symbolic yatra
Residents told not to
participate in yatra
Rohtak, August 27
The district police have
advised local residents not to
participate in the proposed
Braj Mandal Jalabhishek
Yatra in Nuh on Monday, stat-
ing the Nuh administration
has not given permission to
the yatra. It has also warned
them of action if found par-
ticipating in the yatra.

“We have received informa-
tion from social media and
other sources that some peo-
ple from Rohtak are going to
Nuh to attend the yatra. Our
officials have talked to them
and also requested them not
to participate in it. Appropri-
ate action as per the law may
be taken against those who
will take part in the yatra
which has not been accorded
permission,” said Himanshu
Garg,  SP.

Garg said social media plat-
forms were continuously
being monitored to check the
spread of rumours or any
false information regarding
the yatra. — TNS

Nuh sealed, no entry without district ID card: Police
WE WILL GO AS

PLANNED

❝How can they
deny us permission
when we have not
even asked for it?
Why would we
require permission
to visit our temples?
The entire drama
around the yatra
makes us feel
accused and not
victims. We will go as
planned and carry
out the yatra.
A VHP officialPolice personnel check vehicles before their entry into Nuh on Sunday.

Tribune News Service

Gurugram, August 27
Miscreants tried to create
unrest in Sector 69 here today
as they pasted evacuation
threats in a migrant colony.

The posters, put in name of
the VHP, asked the migrants,
primarily Muslims, to vacate
and leave the place before the
yatra on August 28 or “face
consequences”. There are
around 200 families, mostly
migrant workers from West
Bengal, residing in the slum
located in Sector 69.

The VHP, meanwhile,
denied any connection with
the posters and demanded
action against those trying to
defame it.

In the morning today, resi-
dents woke up to the posters
threatening attacks. The
police was immediately called
which tore off the posters and
deployed security in the area.
No accused had been identi-

fied, but the police sought help
of people to trace the culprits.
“The matter has come to our
notice and we have ensured
the deployment of policemen
along with the PCR vans for
the safety of the people. We
recovered the warning posters
from the spot. The matter is
under investigation. Those
responsible behind this act
will be arrested,” said Satish
Deshwal, SHO of the Bad-
shahpur police station.

Meanwhile, police detained
two senior CHP leaders from
Gurugram late evening lead-
ing to major uproar in party
ranks. The duo was, however,
let off after questioning.

Miscreants paste
evacuation posters
in G’gram slum area
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Chandigarh, August 27
The government is all set
to reduce the discretionary
grants of the Chief Minis-
ter from Rs 50 crore to Rs
37 crore and that of all its
ministers from Rs 1.5 crore
per annum to Rs 1 crore
per annum.

This will be the second
time during the calendar
year that the discretionary
grants of the ministers will
be reduced. Earlier in Janu-
ary, the grants of the Cabinet
Ministers were reduced from
Rs 3 crore to Rs 1.5 crore.
During the initial days of the
Congress rule, the ministers
used to get Rs 5 crore. 

Interestingly, during the
four-month-long Charanjit
Singh Channi rule from Sep-
tember 2021 onwards, he had
reportedly used Rs 200 crore
ahead of the elections. The

AAP government, in January
this year, had fixed this fund
at the disposal of the CM to
Rs 50 crore. 

After the Aam Aadmi Party
government was formed in
March 2022, the ministers
had no discretionary grants
at their disposal. It was only
in January this year that the
Cabinet had approved a poli-
cy for disbursement of dis-
cretionary grants by the
Chief Minister and his Coun-
cil of Ministers. 

The issue, to be taken up for
discussion at the meeting of
the Council of ministers
scheduled for Monday, has
led to heartburn among some
ministers. Since these grants
are used by ministers for
development and welfare
works to be undertaken in
any area they visit, the reduc-
tion in grants is being seen by
them as a “limitation”. 

On the other hand, the rea-
son why the grants are being
reduced is to bring more

financial accountability and
also because of the depleting
fiscal health of the state. In
the first quarter of this year
(April to June), the govern-
ment has spent just Rs 449.18
crore as capital expenditure
(on building assets) against a
total expenditure of Rs
26,810.14 crore, which is less
than 2 per cent. By reining in
discretionary grants, the gov-
ernment hopes to save mon-
ey and utilise it for building
capital assets. 

Discretionary grants of CM,
ministers may be cut by 30%

Issue to be discussed at Cabinet meet today LIKELY FIGURES
CM ~50 cr to ~37 cr
Ministers ~1.5 cr to ~1 cr 

2ND IN A YEAR
■ In January, the grants of the
Cabinet Ministers were reduced
from ~3 crore to ~1.5 crore
■ During the initial days of
the Congress rule, the min-
isters used to get ~5 crore 

Our Correspondent

Fatehgarh Sahib, August 27
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann today visited the resi-
dence of martyr Tarandeep
Singh at Kamali village of
Bassi Pathana subdivision
here to attend the ‘antim
ardas’ of the soldier. Mann
express his condolences to the
aggrieved family. 

The CM also visited the
residence of martyr Ramesh
Lal — who was also killed in
the Leh mishap — in Sarsiri
village of Faridkot. Their
families were given cheques

of Rs 1 crore each. 
Tarandeep was among the

nine soldiers killed in a road
accident in Leh a few days ago.  

The CM told the family that
the country was indebted to

Tarandeep, who had sacrificed
his life while performing his
duty for the nation. Address-
ing mediapersons later, the
CM announced a government
job for the sister of the martyr.

Mann hands over ~1 cr cheques to
kin of soldiers killed in Leh mishap

CM Bhagwant Mann at the house of jawan Tarandeep at Kamali. 

Jalandhar, August 27  
A 27-year-old youth, Gurshin-
der Singh Ghotra, died in an
accident in Canada. 

A native of Bhadas village in
Kapurtha-
la, Ghotra
died on
August 23
after the
vehicle he
was travel-
ling in
caught fire
after an accident. He was to
join the Canadian Police Ser-
vices on Monday. He was
going back from his academy
to meet his parents at home.

Kapurthala
native killed in
Canada mishap

Anirudh Gupta

Ferozepur, August 27
Hundreds of dwelling units
in over 40 villages along the
Sutlej in this border district
have either developed
cracks or in some cases, the
houses have been totally
damaged due to onslaught
by the river, leaving the bor-
der folks in the lurch. 

At certain locations, the
entire foundation has caved
in or roofs have fallen down
much to the distress of these
people most of whom are
either marginal farmers or
daily wagers.

Ramesh Kumar, a resident
of Nai Gatti Rajo ke, said that
his house is situated close to
a ‘kutcha bandh’ in the vil-
lage. “When the water level
increased, we left the house
and moved to a safer place.

When we came back yester-
day after the water level
receded, we found that sev-
eral cracks had appeared on
the walls,” said Ramesh.

It is not an isolated case
here. The picture is equally
appalling in most of the vil-
lages situated close to the
Sutlej. Pyara Singh, a resi-
dent of Tindiwala, said that

two rooms of his house have
been completely damaged
due to the floods. “Even the
belongings which had been
kept in the house have been
destroyed,” he said.

Similar is the situation in
other flood-affected villages,
including Gatti Rajo ke,
Chandiwala, Muthianawala
and Nihale Kilche. 

Receding Sutlej leaves trail
of destruction behind

A damaged house in a Ferozepur village. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, August 27
The Sports Department has
prepared a list of 1,807 medal
winners from Punjab who
have been deprived of cash
prize money since 2017. 

The Chief Minister will felic-
itate these 1,807 players with a
total prize money of Rs 5.94
crore at the opening ceremo-
ny of the season-2 of ‘Khedan
Watan Punjab Day’ at Bathin-
da on August 29 on the occa-
sion of National Sports Day.

Sports Minister Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer said that it
had come to the notice of the
Punjab Government that
there were many sportsper-
sons in the state, who despite
winning medals, did not
receive cash prize money for
the past five years.

The Sports Department has
prepared a list of 1,807 such
players from 2017 till now.

1,807 medallists
to get ~5.94 cr
cash prizes
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T
HE strategic partner-
ship between France
and India is built on
a strong foundation
of people-to-people

ties and a genuine friendship
between the French and Indian
peoples. Never was this connec-
tion more evident than on 
July 14, when French crowds
cheered the Indian armed
forces’ contingent marching on
the Champs Elysées, and France
celebrated India as the Guest of
Honour of our National Day.
Such moments show that in the
grand tapestry of international
relations, it is the individual
threads of mutual understand-
ing, friendship and collabora-
tion that weave together the fab-
ric of lasting partnerships.

That is why the Indo-French
Roadmap 2047 adopted by
President Emmanuel Macron
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi emphasises the signifi-
cance of people-to-people ties
as one of the three pillars of our
partnership. It includes several
new announcements benefit-
ing students and alumni. 

President Macron has
announced the ambitious goal of
welcoming 30,000 Indian stu-
dents to France by 2030. This
decision is testament to our
unshakable belief in the transfor-
mative influence of education. By
opening our academic institu-
tions to Indian minds, we are not
only enriching our classrooms
with diverse perspectives but also
laying the foundation for cultural
comprehension and a lifelong
friendship between the two
nations. Education transcends
borders, serving as a bridge that
enriches societies, and France

believes that is the best invest-
ment we can make in the future
of our strategic partnership.

The introduction of a five-year
short-stay Schengen circulation
visa for Indian alumni is a heart-
ening gesture that acknowledges
the enduring ties forged during
the academic journeys. The mem-
ories, experiences and relation-
ships developed during a semes-
ter or more in France are treasured
and now this visa will also help
nurture these. This special provi-
sion underscores France's com-
mitment to fostering lasting con-
nections and empowering Indian
alumni to maintain robust associ-
ations with France, thus reinforc-
ing the people-to-people fabric
that binds our nations. 

At present, almost 95 per cent of
the Indian students studying in
France opt for one of the 1,600-plus
English-taught programmes
offered in our higher education
institutions. Our goal is to enable
more Indian students to also
engage in French-taught pro-
grammes so as to expand their
range of opportunities. That is
why we are creating ‘Internation-
al Classes’. These specialised pro-
grammes imparting comprehen-
sive training in the French

language and various academic
disciplines illustrate our commit-
ment to facilitating a smooth tran-
sition for these students. Our aspi-
ration is for all Indian students to
feel at home in France, to thrive in
their studies and to contribute sig-
nificantly to the academic land-
scapes of both our nations.

As the Ambassador of France
to India, opening up new oppor-
tunities for Indian students in
France has been a top priority
since my appointment. In my
interactions with students, par-

ents, alumni and university rep-
resentatives, I have highlighted
that France has always been an
inclusive and diverse nation,
eager to share its rich cultural
heritage and exceptional educa-
tional opportunities. To the
younger generations in India, I
convey this message: France will
always be your friend, and we
will do everything in our power
to ensure that your academic
journey in our country is noth-
ing short of extraordinary.

There are many compelling
reasons to choose France.
French institutions enjoy glob-
al recognition for their academ-
ic excellence and research,
offering wide-ranging pro-
grammes spanning aerospace
engineering to social sciences,
catering to varied interests. Our
education system is substan-
tially subsidised by the govern-
ment, resulting in competitive
tuition fees and living costs.
Moreover, France emphasises
inclusivity, further enabled by
the numerous scholarships
extended to Indian students.
Earning French qualifications
ensures globally acknowledged
degrees, enhancing employa-
bility and opening promising

career paths, as evidenced by
France’s second position in the
Global University Employabili-
ty Rankings published by the
Times Higher Education.

The 2018 agreement on the
mutual recognition of degrees
between India and France fur-
ther amplifies the value of
French qualifications in India.
Moreover, a two-year post-study
work visa for holders of a
French master’s degree and
above empowers Indian stu-
dents to gain valuable profes-
sional experience and explore
diverse career prospects in
France upon graduation. Not to
mention the interest that a
French graduate sparks among
the 570 French companies oper-
ating in India, collectively
employing over 4,00,000 indi-
viduals in the country. Studying
in France offers Indian students
a rewarding blend of academic
rigour, cultural immersion and
professional potential. 

Since July 14, French teams
have been working double time to
implement the decisions by Pres-
ident Macron and Prime Minister
Modi. In alignment with these
commitments, I am delighted to
announce the upcoming Choose
France Tour 2023. This education-
al fair, organised by the French
Government and Campus
France, will offer a platform for
Indian students and parents to
engage with representatives from
over 40 esteemed French higher
education institutions. The tour
will take place from October 8 to
15 and cover four major Indian
cities — Chennai, Delhi, Kolkata
and Mumbai — providing a
unique occasion to explore a wide
range of study options and estab-
lish first-hand connections with
reputable institutions.

As we embark on this new
chapter of our partnership, I
am confident that the connec-
tions we cultivate today will
shape a brighter future for
both our nations. Let us jointly
celebrate the voyage of knowl-
edge, understanding and
friendship that defines the
France-India partnership.

France’s offer to Indian students

By opening our
academic institutions

to Indian minds, we are
laying the foundation

for a lifelong friendship
between the 
two nations.

EMMANUEL LENAIN
AMBASSADOR OF FRANCE 

TO INDIA

The decision is testament to an unshakable belief in the transformative influence of education
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The new, bigger T-11
Moving beyond anti-West sentiment

A
T its Johannesburg summit last week,
the BRICS group of five nations decid-
ed to more than double its membership
to 11. The debate over expanding
BRICS topped the agenda, reflecting

the unspoken assumption that the bloc was in dire
need of rejuvenation and modernisation. BRICS
needs to move beyond the success of the New
Development Bank (NDB), which admittedly has
risen to the challenge of meeting the needs of its
members and other developing countries without
the onerous terms that the International Monetary
Fund, World Bank and Asian Development Bank
are prone to imposing as per the agenda of their
predominantly western and Japanese shareholders.

The expansion brings countries with deep pockets
to recapitalise NDB, as also nations that are trade
entry points to Africa and Latin America, giving a fil-
lip to trade in their respective national currencies. As
was the case with the original BRICS, there is little
cause to fear inordinate Chinese influence on the
expanded grouping. Of the six new members —
Argentina, Egypt, Iran, Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia and
the UAE — only Iran can be termed anti-West and
none has ever been accused of being pro-Beijing. In
fact, all these nations take pride in their middle-of-
the-road foreign policies. Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the
UAE are among India’s key allies in the Arab world.

BRICS can never recreate the Bandung spirit of
1955 — the world and its leaders today are too
transactional and opportunistic. But this is an
opportunity for countries ignored or marginalised
by the West to modify the current international sys-
tem in their favour. BRICS will have to build insti-
tutions to strengthen the members’ resolve to
trade in their own currencies. Success on this front
would convince the sceptics that BRICS has a life
beyond the anti-West sentiment.

Deepening divide 
UP schoolteacher’s communal bias shameful

T
HE disturbing video clip in which a
teacher of a private school in Uttar
Pradesh is seen sowing the seeds of com-
munal bias and violence in the impres-
sionable minds of her students is a reflec-

tion of a social situation that is, sadly, contrary to the
national motto of ‘unity in diversity’. That she should
point out the Muslim identity of the boy and humili-
ate him by making his classmates slap him for not
learning maths tables is particularly perturbing for
two reasons. One, a teacher articulated a reprehensi-
ble thought, stemming from a deeply entrenched reli-
gious divide. Two, her innocent eight-year-old stu-
dents were easily taken in by her communal remark.

Not surprisingly, the clip has drawn flak from
various quarters, including the authorities con-
cerned, child rights bodies and Opposition parties.
Even as the father of the victimised child has cho-
sen to take him out of that school, a thorough inves-
tigation into the case is called for. If found guilty of
inciting hatred, the teacher should be given exem-
plary punishment that would serve as a warning to
all those who look at people through a communal
prism, especially those belonging to the disadvan-
taged or minority sections of society. 

