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' Google Play

From students to job seekers,
Indian app startups are
innovating for everyone.

Appscale Academy celebrates another batch of
appreneurs who powered their growth story.

“PrepAud's personalised experience
helps aspirants prepare for government
jobs. The program helped us increase
our daily active users by 150%.”

Class of 2023: Vishwakant Bhardwaj
‘,L Founder & CEO, PrepAud

————

: “ZenOnco provides 24x7 support to cancer
;o patients. The program helped our user
retention increase by 3x.”
Class of 2023: Dimple Parmar
Founder & CEO, ZenOnco

“WUS Ap focuses on enabling blue
collar jobs. Google Play helped us
increase our app revenue by 600%.”

h , Class of 2023: Prasoon Sharma
i

.
-
-
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Founder & CEO, WUS Ap

Google and the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY)
Startup Hub have helped another 100 early to mid stage app startups expand
their user base, raise funding and scale their businesses.

> Appscale »
7z W Academy 2023
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Scan here to learn more
about the Class of 2023
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MeitY
Startup Hub
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PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that |
Ravendra Kumar S/o Late Shri. T.R.
Saini R/o 10/601 Amarapali Grand,
Greater Noida-201310 have disowned
our son Vikramaditya Saini and his wife
Sapana Gupta with their two minor sons
from our movable and immovable
property. We are not responsible for
their actions. In future for their social
economic and unlawful activities they
themselves will be fully responsible.

NOTICE: INVITING TENDER

Station ASC Gas Agency, 226
Coy ASC (Sup) Type 'G' invites
bids for temporary hiring of
multi-tasking persons for various
work at Station ASC Gas Agency
for the period 01 Oct 2023 to
30 Sep 2024. Tender forms are
available at Station ASC Gas
Agency, Delhi Cantt-10, from
30 Aug 2023 to 05 Sep 2023
from 1000hrs to 1700hrs for
@Rs 1000/- (non-refundable).
The tender bids will be opened
at 1200hrs on 06 Sep 2023.

Contact No
7505922686, 7895708903

CiTY UNION BANK LIMITED

Credit Recovery and Management Department
Administrative Office : No. 24-B, Gandhi Nagar,
Kumbakonam - 612 001. E-Mail id : crmd@cityunionbank.in,
Ph : 0435-2432322, Fax : 0435-2431746

TRUST AND EXCELLENCE
SINCE 1904

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice No. 06-TMC-BCM-
08-2023-24 Dated 25.08.2023

HIMACHAL PRADESH JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG \

POSSESSION NOTICE (immovable Property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of City Union Bank Ltd., having its
Administrative Office at No.24-B, Gandhi Nagar, Kumbakonam - 612001 and one of the
Branch Offices at C-9/115, Sector 8, Rohini, New Delhi, Delhi, New Delhi-Rohini Branch
under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
InterestAct, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 13(2) & (12) read with
Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice Dated
07-06-2023 calling upon the borrowers No.1) M/s. Balaji Enterprises, 22/19/4, Samaypur,
Gali No.8, Delhi - 110042. No.2) Mr. Pardeep Kumar Jain, S/o. Raj Kumar Jain, No.140/28,
Gali, Garhi, Ghasita, Gopal Nagar, Bhrampanat, Near Shiva Hospital and School, Sonipat,
Haryana-131001. No.3) Mrs. Shikha Jain, S/o. Ram Chander Jain, No.140/28, Gali, Garhi,
Ghasita, Gopal Nagar, Bhrampanat, Near Shiva Hospital and School, Sonipat, Haryana -
131001. No.4) Mr. Raj Kumar Jain, S/o. Ram Chander Jain, No.140/28, Gali, Garhi,
Ghasita, Gopal Nagar, Bhrampanat, Near Shiva Hospital and School, Sonipat, Haryana -
131001 to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice being Rs.31,02,837/- (Rupees Thirty
One Lakh Two Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty Seven only) within 60 days from the
date of the said Notice with subsequentinterest thereon from 30-05-2023 with monthly rests.
The borrowers above named having failed to repay the amount despite the receipt of
the above referred statutory notice, NOTICE is hereby given to the borrowers above named
and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the Properties
described herein below in exercise of the powers conferred on him under Section
13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on this 24th day of August 2023.

The borrowers above named in particular and the public in general are hereby
cautioned not to deal with the properties and any dealings with the properties will be
subject to the charge of City Union Bank Ltd. for an amount of Rs. 32,11,236/- (Rupees
Thirty Two Lakh Eleven Thousand Two Hundred and Thirty Six only) and interest thereon
from 24-08-2023 till the repayment of entire dues.

The borrowers' attention is invited to provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section 13
ofthe Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Immovable Property Mortgaged to our Bank
Property - 1 : (Property Owned by Mr. Pardeep Kumar Jain, S/o.
Raj Kumar Jain & Mr. Raj Kumar Jain, S/o. Ram Chander Jain)

All that piece of land or Ground and being one Residential Free hold entire property bearing
House No.140/28, Mustil/Killa No.156(2-10), 158(10-1), Area Measuring 150 sq. Yards
(approx.) Colony known as Garhi Bhrampanat, Garhi Ghaseeta, Sonipat, Haryana and
bounded as under as per (Sale Deed Dated 22-10-2012) Situated in the Revenue Estate of
Village, Garhi Bhrampanat, Gali, Garhi, Ghaseeta, Gopal Nagar, Sonipat, Haryana - 131001,
Area Municipal Committee Sonipat, Abadi Garhi Ghaseeta Sonipat Haryana and
bounded as under : North : House of Master Uttam Jain, East : House of Shri Pratap,
West : House of Shri Rattan Lal, South : Gali
Place : Delhi, Date : 24-08-2023 Authorised Officer

Regd. Office : 149, T.S.R. (Big) Street, Kumbakonam, Thanjavur District,
Tamil Nadu - 612 001, CIN - L65110TN1904PLC001287,
Telephone No. 0435-2402322, Fax : 0435-2431746, Website : www.cityunionbank.com

OBITUARY &

REMEMBRANCE

| SEATS ARE LIMITED, ENROL IMMEDIATELY

CMC, Vellore - 1957 Batch
Passed away peacefully on
26,/08/2023 it Katpadi
Funeral: Wednesday, 30th August,
2pm ar 5t john's Church, Vellore
Thambu 9486660653
Rani 9486660654
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—_— Retired Professor, Clinical Pathology
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APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that one
male was found dead at Near Youdhvir Singh
Park, Kaccha Bag, Chandni Chowk, Delhi. In
this regard a DD No. 72A Dated 25.08.2023
has been lodged in P.S. Kotwali, Delhi. The
description of the dead body is given as |
under:

Name: Unknown, S/o: Unknown, Rlo:
Unknown, Age: 24-25 Years Height: 5'5"
Feet, Complexion: Shallow, Wearing: Grey Color T-Shirt and
Blue Color Jeans Pant.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
information about the dead male but no clue has come to light so
far. If any one is having any information about this dead male
please inform the undersigned.