That Islamophobia is becoming the elephant in
the classroom is evident from the increasing frequen-
cy of such cases being reported. Last December, the
video clip of a Muslim student of Manipal University
in Karnataka confronting his teacher for comparing
him with Ajmal Kasab had gone viral. In this atmos-
phere of political polarisation, educational institutes
should set an example by preaching and practising
communal harmony. Otherwise, the social fabric of
our country would be in danger of becoming tattered.

on this day...100 years ago

THE ALI BROTHERS’ OPPORTUNITY
THE Ali brothers have either been or are about to be released
after serving their sentences. Differences of opinion have been
there and will be there both as regards the political views of the
two brothers, and as regards the manner in which they have
sometimes chosen to express those views. But no well-informed
person has ever questioned either their sincerity of purpose or
their deep religious convictions, or the steadfastness and
courage with which they have pursued the path they have
chalked out for themselves. It is these qualities which have won
them the almost unique regard in which they are held by the
bulk of their community at this moment, and the high place they
fill in the public life of their country. It is these qualities that have
won them in the heart of the greatest Indian of our time (MK
Gandhi) — one who in so many respects stands almost at the
opposite pole — the admiration and esteem which again and
again found expression in his speeches and writings. And it is
these qualities, more than any special set of political views rep-
resented by them, that explain the keen interest with which the
release of the two brothers is at this moment looked forward to
all over the country, entirely irrespective of all differences of
creed, of political ideals or political methods. But the interest in
this case is accompanied by an equally lively sense of expecta-
tion. The country which will welcome the Ali brothers today is in
some essential respects a very different country from that which
about this time two years ago expressed its poignant regret at
their forcible removal from the field of their labours.

lahore,tuesday,august 28, 1923 

thought for the day

Resist political interference
Apropos of ‘Tier-two people, first-rate engi-
neers’ (Nous Indica); talent needs opportu-
nity to evolve and express itself. It is imper-
ative that students and researchers in
tier-two institutions are exposed to latest
tools and opportunities available in elite
institutions. The onus is on those heading
eminent organisations, such as ISRO, to
resist political and bureaucratic interfer-
ence and motivate the budding Homi Bhab-
has and Vikram Sarabhais. Talented profes-
sionals from fields such as engineering and
medicine often opt for careers in civil serv-
ices instead of continuing in their spe-
cialised domains. This phenomenon can
have serious implications for sectors that
require highly skilled individuals.

LALIT BHARADWAJ, PANCHKULA

Talent knows no boundaries
Refer to ‘Tier-two people, first-rate engi-
neers’ (Nous Indica); the success of Chan-
drayaan-3 demonstrates that talent and inno-
vation can come from anywhere. It’s a
testament to the fact that people from tier-
two towns can excel and make significant
contributions when provided with the right
opportunities, resources and encourage-
ment. While optimism is important, it’s also
crucial to address the challenges that might
hinder the growth and development of talent
in these areas. Some individuals associate
government institutions with inefficiency
and red tape. However, the ISRO team
achieved remarkable success in space explo-
ration despite budgetary constraints.

HIRA SHARMA, BY MAIL

Exemplary state
Nous Indica (August 26) was extremely
readable and enlightening. I have been to
Kerala twice to pay a visit to the Tropical
Botanic Garden and Research Institute,
Thiruvananthapuram, and Amritapuri
Ashram, Kayamkulam. My impression is
that the people of the state have a God-giv-
en gift to do well in education and health-
care. Kerala was the first state to meet the
health parameters set by the WHO under its
‘Health for All by 2000’ programme. Kerala
can become a state conforming to interna-

tional standards if it makes rapid strides
under the Total Sanitation Campaign.

RN MALIK, GURUGRAM

No clarity in talks
Refer to ‘Modi-Xi meeting’; as expected, the
meeting between PM Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the
BRICS summit did not achieve the desired
result. While India has been sticking to peace
along the border areas, China has been argu-
ing that the border issue should not impact
overall relations. If the situation resolves sat-
isfactorily in disengagement and de-escala-
tion despite the variations in the perspective
of the two leaders, the Xi-Modi meeting at the
Johannesburg summit will be remembered
for a long time to come.

GREGORY FERNANDES, MUMBAI

Bar politicians from sports bodies
Refer to ‘WFI knocked out’; the involvement
of politicians in sports federations in India has
always shamed the country and sportsper-
sons. Individuals with little or no sports
knowledge become chiefs of federations
through muscle and money power. Politicians
use their positions to benefit themselves or
their associates rather than focusing on the
welfare of athletes and the overall develop-
ment of sports. Political interference and pow-
er struggles can impede the autonomy of
sports organisations, leading to ineffective
governance. India’s prestige has been
hijacked by politically powerful individuals.
The government must bar politicians from
becoming sports body chiefs to save sports.

WG CDR JS MINHAS (RETD), MOHALI

Governor-CM feud
Apropos of ‘May recommend President’s
rule: Governor to Mann’; the bitter feud
between Punjab Governor Banwarilal Purohit
and CM Bhagwant Mann is intensifying,
much to the dismay of the bureaucracy and
the public. A neutral perspective would advo-
cate for an amicable resolution. But if the sit-
uation escalates, it could potentially lead to
the recommendation of the President’s rule.
To resolve the crisis, the CM and the Governor
should sit together and find common ground.

VK SYAL, SANGRUR
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letters to the editor

Shelley Walia

AS it was the last year of Senior Cambridge, we were asked
to join school in January instead of March for ‘extra-rig-
orous’ preparation for the finals. It was a dismally cold

month to be up in the mountains. We had a house lower down in
the valley and my mother sent our family cook to accompany
me. He would make me delightful minced mutton and Spanish
omelettes and we would sit around the fire talking about our vil-
lage into the night. There was a certain warmth in his company. 

It was in these bitter winter months that I came close to our
teacher, Brother Mulligan — who often springs alive before my
eyes, chatting, laughing, joking — during the evening tutorials
that always turned out to be invigorating and profoundly engag-
ing. Our many tête-à-têtes with him infused in us students a spir-
it of freethinking, of speaking up even if we disagreed with him,
a practice sadly lacking in the highly codified systems that we
have degenerated into. One-way dialogue was anathema to him,
an exercise in dumping knowledge on students. 

Over the years, I kept in touch with him and received warm and
edifying replies to every letter. It is difficult to forget how strident-
ly he argued against the use of the atomic bomb or the Bay of
Pigs crisis that brought the world perilously close to a nuclear
holocaust. Voicing a political opinion was for him a way of attain-
ing some intellectual space in times when it is increasingly
shrinking. His adversarial stand on regionalism or racism was
the raison d’etre of his ‘living ideology’. His commitment to lib-
eralism gave him a balanced worldview, in which he envisioned
a society full of justice and commitment to the idea of free criti-
cal thinking. It was in one of his letters that I discovered that his
political concerns for Irish nationalism, and the continuous tur-
moil that he had experienced as a lad growing up in Northern Ire-
land, were responsible for the quiddity of his sensitivity when it
came to echoing the ethical dimension of politics. 

Early on in life, I began to appreciate his progressive views on
civil society, which for him comprised not merely the rule of law,
but also a public effort to create collectively a democratic space
distinct from the state and its valorisation of ideology. With this
perspective, he continued to believe in the efficacy of determined
intellectuals and writers who keep working silently towards a bet-
ter tomorrow, a new civil and democratic politics discernable in
the post-war years when oppressive colonisation failed to douse
the smouldering flame of liberty. I recollect that he could never
accept lies in a world where the frailty of the human political con-
dition demanded an animated commitment to human dignity. 

I am saddened to know of his passing. At such times of loss of dear
ones who have given us so much and so warmly, I face an empti-
ness exacerbated by the real-life stories of natural disasters, mass
deaths and, of course, the venomous makings of ethnic violence,
betrayal and parochialism. Remembering him today draws me face
to face with these pressing issues of human concern.

A life lived 
in truth 

ROADMAP 2047: President Macron and PM Modi have adopted a plan to strengthen the bilateral partnership. PTI

If any agreement between two nations is to last, it must serve the best interests of both nations. — Jimmy Carter
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India took a nuanced stand on BRICS expansion

M
EMBERS of

the G20 are

meeting in

New Delhi

next month.

Undoubtedly, leaders of the

Global South will bemoan

lack of development in their

countries and ask for conces-

sions. Development is a

tricky buzzword. It carries

tragedy in its wake.

In April, a Vande Bharat

train speeding through

Alwar district in Rajasthan

hit a cow. The cow, thrown 30

metres away, hit a man who

was relieving himself, as peo-

ple deprived of toilets tend to

do, on the tracks. The man

lost his life and the cow died

too. In October last year, the

nose panel of a Vande Bharat

train was dented because it

hit four buffaloes on the

Mumbai- Gandhinagar

route. Railway officials said

the carcasses were removed

fast enough. What does a

death or two matter as long

as it is for the cause of devel-

opment — the ultimate mag-

ic mantra of governments?

The assumption that

development leads to well-

being is one of the major

mockeries of history. Devel-

opment does not automati-

cally lead to democracy and

redistribution of wealth.

This year, January brought

news that should make

every right-thinking Indian

stagger. Oxfam India’s

report on inequality told us

that 5 per cent of the Indians

own over 60 per cent of the

country’s wealth. The bot-

tom 50 per cent of the popu-

lation owns only 3 per cent.

The marginalised continue

to suffer in a system which

ensures ‘survival of the rich-

est’. Is this development?

Since the 1970s, scholars

have criticised the notion of

development that seeks to

replicate the path followed

by capitalist societies —

industrialisation, commodi-

fication and accumulation. It

is forgotten that advanced

industrialised economies

benefited from colonialism

because they stripped the

Global South of resources

and labour. Development

and underdevelopment are

two sides of the same coin,

wrote Andre Gunder Frank,

the guru of the dependency

theory. The West developed

because colonies paid for the

cost of the process. It will

take us decades, if not cen-

turies, to catch up with the

developed world.

In the 1990s, a com-

pelling critique of develop-

ment began to be articulat-

ed by a number of

distinguished scholars,

such as Arturo Escobar,

Gustavo Esteva, Ivan

Illich, Ashis Nandy and

Vandana Shiva. The Devel-
opment Dictionary: A
Guide to Knowledge as
Power (2009), edited by

Wolfgang Sachs, con-

tributed greatly to the cri-

tique. Scholars subscribed

to different methodologies

and adopted diverse

approaches. But all of them

believed that development

is based on the epistemo-

logical domination of the

West. The Global South, far

from achieving self-suffi-

ciency, has sought to

become a clone of the

advanced capitalist world.

The idea of development,

argued post-development

theorists, is flawed beyond

belief. It rests on the assump-

tion that man can conquer

nature through technology. It

was technology that was used

to execute millions of Jews in

Hitler’s Germany, put to

death millions in Stalin’s

Soviet Union, and create sur-

veillance states, cause envi-

ronmental destruction and

trigger climate change. It has

led to stockpiling of weapons,

civil wars and destructive

nuclear power. This technolo-

gy can only help dictators; it

cannot give food to starving

millions, provide jobs to the

unemployed, or promise peo-

ple lives that are worth living.

The jury is still out

whether post-developmen-

talists offer a sound alterna-

tive to development that is

promoted by global institu-

tions. The alternative is

largely Gandhian: decen-

tralisation, participation

and respect for diversity. A

number of scholars believe

that the alternatives offered

by social movements can

provide models for specific

regions and their specific

needs. The alternative

offers a corrective to the

damage that development

has done to democracy.

The government can take

away land, rivers and forests

of tribal communities who

live off these resources — in

the name of development.

Rivers are polluted by

industrial effluents and the

delicate environmental bal-

ance of the Himalayan

region is wrecked by the

building of roads and high-

ways. The region has experi-

enced floods and earth-

quakes, houses have

collapsed, and people have

been rendered homeless. In

the Doon valley, thousands

of trees are cut down to pro-

vide rapid transit to the

‘abode of the gods’, leaving

behind only barren, arid

landscapes. The govern-

ment can take away our civ-

il liberties because they are

a hindrance to development.

Democracy is perpetually

subverted by so-called

development.

The notion of develop-

ment is meaningless. It is

teleological; it assumes

that societies reach from

point X to Y along a

straight line. Defenders of

development ignore the

simple fact that to reach a

goal, societies take

detours, traverse hilly

paths, cross valleys, and

often take a U-turn. In

Greek mythology, Sisy-

phus was condemned by

the gods to roll a boulder

up a hill. The gods certain-

ly knew the law of gravity,

which relentlessly pulls

boulders that are rolled

uphill to the centre of the

earth. There is no linearity

in history. Marx had proph-

esised that history repeats

itself, first time as tragedy,

and the second as farce. In

both cases, development is

power — power over natu-

ral resources, power over

human beings, and power

for the sake of power. It is

astonishing that the name

of the coalition of Opposi-

tion parties, INDIA,

includes the word ‘devel-

opmental’. Is not the ‘D’

of democracy infinitely

preferable to the ‘D’ of

development?

W
ISER by

the experi-

ence of pre-

vious sum-

mits, India

took a nuanced stand in

Johannesburg last week on

the expansion of the BRICS

group. “India fully supports

the expansion of the BRICS

membership. And welcomes

moving forward with con-

sensus on this,” Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi told the

organisation’s 15th summit

before the expansion was

agreed on. Enlargement was

the biggest challenge at the

Johannesburg summit. It

can be a game-changer for

the international order,

which is seeing convulsions

that were unimagined at the

dawn of this decade.

Once six more countries

were offered membership,

PM Modi went to great

lengths to dispel the impres-

sion that India was being the

spoilsport on enlarging

BRICS. “I am pleased that

our teams have come to an

agreement on the guiding

principles, standards, criteria

and procedures for expan-

sion,” he said. Criteria and

consensus were Modi’s two

watchwords during phone

conversations with several of

his counterparts in recent

weeks and at the Johannes-

burg summit. At the core of

his arguments was India’s

firm belief that “this step

(phased expansion) will fur-

ther strengthen the faith of

many countries in a multipo-

lar world order”. One of the

fundamentals of External

Affairs Minister S Jais-

hankar’s diplomacy is the

promotion of a multipolar

world order. “And based on

these (criteria), today we have

agreed to welcome Argenti-

na, Egypt, Iran, Saudi Arabia,

Ethiopia and the United Arab

Emirates into BRICS,” PM

Modi said in a statement

within minutes of the sum-

mit’s consensus on expan-

sion. At least two dozen more

countries are in the queue to

join BRICS. During Foreign

Secretary Vinay Mohan Kwa-

tra’s pre-summit media

briefing, everyone lost count

of their number. “Somebody

mentioned 40, 23... a large

number of countries have

expressed interest in the

expansion of the BRICS,”

Kwatra said without men-

tioning a precise figure.  

With 46 years of diplomatic

experience behind him, Jais-

hankar relies heavily on his

institutional memory and on

the archival resources of the

Ministry of External Affairs

(MEA) in advising PM Modi

on foreign policy. In April

2010, at the second BRIC

summit in Brasilia, India

alone blocked the move to

include South Africa. That

summit’s host, Brazil’s Pres-

ident Luiz Inácio Lula da

Silva, without due diligence,

assumed that there would be

no opposition to South

Africa’s admission to BRIC.

He invited that country’s

then President Jacob Zuma

to Brasilia, in preparation for

South Africa’s entry. Howev-

er, then Prime Minister Man-

mohan Singh dug in his

heels and said the nascent

group should first consoli-

date itself before expanding.

Zuma, all decked up like a

bride, had to return home

early and empty-handed. But

he had the last laugh.  

On the eve of the summit, a

volcano in Iceland named a

mouthful Eyjafjallajökull vio-

lently erupted, spreading ash

all over western Europe, forc-

ing most countries on the con-

tinent to close their airspace to

passenger aircraft. When the

time came for the Indian

Prime Minister’s special air-

craft to ferry Manmohan

Singh home from Brasilia, Air

India flight 001 had nowhere

to go. Anand Sharma, then

Minister for Commerce and

Industry, offered to arrange

the PM’s return home,

rerouting AI-001 via South

Africa. Sharma is married to a

South African and had

received a special award from

that country during the

sesquicentennial celebrations

of the first arrival of Indians in

South Africa. So, the VVIP

flight, on which this colum-

nist was part of the media con-

tingent, landed in Johannes-

burg on the night of April 16.