On behalf of the President of India,
CE/TMC, North Eastern Railway,
Gorakhpur invites the following E-
Tender: Open Tender No./due on: 06-
TMC-BCM-0S-2023-24 due on
03.10.2023, Name of work: Providing
service of Deep screening of all types of
main line track on BG routes of North
Eastern Railway as per scope of service
using service provider's own BCM's &
allied machines along with his own
spares, consumables and staff etc. for
operation and maintenance of
incidental site work. No transfer of
property in goods between service
provider and Railways shall be part of
the scope of service, Description of
work: Schedule-A (As per attached
tender document), Qty. Required: As
per attached Schedule in tender
document, Place of work: To work in
NER, Work Completion Period: 180
months, Estimated Tender Value
(Rs.): ¥260,10,32,646.08, Earnest
Money (Rs.): ¥1,00,00,000.00. Note:
1. The complete information along with
tender document of above E-
Procurement Tender is available in
website on http://ireps.gov.in up to
15.00 hrs. on the due date of tender
opening. 2. Bids other than in the form
of E-Bids shall not be accepted against
above Tenders. For this purpose,
venders are required to get themselves
registered with IREPS website along
with class Ill Digital signature
certificates issued by CCAunder IT Act-
2000. 3. Rates entered into Financial
Rate page and duly signed digitally
shall only be considered. Rates and any
other financial entity in any other
form/letter head if attached by vendor
shall be straight way ignored and shall
not be considered. 4. Documents being
attached should be signed by the
tenderer on its body. 5. Earnest Money
should be deposited through online. 6.
Tenderers quoting financial conditions
deviating from tender condition
stipulated in tender document are
required to quantify its implications in
financial term duly enclosing the
calculation sheet supporting with
authentic document, so that the impact
of such financial condition on the offer
may be worked out to decide inter-se-
position of offers. In case tenderer
quotes such financial condition without
quantifying its financial implications,
such tenders/offers shall be summarily
rejected, for which Railway
Administration shall not entertain any
correspondence. 7. Tenderers are
requested to read complete tender
document carefully. 8. In case of any
difficulty helpdesk available on the
website of IREPS may be approached.
1. Dy. Chief Engineer/TMC-
9794840218
2. SSE(TMC)/HQ-9794840293

Astt. Executive Engineer/TMC/II

CPRO/W-285 Gorakhpur

“NOTICE INVITING TENDER”

The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division, Pooh Distt. Kinnaur invites item rate tender on behalf of the Governor of Himachal Pradesh
from the eligible contractors for the following works through offline process.

Sr. | Name of Work Estimated |Earnest|Cost of [Time
No. Cost Money |tender limit
(Rs.) (Rs.) |form (Rs.) [months

1. |R/R Damages to FIS Gangtoksa in GP Chango Sub-Tehsil Hangrang (HP) (SH:- C/O Wire (397623  |8000 250 6
Crate, C/O Pattra Cutting L/J HDPE pipe 225 mm OD and Removal of Slips at various RD's)

2. | AIR & M/O various WSS under Jal Shakti Sub-Division Yangthang Sub-Tehsil Hangrang Distt. [175170  |3500 250 1
Kinnaur (HP) (SH:- Energization for 3 nos. of Handpump under Jal Shakti Section Chango )

3. | C/O WSS Kanam Nallah to tap new source for rungra village in GP Spillow Tehsil Pooh Distt. [339743 6800 250 6
Kinnaur (HP) (SH:- C/O Storage Tank of Capacity 10000 Ltr, Laying, Jointing GI Pipe of
25 mm Dia (M) from RD 0/2050 to 1450.00)

4. | AR & M/O to FIS Khamas in GP Lippa Tehsil Moorang Distt. Kinnaur (HP) (SH:- Removal of (135658 2800 250 3
slips, C/O Dry stone lining in the channel, Laying and jointing of HDPE 63 mm OD)

5. |A/R & M/O FIS Thangi in GP Thangi Tehsil Moorang Distt. Kinnaur (HP) (SH:- C/O Dry stone (182527 {3700 250 1
lining, Removal of slips)

6. |A/R & M/O WSS Pooh Colony in GP Pooh Tehsil Pooh Dsitt. Kinnaur (HP) (SH:-Dismentalling [375283 (7600 250 6
and relaying of GI Pipe and L and jointing of G.I. pipe including earth work etc) Job No. 2

7. |A/R & M/O WSS Pooh Colony in GP. Pooh Tehsil Pooh Dsitt. Kinnaur (HP) (SH:-Dismentalling[235174 {4800 250 6
and relaying of Gl Pipe and L and jointing of G.I. Pipe including earth work etc) Job No. 1

8. |R/R Damages to FIS Johang in GP Chango Sub-Tehsil Hangrang Distt. Kinnaur (HP) (SH:-  |157386  |3200 250 1
C/O Wire Crates at various RD,s)

9. |R/R Damages to FIS Holiyati in GP Giabong Tehsil Pooh Distt. Kinnaur (HP) (SH:- C/O Wire 348124 7000 250 2
Crates at various RD,s)

10. |R/R Damges to FIS Holiyati in GP Giabong Tehsil Pooh Distt. Kinnaur (HP) (SH:- Removal ~ |250651  |5100 250 1
0s slip)

11. | R/IR Damages to FIS Kochal Burtum Basti and Palthang in GP Sunnam Tehsil Pooh Distt. 393199 (7900 250 1
Kinnaur (HP) (SH:- C/O wire crates at various RD,s)

Last date of sale of tender form 04-09-2023 till 05.00 PM. Last date of submission of tenders 05-09-2023 till 3.00 PM and shall be opened on

same day at 3.30 PM. Tender document and other detailed conditions can be received from the divisional office. . .
Executive Engineer

Jal Shakti Division Pooh

HP / 2350/23-24 HIM SUCHNA AVAM JAN SAMPARK Distt. Kinnaur (HP)

About any p ger amenity p
SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955
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Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
S & C and Audit Department

Corporate Headquarters, M. A. Road

Srinagar, Kashmir

VJ&K Bank

Serving To Empower

NOTIFICATION

Due to the limited response received, online applications process from the Retired Officers of
J&K Bank & Retired Officers of Other PSU Banks for engagement as Credit Auditors for the
period 01/10/2023 to 30/09/2024 for the Branches/LCUs of the bank at various states / UT's
across the country, is hereby reopened for a further period of seven (07) days from August 28",
2023.