In sweet revenge for spurning

his country’s application to

join BRIC, Zuma arranged

almost his entire cabinet to

line up at the airport to greet

PM Manmohan Singh,

notwithstanding the inhos-

pitable hour of his stopover.

Zuma’s gesture, however,

fell flat. The Special Protec-

tion Group (SPG), which

guards Indian Prime Minis-

ters, would not allow the PM

to deplane because the

Johannesburg airport had

not been security-cleared as

per their manual. While

South Africa’s cabinet min-

isters twiddled their

thumbs on the tarmac of

their own airport, the SPG,

after much toing and froing

with its local counterparts,

allowed South Africa’s Min-

ister of International Rela-

tions and Cooperation Maite

Emily Nkoana-Mashabane

— whom Singh was well

acquainted with — to board

the Air India plane and

greet the Prime Minister.

During the eight years that

remained of Zuma’s tenure,

his relations with New Delhi

soured. Meanwhile, China

amassed goodwill in Preto-

ria and Johannesburg — the

executive and legislative

capitals of that country,

respectively — by success-

fully paving South Africa’s

way into BRICS when

President Hu Jintao hosted

the organisation’s next

summit on the island of

Hainan a year later.  

Modi went the extra mile

last week to make sure that

such wrong-footed Indian

diplomacy was avoided in

BRICS. He made no attempt

to disguise his reasons.

“India has deep and historic

relationships with all these

countries (which have been

newly admitted to BRICS),”

the Prime Minister said in his

post-expansion statement.

“With the help of BRICS, we

will also add new dimensions

to our bilateral cooperation,”

he added. Enlightened self-

interest is at the root of a

change in tactics from 2010,

rather than a foundational

commitment to BRICS as

was the case with Manmohan

Singh. Of the six new

entrants, India has very

strong bonds with three —

the UAE, Saudi Arabia and

Iran. New Delhi is attempt-

ing to deepen relations with a

fourth one, Egypt.

For a long time, Washing-

ton’s attitude to BRICS was

to ignore it altogether. It

changed its tactics last week

as some of the closest allies of

the US decided to jump on the

emerging bandwagon. Presi-

dent Joe Biden’s National

Security Adviser Jake Sulli-

van is now leading the charge

from the White House to

underplay the expanding

group’s relevance, although it

has 40 per cent of the globe’s

population and a quarter of

the world’s GDP.  

“We are not looking at the

BRICS as evolving into

some kind of geopolitical

rival to the US,” Sullivan

said in a conference call with

select journalists. He is hop-

ing that differences within

BRICS will make the group

fall apart as it expands.

“This is a very diverse col-

lection of countries in its

current iteration, with

Brazil, India, South Africa’s

democracies; Russia and

China as autocracies. With

differences of view on criti-

cal issues. We will continue to

work on the strong positive

relationships we have with

Brazil, India and South

Africa,” he said. Sullivan is

looking for Trojan horses

inside BRICS. India should

be vigilant and on its guard.

KP NAYAR
STRATEGIC ANALYST

NEERA CHANDHOKE
POLITICAL SCIENTIST

Of the six new
entrants, India has
very strong bonds

with the UAE, Saudi
Arabia and Iran. 

The assumption
that development
leads to well-being

is one of the 
major mockeries 

of history. 

UNFAIR:The government can take away land, rivers and forests of tribals in the name of development. PTI

When the development model subverts democracy 

GAME-CHANGER: Enlargement of the group was the biggest challenge at the Johannesburg summit. PTI

forecastquick crossword

ACROSS
1 Original creative idea (10)
8 Suspension of fighting (5)
9 US Civil War general (7)
10 Gratify wishes of (7)
11 To cast (5)
12 Smoked and salted 

herring (6)
14 An oriental salutation (6)
17 Squander (5)
19 Sale by bidding (7)
21 Indisputable (7)
22 Copper and zinc alloy (5)
23 Justifiably (4,6)

DOWN
2 Summary of events (5-2)
3 Visionary (5)
4 Pamper (6)
5 Indisposition to change (7)
6 To dissent (5)
7 Undecided (2,3,5)
8 Reconsider before 

acting (5,5)
13 Refined and luxurious (7)
15 A musical term (7)
16 Way of doing (6)
18 Spread about (5)
20 Venomous snake (5)

SATURDAY’S sOLUTION

Across: 1 Shabby, 4 Falter, 9 In a word, 10 Gloom, 11 Creed,
12 Sell-out, 13 Shenanigans, 18 Finesse, 20 Taboo, 22 Avoid,
23 Devotee, 24 Dither, 25 Cranny.
Down: 1 Switch, 2 Agate, 3 Broaden, 5 Angel, 6 Too soon, 7
Remote, 8 Odds and ends, 14 Handout, 15 Get over, 16
Afraid, 17 Comedy, 19 Sidle, 21 Baton.

SATURDAY’S SOLUTION

calendar

su do ku 

V. HARD

AUGUST 28, 2023, MONDAY
■ Shaka Samvat 1945            

■ Bhadrapad Shaka 6

■ Bhadrapad Parvishte 12

■ Hijari 1445

■ Shukla Paksha Tithi 12, up to 6.23 pm

■ Ayushman Yoga up to 9.56 am

■ Saubhagya Yoga up to 6.01 am

■ Uttrashadha Nakshatra up to 2.43 am

■ Moon enters Capricorn sign 10.40 am

5 1 6 3 8 2 9 7 4
9 3 4 5 6 7 8 2 1
7 8 2 9 4 1 3 6 5
6 7 9 2 3 5 4 1 8
2 4 8 1 9 6 7 5 3
3 5 1 4 7 8 6 9 2
8 6 5 7 2 3 1 4 9
1 9 7 8 5 4 2 3 6
4 2 3 6 1 9 5 8 7

3
8 7 1

6 2 5 9
9 6 3

7 2 1
2 3 4

7 8 5 6
1 7 4

5

CITY MAX MIN
Chandigarh 35 26
New Delhi 36 27
Amritsar 33 26
Bathinda 36 27
Jalandhar 34 25
Ludhiana 34 26
Bhiwani 36 26
Hisar 37 27
Sirsa 37 28
Dharamsala 27 18
Manali 25 18
Shimla 21 15
Srinagar 25 14
Jammu 34 23

Kargil 26 14
Leh 24 09

Dehradun 35 22
Mussoorie 24 15

SUNSET: MONDAY 18:50 HRS
SUNRISE: TUESDAY 05:57 HRS

TEMPERATURE IN OC
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HIMACHAL PRADESH

JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG

SHORT NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Online bids on items rate basis are invited by the Executive Engineer,
Jal Shakti Division, Nohradhar on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh, in
electronic tendering system in two covers for the undermentioned work from
the contractors/firms of appropriate class enlisted with Himachal Pradesh Jal
Shakti Vibhag.

1. Tender documents and other instructions can be downloaded or viewed
online from the portal http://hptenders.gov.in by the firms/ individual
registered on the website which is free of cost.

2. As the bids are to be submitted online are required to be encrypted and
digitally signed, the bidders are advised to obtain Digital Signature Certificate
(DSC) from suitable vendors or from any authorized agency at the earliest.

3. Key dates will be as under:-

The Terms and Conditions may be read online in E-Procurement.

Executive Engineer,
Jal Shakti Division, Nohradhar.

HIM SUCHNA AVAM JAN SAMPARK

1 Date of Online Publication 25/08/2023 at 5:00 p.m.

2 Downloading of E-Tender Documents From 26/08/2023 at 10:00 a.m. to
05/09/2023 at 11:00 a.m.

3 Date of submission of E-Tendering From 26/08/2023 at 11:00 a.m. to
05/09/2023 at 11:30 a.m.

4 Physical/Online submission of earnest money
deposit and cost of Tender documents

Up to 11:30 a.m. on 05/09/2023

5 Date of opening of Cover-1 (Eligibility criteria) 05/09/2023 at 12:30 p.m.

6 Date of Pre-Bid meeting held in Superintending
Engineer, Jal Shakti Circle, Nahan

01/09/2023 at 11:00 a.m.

7 Site Visit From 30/08/2023 at 11:00 a.m. to
31/08/2023 at 5:00 p.m. along with
the Assistant Engineer/Concerned
Junior Engineer, Jal Shakti Sub-
Division, Sangrah

8 Date of Opening of Financial Bids Cover-2 Shall be intimated separately

Sr.
No.

Description E/Cost E/Money Time Cost of
Form

1. Providing irrigation facility to
various Villages of Renuka ji
Constituency under I&PH
Sub-Division, Sangarh by
constructing rain water
harvesting structure/water
bodies. (SH:- C/o RCC Dam
at Village Dana, Barbed wire
fencing, wire crate work, Head
weir, providing, laying &
jointing of MSERW scour pipe
and Laying & jointing of GMS
pipeline in distribution system
for Village Dana, Upper
Rajana & Kail). Job. 5

2,0035,186/- 2,32,900/- 4
Months

2500/-

DPR/HP/2333

GOVT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH

JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
NOTICE INVITING -E-TENDERS

Telephone No. 01972-288060, E-mail: eeiph_bsr@ rediffmail.com, 

Fax No. 01972-288060 Website: - http://hptenders.gov.in

Online bids on item rate are invited by the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti
Vibhag, Division Barsar on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh, in
electronic tendering system in two covers for the undermentioned work from
the contractor/firms of appropriate class enlisted with Himachal Pradesh Jal Shakti
Vibhag  and latest renewal thereof. 

Name of work : Improvement of LWSS Deotsidh for various Harizan Basties
in Tehsil Barsar Distt. Hamirpur (SH: Balance work Supply &
Erection of centrifugal pumping machinery for 1st stage)

Estimated Cost : Rs. 1200000.00

Earnest Money : Rs. 2400.00

Cost of Tender Form : Rs. 400.00

Time Period : 02 Months

SCHEDULE OF TENDERING:-

NOTE:- The tender terms and conditions and other detailed
conditions can be available and downloaded from the website
https hpiphe-tenders.gov.in

1. Site Visit From 26.08.2023 to 11.09.2023 during
working hours from 11:00 a.m. to 05:00
p.m. except holidays.

2. Bid submission start date From 26.08.2023 at 11:00 a.m.

3. Bid submission end date From at 26.08.2023 up to 11:00 a.m.

4. No Physical submission of
documents, except original bid
security /bid cost deposited through
off line mode, will be allowed

Up to 11:00 a.m. On dated 11.09.2023

5. Opening of eligibility criteria of
the bid

At 11:30 a.m. on dated 11.09.2023 in
the office of Executive Engineer, JSV
Division Barsar (H.P.)

6. Opening of Financial bid Date and place to be notified separately.

DPR/HP/2342

Lalit Mohan
Tribune News Service

Dharamsala, August 27
After the state government
banned mining in the Beas
river basin, the Mining
Department has ordered the
closure of 129 stone crushers
in the state, majority of them
in Kangra district.

Sources told The Tribune
that the Mining Department
had ordered closure of 82
stone crushers in Kangra
district, most of them in
Nurpur subdivision. The
number of stone crushers
ordered to be closed down in
Nurpur subdivision was 56.
All these crushers were set
up on the Beas riverbed
along the Punjab border.

Nineteen stone crushers
were closed down in
Hamirpur district, eight in
Una and 20 in Mandi dis-
trict. All these were func-
tioning on the riverbeds of
the Beas or its tributaries.

Interestingly, there are
about 300 stone crushers in

the state out of which about
43 per cent (129) are located in
the Beas river basin.

After massive damage to
public and private property
during the recent mon-
soon, the affected people
had blamed the illegal min-
ing by stone crusher own-
ers for their misery.

In Kangra district, the max-
imum damage was caused
due to floods in the Beas riv-
er basin downstream the
Pong Dam reservoir. Thou-
sands of people had to be
evacuated by the Kangra
administration with the help
of Air Force and the NDRF.

People lost their agricul-

ture land, orchards and
houses due to the floods.
The people in Indora and
Nurpur subdivisions
alleged that rivers in their
areas got flooded as Beas
changed its course due to
illegal mining. The people
threatened to launch an agi-
tation against the illegal
crushers set up in the area.

The closure of about 43
per cent stone crushers is
likely to cause shortage of
sand and gravel etc.

It is not for the first time
that stone crushers have
been closed down in the
river basins. In 2018, the
NGT ordered the closure of
all stone crushers operat-
ing within 100 metres from
the riverbeds.

After that, about 70 per cent
stone crushers in the state
faced closure. However, the
state government moved the
Supreme Court against the
NGT order and the ban on
stone crushers on the
riverbeds was lifted.

After mining ban in Beas basin,
43% stone crushers shut down

MAXIMUM 82 IN KANGRA DISTRICT
■ 300 stone crushers were active in the state
■ 129 of these have been ordered to be shut down
■ 82 of these are in Kangra dist, including 56 in Nurpur area

A stone crusher on a riverbed in Kangra. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Families that lost
houses will be given
land, says Agnihotri
Tribune News Service

Dharamsala, August 27
Deputy Chief Minister
Mukesh Agnihotri today
visited Dhar Dhangar vil-
lage in Dehra area of Kan-
gra district and met the
families affected by land-
slides. About 50 families in
Dhar Dhangar village have
been left homeless after an
entire hill faced landslide.
Besides their houses, peo-
ple have lost their land to
the landslide.

The Deputy CM walked
three km to reach the
affected village. While
interacting with the affect-
ed families, he said that the
state government would go
all out to help the people
who lost their houses in
monsoon. He said the state
had suffered a loss of over
Rs 8,000 crore due to mon-
soon and floods in the last
one month and more than
300 people had lost their
life. The state government

was working round the
clock to provide relief to
the affected people.

Agnihotri said all people
whose houses and lands
had been lost to landslides
would be provided alterna-
tive land by the govern-
ment for construction of
houses. Officials of the dis-
trict administration have
been directed to look for
alternative land that can be
allotted to affected resi-
dents of Dhar Dhangar vil-
lage, he said.

After massive loss to the
state during monsoon, the
government was working
on a policy for regulating
the constructions in the
state in consultation with
the geologists, he said.

Deputy CM Mukesh Agnihotri interacts with residents of landslide-
affected Dhar Dhangar village in Dehra on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Says govt working to
regulate construction
in consultation with

geologists

Financial help for Baijnath flood-hit
Our Correspondent

Palampur, August 27
Chief Parliamentary Secretary
(CPS) Kishori Lal today
assessed the loss caused to pub-
lic and private property by
recent floods in the upper areas
of Baijnath, where several
houses have been washed away
or damaged. He also distrib-
uted financial assistance to the
flood victims. He assured them
that the government would get
their houses rebuilt soon.

Earlier, the CPS held meet-
ings with the officers of dif-
ferent departments at Baij-
nath and evaluated the

extent of damage caused and
relief measures undertaken
to support the affected fami-
lies. He stressed the need for

expeditious relief measures
to help those who had been
displaced or adversely
impacted by the floods.

He instructed the officials
concerned to adhere to the spe-
cial package norms related to
relief, as notified by the state
government, and mobilse all
available resources to ensure
timely provision of necessary
assistance. He directed the offi-
cials to ensure efficient imple-
mentation of the Himachal
Pradesh Public Service Guar-
antee Act, 2011, and to sensi-
tise the people about it.

He also directed the Public
Works Department to repair
and reopen all the link roads
which were damaged in the
recent floods so that vehicu-
lar traffic could be restored. 

CPS Kishori Lal gives financial assistance to a flood victim at
Kanarthu village, near Baijnath, on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Tribune News Service

Shimla, August 27
Adani Agri Fresh Limited
has enhanced the apple pro-
curement prices following
resentment among apple
growers over the prices
announced a few days ago.

As per the revised prices,
the highest the company
has ever offered to growers,
it will procure the fruit from
Rs 25 per kg to Rs 105 per
kg, depending on the quali-
ty of the fruit. The earlier
price bracket was from Rs
20 a kg to Rs 95 a kg.

The price has been
increased by Rs 10 per kg
for the large, medium and
small apple in the premi-
um segment, which has 80
to 100 per cent colour. The
price of Pitu apple has
gone up by just Rs 1, from
Rs 65 to Rs 66 a kg, in the
premium category.

The Sanyukt Kisan
Manch, however, is not hap-
py with the prices as it
claims the market rate is
still higher than the prices
offered by Adani Agri Fresh

and other private compa-
nies procuring apple.

“We will urge the govern-
ment to call managements
of these apple procuring
companies and fix the pro-
curement prices as per the
prevailing rates in the open
market,” said Sanjay
Chauhan, co-convener of
the Sanyukt Kisan Manch.

He demanded that a com-
mittee comprising experts
from horticulture, econom-
ics and agriculture depart-
ments should be constitut-

ed to fix the terms and con-
ditions for these apple
procuring companies.

“As per the Competition
Act, 2002, the companies
cannot make windfall gains,
which these companies are
making,” said Chauhan.

Meanwhile, the SKM
also pointed out that the
price of Pittu apple had
been increased by only Rs
1 a kg. “This is too less as
a lot of produce this time
will be of this category,”
Chauhan added.

Adani Agri Fresh increases
apple procurement prices

FARMERS’ BODY NOT HAPPY
■ Now, the company will procure the fruit from ~25 a kg to ~105

a kg, depending on its quality.
■ The earlier price bracket was from ~20 a kg to ~95 a kg.
■ The Sanyukt Kisan Manch, however, is not happy with the prices

claiming that the market rate is still higher than these prices.

Tribune News Service

New Delhi, AugUST 27 
Lt Gen Kanwal Jeet Singh
Dhillon (retd) has been
appointed as the chairper-
son of the Board of Gover-
nors (BoG) of Indian Insti-
tute of Technology (IIT),
Mandi, Himachal Pradesh,
for a period of three years
commencing August 25.

Lt Gen Dhillon command-
ed the 15 Corps during the
period when the Balakote
air strikes took place in Feb-
ruary 2019 and at the time of
abrogation of Article 370
and 35A in August 2019. 

He has also served as DG
Defence Intelligence
Agency. He retired from
service in January 31, 2022.
He is MSc, MPhil and PhD. 

Lt Gen Dhillon
to chair board
of IIT Mandi 

Alternative routes restored between Mandi, Kullu
Tribune News Service

Mandi, August 27
Two alternative roads were
restored to traffic between
Mandi and Kullu today and
around 2,200 stranded vehi-
cles crossed to and fro. 

One road was restored via
Kataula between Mandi and
Kullu for one-way traffic for
the movement of light vehi-
cles and unloaded vehicles.
On this route traffic is allowed
from Mandi towards Kullu. 

Second alternative road
between Mandi and Kullu
was restored via Kainchi Mod
near Pandoh Dam today for
one-way traffic. On this route,

traffic is allowed from 12 mid-
night to 10 am from Pandoh
in Mandi to Kullu and from
12 noon to 10 pm from Kullu
to Pandoh towards Mandi.
Today around 1,400 vehicles
moved towards Mandi from
Kullu, while 800 vehicles
plied from Mandi towards

Kullu. These vehicles were
stuck on Kullu and Mandi for
the last five days because of
the blockade of roads.

ASP Sagar Chander said that
the Chandigarh-Manali high-
way was still blocked to traffic
between Mandi and Kullu via
Pandoh due to massive damage

to the road. However, today the
NHAI and PWD have restored
both the alternative routes
between Mandi and Kullu,
which helped the police to move
stranded vehicles from Mandi to
Kullu and from Kullu to Mandi.

Tomorrow, HRTC bus serv-
ice will resume on this route.
Keeping in view the bad con-
dition of road from Hanogi to
Kainchi mod, the time slot for
the movement of vehicles
between Mandi and Kullu to
and fro is from 12 midnight
to 10 am from Pandoh in
Mandi towards Kullu and
from Aut in Kullu side
towards Mandi from 12 noon
to 10 pm” the ASP said. 

A traffic jam after the Mandi-Kullu road was opened to commuters. JAI KUMAR
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HIMACHAL PRADESH

JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
Sealed item rates offline tender Forms No. 6 & 8 are hereby invited by the Executive Engineer, JSV Division

Barsar, Distt. Hamirpur (HP) for the following works from the approved and eligible class contractor enlisted

with JSV Department so as to reach in this office on or before 05.09.2023 up to 03:00 p.m. The tender will be

opened on same day at 03:30 p.m. in the presence of intending contractors or their authorized representatives

who may wish like to be 05.09.2023 up to 03:00 p.m. The tender documents can be downloaded from the

Departmental website www.hpiph.org and cost of form shall be deposited before 04.09.2023 up to 04:00 p.m.

Last date of sale of tender from in Divisional office 04.09.2023 up to 4:00 p.m. and the same will be opened

on 05.09.2023 at 03:30 p.m. The tender forms and other detailed conditions can be downloaded from the website

www.hpiph.org. or from office of the above Executive Engineer up to date specified above.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, 

JSV Division Barsar, Distt. Hamirpur (HP)

Sr.
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost

(in Rs.)

Earnest
Money
(in Rs.)

Cost of
Tender
Form

(in Rs.)

Time
Limit

1. Consultancy estimate for C/o Sector Storage tanks & distribution system
in various villages of Barsar constituency in Tehsil Barsar Distt. Hamirpur 

167500/- 3350/- 250/- One
Month

2. Providing house hold connection by ministry of Jal Shakti Har Ghar Nal
Se Jal under C/o LWSS From River Beas for Aug. of Various Sources
in Barsar area  in Tehsil Barsar Distt. Hamirpur  (H.P) (SH:- Excavation,
laying, jointing testing and commissioning  of GMS pipe of  50 mm dia
from  village Uled to village Kanner)

281233/- 5625/- 250/- 2
Months

3. Restoration of Rain damages of LWSS Bhota Town in Tehsil Barsar Distt.
Hamirpur(H.P.) (SH: Supply & erection of submersible pumping
machinery alongwith allied accessories )

202030/- 4040/- 250/- 2
Months

4. A/R & M/O LWSS Bhota Town in Tehsil Barsar Distt. Hamirpur  (H.P)
(SH:- Excavation, laying, jointing testing and commissioning  of GMS
pipe of 40 mm dia  =2000 Rmts to Kapada Basti)

302700/- 6060/- 250/- 2
Months

5. Repair of various hand pumps under JSV Sub Division Galore in
Tehsil Galore Distt. Hamirpur (H.P.) (SH:- Repair of 25 Nos hand
pumps &  Flushing of 15 Nos hand pump   at various locations  under
JSV section  Galore I)

344100/- 6890/- 250/- 6
Months

6. Providing house hold connection by ministry of Jal Shakti Har Ghar Nal
Se Jal under LWSS Bhaber Saheli in Tehsil Barsar Distt. Hamirpur
(H.P.). (Sub Head:- Contraction of balance work of Pump house and
attendant room at Bhaber.)

401708/- 8040/- 250/- 2
Months

7. Providing house hold connection by ministry of Jal Shakti Har Ghar
Nal Se Jal under LWSS Bani Barsar Garli Zone 1st in Tehsil Barsar
Distt. Hamirpur (SH:  Painting over steel, window and concrete in all
structure of pump house).

464313/- 9290/- 250/- 2
Months

8. Improvement of LWSS Nara in Tehsil Galore Distt. Hamirpur (H.P).
(SH: Dismantling , re-laying , jointing & testing of  various  dia  pipe line
under JSV section Galore 2nd  )

204323/- 4090/- 250/- 3
Months

9. Providing house hold connection by Ministry of Jal Shakti Har Ghar Nal
under LWSS Bani Barsar Garli zone 3rd in Tehsil Barsar Distt.
Hamirpur(SH   Providing and fixing MS pennel & Boundary wall around
the new Pump house & water treatment plant at  Khawaza)

263303/- 5270/- 250/- 2
Months

10. Providing house hold connection by Ministry of Jal Shakti Har Ghar Nal
under LWSS Bani Barsar Garli zone 3rd in Tehsil Barsar Distt. Hamirpur
( H.P). (SH:  Fixing of  MS pennel & C/o  Boundary wall around the  Pump
House at  Khawaza)

287748/- 5760/- 250/- 2
Months

Providing house hold connection by Ministry of Jal Shakti Har Ghar Nal
Se Jal for Multi villages under JS Sub Division Galore in Tehsil Galore
Distt. Hamirpur (H.P.). (SH: Construction of Padestral to sump well
240000 liters capacity at Kashmir for +ve section) 

497862/- 9960/- 250/- 2
Months

DPR/HP/2339

HIMACHAL PRADESH
JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division, Pooh Distt. Kinnaur invites
item rate tender on behalf of the Governor of Himachal Pradesh from the
eligible contractors for the following works through offline process.

Sr.
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost (Rs.)

Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

Cost of
tender

form (Rs.)

Time
limit

months

1 R/R Damages to FIS Gangtoksa in GP
Chango Sub-Tehsil Hangrang (HP)
(SH:- C/O Wire Crate, C/O Pattra
Cutting L/J HDPE pipe 225 mm OD and
Removal of Slips at various RD's) 

397623 8000 250 6

2 A/R & M/O various WSS under Jal
Shakti Sub-Division Yangthang Sub-
Tehsil Hangrang Distt. Kinnaur (HP)
(SH:- Energization for 3 nos. of
Handpump under Jal Shakti Section
Chango)

175170 3500 250 1

3 C/O WSS Kanam Nallah to tap new
source for Rungra village in GP Spillow
Tehsil Pooh Distt. Kinnaur (HP) (SH:-
C/O Storage Tank of Capacity 10000 Ltr,
Laying, Jointing GI Pipe of 25 mm Dia
(M) from RD 0/2050 to 1450.00) 

339743 6800 250 6

4 A/R & M/O to FIS Khamas in GP Lippa
Tehsil Moorang Distt. Kinnaur (HP)
(SH:- Removal of slips, C/O Dry stone
lining in the channel, Laying and jointing
of HDPE 63 mm OD) 

135658 2800 250 3

5 A/R & M/O FIS Thangi in GP Thangi
Tehsil Moorang Distt. Kinnaur (HP)
(SH:- C/O Dry stone lining, Removal of
slips) 

182527 3700 250 1

6 A/R & M/O WSS Pooh Colony in GP
Pooh Tehsil Pooh Distt. Kinnaur (HP)
(SH:- Dismentalling and relaying of GI
Pipe and L and jointing of G.I. pipe
including earth work etc) Job No. 2

375283 7600 250 6

7 A/R & M/O WSS Pooh Colony in G.P.
Pooh Tehsil Pooh Distt. Kinnaur (HP)
(SH:- Dismentalling and relaying of GI
Pipe and L and jointing of G.I. Pipe
including earth work etc) Job No. 1

235174 4800 250 6

8 R/R Damages to FIS Johang in GP
Chango Sub-Tehsil Hangrang Distt.
Kinnaur (HP) (SH:- C/O Wire Crates at
various RD,s) 

157386 3200 250 1

9 R/R Damages to FIS Holiyati in GP
Giabong Tehsil Pooh Distt. Kinnaur (HP)
(SH:- C/O Wire Crates at various RD,s) 

348124 7000 250 2

10 R/R Damges to FIS Holiyati in GP
Giabong Tehsil Pooh Distt. Kinnaur (HP)
(SH:- Removal os slip) 

250651 5100 250 1

11 R/R Damages to FIS Kochal Burtum
Basti and Palthang in GP Sunnam Tehsil
Pooh Distt. Kinnaur (HP) (SH:- C/O wire
crates at various RD,s) 

393199 7900 250 1 

Last date of sale of tender form 04-09-2023 till 05.00 PM. Last date of

submission of tenders 05-09-2023 till 3.00 PM and shall be opened on

same day at 3.30 PM. Tender document and other detailed conditions

can be received from the divisional office.

Executive Engineer  

Jal Shakti Division Pooh Distt. Kinnaur (HP)DPR/HP/2350

HIMACHAL PRADESH FOREST DEPARTMENT
BHARMOUR FOREST DIVISION, BHARMOUR

REQUEST FOR INVITATION OF
QUOTATIONS FOR HIRING OF VEHICLES

Divisional Forest Officer Bharmour Forest Division, Bharmour requires
following vehicles on monthly hiring basis from bonafide and reputed
Agencies/Owners for use in Bharmour Forest Division, Bharmour. The
quotation in sealed cover on the proforma should reach to the undersigned
on or before 02.09.2023 at 11:00 a.m. on the undermentioned address,
and same would be opened on the same day at 11:30 a.m.  The quotation
proforma along with terms and conditions can be procured from the office
of the undersigned on any working day between 10:00 a.m. to 05:00 p.m.
up to 01.09.2023 on payment of INR 500.00.

Divisional Forest Officer
Bharmour Forest Division
Bharmour

The quotation received late shall be summarily rejected. The Divisional
Forest Officer Bharmour reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
the quotation(s) and to relax any of the conditions stipulated without
assigning any reason.

1. Mahindra Bolero.

Sd/- Divisional Forest Officer
Bharmour Forest Division Bharmour
Phone No. 01895-225046
E-mail: dfobharmour&gmail.comDI-14042

PUNJAB STATE WAREHOUSING CORPORATION,
CHANDIGARH

SCO 74-75, BANK SQUARE, SECTOR 17-B, CHANDIGARH – 160017

� 0172-5197880, 5197884, 5197890, Fax: 0172-2705855, www.pswc.in

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
Punjab State Warehousing Corporation (PSWC) invites online e-tenders

for the supply of printed/computer stationery and other stationery items on
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in. The last date of submission of e-tender is 18.09.2023
up to 12.00 Noon. The technical/financial submission shall be opened/
downloaded on the same day at 3.00 P.M. For detail terms/conditions of notice
inviting e-tenders, refer to website http://eproc.punjab.gov.in and pswc.in

The Prospective tenderers may visit websites https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
& www.pswc.in regularly as all revisions, clarifications, notifications, corrigenda,
if any, to the e-tender will be hosted on these websites only.

Managing DirectorDPR/Pb/27161

TENDER ENQUIRY FOR PROVIDING SECURITY SERVICES

NIOS Regional Centre Chandigarh invites Tender quotations
from the reputed Agencies/Firms for providing Civilian Security
Guard round the clock at its premises:

NIOS, Regional Centre, YMCA Complex, Sector 11C,
Chandigarh. The requirement is of 01 Civilian Security Guard for
round the clock service. Tender documents can be downloaded
from Central Public Procurement Portal at www.eprocure.gov.in
or from NIOS website (https://rcchandigarh.nios.ac.in). An
EMD of Rs. 20,000/- is to be deposited in the form of Demand
Draft in favour of “Secretary, NIOS payable at Chandigarh along
with the Tender Document. Last date for submission of sealed
tender is 20.09.2023 till 2:00 p.m.

Sd/- 
REGIONAL DIRECTOR,

NIOS, RC-CHANDIGARH.

National Institute of Open Schooling
(An Autonomous body under Ministry of

Education, Govt. of India)

Regional Centre: YMCA Complex, Sector – 11C, Chandigarh

Phone: 0172-2744915, 2743915

DI-14094

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Director, Treasuries, Accounts & Lotteries is desirous of hiring

office space for its office. The requirement is for carpet area 4000 Sq.
ft. (+10%) in the vicinity of Directorate of TAL Block No. 23, SDA
Complex, Shimla – 171009. Interested bidders may collect tender
documents/application forms from the undersigned or download from
Finance Department website www.himachal.nic.in/finance. Last
date for submission is 15.09.2023.

Rohit Jamwal (I.A.S.)
Director, Treasuries, Accounts and Lotteries,

Shimla-09 (HP).DPR/HP/540

Our Correspondent

Jammu, August27
A day after several organisa-
tions observed the shutdown
in Jammu, the police released
26 members of the Yuva
Rajput Sabha (YRS) from the
Kathua jail on Sunday. They
were detained days ago for
protesting against the collec-
tion of toll at Sarore on the
Jammu-Pathankot highway.
On their arrival to Jammu, the
leaders of the YRS were
accorded a welcome by local
residents and political leaders.