Eligibility Criteria:-

i) Having retired honorably, either superannuated or through VRS (not having been awarded any
punishment (major or minor), not charge sheeted & punished for serious lapses/offences in
his/her active service). In this regard, a certificate in the prescribed Annexure from the Human
Resource Department of Head Office of their respective employer banks should be furnished by
the retired officers of other PSU Banks.

ii) Officer retired as Scale Ill or above and having minimum experience of 15 years as an Officer
in the bank with satisfactory track record including 3 years of experience in dealing with high
value credit, project finance, consortium lending, foreign exchange portfolio at Branches or at
controlling office/s or as Credit Auditor.

iii) Must not be above the age of 65 years as on 01.09.2023.

iv) Must be medically fit to carry the assignment of the Credit Audit (a certificate from a medical
practitioner (minimum MBBS) to this effect must be submitted with the application). Must be
able to undertake travel even to distant Branches/LCUs/places for audit/inspection/security
verification, in case of need.

v) Having adequate computer knowledge and should be able to handle computers independently
as the inspection report has to be punched online.

vi) Must be well versed and familiar with Finacle Core Banking Solution (CBS).

Application format is available on Bank's website www.jkbank.com. Applications have to be
submitted online within seven (07) days from the date of publication of this notification, i.e by or
before 03.09.2023.

Hard Copies of downloaded application form along with duly filled annexures should reach the
office of Deputy General Manager, S, C and Audit Division, J&K Bank Corporate Headquarters,
M.A.Road, Srinagar 190001 by or before 05.09.2023.

The Bank reserves the right to reject any application without assigning any reason thereof.

sd/-
Deputy General Manager
S, C and Audit, CHQ

No.S&C/CRAUDIT/CHQ/23-
Dated : 28.08.2023

S.HO

P.S. Kotwali, Delhi

DP/9659/N/2023 Ph: 9968515921
THEs2=2HINDU

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy themselves
about the veracity of an advertisement before responding to any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch for the authenticity of
any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/company be held re-
sponsible/liable in any manner whatsoever for any claims and/or damages for advertisements in this
newspaper.

Schedule of Tender:-

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF PRISONS
JAMMU AND KASHMIR, JAMMU

Website :- www.jKk.prisons.org, email:- jk.prison@gmail.com
Ph/ Fax : Srinagar (May-Oct) :- 0194-2457969- 2457811 Jammu(Nov-Apr) :- 0191-2561004 - 2561008

e-TENDER NOTICE FOR SUPPLY OF HARDCOKE /
CHARCOAL/REJECTION WOOD FOR ALL JAILS OF J&K (U/T)

E-Nit No. 06 of 2023 Dated:- 25.08.2023

1. For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir, e-tender(s) through online mode are invited eligible
vendors/firms for supply of Hardcoke, Charcoal and Rejection woods.

2. Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specifications of
items, quantities, set of terms and conditions of supplies, and other
relevant details can be seen/downloaded from the website
www.jktenders.gov.in and www.jkprisons.in

a.| Date of Issue of Tender Notice

25-08-2023

documents

b.| Period of downloading of bidding

25-08-2023 from 1800 Hrs to
08-09-2023 upto 1400 Hrs.

Bid Submission Start Date and Time

28-08-2023 from 1800 Hrs.

d.| Bid Submission End Date and Time

08-09-2023 upto 1600 Hrs.

Bids in online mode

REGULAR OFFLINE / ONLINE CLASSES | WEBSITE

e. | Date and Time of opening of Technical

11-09-2023 1200 Hrsinthe
office of Director General of
Prison J&K

NEW 3'

BATCHES
COMMENCE

Bauc
Al

73,0LD RAJINDER NAGAR [
 NENDELH- 60
509008, S840

Account Number
Name of the Bank
Branch

IFSC

submission.

duetoanyreason.

Bid).

No. Acctts/N/4760
Dated 25.08.2023

Tender Fee (Cost of tender documents)

An amount of ¥ 1500/- towards the cost of the tender fee has to be
deposited by the bidder in the following bank account:-

Name of the Account Holder :

Scanned copy of the receipt towards deposit of amount of tender fee

has to be necessarily uploaded along with the bid documents.

i. The bidder has to submit Earnest Money of ¥ 3.20 lacs (Rupees Three
lacs Twenty thousand only) in the form of CDR/FDR issued by a
scheduled Bank, drawn and pledged in favour of FA/CAO Prison
department and payable at Jammu. The bidder has to uploaded the
scanned copy of the CDR/FDR alongiwth other documents during the
submission of the bid within the above-mentioned date and time of bid

ii. The department shall not be responsible for delay in online submission

The tender shall be in two bid cover system (Technical Bid and Financial

DIPK-7835/23 Aug 26 2023

FA/CAO-Prison Department, J&K
0110010100000289

J&KBank

J&K Bank Civil Sectt. Jammu
JAKAOMOVING

Sd/-

Financial Advisor/CAO
Prisons Department
J&K, Jammu

it »

Registered office : Corporate Headquarters, M.A.Road, Srinagar 190001, Kashmir, India
CIN: L65110JK1938SGC000048 ; T : +91 (0)194 2481 930-35; F : +91 (0)194 248 1928 ; E : info@jkbmail.com ; W : www.jkbank.com

The Hindu Book of Editorials 2022
captures what made news in the year that passed,
with a selection of editorials that were published in the
editorial pages of India’s national newspaper.
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Manipur govt. plans to supply
essentials to tribal district

Commodities to be transported to Churachandpur through Assam and Mizoram, with the help of Army and other forces,

as route from Nagaland blocked by Meitei groups; medical supplies to the hill district to be ensured through aerial route

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Manipur govern-
T ment will start tran-

sporting essential
commodities to the hill dis-
trict of Churachandpur
from Monday, in coordina-
tion with the Army and
other Central security forc-
es. A State government
statement said medical
supplies would also be ta-
ken to the district, with the
Health Department under-
taking aerial supply using
the Border Security Force,
Assam Rifles and Manipur
Police.

Supplies to the district,
which is dominated by the
tribal Kuki-Zo community,
have been disrupted as
critical highways have
been blocked by women-
led Meitei groups. Tran-

Up in flames: Three houses in Imphal were torched on Sunday. Pl

sporters in Imphal have re-
fused to ply to the area, cit-
ing the risk to their
personal safety.

In retaliation, on August
21, a Kuki body re-imposed
its blockade on the Dima-
pur-Imphal National High-
way-2 in Kangpokpi dis-
trict, a route through
which essentials are sup-

plied to the Meitei-domi-
nated valley areas. Howev-
er, an alternative route
exists to supply the valley.
Now, the State govern-
ment is starting to develop
alternative supply routes
for the tribal areas as well.
“Alternative supply chain-
cum-transportation of es-
sential commodities to

Churachandpur  district
has been taken up through
Silchar (Assam) and Aizwal
(Mizoram) as the supply
chain from Imphal-Dima-
pur (Nagaland) is broken,”
the government statement
said.

It added that issues
faced during transporta-
tion include the unwilling-
ness of transportation op-
erators to operate between
Imphal and Churachand-
pur, and other law and or-
der issues at the inter-dis-
trict boundary.

The State government
said that the security issues
on the National Highways
are being addressed by the
State Police along with the
Assam Rifles, Central
Armed Police Forces, and
district trade and com-
merce departments.