There was a sense of anger
among the residents after the
detention of the YRS members
who demanded suspension of
toll collection as a major portion
of the highway was damaged
due to which the traffic had
been diverted since July 19.

During a protest on August

21 by the YRS demanding the
removal of the Sarore toll
plaza, several of its activists
were detained for violating
restrictions around the toll
plaza. “We are thankful to the
people for coming on the roads
for our release. Our core com-
mittee will meet shortly to
decide the future course of
action,” YRS president
Vikram Singh said after his
release. (With PTI inputs)

Day after Jammu bandh,
26 protesters released

Protesters had hurled stones at
the Sarore toll plaza on August 21.

Sonia visits Dal Lake

■ Former Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, on a private
visit to Kashmir, on Sunday
visited the famous floating
gardens at Dal Lake here.

■ She took a shikara to visit
the floating gardens after
day break. She later visited
Nishat and Shalimar gar-
dens along the lake.

Sonia Gandhi during her visit to Shalimar Bagh in Srinagar. PTI

Our Correspondent

Jammu, August27
The teacher and the principal
of a government school, who
thrashed a student for writ-
ing ‘Jai Shri Ram’ on the
classroom board in Bani area
of Kathua, have been sus-
pended by the School Educa-
tion Department.

While the Urdu teacher,
Farooq Ahmed, has been
arrested, the principal,
Mohammad Hafiz, is still
absconding. The Class X stu-
dent was thrashed on Friday.

Riyaz Ahmed, Sub-inspec-

tor of the Bani police station,
informed Farooq was arrest-
ed on late on Saturday
evening. “We are searching
for Hafiz and he will also be
arrested soon. Farooq will be
presented before a court on
Monday,” he said.

As per an official order
issued by the Principal Secre-

tary, School Education
Department, Alok Kumar,
the two have been placed
under suspension with
immediate effect in pur-
suance of Rule 31 of J&K Civ-
il Services Rules, 1956. Dur-
ing the period of suspension,
Farooq and Hafiz will remain
attached to the Director,

School Education, Jammu.
Soon after the protests

over the incident, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Kathua had constituted a
committee to inquire into
the issue on Saturday. The
committee comprises sub-
divisional magistrate of
Bani, deputy chief educa-
tion officer of Kathua and
the principal of the Govern-
ment Higher Secondary
School in Kharote.

The student, who was
admitted to a hospital after
the thrashing episode, is stat-
ed to be stable.

Teacher, principal suspended 
for thrashing Kathua student

SCHOOLKID IN HOSPITAL, STABLE
■ A Class X student wrote  ‘Jai Shri Ram’ on the classroom

board following which he was reportedly thrashed by his
teacher and the school principal in Bani area of Kathua. 

■ As protests erupted, the DC formed a committee to look into
the incident. The hospitalised student is stated to be stable.

Our Correspondent

Jammu, August27
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh is likely to visit Jammu
on September 12 to take part
in the North Tech Sympo-
sium- 2023 in which latest
technologies and equipment
will be showcased. Singh is
also expected to take part in a
security review meeting and
visit the Line of Control (LoC)
in Jammu division to review
the preparedness of the troops.

Sources said the Defence
Minister was also expected to
focus on rising incidents of
terrorism in Rajouri and

Poonch besides the growing
menace of drones from
across the borders.

Defence PRO Lt Col Suneel
Bartwal said the North Tech
Symposium is a technology
showcase event which will
provide a platform for the
Army-industry participation
with intent to interface direct-
ly with end user and creating
awareness about contempo-

rary technologies and equip-
ment that can be exploited to
meet operational and logistic
requirements of the North-
ern Command.

“The event also facilitated
structured approach for prod-
uct evaluation, prioritisation
and acquisition besides pro-
viding viable and actionable
inputs for formulation of pro-
curement plans,” the PRO
informed.

The event will be held on
September 11-13 at the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT),
Jammu. As many as 150 ven-
dors are expected to partici-
pate in the event. 

Rajnath likely to attend Jammu 
tech symposium next month

during a similar shobha yatra,
the locals have decided to shut
themselves in their houses. 

“We are living in morbid fear
of what can happen if another
yatra goes wrong. We paid the
price for what the outsiders
did. Our children are in jail, our
houses have been demolished
and we have nowhere to go,”
says Fadri of Nalhar village.
Her house of 40 years stands
demolished and her extended
family of 30 lives under a bam-
boo shed that has been
propped up amidst the rubble.

The owner of the 20 “illegal”
shops near the Nalhar med-
ical college which were razed
after the clashes, Nawab
Sheikh says, “All these years,
the shops were never seen as
illegal but post-clashes, they
were razed without a notice. I
had papers for some while
one was disputed and the
matter was in court. In a mat-
ter of minutes, everything I
owned was gone. Though per-
mission for the yatra has been
denied, we are still living in
fear of what could happen if
outsiders gain entry, create

mischief and incite the locals.
They conveniently run away
while we pay the price.” 

Members of both communi-
ties in Nuh allegedly blame the
“outsiders” —  Muslims from
Rajasthan and some mischie-
vous elements among the Hin-
du devotees who participated
in the yatra from Nuh’s Nalhar
Shiva temple — for the clash-
es. In Moradbas village from
where 22 boys have been
booked for violence, Asubi, a
widow, claims, “The police
came at 4. 30 am after the
clashes, took my three sons,
showed me a revolver to
silence me and I haven’t heard
about them since then. They
had been home all day and had
no role in the clashes.”

Similarly, Isra Khan’s three
sons were “dragged out of bed
in the wee hours” as the police
allegedly forced its entry into
the house. “I hope there is no
repeat of July 31 because then
again we will be blamed. Our
innocent boys are already in
police custody but our worry is
that the police will pick up
more boys if there is any clash

tomorrow,” he adds.
A young girl in her teens,

Zareen says, “My father is 62
years old and his vision is
poor. He was also labelled a
rioter and picked up from our
house. The police should look
at mobile locations and
videos and let off those who
are innocent. Let the guilty be
punished, but the innocent
should not suffer.” 

In Unthka village, a group
of men sitting outside a tea
shop are “on duty”. “We are
noting car numbers and
names of strangers passing
by. We cannot bear the brunt
of the clashes. Also, we have
decided not to venture out at
all tomorrow” explains
Naseeba, a former sarpanch. 

Wary of a repeat, the villagers
are almost in a rush to get past
tomorrow even as security
menstand guard every few
kilometres. The minority com-
munity is not averse to a yatra
passing through the area.
They are worried about mis-
chief-mongers mingling with
devotees and creating trouble
for them. 

from page 1
Department are non-func-
tional ever since the floodwa-
ters entered the area. 
Resham Singh, a farmer of
Kutiwala, said to address the
drinking water problem, the
Kar Sewa Sect of Sursingh,
which had its dera at Harike,
had sent water tanks to the
affected villages, including
those adjoining Muthian-
wala, the country’s last vil-
lage near the border with
Pakistan. 

Besides Ghadum, the other
affected villages include Kot

Budha, Kutiwala, Sabhra,
Dumniwala, Gullewala, Bhu-
ra Hathar, Gadiake, Jalloke,
Bhauwal, Bangla Rai Ke, Tal-
wandi Sobha Singh, Mah-
neke Jand, Jodh Singh Wal
and Jhugian Kalu. 

A senior official said
though the breach near
Ghadum village was
expected to be plugged in a
day or two, it would take a
while before normal life
could be restored. Deputy
Commissioner Sandeep
kumar said he was looking
into the matter. 

from page 1
lander. ChaSTE measures the
temperature profile of the
lunar topsoil around the pole
to understand the thermal
behaviour of the moon’s sur-
face,” ISRO said in an update
on social media platform X.

ISRO scientist BHM
Darukesha said: “We all
believed that the temperature
could be somewhere around
20°C on the surface but it is
quite high.”  “The graph illus-
trates the temperature varia-
tions of the lunar surface/near-
surface at various depths, as
recorded during the probe’s
penetration. This is the first
such profile for the lunar
south pole. Detailed observa-
tions are underway,” ISRO
said in a statement.

Darukesha explained,
“When we go two to three cm
inside the earth, we hardly
see 2-3°C variation whereas
there, it is about 50°C varia-
tion. This is something inter-
esting.” The temperature
dips to minus 10°C below the
lunar surface, the senior sci-
entist said, adding that the
variation is from 60°C to
minus 10°C. — Agencies

from page 1
Achieving a better balance
between producers and con-
sumers also applies to nations.
“Treating other nations as mar-
kets will never work. It will
harm the producer-country
sooner or later,” he said, while
urging business leaders to be
more consumer-centric
towards individuals as well as
nations. The PM also wanted
the G20 and B20 to consider
new approaches such as green
carbon. The PM began his
address by pointing out the
B20 conclave was taking place
in India during an atmosphere
of celebration due to the suc-
cessful moon mission. 

Pointing out that the most
important lesson left behind
by the pandemic was the loss
of trust as supply chains broke
down, the PM said: “India, full
of compassion and humility, is
standing before you waiving
the flag of trust.”

from page 1
Manohar Lal Khattar and the
BJP in the run-up to next
year’s parliamentary and
state Assembly elections.

Sources said after the filing
of a chargesheet against the
minister in a Chandigarh
court recently, it was becom-
ing increasing “untenable”
for the Chief Minister to
retain Sandeep Singh in his
Council of Ministers.

While Leader of the Opposi-
tion Bhupinder Singh Hooda
demanded the minister’s
resignation on “moral
grounds”, senior vice-presi-
dent of AAP Anurag Dhanda
today shot off a letter to the
Chief Minister urging him
dismiss the minister.

In fact, the BJP-JJP govern-
ment will come in the firing
line of the Opposition in the
Haryana Vidhan Sabha on
August 28 and 29 for the min-
ister’s continuation even
after the filing of the
chargesheet. The Opposition

— the Congress and the
INLD —had already
announced that they would
raise the issue during the
ongoing monsoon session of
the Assembly.

However, BJP’s state
media head Sanjay Sharma
termed the Opposition’s
demand for the minister’s
resignation “baseless”. “Only
the chargesheet has been
filed against the minister and
he has not yet been pro-
nounced guilty. The matter is
sub judice,” he asserted.

A former captain of the
Indian hockey team,
Sandeep Singh, the only
Sikh minister in the Khattar
Cabinet, had resigned as the
Sports Minister after the
Chandigarh Police registered
a case against him on the
complaint of a woman coach.
Sandeep Singh had repeat-
edly denied the coach’s alle-
gations asserting that it was
an attempt to tarnish his rep-
utation.

Wary of violence, Nuh residents choose...

of houses were damaged.
Data accessed by The Tri-
bune from the district admin-
istration revealed that from
July to August this monsoon,
a total of 1,887 houses were
damaged in Mandi (701 fully
and 1,186 partially), render-
ing over 1,800 families home-
less. The affected families are
desperately waiting for their
rehabilitation by the state
government. 

According to the data, 245
houses were fully damaged
in Sadar subdivision, 27 in
Thunag, 64 in Balichowki, 46
in Sarkaghat, five in
Dharampur, 15 in Joginder-
nagar, 141 in Sundernagar, 22
in Gohar, 30 in Padhar, 59 in
Balh, 41 in Karsog and six in
Kotli. Similarly, 267 houses
were partially damaged in
Sadar subdivision, 56 in Thu-

nag, 112 in Balichowki, 158 in
Sarkaghat, 41 in Dharampur,
43 in Jogindernagar, 255 in
Sundernagar, 47 in Gohar, 10
in Padhar, 64 in Balh, 112 in
Karsog and 21 in Kotli. 

Besides, 1,081 cowsheds and
175 shops were damaged in
different parts of the district.
Many areas have become
completely unsafe for living,
where houses have been
vacated by the administration.

In Mandi town, the Tarna
Hills and Sanyard ward areas
have become sinking zones,
where houses have developed
huge cracks, forcing residents
to leave these and take refuge
in temporary shelters. 

Residents of Kuklah, Tha-
laut, Sarkaghat and a few
other villages have been
demanding their rehabilita-
tion at safe places.

According to Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate, Mandi,
Madan Kumar, the adminis-
tration is collecting the details
of losses from different parts
of the district.

The ADM said 1,852 rain-hit
people were living in relief
camps at various places in the
district set up by the adminis-
tration while many affected
families had taken refuge at
their relatives’ houses.

“The state government is
providing relief to the affected
families, besides accommoda-
tion in relief camps. So far, Rs
43.35 lakh has been disbursed
among 1,641 affected families
in the district while ration kits
were distributed among 946
families. Besides, 4,275 tarpau-
lins were distributed among
those affected by the district
administration,” he said.

PM: Global...

Tarn Taran hamlets under...

FROM PAGE 1

Lunar south...

150 VENDORS MAY ATTEND
More than 150 vendors are
expected to showcase their
military equipment in the
three-day event beginning
September 11.

Pressure mounts, minister...

Homeless, 1,800 Mandi families await...
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INDIAN agriculture needs to
gear up for tackling climate
change in order to secure the
nation’s food security and

protect farmers’ livelihoods.
Extreme weather events have
resulted in significant damage to
agricultural production in recent
years. An estimate by the Ministry
of Agriculture indicates that near-
ly 340 lakh hectares of cropped
area was damaged between 2015-
16 and 2021-22 primarily due to
floods, while a similar amount of
cropped area was lost due to
drought. This is a perilous situa-
tion for the farming community,
especially the smallholders who
account for over 80 per cent of
India’s farmers. 

The adoption of sustainable
agricultural practices is a must.
The Green Credit Programme
(GCP), as per the notification
released on June 26 as part of
‘Lifestyle for Environment’
(LiFE) under the Nationally
Determined Contributions, is a
timely step in the right direction.

The agriculture sector is
marked by diverse soil and cli-
matic conditions across the coun-
try. The highly fragmented land-
holdings pose a challenge for the
adoption of practices and tech-
nology for climate change mitiga-
tion and adaptation. A common
approach for selecting the activi-
ties under green credits and their
implementation framework for
the country as a whole may not
work. In order to be successful,
the GCP for the agriculture sec-
tor needs to address the existing
complexities while devising a
comprehensive framework and
implementation mechanism.

India is divided into 15 agro-cli-

matic regions based on parameters
such as topography, soil, geograph-
ical formation, rainfall pattern,
cropping system, irrigation etc.
Agro-climatic region-specific infor-
mation is critical for understand-
ing, evaluating and addressing the
challenge of climate change and its
impact on agriculture in each
region. This will, in turn, help in
efficient planning for judicious use
of natural resources with suitable
crops and cultivation practices,
thereby achieving desired results. 

The involvement of local farm-
ers and other stakeholders while
planning and developing the
framework for the GCP is essen-

tial for its successful implementa-
tion. The agro-climatic region-spe-
cific approach can facilitate active
participation of local stakeholders.
Planning and framework develop-
ment can be a two-step process.
First, a broader framework may be
developed at the central level. Sec-
ond, regional or district-level
authorities can be tasked with cus-
tomising the framework suitable
for agro-climatic, soil and crop
conditions prevailing in the
respective region or district.

Further, there is a need to estab-
lish a mechanism for collection of
feedback from the stakeholders to
update the processes of the GCP

on a constant basis, in line with
changing scenarios of climate
change and its impact on the
ecosystem in general and agricul-
tural production in particular. 

The average size of operational
holdings declined from 2.28
hectares in 1970-71 to 1.08
hectares in 2015-16, according to
the Agricultural Census by the
Ministry of Agriculture & Farm-
ers’ Welfare. The smallholder
farmers are extremely vulnera-
ble to crop losses. Cooperative or
community farming can be an
apt solution to attain economies
of scale for the adoption of cli-
mate-smart agricultural technol-

ogy and practices. 
Cooperative farming can help

smallholder farmers in three
major ways. First, it can facilitate
the successful adoption of sus-
tainable agricultural practices to
earn green credits. Second, it can
help in trading the green credits
on the proposed trading plat-
form. Third, it can contribute to
enhancing farm incomes
through efficient use of
resources. It can also help in pro-
ducing uniform quality of farm
produce that can be easily aggre-
gated to get a better price,
instead of individual farmers
producing the same crop of vary-
ing quality, leading to problems
in aggregation and consequently

lower prices.
There are a large number

of successful farmers’
cooperatives in the areas of
animal husbandry, fisheries

and horticulture. However, in
the case of agricultural crops,

the widespread presence of farm-
ers’ cooperatives is largely con-
fined to post-harvest manage-
ment of the produce. Hence,
there is a need to promote coop-
erative farming not only for the
successful implementation of the
GCP but also for the efficient use
of natural resources, enhancing
farmers’ incomes and adoption
of technologies such as drones. 

The national agricultural
research and extension system
under the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research is an estab-
lished network with district-level
Krishi Vigyan Kendras and block-
level agricultural offices. The sys-
tem connects farmers across the
country and helps in the transfer
of knowledge and technology,
thereby facilitating its successful
adoption. The outreach and
implementation of the GCP can

be more effective if the estab-
lished agricultural extension sys-
tem with its network of stake-
holders is optimally utilised. 

A big impediment is the lack of
awareness among farmers about
climate change and the extent of
risks arising from it, the need for
adopting sustainable agricultural
practices for mitigation and adap-
tation, apart from the technologi-
cal know-how about specific activ-
ities and practices for availing
green credits. There is a need for
creating awareness among farm-
ers and other stakeholders about
the impact of climate change and
the need for undertaking mitiga-
tion and adaptation activities,
which can be incentivised
through the GCP. The agricultur-
al extension system can play a
vital role in reaching out to the
farmers and other stakeholders. 

Thus, successful implementa-
tion of the GCP  needs to consider
two important aspects — address-
ing the challenges and vulnerabil-
ities of Indian agriculture; and
adopting a coordinated approach
to benefit from institutions
equipped with information and
outreach networks to connect with
farmers and other stakeholders.

With comprehensive planning
and a coordinated push, the GCP
can become a potent instrument
for enabling farmers to adopt tran-
sition pathways towards climate-
smart agriculture, besides improv-
ing overall farm incomes by
bringing economies of scale and
resource-use efficiency. 

Reddy is Head, Design and
Analysis, ICAR-Central Research
Institute for Dryland Agriculture,

Hyderabad; Lingareddy is 
Consultant Economist, Sustainable
Finance, Agriculture and Markets.

Views are personal

CLIMATE CHANGE
INF     CUS AGRICULTURE

With comprehensive
planning and a
coordinated push,
the Green Credit
Programme can
become a potent
instrument for
enabling farmers 
to adopt transition
pathways towards
climate-smart
agriculture, besides
improving overall
farm incomes by
bringing economies
of scale and
resource-use
efficiency. The
involvement of local
farmers and other
stakeholders while
planning and
developing the
framework for the
GCP is essential 
for its successful
implementation.

Send your feedback to letters@tribunemail.com

Need to scale up climate-smart farming
Climate-smart agriculture (CSA)
is an approach that helps to
guide actions needed to 
transform and reorient agri 
systems to effectively support
development and ensure food
security in a changing climate

75% 
of world’s food-insecure people
rely on agriculture & natural
resources for their livelihood 

SUSTAINABLY INCREASE AGRI 
PRODUCTIVITY AND INCOMES 

Enhancing
financing
options

SUPPORT/ INFORMSupporting
enabling policy

frameworks

Expanding the evidence base

REDUCE AND/OR REMOVE 
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

ADAPT & BUILD
RESILIENCE TO
CLIMATE CHANGE

Following drought, agriculture
absorbs up to 

84%
of the economic impact in
developing countries

Climate financing & agriculture
investments are critical to 
a global transformation to 

SUSTAINABLE

AGRICULTURAL 

PRACTICES 

TRANSFORMING AND REORIENTING AGRICULTURAL SYSTEMS

ACTIONS TO ACHIEVE CSA
CSA is not a set of practices that can be universally applied, but rather an
approach that involves different elements embedded on-farm and beyond 
the farm and incorporates technologies, policies, institutions and investment. 

Strengthening
national and

local institutions

CSA on the ground: 
implementing 
practices at field level

SOURCE: FAO 

INFORM/EXPAND 
MONITORING & EVALUATION

CSA in 3
PILLARS

GLOBE TROT

Taliban stop women from visiting national park
ISLAMABAD: The Taliban will use security forces to stop women
from visiting one of Afghanistan’s most popular national
parks, according to a spokesman for the Vice and Virtue Min-
istry. The ministry alleged women were not wearing hijab, or
Islamic headscarf, in a proper way when going to Band-e-Amir
in the central Bamiyan province. “Going sightseeing is not a
must for women,” the ministry had said a week ago. AGENCIES

600 firefighters struggle to control Greece blaze
ATHENS: More than 600 firefighters, including reinforcements
from several European countries and backed by a fleet of
water-dropping planes and helicopters, were battling three
major wildfires in Greece on Sunday, two of which have
been raging for days. A massive blaze in Evros and Alexan-
droupolis is believed to have caused 20 of the 21 wildfire-
related deaths in the past week in Greece. AGENCIES

Revellers during the Notting Hill Carnival in London, UK.

REUTERS

Canberra, August27
A United States Marine
Corps aircraft with 23
Marines aboard crashed on a
North Australian island,
killing at least three and
injuring 20 others, five criti-
cally, during a multinational
training exercise on Sunday.
Three were confirmed dead
on Melville Island and five
were flown in serious condi-
tion 80 km to the mainland
city of Darwin for treatment
after the Bell Boeing V-22
Osprey aircraft crashed
around 9.30 am, a statement
from the Marines said.

“Recovery efforts are ongo-
ing,” the statement said,
adding the cause of the crash
was under investigation. A
plane had been sent from Dar-
win to retrieve more survivors
from the remote location. No
further details on the fate of
the other 15 Marines on board
had been released hours later.

A US military official report-
ed to Australian air traffic con-

trollers a “significant fire in
the vicinity of the crash site,”
according to an audio record-
ing of the conversation. 

Northern Territory Police
Commissioner Michael Mur-
phy said no one on board had
escaped injury. One of the
injured was undergoing sur-
gery at the Royal Darwin
Hospital, Northern Territory
Chief Minister Natasha Fyles
said around six hours after
the crash.

Australian PM Anthony
Albanese said only Americans
were injured in the crash dur-
ing Exercise Predators Run,
which involves the militaries

of the US, Australia, Indone-
sia, the Philippines and East
Timor. “Australia will continue
to provide assistance to our
friends for as long as is
required,” Albanese said.

Around 150 US Marines are
currently based in Darwin and
up to 2,500 rotate through the
city every year. They’re part of
a realignment of forces in the
Asia-Pacific that’s broadly
meant to face an increasingly
assertive China. The 12-day
exercise is scheduled to end
September 7. 

The Osprey is a hybrid air-
craft that takes off and lands
like a helicopter, but during

flight can rotate its propellers
forward and cruise much faster
like an airplane. Versions of the
aircraft are flown by the US
Marine Corps, Navy and Air
Force. Before Sunday, there
had been five fatal crashes of
Marine Ospreys since 2012,
causing a total of 16 deaths.

Melville is part of the Tiwi
Islands, which along with Dar-
win are the focus of the exer-
cise that involves 2,500 troops.
It’s Indigenous-owned land
and is mostly covered by trop-
ical woodland. Its population
is around 1,000 mostly Indige-
nous people. Darwin is a large
city by the standards of Aus-
tralia’s sparsely populated
tropical north with a popula-
tion of 1,50,000. 

The US military was also
taking part in a multinational
military exercise in July
when four Australia person-
nel were killed in an army
MRH-90 Taipan helicopter
crash off the northeast Aus-
tralian coast. — Agencies

3 US Marines killed, 20 hurt
in aircraft crash at Oz drill

Des Moines (Iowa), August 27
A stronger relationship with
India would help the US
declare its “independence”
from China, Indian-American
Republican presidential can-
didate Vivek Ramaswamy has
said. “The US is economically
dependent on China today, but
with a stronger relationship
with India, it becomes easier to
declare independence from
that Chinese relationship,”
Ramaswamy said. He also
sought a military relationship
with India in the Andaman
Sea. At 38, Ramaswamy is the
youngest Republican presi-
dential candidate ever. He is
currently on a two-day swing
to the crucial State of Iowa.
On January 15, Iowa would
kick off the 2024 Republican
presidential primary season.
A second-generation Indian-
American, Ramaswamy
founded Roivant Sciences in
2014 and led the largest
biotech IPOs of 2015 and
2016, eventually culminating
in successful clinical trials in
multiple disease areas that
led to FDA-approved prod-
ucts, according to his bio. 

“The US should also have a
stronger strategic relation-
ship with India, including
even a military relationship

in the Andaman Sea. Know-
ing that India, if necessary,
could block the Malacca
Strait where actually China
gets most of its Middle East-
ern oil supplies. So, these are
areas for real improvement in
the US-India relationship. I
think that would be good for
the US and that’s exactly
why I would lead according-
ly,” Ramaswamy, a multimil-
lionaire biotech entrepre-
neur-turned-politician, said
in response to a question. 

Ramaswamy, if tapped as
vice-president and later elect-
ed, would be the second
youngest ever to serve in the
role, behind John Breckin-
ridge who served as Presi-
dent James Buchanan’s sec-
ond in command when he
was just 36. Breckinridge
served as President from
1857 to 1861. — PTI

‘Robust India ties can help
US decouple with China’

Republican presidential candidate Vivek Ramaswamy
interacts with Indian-Americans in Urbandale, Iowa. PTI

WANTS PRESENCE 
IN ANDAMAN SEA
The US should also

have a stronger strategic
relationship with India,
including even a military
relationship in the Andaman
Sea.Vivek Ramaswamy, 
REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE

❝

■ As many as 20 Marines have
been injured in the crash
involving an Osprey aircraft.
Five of them are critical. 

■ The US, Australia, Indonesia,
the Philippines and East Timor
are taking part in the training
exercise in Melville Island.

FIVE OF THEM CRITICAL
■ Before Sunday’s crash, there

have been five incidents involv-
ing Marine Ospreys since
2012, causing 16 deaths.  

■ The previous mishap was in
June 2022 when 5 Marines
died in a crash in a remote part
of California east of San Diego.

6 MISHAPS IN 11 YEARS

London, August27
British PM Rishi Sunak
could face some transparen-
cy questions related to wife
Akshata Murty’s Infosys
shares, worth an estimated
500 million pounds, in a pro-
posed free trade agreement
(FTA) with India, according
to a media report.

The Observer claims the
Opposition Labour Party and
trade experts are questioning
the full financial impact as
Infosys, the Bengaluru-head-
quartered software service
major co-founded by Aksha-
ta’s father Narayana Murthy,
stands to benefit from any

such trade deal. India and the
UK have been negotiating an
FTA, now in its 12th round of
negotiations, as Sunak pre-
pares for his first visit to India
as British Prime Minister for
the G20 Leaders’ Summit
next month.

“As the PM recently learned,
it’s important he declares any
interests properly. I expect
him to do so in respect of the
India trade deal too,” said Dar-
ren Jones, Labour MP and
chair of the cross-party House
of Commons Business and
Trade Select Committee –
which has been scrutinising
the FTA talks. — PTI

Sunak may face questions
over wife’s Infosys shares

Islamabad, August27
Jailed former PM Imran Khan
admitted misplacing a confi-
dential diplomatic cable as he
was interrogated by Pakistan’s
top investigative agency at the
Attock jail in a case filed under
the Official Secrets Act for
wrongful use of the classified
document, according to media
reports on Sunday.

Khan, 70, is currently serv-
ing a three-year jail term after
he was sentenced by a court in
a corruption case earlier this
month. The counter-terrorism
wing (CTW) of the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) on
Saturday visited the former

PM in the jail, media reports
said. FIA sources said a six-
member joint investigation
team, led by FIA Deputy
Director Ayaz Khan, interro-
gated him for over an hour.

Khan had waved a docu-
ment at a rally days before his
ouster as the PM in April 2022,

saying it was proof of foreign
conspiracy. During question-
ing, Imran denied that the
paper he waved before a gath-
ering last year, days before the
ouster of his government, as
proof of the conspiracy was the
diplomatic cable. “The paper I
gestured in the public were
cabinet meeting minutes and
not cypher,” he said. 

The investigation agency
had booked Khan and PTI
vice chairman and ex-minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi, after
ascertaining their deliberate
involvement in misusing the
cypher and its misplacement
following a probe. — PTI

Imran interrogated, admits to losing
confidential diplomatic documents

ACCUSED AMERICANS
OF TOPPLING GOVT

Days before his
ouster as the PM in

April 2022, Imran had
waved a document at

a rally, claiming it
was proof of foreign
(US) conspiracy.

Kyiv, August 27
Ukrainian authorities have
launched an investigation
after a midair collision
between two warplanes in the
west of the country killed
three pilots. Ukraine's air force
spokesman Yuri Ihnat said it
wasn't immediately clear how
long the probe would take. 

Russian forces, in the mean-
time, targeted central and
northern regions of Ukraine
with cruise missiles overnight.
Ukraine's air force on Sunday
reported air defences success-
fully intercepted four of them.

The falling debris left two
persons injured. — Agencies

Kyiv probes
collision of
warplanes
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HARYANA BUILDING AND OTHER 
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS WELFARE BOARD

Bays No. 29-30 (Pocket-II) 
Sector-4, Panchkula - 134 112

Landline : 0172-2575300 Email :hbocwwb@gmail.com

Sealed Quotations are invited from the eligible
firms/NGOs to provide vehicle-based operations
and services of mobile play school for the children
of construction workers under HBOCWWB Board.

Interested parties may submit their quotations and
all requisite documents mentioned in RFQ
document available on www.hrylabour.gov.in
under tender section the application completed in all
respect in sealed envelope to Haryana Building and
Other Construction Workers Welfare Board Office
on or before 05:00 PM on 10th September 2023.

Sd/- Secretary 
HBOCWWB

RFQ TO Provide vehicle-based operations and
services of mobile play school for the children of
construction workers under HBOCWWB Board

PRDH/1072/11/12/2024/20571/31/4

New York, August 27 
Carlos Alcaraz and Novak
Djokovic will bring a Broad-
way buzz to the US Open as
tennis’s hottest rivalry takes
centre-stage at the season’s
final Grand Slam.

There is no guarantee the
world’s two top-ranked play-
ers will square off at Flushing
Meadows but it is without
doubt the matchup everyone
wants for the men’s final on
September 10.

Although they have met
just four times, the rivalry
has already reached a Roger
Federer and Rafa Nadal fren-
zy, pushing ticket prices
through the Arthur Ashe Sta-
dium’s retractable roof.

In tennis you pay your
money ($652 for a last row
upper bowl seat) and take
your chances. If the stars
align you get a Djokovic and
Alcaraz final or you could
find you have just paid
$25,000 to sit courtside to
watch Jannik Sinner and
Alex de Minaur play for the
title as they did in Toronto.

Federer and Nadal clashed
40 times, many of them
epic encounters including
Australian Open, French
Open and Wimbledon
finals, but it was a matchup
denied the US Open.

Not only did the two greats
never play for a US Open
title their head-to-head
meetings did not feature a
single match on the Flush-
ing Meadows hard courts.
The prospect of a third
Alcaraz-Djokovic final in
two months has excited the
tennis world and is more
than marketing hype. “It’s
remarkable what we’re
watching, and certainly him
(Djokovic) and Alcaraz are
the two guys coming in that
you figure the odds are pret-
ty good that one of those two
is going to win it,” assessed
seven-time Grand Slam

champion John McEnroe,
now a commentator.

As a sporting spectacle
Alcaraz and Djokovic match-
es have delivered on every
level and would be worthy of
the Big Apple spotlight.

The two currently own all
four Grand Slams with

Djokovic holding the Aus-
tralian and French Open
crowns and Alcaraz the Wim-
bledon and US Open titles.