Regular review meet-

ings on the price and avail-
ability of commodities are
being held by the district
commissioner. Retail sale
of rice was also underta-
ken from the stock held by
the Food Corporation of
India, including 4,823.50
quintals of rice sold under
its open market scheme.
Price reporting centres
have also been established
and stringent action is be-
ing taken against those ma-
nipulating market prices,
the State government said.

Protest after fire

On Sunday, protest erupt-
ed in Imphal East district
after a fire that began at a
Kuki house spread to a few
Meitei homes too. A police
official told The Hindu that
it was not an accidental fire
and appeared to be a
“mischief”.

Shah urges police to
adopt soft stance on
tribal, student unrest

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Listing tribal unrest and
student protests among
the key policing challenges
that could emerge in the
near future, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah is
learnt to have told over 750
police officials at a confe-
rence last week to adopt a
different and more “conci-
liatory” approach to such
issues.

Mr. Shah chaired the Na-
tional Security Strategy
Conference, organised by
the Intelligence Bureau
(IB), on August 24 and 25.
Top police officials from
across the country attend-
ed the meeting held in hy-
brid mode.

A senior government of-
ficial told The Hindu that
Mr. Shah pointed out that
policing was not the only
solution for issues such as
tribal unrest.

“The Minister stated
that tribal people comprise
around 9% of the popula-
tion, and while handling
their issues, the police
should be conciliatory. A
broader perspective is re-
quired and their issues
should be prioritised, es-
pecially in areas where it is
not bordering on insurgen-
cy,” the official said.

At the conference, Mr.
Shah also remarked that
student protests should be
dealt with differently. “He
spoke about the protests
that emanated after the Ag-
nipath scheme was an-
nounced, and the Maha-
rashtra Public Service
Commission (MPSC) ear-
lier this year when thou-
sands hit the streets
against change of pattern
in examination,” another
government official said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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Nuh on edge over
call for yatra; pray
at temples: CM Lal

GURUGRAM

Amid tensions in Nuh over the
call for the Jalabhishek Yatra
by the Sarv Hindu Samaj and
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
on Monday, Haryana CM
Manohar Lal urged people to
offer prayers at nearby Shiva
temples as the administration
has not given permission

for the procession. » Page 2

Eight killed in
blast at Bengal
fireworks unit

KOLKATA

At least eight persons were
killed in a blast at an illegal
firecracker manufacturing unit
at Mochpol in West Bengal’s
North 24 Parganas district on
Sunday. Two of the dead were
identified, while six bodies yet
to be identified have been kept
at the Barasat Medical College
and Hospital. » Page 4
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Offline Learning
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110+
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Prepare with PDF
and printed notes
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Learners
got 98%ile

Neeraj Chopra crowned World champion

Agence France-Presse
BUDAPEST

Neeraj Chopra added a
World title to his Olympic
gold, recording a best
throw of 88.17m on Sun-
day. The 25-year-old
stamped his mark on the

final early on with his win-
ning throw coming in the

second round.
Pakistan’s Arshad Na-
deem claimed silver

(87.82m) ahead of Czech
Republic’s Jakub Vadlejch
(86.67m).

In the men’s 4x400m

relay, India finished fifth
with a timing of 2:59.92s.
USA claimed the gold with
2:57.31 ahead of France
(2:58.45) and Great Britain
(2:58.71).
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Neeraj Chopra claimed the
World title on Sunday. REUTERS

Dalit youth’s
murder in

M.P. triggers
political row

The Hindu Bureau
RAIPUR

A Dalit youth was beaten to
death with sticks and ba-
tons, and his mother was
allegedly stripped and as-
saulted, by a group of men
in Madhya Pradesh’s Sagar
district this past week.

The accused were put-
ting pressure on the vic-
tims’ family to withdraw a
four-year-old police sexual
harassment case filed by
the sister of the murdered
youth, the family said.

The murder and sexual
assault, which took place
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‘Lab of atrocities’

The Congress accused the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty of making the State “a
laboratory of atrocities on
Dalits”, and shared images
posted on social media al-
legedly showing the ac-
cused posing with a senior
Minister of the BJP govern-
ment in the State.

The woman who was as-
saulted said that she had
seen a group of men, led
by prime accused Vikram
Singh, 28, attacking her
son on August 24.
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Nuh on edge over call for procession;
offer prayers at nearby temples: CM

VHP leader Surendra Jain insists the proposed yatra will be held as per schedule; won't allow devotees from outside, says

Nuh SP; Internet suspended, schools and banks to remain shut on Monday; don't be misled by fake social media posts: police

Ashok Kumar
GURUGRAM

mid tensions in
ANuh over the call
for Jalabhishek Ya-

tra by Sarv Hindu Samaj
and the Vishwa Hindu Par-
ishad (VHP) on Monday,
Haryana Chief Minister Ma-
nohar Lal urged people to
offer prayers at Shiva tem-
ples in their neighbour-
hood as the administration
had not given permission
for the procession.

“The procession is not
allowed. Keeping in view
the faith of devotees, since
it is the last Monday of
Shravan month, people
should offer prayers whe-
rever they are,” Mr. Lal said
on Sunday, speaking on
the sidelines of a pro-
gramme to promote non-
motorised transport in
Panchkula.

He added that maintain-
ing law and order is the go-
vernment’s responsibility.

Past violence

Communal violence was
reported from Nuh and
parts of south Haryana af-
ter the VHP held a proces-
sion in the district on July
31.

Haryana DGP Shatrujeet Kapur on Saturday said the Nuh administration had denied permission for the

religious procession in view of the law and order situation in the district. PTi

Over the following days,
six people died, several
were left injured, and a
large number of families
fled the State.

VHP joint general-secre-
tary Surendra Jain told The
Hindu that the proposed
procession would be held
as per schedule. However,
he added, the organisers
were open to “discussing
its size and form”.

Mr. Jain did not com-
ment on the expected size
of the gathering or share

details of where it would
start and culminate.

Haryana DGP Shatrujeet
Kapur had on Saturday
reiterated that the Nuh ad-
ministration had denied
permission for the proces-
sion in view of the G-20
Summit and the law and
order situation in the
district.

On Sunday, Nuh Supe-
rintendent of Police Naren-
dra Bijarniya said locals
would be allowed to visit
temples and offer prayers,

but devotees from outside
the district would not
permitted.

Maintaining vigil

The district administration
has also appealed to the
people to avoid unneces-
sary movement.

At a press conference in
Delhi on Saturday, VHP
leaders had said that only
Hindus from Nuh would be
part of the procession.

However, former Guru-
gram Bar Association pre-

sident Kulbhushan Bhard-
waj, a prominent local
Hindu leader, claimed that
people from different parts
of the State would reach
Nalhar temple in vehicles
and then march to Singar
village, where the proces-
sion would culminate.