Djokovic’s French Open
win over the rattled Spaniard
followed by an absorbing
three-set victory in the
Cincinnati Open final last

Sunday signalled the Serb is
going to have to be dragged
from his throne.

At the same time Alcaraz
has proven he is made of
sturdy stuff, the world No. 1
rebounding from his French
Open disappointment in
steely style to deny Djokovic

a men’s record-equalling
eighth Wimbledon crown.

“All of the matches we
played against each other
went the distance,” said
Djokovic, following his
Cincinnati win. “It just
keeps getting better for the
fans.” — Reuters

IGA SWIATEK 
WORLD NO. 1
Swiatek will be the
favourite to win a second
successive title in New
York, but the Pole is no
longer the indomitable
force she was in 2022 and
the top ranking she has
held for 73 consecutive
weeks is again hanging in
the balance. The 22-year-
old has won a tour-leading
four titles this year, includ-
ing the French Open, but
lost in the semifinals of US
Open tune-ups. Anything
less than a title win opens
the door for Aryna Sabalen-
ka to become No. 1.

ARYNA SABALENKA
WORLD NO. 2
The big-hitting 25-year-old
is 17-2 at Grand Slam
events this year having
reached the semifinals at
Roland Garros and Wim-
bledon. With her powerful
serve now more reliable,
she will be relishing a
return to her preferred sur-
face in New York, where
she has reached the semi-
finals in her last two
appearances.

ELENA RYBAKINA
WORLD NO. 4
Questions about Rybaki-
na’s fitness remain but she

is a proven performer on
hardcourts and has beaten
both Swiatek and Sabalen-
ka on the surface this sea-
son. Rybakina beat both
players during her title run
at Indian Wells and also
saw off Swiatek before
reaching the Australian
Open final. She finished
runner-up in Miami but
withdrew from the French
Open due to illness. The
24-year-old Russian-born
Kazakh reached the semifi-
nals in Montreal before
pulling out of the Cincin-
nati Open due to injury.

COCO GAUFF
WORLD NO. 6
Gauff has been thriving on
home soil and arrives in
New York eyeing a Grand
Slam breakthrough after
notching her first ever win
over Swiatek. The teenag-
er backed up her WTA 500
triumph in Washington by
beating Swiatek and
French Open finalist Karoli-
na Muchova in back-to-
back matches to claim her
third title of the season in
Cincinnati last week.
Since her first-round exit
at Wimbledon Gauff is 11-1
on hardcourts.

Video review system to help officials
The US Open will be the first Grand Slam to use a Video
Review (VR) system to assist chair umpires when calls are
challenged at this year’s tournament, with the system
already generating positive feedback at various ATP events.
The system will allow players to challenge a range of deci-
sions, such as those relating to double bounces and foul
shots, and will use various camera angles.

Former champ Andreescu pulls out with injury
Bianca Andreescu, the 2019 champion, pulled out because
of a back injury. Paula Badosa also withdrew because of
injury, meaning Venus Williams needs a new opponent for
her first-round match. AGENCIES

TOP CONTENDERS FOR WOMEN’S TITLE

SALALAH (OMAN)
India beat Thailand in Hockey
5s World Cup Qualifier  
India continued their unbeat-
en run in the women’s Asian
Hockey 5s World Cup qualifi-
er after registering a hard-
fought 5-4 win over Thailand
in their third match of the
tournament here today. For
India, skipper Navjot Kaur
(1st minute), Monika Dipi Top-
po (1st, 7th), Mahima Choud-
hary (20th) and Ajmina Kujur
(30th) were on target. India
had registered a 7-1 win over
Japan on Saturday night. 

GEORGE (SOUTH AFRICA)
India finish third in tent
pegging World Cup  
A five-member Indian team
achieved a historic first by fin-
ishing third in the tent pegging
World Cup. The team com-
prised Dinesh Karlekar, Mohit
Kumar, Amit Chetri,
Mohammed Abrar and
Goutam Kumar. India had fin-
ished sixth and seventh in the
last two editions.

TORONTO
Canadian skater Olympian
Alexandra dies in car crash
Former Olympics figure skater
Alexandra Paul has died at the
age of 31. Paul, who repre-
sented Canada at the Sochi
2014 Games and finished
18th in the ice dance competi-
tion, died in a car crash on
Tuesday. According to the
reports, Paul’s infant son was
taken to a hospital with non-
life-threatening injuries. 

KOLKATA
Durand Cup: Mohun Bagan
beat Mumbai to enter semis      
Reigning Indian Super League
champions Mohun Bagan
Super Giant came up with a fine
performance to outplay Mum-
bai City FC 3-1 in the fourth
quarterfinal of the Durand Cup
here today. For Mohun Bagan,
the goal-scorers were Jason
Cummings, Manvir Singh and
Anwar Ali, whereas Jorge
Pereyra Diaz scored for Mum-
bai. Mohun Bagan will face FC
Goa in the semifinals. 

CHANDIGARH
Punjab to award cash prize to
medal winners on Tuesday
The Punjab Government has
prepared a list of 1,807 medal
winners who have not been
awarded cash prizes since 2017
and decided to honour these
players on the National Sports
Day. The Chief Minister will felici-
tate these players with a total
prize money of Rs 5.94 crore at
the opening ceremony of the
2nd edition of the Khedan
Watan Punjab Day in Bathinda
on August 29. 

COLOMBO
World No. 1 Pakistan add
Shakeel to Asia Cup squad
Pakistan have added middle-
order batter Saud Shakeel to
their Asia Cup squad and will go
into the tournament as the top
ranked ODI team following their
3-0 series sweep against
Afghanistan. Left-handed bats-
man Shakeel’s inclusion comes
at the expense of Tayyab Tahir,
who was part of the original 17-
member squad, but will now
travel with the team as a
reserve player.

BUDAPEST
Uganda’s Kiplangat takes
marathon gold
Uganda’s Victor Kiplangat won
the men’s marathon at the
World Athletics Champi-
onships, while Maru Teferi of
Israel finished with silver
despite taking a tumble.

WROCLAW (POLAND)
Usyk knocks out Dubois to
retain heavyweight titles
Ukraine’s Oleksandr Usyk
knocked out British challenger
Daniel Dubois in the ninth of 12
rounds on Saturday to retain his
WBA, IBF and WBO heavyweight
boxing world titles in a fight
overshadowed by a low blow
controversy. The key moment
came in Round 5 when the
Ukrainian went down gasping
for breath after being hit on the
band of his shorts. Dubois
denied it was a low blow and
said he had “been cheated out
of victory”. AGENCIES

BRIEFLY

US OPEN
SONY SPORTS 8:30PM

TODAY ON TV

StAndrews (Scotland), aug 27
Gaganjeet Bhullar charged
up the leaderboard to tied-
third after shooting an elec-
tric 7-under 65 in the third
round of the St. Andrews
Bay Championship.

Bhullar is now 15-under,
tied with Mito Pereira from
Chile (67) and South African
Jaco Ahlers (68). Turk Pettit
(62) leads the field at 17-
under, while Matt Jones (66)
is second at 16-under. Bhullar
had four birdies on the front-
nine and four more in a row
from the 12th to the 15th but
dropped a bogey on the 16th.

Two other Indians are in
the top-10. Ajeetesh Sand-
hu (64) moved to 14-under
and is tied-sixth, while
Anirban Lahiri, co-leader
after the first round, shot a
67 and is tied-10th.

Among the other Indians,
SSP Chawrasia (68) is T-27,
Veer Ahlawat (72) is T-36,
Viraj Madappa (71) is T-43,
Rahil Gangjee (72) is T-49 and
Rashid Khan (75) is T-65.

Bhullar, who last won a title
in Indonesia a year ago, has
had a low-key season so far.
“It was smooth sailing. I actu-
ally got off to a really good
start. I was just thinking

about my whole round, I
think I ended up hitting 16
greens in regulation. The
first 15 were all greens in reg-
ulation, missed only one fair-
way today,” Bhullar said.

“You know, it was the way
I drove the ball, the way I
putted, I was quite proud of
myself. Actually, the last
few months I’ve been try-
ing to work on my game.
I’ve been trying to figure
out the loose ends and I
guess it was one of those
rounds when everything

came together,” he added.
Sandhu started the day

at T-21 but went on a ram-
page with four birdies in
the first four holes and
added two more on the
sixth and seventh.

A dropped shot on the
eighth saw him turn in 5-
under. On the back-nine,
Sandhu, who is just coming
back after an injury layoff,
had four birdies against one
bogey. His last five holes had
three birdies and he returned
a card of 8-under. — PTI

JANNIK SINNER
World No. 6 Sinner reached the semifinals
at Wimbledon this year to record his best
Grand Slam finish, before going on to claim
the biggest trophy of his career by winning
the Canadian Open title — his first Masters
1000 victory. Last year, Sinner was eliminat-
ed from the US Open following a marathon
five-set defeat by Alcaraz, but the Italian
emerged victorious in their last meeting to
level their head-to-head record at 3-3 —
which will give him confidence with the two
on course to meet in the quarterfinals.

DANIIL MEDVEDEV
World No. 3 Medvedev, who won the US
Open in 2021, has had a less than ideal
build-up to the tournament, having lost to
Alex de Minaur in straight sets in the Cana-

dian Open quarterfinals, before being beat-
en by Alexander Zverev in Cincinnati. The
Russian has reached five finals on hard
courts this year, winning in Rotterdam,
Doha, Dubai and Miami and finishing run-
ner-up at Indian Wells.

CASPER RUUD
World No. 5 Ruud will be hoping to go a
step further after falling to Alcaraz in last
year’s final, but little has gone right for the
Norwegian in the past few weeks. The 24-
year-old was knocked out in the second
round of both Wimbledon and the Canadi-
an Open, before losing his opening match
at the Cincinnati Masters. However, Ruud
has shown this year that he can rise to the
occasion at Grand Slams, reaching the
final of the French Open despite having a
poor start to the season.

CHALLENGERS FOR MEN’S CROWN

Bhullar charges up leaderboard, lies 3rd

53Victories against
just 6 losses for
Alcaraz this year.

He has lost just once in
Grand Slams, winning 12
matches. The defending
champion, however, has
struggled on hardcourts
this year, winning 16 and
losing 3 matches

4Djokovic and Alcaraz
currently own all
four Grand Slams,

with the Serbian holding
the Australian and French
Open crowns and the
Spaniard the Wimbledon
and US Open titles

Novak Djokovic serves during a practice session in New York. REUTERS

Another bite at Big Apple
Back after missing last edition, Djokovic biggest hurdle in Alcaraz’s quest to retain title

New Delhi, August 27 
A battle with injuries and
health issues made HS Pran-
noy realise that understand-
ing his body and crafting a
tailor-made training pro-
gramme for specific oppo-
nents are non-negotiable to
keep alive his dreams of win-
ning medals for India.  

The 31-year-old from
Kerala signed off with a
World Championships
bronze in Copenhagen,
becoming only the fifth
Indian to win a men’s sin-
gles medal at the event.

The result was the culmi-
nation of a good season dur-
ing which he bagged the
Malaysian Masters title and
finished runner-up at the
Australian Open, besides
managing a semifinal and
three quarterfinal finishes.

“It is a mix of a lot of work
that has reflected in good
improvement in the game,”
Prannoy said. “On court,
there has been a change
with Pullela Gopichand and
RMV Gurusaidutt making
plans for specific players,

whom I might play. So, it has
been tailor-made in that
manner. Off the court, I have
been training for the last
three years with Rohan
George Mathew, my
strength and conditioning
coach,” he added. 

“It is about understanding
the body. Over the years,
training keeps changing.

There is no perfect standard
in training. It is about
exploring different things
and keeping what works.
Intensity is always there but
as you get older you need to
know how much load you
can bear and that you are
not hitting the injury line,
and back off when needed,”
he added. — PTI

An becomes S Korea’s first world champion
COPENHAGEN: World No. 1 An Se-young became the first
woman from South Korea to win singles gold at the
BWF World Championships when she beat former
champion Carolina Marin 21-12 21-10 in the final. An,
the 21-year-old top seed, rounded off a perfect tourna-
ment by beating two Olympic champions en route to
the title. She had knocked out Tokyo gold medallist
Chen Yu Fei in straight games in the semi-finals on
Saturday. "I'm so happy to win the match today. I
enjoyed playing," An said after receiving her gold
medal. Spain's Marin, the 2016 Olympic champion
who is on the comeback trail after an anterior cruciate
ligament (ACL) injury, was looking to win her fourth
world title but she was no match for An, who wrapped
up the contest in 42 minutes. The men's final was a
much closer affair where Thailand's Kunlavut Vitidsarn
came from behind to prevail 19-21 21-18 21-7 against
Japan's Kodai Naraoka. The pair were neck and neck
after two lengthy games which lasted 81 minutes, but
Vitidsarn stormed ahead in a dominant final game to
secure victory and become the first Thai player to win
a men's singles gold. REUTERS

Focus on nutrition, tailor-made
training key to Prannoy’s success 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Gandas slips to T-67 
PRAGUE: Manu Gandas
slipped to T-67 in the
Czech Masters here. The
Indian had two birdies
against four bogeys on the
penultimate day. Gandas
had six birdies on the first
day and four more on the
second, but he has given
away a lot of shots with
small mistakes. Sami Vali-
maki and Matt Wallace
shared a one-stroke lead.

Hovland takes lead
ATLANTA: Viktor Hovland is
18 holes away from an $18
million check and the
FedEx Cup trophy. The Nor-
wegian owns a six-stroke
lead over Xander Schauf-
fele after the third round of
the Tour Championship. 

Khang’s 3-shot lead
VANCOUVER: Megan Khang
birdied four of the last five
holes for a 4-under 68 and
a three-stroke lead Satur-
day in the CPKC Women's
Open. Seeking her first
LPGA Tour victory, Khang
rebounded from bogeys on
Nos. 10 and 12 with
birdies on Nos. 14-16 and
18 — holing a 15-footer on
the last. AGENCIES

Gaganjeet Bhullar shot a 7-under 65 in the third round. FILE

SHEFFIELD, August27 
Manchester City moved to
the top of the Premier
League table with a 2-1 win at
Sheffield United after Rodri
scored an 88th-minute win-
ner to secure their third victo-
ry of the season.

With the scores level at 1-1
and the clock winding down,
the ball came to Phil Foden in
the United box and although
the English midfielder had
no control over it, Rodri
stepped in to power a half-
volley into the top corner.

City manager Pep Guardio-
la was not on the touchline at
Bramall Lane having under-

gone back surgery. But with
assistant manager Juanma
Lillo deputising for Guardio-
la, they got the job done.

City are the only team to
have a perfect start to the sea-
son as they moved on to nine
points, two ahead of West
Ham United, Tottenham Hot-
spur and Arsenal.

Erling Haaland missed a
first-half penalty given for
handball as his spot-kick hit
the post. But the Norwegian
made amends just after the
hour-mark when he opened
the scoring with a close-
range header from a cross
by Jack Grealish.

Messi scores on MLS debut
Miami: Lionel Messi entered
as a substitute in the 60th
minute and scored his first
MLS goal in spectacular fash-
ion in the 89th to seal Inter
Miami’s 2-0 win over the host
New York Red Bulls.

Mbappe feels at home
Paris: PSG returned to win-
ning ways and Kylian
Mbappe returned to the Parc
des Princes with a bang. Play-
ing for the first time this sea-
son at PSG’s home stadium
following his contract stand-
off with the club, Mbappe
scored twice. — Agencies

On a roll, City climb to top

Erling Haaland scores Manchester City’s first goal. REUTERS
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London, August27
A UK Opposition Labour Party
member of Parliament and
shadow minister for women
and equalities has called for a
statutory inquiry into medical
research dating back to the
1960s that led to Indian-origin
women being given chapatis
containing radioactive isotopes
to combat iron deficiency.

Taiwo Owatemi, who is the
MP for Coventry in the West
Midlands region of England,
said in a post on X – formerly
Twitter – recently that she is

“deeply concerned” for the
women and families impacted
by the study.