Prohibitory orders

As a preventive measure,
Internet services have
been suspended in Nuh
from Saturday noon to Au-
gust 28 midnight and pro-
hibitory orders under Sec-
tion 144 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure
(Cr.PC) imposed to prevent
the assembly of five or
more people.

The administration has
also ordered schools and
banks to remain shut for
the day.

The police in the neigh-
bouring districts of Farida-
bad, Gurugram, and Pal-
wal have stepped up
security and appealed to
people not to get misled by
the messages on social me-
dia platforms asking them
to turn up for the religious
procession  with  fake
claims that the administra-
tion had granted permis-
sion for the event.

Migrant workers forced to
flee back home, Gurugram
high-rises feel the pinch

Mehul Malpani
Ramita D.M.

GURUGRAM

When migrant labourers
fled Haryana in the after-
math of communal clashes
in Nuh and nearby areas,
they also left a gaping hole
in the lives of the residents
of Gurugram’s high-rises.

In the absence of work-
ers like Mosqul, Alam, Rok-
sana, and numerous others
who live on the fringes of
the city, their employers
are struggling to find
enough people to replace
the “cheap” workforce.

Neehar Ranjan, resi-
dents’ welfare association
(RWA) president of Astaire
Gardens, told The Hindu
that a majority of their
housekeeping executives
were migrant workers
from slum clusters. “We
usually have a housekeep-
ing staff of 28 people. For
more than 20 days now,
barely five to six of them
are coming to work,” he
said.

A day after violence
broke out in Nuh district
during a Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) rally on Ju-
ly 31, bike-borne men raid-
ed a slum cluster in Palra
village of Gurugram’s Sec-
tor 70, assaulting and
threatening the dwellers,

Deserted settlements in Palra
village of Gurugram’s Sector 70.
SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

asking them “to go back to
where they came from”.

700 migrant families

In the next two days, near-
ly 700 families, predomi-
nantly from West Bengal,
grabbed whatever little
they could and went back
to their native places. The
mass departure has hit the
city’s rich and middle-class
households where it hurts
the most - managing daily
chores.

Anupama Trigunayat,
RWA president of GPL
Eden Heights in Sector 70,
said working couples in
her complex faced pro-
blems after house helps
stopped coming.

“Many of them have
small children or elderly
parents and rely on house
helps to take care of them,”
she said, adding that peo-
ple had to pay more to hire

new ones.

Another RWA member
of a gated community said
their housekeeping agency
had to bring non-Muslim
workers from Delhi to fill
in.

Back in Palra, the slum
cluster looks deserted. A
handful of those who
chose to stay back fear a re-
peat of violence after the
VHP announced its deci-
sion to resume its proces-
sion. “Those who were
looking to return have also
deferred their plans,” said
Mr. Mosqul, a car cleaner.

Roksana, a single moth-
er of two who works as a
house help, returned to
Malda on August 2. “We
don’t plan to go back until
things return to normal,”
she said over the phone.

Not returning to work
Sitting inside his one-room
shanty, Mr. Alam, a native
of Bihar’s Kishanganj who
works as a personal driver,
stayed back but hasn’t
been going to work. Even
though his employer has
been calling him back, he
plans to return only if this
month passes off peaceful-
ly. “I can’t forget the mad-
ness in the eyes of those
men knocking at my door
and asking us to leave im-
mediately,” he said.
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G-20 Summit: AAP-BJP spar

over credit for city’s makeover

The ruling AAP and the BJP on Sunday engaged
in a war of words over the credit for Delhi’s
beautification ahead of the G-20 Leaders’ Summit
due next month. After some AAP leaders shared
on X (formerly Twitter) pictures and a video of
spruced up parts of the city, Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva said, “It is shameful to see
that CM Arvind Kejriwal and his Ministers are
shamelessly trying to steal credit for Delhi’s
makeover.” Hitting back, an AAP spokesperson
said, “The only thing the BJP cares about is

playing dirty politics.”

BJP alleges irregularities in

hiring of school principals

Delhi BJP chief Virendra Sachdeva on Sunday
alleged irregularities in the recruitment of 334
government school principals in the city and
urged L-G V.K. Saxena to order a verification of
their documents. The BJP leader claimed that
several candidates were selected on the basis of
“forged documents”. In response, an AAP
spokesperson said the BJP has problems with the
government’s “inspirational transformation of
government schools” over the past eight years.
“The BJP does not want the children of the poor
to get quality education,” the spokesperson said.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General publicis hereby informed that one male
was found dead at km Pole No. 7/25G to 7/27G
GZB to NDLS UP Rly Line Near Maharajpur &
Flyover Anand Vihar Railway Station, Delhi. on |8
dated 26.08.2023.In this regard DD No. 05-A U/s
174 CrPc. Dated 26.08.2023 has been lodged at
P.S. Anand Vihar Railway Station, Delhi. Dead
body has been preserved for Identification in
G.T.B. Hospital Mortuary for 72 Hours. The
description ofthe dead body is given as under:
Name: Unknown, S/o: Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age: 55-60 years Height:
52" Feet, Face: Round, Built: Medium, Complexion: Shallow, Wearing:
White Colour Kurta Pajama & Purple White Pattedar Underware.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the information
about the dead male but no clue has come to light so far. If any one is
having any information about this dead male please inform the

undersigned.
S.HO
P.S. Anand Vihar Railway Station, Delhi
DP/9674/Rly/2023 Ph: 9910034670
CM

Pro-Khalistan
slogans appear
at five metro
stations in city

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Pro-Khalistan slogans were
found written on the walls
of at least five Delhi Metro
stations on Sunday, just
days before the G-20 Lead-
ers’ Summit is scheduled
to take place in the city.

The police said some pe-
ople wrote “Khalistan refe-
rendum zindabad” and
“Delhi banega Khalistan”
on the walls of the metro
stations. A senior officer
said the slogans were
found at Shivaji Park, Madi-
pur, Paschim Vihar, Udyog
Nagar, and Maharaja Suraj-
mal  Stadium  metro
stations.

Meanwhile, a purported
video by the banned outfit
‘Sikhs for Justice’ surfaced
on social media. In the vi-
deo, the outfit’s leader,
Gurpatwant Singh Pan-
nun, can be heard saying,
“G-20 nations, when you
will be meeting in Delhi on
September 10, we will be
organising a Khalistan refe-
rendum in Canada.”

An officer said, “We are
checking the CCTV footage
of the metro stations and
surrounding areas and are
working on multiple leads
to pin down the suspects.”

Timings
DELHI
MONDAY, AUG. 28

RISE  05:57 SET 18:48

RISE 17:02 SET 02:18
TUESDAY, AUG. 29

RISE  05:58 SET 18:47

RISE 17:53 SET 03:31
WEDNESDAY, AUG. 30

RISE  05:58 SET 18:46

RISE 18:36 SET 04:44
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 36 27
Safdarjang 36 27
Palam 36 27

Delhi Palam Today

36°C A hot afternoon with
moderate winds and partly
cloudy sky. Night will be
comfortable.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

37°C Light to moderate winds
would prevail with partly
cloudy sky, day would turn hot.
Night will be comfortable.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2023
All rights reserved.