Around 21 Indian-origin
women identified through a
general practitioner (GP) in the
city were given the bread con-
taining Iron-59, an iron isotope,
as part of a research trial in
1969 into iron deficiency in the
city’s South Asian population.

“My foremost concern is for
the women and the families of
those who were experimented
on in this study,” said Owatemi.

“I will be calling for a debate

on this as soon as possible
after Parliament returns in
September followed by a full

Statutory Inquiry into how
this was allowed to happen,
and why the recommendation

of the MRC [Medical Research
Council] report to identify the
women was never followed up
so that they can share their sto-
ries, receive any support need-
ed, and so that lessons are
learnt,” she said.

An MRC spokesperson said
an independent inquiry, com-
missioned following a docu-
mentary on Channel 4 in 1995,
had examined questions raised.

According to a BBC report, it
emerged at the time that about
21 women were involved in
the experiment after seeking

medical help from a city GP
for minor ailments. The study
was carried out due to con-
cerns of widespread anaemia
among South Asian women
and researchers suspected tra-
ditional South Asian diets
were to blame. Chapatis con-
taining Iron-59, an iron isotope
with a gamma-beta emitter,
were delivered to participants’
homes. They would later be
invited to a research facility in
Oxfordshire to have their radi-
ation levels assessed.

It was reported that the MRC

said the study proved that
“Asian women should take
extra iron because the iron in
the flour was insoluble”. The
MRC said in a statement it
remained committed to the
highest standards, including
“commitment to engagement,
openness and transparency”.

“The issues were considered
following the broadcast of the
documentary in 1995 and an
independent inquiry was
established at that time to
examine the questions raised,”
the statement said. — PTI

Indian-origin women given radioactivechapatis in1969med trial
Labour MP says ‘deeply concerned’, calls for inquiry into iron deficiency study conducted in Coventry city of UK

Tribune News Service

NewDelhi, August27
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday described the
Chandrayaan-3, the third Indi-
an lunar exploration mission,
as a living example of women-
led development and hailed
the collective efforts of varied
sectors in bringing the historic
efforts to fruition.

Addressing the 104th episode
of Mann ki Baat, his monthly
radio broadcast, the Prime
Minister also called India’s
ongoing G20 presidency the
“people’s presidency” and said
several citizen records had
been set during the period,
even as “India made G-20 a
more inclusive forum.”

The PM especially men-
tioned the African Union join-
ing the G-20 on India’s invita-
tion and the voice of the people
of Africa reaching an impor-

tant global platform.
Commencing his address

with salutations for ISRO sci-
entists for the historic Chan-
drayaan-3 landing on the
lunar south pole, the Prime
Minister said: “India’s Mis-
sion Chandrayaan is a live
example of woman power.
Many women scientists and
engineers have been directly
involved in this entire mission.
They have handled many
important responsibilities like
project director, project man-
ager of different systems. The
daughters of India are now

challenging even the Space
which is considered infinite.
When the daughters of a coun-
try become so ambitious, who
can stop that country from
becoming developed!”

Seeking people’s support to
make the G20 summit a grand
success, the PM said G20 had
become a medium whereby
the world is waking up to the
immense potential of India.

Noting that the government
had taken G20 events to 60
cities rather than confining
these to the national capital,
the PM added, “Wherever the

G-20 delegates went, people
warmly welcomed them.
These delegates were very
impressed, seeing the diversi-
ty of our country and our
vibrant democracy. They also
realised that there are so many
possibilities in India.”

In another important seg-
ment during his broadcast, the
PM engaged four sportsper-
sons who recently won laurels
for the country in the World
University Games held in Chi-
na, where India won a historic
26 medals, more than the com-
bined tally won since the
Games started in 1959.

The PM spoke to archer Pra-
gati from UP, athlete Amlan
from Assam, race walker
Priyanka from UP and archer
Abhidanya from Maharashtra.
The sportspersons spoke of
their personal travails and
challenges which they over-
came to bring home medals.

Chandrayaan-3 living example
of women power, says PM Modi
MANN KI BAAT Calls India’s G20 presidency ‘people’s presidency’ 

Houses set on fire by unidentified miscreants in New Lambulane locality of Imphal on Sunday. PTI

Imphal, August27 
Unidentified men torched
three abandoned houses at
New Lambulane locality in
Manipur’s capital Imphal on
Sunday afternoon. Firemen
rushed to the spot and put off
the blaze, officials said. 
Soon after the incident, people
gathered in the area and
demanded state and central
forces deployed in the locality
to allow them to enter the area,

officials said, adding that the
security forces later fired a few
rounds of tear gas shells to dis-
perse the crowd.

In another development,
unidentified men snatched
three weapons from the secu-
rity personnel guarding the

residence of former health and
family welfare director K Rajo
around 2 am on Sunday, police
said.  The incident took place
at Sagolband Bijoy Govinda
under Imphal PS in Imphal
West district, police said,
adding the snatched weapons
included two AK series rifles
and a carbine. Investigation is
on to determine the circum-
stances leading to the inci-
dent, officials said. — PTI

3 houses set ablaze in Imphal
Weapons from security

personnel snatched

NewDelhi, August27
An Indian military contingent
will participate in an exercise
involving 34 nations being con-
ducted in Egypt. An Indian Air
Force (IAF) contingent depart-
ed today. Called the ‘Bright
Star-23’, this is a biennial exer-
cise being held in Cairo.

This is for the first time that
the IAF is taking part in the
exercise which will also see par-

ticipation of contingents from
the United States, Saudi Ara-
bia, Greece and Qatar. The IAF
contingent will consist of five
MiG-29 jets, two IL-78 planes
that can refuel the jets mid-air,
two C-130s and two C-17 air-
craft. Personnel from the IAF’s
Garud Special Forces will par-
ticipate in the exercise. The
IAF transport aircraft will also
airlift approximately 150 per-

sonnel from the Indian Army.
Egypt’s armed forces

announced that some 8,000
troops from 34 countries were
expected to participate in the
two-week exercise. The aim is
to enhance military coopera-
tion and combat common
threats and risks, according to
an Army statement.

The IAF today said the objec-
tive of the exercise was to prac-

tice planning and execution of
joint operations. Besides lead-
ing to the formation of bonding
across borders, such interac-
tions also provide a means to
further strategic relations
between participating nations. 

India and Egypt have an
exceptional relationship
wherein the two jointly under-
took development of aero-
engine in the 1960s. — TNS

India to take part in 34-nation military exercise in Egypt 

CONTROVERSIAL EXPERIMENT
Around 21 Indian-origin women in Coventry were given bread
containing Iron-59, an iron isotope, as part of a research trial in
1969 into iron deficiency in the city’s South Asian population

WHY WERE THEY NEVER IDENTIFIED?
How was this allowed to happen? Why were the

recommendation of the MRC report to identify the
women never followed up so that they could share their
stories, receive any support needed? Taiwo Owatemi, COVENTRY MP

❝

INDIA’S DAUGHTERS AMBITIOUS  
Many women scientists and engineers have

been directly involved in this entire mission…
when the daughters of a country become
so ambitious, who can stop that country
from becoming developed! Narendra Modi, PM

❝

The IAF contingent that departed for Egypt. This is for the first time that the IAF is taking part in the exercise. PHOTO: DEFENCE MINISTRY

Aditi Tandon
Tribune News Service

NewDelhi, August27
When Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi made his strongest
ever public pitch for the Uni-
form Civil Code from Bhopal
on June 27, a sense of urgency
was palpable.

This urgency got reiterated
on June 30 when former SC
judge Ranjana Prakash Desai,
the chairperson of the expert
committee set up by Uttarak-
hand to examine the matter,
announced that the exercise
was near complete and the
UCC report would be submit-
ted “very soon”. A day later,
Uttarakhand CM Pushkar
Singh Dhami announced that
the state would act on the draft
UCC as soon as it receives the
committee report.

Two months after Dhami’s

remarks and Ranjana
Desai’s statement, there is
no sign of the report. Public
remarks on the issue by top
BJP leaders have also since
toned down, begging the
question as to whether the
government was recalibrat-
ing its strategy. Top sources
said while the UCC was “very
much on the table, consulta-
tions with stakeholders were

key to implementation”.
“Farm laws were discussed

for three years and still we all
know what happened,” a
source said, indicating a cau-
tious approach on the govern-
ment’s part so far as the UCC
agenda goes. Sources pointed
to the government’s consulta-
tion-based approach on major
issues saying “even the three
new criminal law draft Bills

seeking to replace IPC, CrPC
and Evidence Act have been
sent to the parliamentary com-
mittee for wider debate.”

BJP sources said the UCC
required wider consensus
which was sought to be
achieved through the Law
Commission examining the
issue at the national level.
The commission’s deadline
to receive responses ended
on July 28 and one crore
responses had come by then.
The commission is now in
the process of holding stake-
holder meetings on UCC
across the country, indicat-
ing that the process could
take time.  Meanwhile, the
BJP’s line that the best
option was to implement
UCC through state assem-
blies is intact on the eve of
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

Centre exercises caution on civil code
as agricultural laws’ memories linger

RSS’ FIRM STAND
RSS in 1995 adopted a resolu-
tion welcoming the then SC
order advocating the need for
UCC. “We stand by that resolu-
tion and feel the government
should build a consensus on
the issue and set a time table
for implementation,” it said.

BJP’S CORE ISSUE 
Uniform Civil Code is the only
agenda among the BJP’s core
commitments that is yet to be
fulfilled. The other two — 
building the Ram Temple at
Ayodhya and abrogation of
Article 370 in Jammu & Kash-
mir — have been achieved. 

Agenda on table but discussions key: Sources

Sandeep Dikshit
Tribune News Service

NewDelhi, August27
The government on Sunday
announced new export control
measures to check the domes-
tic prices and ensure domestic
food security in rice, especially
the non-basmati rice which is
being misclassified for exports.

The Commerce Ministry
has now asked Agricultural
and Processed Food Products
Export Development Author-
ity (APEDA) to register and
allot contracts for basmati
exports. The government has
decided not to allow basmati
export below $1,200 per tonne.
It has directed APEDA to
keep existing contracts below
$1,200 per tonne in abeyance
and get the export orders
evaluated by a committee
headed by its chairman.

The committee must find out
the variation in prices and use
of this route for export of non-
basmati white rice. The gov-
ernment’s suspicions have

arisen because of the large
variation in the contract price
of basmati being exported. The
contract price is as low as $359
per tonne in some cases as
against the average export
price of $1,214 during the cur-
rent month. The committee
has been asked to submit its
report within a month to
enable a decision on the low-
value basmati rice exports.

Despite restriction on certain
varieties, rice exports have been
high. Up to August 17, total rice
exports (except broken rice)
were 7.33 million tonne com-
pared to 6.37 million tonne dur-
ing the corresponding period of
previous year, registering an
increase of 15%. There has been
a spurt in the export of both par-
boiled and basmati rice; both
varieties did not have any
restriction on exports.

Govt: No basmati export
below $1,200/tonne

NEWDELHI, August27
After a Russian investigative
committee confirmed on
Sunday that the Wagner chief
Yevgeny Prigozhin has died
in a plane crash, speculation
mounted on his successor
with reports stating that a
leading commander of Wagn-
er Private Military Company,
Anton Elizarov, with call sign
“Lotus”, may replace
Prigozin as the chief.

Elizarov is said to have led
Wagner’s operations at
Soledar and Bakhmut and
has also served in Syria,
Libya, and the Central
African Republic. A former
airborne trooper from the
Russian Army, he is said to
have created Wagner’s com-
bat training programmes.

The Russian probe commit-
tee wrote on Telegram that
identities of all 10 persons
killed in the plane crash corre-
spond to the manifest of the
flight. “As part of the investiga-
tion into the plane crash in the

Tver Region, molecular genet-
ic examinations have been
completed. Based on their
results, the identities of all 10
victims have been established,
they correspond to the list stat-
ed in the flight manifest,” the
committee wrote on Telegram.
According to the name list
released by Russia’s Federal
Agency for Air Transport, Wag-
ner Group private military
company’s leader Prigozhin
was among the 10 victims.

While Russia denies any role
in his death, Belarusian Presi-
dent Alexander Lukashenko
said he had obtained secret
information about plans to kill
Prigozhin and this was for-
warded to the Kremlin. — TNS

Prigozhin confirmed dead;
Elizarov next Wagner chief?

Yevgeny Prigozhin

Goyal, UK minister review FTA talks

Dalit youth beaten to death
over old enmity in MP, 8 held
Bhopal: A Dalit community youth
was allegedly beaten to death by
a group of people over an old
enmity in Madhya Pradesh’s
Sagar district, the police on Sun-
day said, adding they have arrest-
ed eight accused so far. The
opposition Congress and as well
as the BSP hit out at the BJP gov-
ernment over the incident, which
took place on Thursday. PTI

Another NEET aspirant 
dies by suicide in Kota
Kota: A 16-year-old student, who
was preparing for NEET for
admission to undergraduate
medical courses, allegedly died
by suicide at his coaching insti-
tute in Rajasthan’s Kota on Sun-
day. This is the 23rd such case
this year. The police said
Avishkar, who hailed from
Maharashtra, took the step  five
minutes after after appearing
for a scheduled weekly test. PTI

Hathras gangrape: SC asks
UP to respond to kin’s plea
New Delhi: Citing inhuman treat-
ment and socio-economic depri-
vation, the family members of
the deceased victim in the
Hathras gangrape case has
moved the Supreme Court
seeking their relocation outside
the state. A Bench led by Chief
Justice of India DY Chandra-
chud on August 25 issued
notice to the Uttar Pradesh Gov-
ernment and posted the matter
for hearing on September 8. TNS

Shah to chair Western Zonal
Council meet in Gandhinagar
New Delhi: The 26th meeting of
the Western Zonal Council,
chaired by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, is scheduled to take
place in Gujarat’s Gandhinagar
on Monday where a host of
issues of mutual interests will be
discussed, officials said on Sun-
day. The council comprises of
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa and
the UTs of Daman and Diu and
Dadra and Nagar Haveli.” TNS

IN BRIEF

Death proposed for lynching under BNS
Satya Prakash
Tribune News Service

NewDelhi, August27
Five years after the Supreme
Court recommended to Parlia-
ment to make a special law cat-
egorising lynching as a sepa-
rate offence with severe
punishment, mob lynching
has been proposed to be made
punishable with the death
penalty under the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita Bill, 2023.

Introduced in the Lok Sabha
by Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on August 11, the Bill
seeks to repeal and replace the
Indian Penal Code. It has been

referred to the department-
related Standing Committee
on Home Affairs for wider
scrutiny and suggestions.

Clause 101 of the Bill pre-
scribes the death penalty as the
maximum punishment for
murder. Clause 101(2) of the
Bill says, “When a group of five
or more persons, acting in con-
cert, commits murder on the

grounds of race, caste or com-
munity, sex, place of birth, lan-
guage, personal belief or any
other grounds, each member of
such group shall be punished
with death or with imprison-
ment for life or imprisonment
for a term which shall not be
less than seven years, and shall
also be liable to fine.”

It means when a murder is

committed by a group of five or
more persons and it is done on
the grounds of race, caste or
community, sex, place of birth,
language, personal belief or
any other grounds, each indi-
vidual in that group will face
the death penalty or life impris-
onment or a prison term of sev-
en years or more.

The SC on July 17, 2018,
asked Parliament to consider
enacting a new law to effec-
tively deal with incidents of
mob lynching, saying “hor-
rendous acts of mobocracy”
could not be allowed to
become a new norm. 

BILL REFERRED TO STANDING COMMITTEE
■ Introduced in the LS by Home Minister Amit Shah on August 11,

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita Bill seeks to repeal & replace the IPC
■ It has been referred to the Standing Committee on Home Affairs

for wider scrutiny and suggestions

NewDelhi, August27
Following the G20 Trade and
Investment Ministers’ Meeting,
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal and the UK’s Secretary
of State for Trade Kemi Bade-

noch met in Delhi on Saturday
to review the India-UK Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) talks.

They “expressed commit-
ment to reaching a conclusion
on a balanced deal”. — TNS

Decision taken to keep
grain prices in check