Children at the receiving end as
fear keeps them away from schools

Samridhi Tewari
Garvita Shah
NUH

It was 1.30 p.m. in Nuh’s
Kherla village. On a humid
day, Hindi teacher Saad Mi-
yan was explaining to Class
III students how to write
two-letter words.

His class was attended
by only seven students,
who wondered why their
friends were not coming to
the school.

According to the school
authorities, around 1,600
students study there. Ho-
wever, after a communal
clash on July 31 in the vil-
lage, only 100-200 chil-
dren now come to the
school daily.

Drop in attendance
While many lives have
been hit, it is the women
and children who are bear-
ing the brunt of the vio-
lence. Many schools
around violence-hit areas
have seen a drop in atten-
dance as most Muslim fa-
milies fear that their chil-
dren would be picked up
by the police.

Kherla school principal
Rehmuddin said most fa-
milies have left for their na-
tive places and those who
stayed back are afraid of

search operations by the
police. He added that his
schoolteachers are plan-
ning on how to approach a
certain section of the vil-
lage and bring back the
children to the school.

“Most families are un-
educated here. They
dream of sending their
children to cities like Delhi
and Gurugram, but who
has the money? The only
thing that can save Mewat’s
Nuh and neighbouring
areas is education,” Mr.
Rehmuddin said.

Most families are left
with only women mem-
bers now, he said, adding
that the men have either
left the area or are in police
custody. “The presence of
paramilitary forces has
scared children.”

Saad Miyan, a teacher at a government school in Kherla village o
Nuh district. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

As he stood in front to
the school, Riyaz Khan*,
50, said his daughters,
aged 15 and 12, are not at-
tending the school any-
more.

They are instead study-
ing at home. “I'm scared
they will arrest me and that
my family won’t even get to
know about it,” he said.

Uncertainty looms
Zaina*, a resident of Hi-
dayat Colony near Kherla,
said it has been three
weeks since her 12-year-old
son touched his books.

“I heard another rally is
being organised. At a time
like this, do we need
another communal situa-
tion? Why can’t both com-
munities understand we
don’t have the means to

bear this much violence?
Let the people of Nuh live
in peace. Our children and
women have been locked
inside homes for weeks
now. If the situation dete-
riorates, who will bear the
responsibility?” Ms. Zaina
said.

In Nalhar, a village close
to Kherla, the fear in the air
is palpable. Nazia*, 15, who
took up science to be able
to enrol for a BSc pro-
gramme, had to miss her
half-yearly exams due to
her parents’ fear.

“I am too scared to go
out. I can either be safe or
take exams. There is no
other option. When the
temple in Nalhar was at-
tacked, I was inside my
house with my two youn-
ger brothers. I hid them
and locked the doors. I
know what terror is. I was
looking forward to taking
my exams, but I don’t
know what to do now,” she
rued.

“All the men have left
Nalhar. Just the women are
left. The school is empty. I
keep telling myself that all
children will come back,
but I don’t know when,”
said a worker at Nalhar Go-
vernment Primary School.

(*Names changed to pro-
tect identity)

HC: Al can't
be basis for
adjudication
of legal issues

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Artificial intelligence (AI)
can substitute neither hu-
man intelligence nor the
humane element in the ad-
judicatory process, the
Delhi High Court has held,
saying ChatGPT — a large
language model-based
chatbot — cannot be the ba-
sis of adjudication of legal
or factual issues in a court
of law.

The court’s observa-
tions came while dealing
with a lawsuit by luxury
brand Christian Louboutin
against a partnership com-
pany involved in the manu-
facture and sale of shoes al-
legedly in violation of its
trademark.

The counsel for the
plaintiff submitted that
“Red Sole Shoe” was its re-
gistered trademark in the
country and placed before
the High Court responses
by ChatGPTwith respect to
its “reputation”.

Justice Prathiba M.
Singh stated that the accu-
racy and reliability of Al-
generated data are yet to
be established and, at best,
such a tool could be util-
ised for a preliminary un-
derstanding or research.

PIL stokes debate on inmates’ right to conjugal visits

Soibam Rocky Singh
NEW DELHI

Do prison inmates in the
city have a fundamental
right to conjugal visits by
spouses? The advocate, on
whose PIL plea the High
Court has given the Delhi
government six weeks to
share its views, certainly
thinks so. As does a former
prisoner and an expert on
prison reforms.

Several courts across
the country seem to be in
favour of allowing inmates
a private moment with
their partners. However,
prison authorities in Delhi
believes that “the right to
procreation is desirable,

In 2018, the Madras
High Court remarked
that conjugal visits
of the spouse of a
prisoner was also
the right of the

prison inmate

however, not practicable”.

Advocate and social acti-
vist Amit Sahni, who
moved the public interest
litigation in the High Court
earlier this month, said va-
rious researches have

shown that conjugal visits
generate positivity among
prisoners.

A former businessman,
recently released from Ti-

har jail after serving 19
years behind bars in a mur-
der case, backed Mr. Sah-
ni’s effort. “A man commits
a crime. Say he gets 5, 10,
15 years in jail. Now, why
should his family also be
subjected to the same pun-
ishment?” the former con-
vict said.

‘Will de-stress inmates’
Advocate Ajay Verma, who
has worked on human
rights, crime, and prison
reforms, supports the in-
itiative.

“It will de-stress the in-
mates. There will be fewer
fights in the prison. So, ac-
cording to me, this would
be a very positive develop-

ment,” he said.

On September 15 last
year, the Ludhiana Central
Jail introduced the ‘Parivar
Mulakat [Family Visit]’ pro-
gramme. The initiative al-
lows inmates to meet their
loved ones within the pri-
son premises. In July this
year, the Madras High
Court requested the State
government to consider al-
lowing prisoners to have
conjugal relationships.

In 2018, the Madras
High Court had remarked
that “conjugal visits of the
spouse of the prisoners is
also the right of the prison-
er”. In 2014, the Punjab
and Haryana High Court al-
lowed a couple lodged in

jail to engage sexually with-
in the prison premises to
have a child.

In July 2019, the then Di-
rector-General (Prisons) of
Delhi told the High Court,
“The right to procreation is
desirable, however, not
practicable in the present
prison scenario,” citing the
“limited infrastructure” in
city prisons.

The official had said that
the “opportunity to pre-
serve family ties and mari-
tal stability is ensured
through regular releases
on parole/ furlough/ inte-
rim bails, etc.” The official
had also pointed out that
1,200 visitations are al-
lowed daily in Tihar jail.
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U.P. Congress keen to field

Priyanka from Varanasi: Rai

The Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee is keen
to field senior leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
from Varanasi and will soon send a proposal in
this regard to the top leadership, said newly
appointed party’s State chief Ajay Rai on Sunday.
“Priyanka Vadra can contest from any seat she
wants and we will make her win the election with
all our might, but we wish that she contests from
Varanasi,” he added. Varanasi is the
parliamentary constituency of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Mr. Modi was elected from the
seat for the second consecutive time in 2019. en

Three dead, 2 hurt after fire

breaks out in Mumbai hotel

At least three persons died and two others were
injured in a fire that broke out on Sunday
afternoon in a hotel in suburban Santacruz in
Mumbai, officials said. The Mumbai civic body
had recently issued a notice to Galaxy Hotel,
where the blaze erupted, for failure to adhere to
fire safety norms, and a case was filed in court.
The hotel had also allegedly made some
structural changes. “Three persons, identified as
Rupal Kanyji, 25, Kishan, 28, and Kantilal Gordhan
Vara, 48, were declared brought dead by hospital
authorities. Alfa Vakhariya, 19, and Manjula
Vakhariya, 49, are injured and under treatment,”

a fire brigade officer said. e

‘Modi has no moral right
to speak about graft as
CAG has exposed Centre’

The CAG report had brought to light corruption to the tune of several crores of rupees in various

schemes and activities, including Dwarka Expressway and Ayodhya development, says CM Stalin

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUVARUR

icking off his cam-
l‘ paign for the Lok
Sabha election

next year, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister and DMK
president M.K. Stalin on
Sunday lambasted the BJP
government at the Centre
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi for calling the
DMK corrupt.

Speaking at the wedding
of the daughter of Nagapat-
tinam MP M. Selvaraj of the
CPI at Pavithramanickam
in Tiruvarur district, Mr.
Stalin said the Prime Minis-
ter had no moral right to
speak about corruption as
the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General’s report had
exposed the “corrupt
deeds” of the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre.

‘Bogus claims’

The CAG report had
brought to light corruption
to the tune of several
crores of rupees in various
schemes and activities, in-

&

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin. FILE PHOTO

cluding the Bharatmala,
Dwarka Expressway, Ayod-
hya development, HAL air-
craft design projects, col-
lection of tolls at highway
toll plazas and Ayushman
Bharat, he alleged.
Insurance  payments
had been disbursed in the
names of deceased pa-
tients through bogus
claims that they were be-
ing treated under the Ay-
ushman Bharat scheme. Ir-
regularities had been
detected in the collection
of toll at five toll plazas, in-
cluding the one at Paranur

in Tamil Nadu. Corruption
to the tune of several
crores of rupees had been
unearthed in  other
schemes, too, he claimed.

The Central Vigilance
Commission had said in a
report that the maximum
number of corruption cas-
es among the Ministries of
the Union government had
been filed against officials
of the Home Ministry, Mr.
Stalin said.

“These are the people
who claim that they will
root out corruption. To
cover up their misdeeds,

they are making false alle-
gations against the DMK
and misusing agencies
such as the CBI, the In-
come Tax Department and
the Enforcement Directo-
rate to threaten us,” he
said.

Mr. Stalin said he was
launching the election
campaign from Tiruvarur,
as desired by CPI State se-
cretary R. Mutharasan.

‘State rescued’

Claiming that the State had
been rescued by the al-
liance led by the DMK, he
said the Opposition par-
ties” next objective was to
save democracy and the
nation by dethroning the
“fascist and autocratic”
BJP government at the
Centre.

Mr. Stalin said impor-
tant decisions would be ta-
ken at the next meeting of
the alliance to be held in
Mumbai, which he would
attend. He affirmed that
the alliance with the CPI
would continue for the Par-
liamentary election.

BJP will rout BRS and
usher in change in
Telangana, says Shah

Poll bugle: Union Home Minister Amit Shah at a public meeting in
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Khammam, Telangana on Sunday. PTI

The Hindu Bureau
KHAMMAM

Dubbing the Congress, the
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) and the All India Maj-
lis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) “family-led 4G
(four generations), 2G and
3G” parties, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said on
Sunday that the BJP will
come to power in Telanga-
na by trouncing the BRS in
the upcoming Assembly
election.

The ‘lotus’ (BJP’s sym-
bol) will bloom and usher
in change in the State,
bringing an end to the BRS’
misrule, Mr. Shah said at a
public meeting ‘Rythu Go-
sa - BJP Barosa’ in Kham-
mam on Sunday evening.

He sounded the party’s
poll bugle in Khammam,

traditionally a Left strong-
hold. The constituency is
now held by the BRS.

Mr. Shah accused the K.
Chandrasekhar  Rao-led
BRS regime of sailing with
the AIMIM for selfish polit-
ical interests. “The steer-
ing of the car (BRS party
symbol) is in the hands of
AIMIM,” he said.

Paying tributes to those
who died fighting “the Ra-
zakar reign of terror under
the autocratic Nizam rule”
in erstwhile Hyderabad
during the Liberation
Struggle, he said the BRS
regime shattered the ideals
of those fighters.

He gave out the statistics
of the Union government’s
allocations to Telangana
and said the BRS govern-
ment had ignored the
plight of farmers.

‘Governor’s
warning of
President’s rule
unacceptable’

Press Trust of India
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Congress chief Am-
rinder Singh Raja Warring
on Sunday termed the Go-
vernor's warning of recom-
mending President’s Rule
in the State “wrong and
unacceptable”, and sug-
gested that he and Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
should sit together to find a
solution.

The Congress leader al-
so said that if Governor
Banwarilal Purohit had any
issue with Mr. Mann, he
should use some other
constitutional powers and
seek a reply from the Chief
Secretary.

Mr. Purohit, in a letter to
Chief Minister Mann on
Friday, warned the State
government that he could
recommend President’s
Rule in the State and also
launch criminal proceed-
ings if his letters were not
answered.

Madhya Pradesh CM announces slew
of benefits for women as ‘rakhi gitt

The Hindu Bureau
RAIPUR

With the Assembly elec-
tion in Madhya Pradesh
drawing near, Chief Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan
on Sunday announced a
slew of sops for women, in-
cluding raising from Oc-
tober the monthly cash be-
nefit provided under the
Ladli Behna Yojana from
1,000 to %1,250.

At an event in Bhopal,
attended by a large num-
ber of women, Mr. Chou-
han termed the latest an-
nouncements a gift on the
occasion of Raksha Band-
han, which will be cele-
brated on August 30. He
said he was transferring as
‘shagun’ (auspicious gift)
an additional 3250 to each
of the 1.25 crore beneficiar-
ies of the scheme.

The BJP government has
transferred three instal-
ments of 31,000 each un-
der the scheme since it was
started on June 10. Mr.
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Shivraj Singh Chouhan

Chouhan said the total
amount will be gradually
increased to ¥3,000.

As per State government
data, 33,628.85 crore has
been given as aid under the
scheme to women in the
23-60 age group who are
not income tax payers and
with an annual family in-
come of less than 2.5 lakh.

Additional sops

The Chief Minister also
said the beneficiaries will
not have to pay electricity
bills at the recently in-
creased tariffs. “In Septem-
ber, the hiked bills will be

zero, and after that arran-
gements will be made so
that poor women have to
pay just 100 as electricity
bill every month,” he said.
Mr. Chouhan said dom-
estic gas cylinders will be
provided to women at
%450 to mark the Hindu
month of ‘Sawan’, and ef-
forts will be made to conti-
nue supply at the subsi-
dised rate in future as well.
Other announcements
included reserving 35% of
posts in police and other
government jobs, and 50%
of teaching posts for wo-
men; paying the education
fee of beneficiaries; ena-
bling women to secure
loans with the government
paying the interest; and re-
serving land for women in
industrial areas to promote
entrepreneurship.
Referring to the women
of the State as “sisters”, Mr.
Chouhan said he aimed to
make them lakhpatis
(earning a minimum of 1
lakh a year). He also said li-

quor shops would not be
opened in areas where
more than half of the pop-
ulation of women opposed
such establishments.

‘Resorting to gimmicks’
Criticising the announce-
ment of sops ahead of the
poll, State Congress chief
Kamal Nath posted on X
(formerly Twitter) that the
“BJP government is chang-
ing its colours every day
not to provide relief to the
public but to save its sink-
ing ship”. Even after ruling
for 18 years, the BJP is play-
ing tricks and resorting to
gimmicks, which proves
that it can do no good for
the citizens, Mr. Nath said.
He also posted on X the
party’s poll promises such
as 31,500 aid for women
per month, gas cylinder at
I500 every month, free
power of up to 100 units,
restoration of Old Pension
Scheme, 27% quota for
Other Backward Classes,
and a caste-based survey.

Eight killed in blast at illegal
fireworks unit in West Bengal

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

At least eight persons were
killed in an explosion at an
illegal firecracker manu-
facturing unit in the Moch-
pol area in the Duttapukur
Police Station limits in
North 24 Parganas district
of West Bengal on Sunday.

While two of the de-
ceased were identified as
Keramat Ali and his son
Roushan Alj, six bodies yet
to be identified have been
kept at the Barasat Medical
College and Hospital in the
district.

The two-storey house
where the firecrackers
were allegedly manufac-
tured came crashing down
in the impact of the blast.

Several houses in the vi-
cinity also suffered dam-
age.

People alleged that they
had complained to the pol-
ice about the illegal fire-
cracker manufacturing un-
it, but they did not act.

They said they heard
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Under ruins: Rescue operations on after a blast at a firecracker unit

in North 24 Parganas district of West Bengal on Sunday. PTi

the sound of a loud explo-
sion at 8.30 a.m. Arifa Bibi,
a resident of the area, said
that she was thrown a few
feet away and several arti-
cles in her house fell in the
impact of the explosion.

Opposition parties in
the State demanded an in-
vestigation by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
into the explosion.

State BJP president Su-
kanta Majumdar wrote to
Union Home Minister Amit

Shah, urging that the NIA
should probe the incident.
Only three months ago,
over 12 people were killed
at an explosion in an illegal
firecracker manufacturing
unit at Egra in Purba Medi-
nipur district of the State.
State Minister and local
MLA Rathin Ghosh said
that most of those who
died in the explosion had
come from Murshidabad
to work at the firecracker
manufacturing unit.

New textbooks in Kerala cover
State’s history and growth

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The additional textbooks
for higher secondary that
were recently unveiled by
the Kerala government not
only include content re-
moved by the National
Council of Educational Re-
search and  Training
(NCERT) from the curricu-
lum but also touch on the
State’s economic develop-
ment, social movements,
historical events, and con-
temporary landscape.

The six additional text-
books in four subjects —
history, political science,
sociology, and economics
— have been brought out by
the State Council of Educa-
tional Research and Train-
ing (SCERT) following the
NCERT’s deletion of topics.

The removal of content

Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan releasing the additional textbooks for

higher secondary students in Thiruvananthapuram. S. MAHINSHA

related to Partition and Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s assassina-
tion, Gujarat riots, and the
Mughal kings and their
courts had led to an outcry
from various quarters.

An expert committee
that was set up recom-
mended that new text-
books be published for four
subjects for which NCERT
textbooks are used in the

State.

The sociology textbook
for Class 12 has content on
actor P.K. Rosy in the con-
text of caste system, social
reformer Ayyankali’s de-
mand for education for Da-
lits, movements to enter
place of worship, Channar
revolt for women’s right to
cover their chest, and the
Kallumala agitation.

Rajasthan govt. presses poll button with phones for women

Sobhana K. Nair
ALWAR

Rasooli Bibi could be
anywhere between 70 and
80 years old; she cannot
recall her age. “You can
guess by counting the
wrinkles on my face,” she
says. As she steps out of a
government distribution
camp with a newly issued
smartphone box in her
hand, a neighbour teasing-
ly asks what she plans to
do with the device, given
her failing eyesight. “You
keep quiet,” she says, flash-
ing a toothless smile and
strutting out, her clouded
eyes sparkling with joy.
Ms. Bibi is among the se-
ven lakh women (as on Au-
gust 24) who have received
smartphones in election-
bound Rajasthan under
the Indira Gandhi Smart-
phone Scheme, which was
launched by Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot on August
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A new world: Women who received mobile phones under the

scheme in Alwar of Rajasthan on Saturday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

10. In the scheme’s first
phase, the State’s Congress
government plans to distri-
bute 40 lakh smartphones
to three categories of be-
neficiaries: those who re-
ceive pensions for widows,
girl students, and women
heads of families who have
completed 100 days of
work under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS).

Ms. Bibi’s phone has a
new SIM card, which
comes loaded with free un-

limited calls for nine
months and 2 GB of data.
On paper, the smart-
phones are available in
nine models that the be-
neficiaries can select from,
but in reality, the choice is
limited by stock available
at the distribution camp.
For each woman, the
phone holds a different va-
lue. For some, it is the first
smartphone in the family
which often translates into
better access to education
material available online
for their children. For oth-

ers, it is the second or even
third phone in the family,
which means that these
women now have sole ow-
nership of a phone which
they do not have to share
with  their  husbands,
brothers or children.

On a muggy August
morning, the government
school in Ramgarh -
which is doubling up as
one of the scheme’s 456
distribution camps — is a
virtual war zone. The wo-
men line up, their bodies
squished together, unwill-
ing to concede even a inch
of space. The queue snakes
through three dimly lit
rooms, where the women
must register themselves,
verify their documents,
and finally get their
phones. Guddi belongs to
the Meena community,
which falls under the Sche-
duled Tribe category in Ra-
jasthan. She was married
to a farmer who died by

suicide in 2020 after suc-
cessive onion crops failed.

Ms. Guddi and her four
children now live with her
late husband’s family. Ev-
ery time she has to make a
call, she has to borrow her
brother-in-law’s  phone.
“That will change today, I
will get my own phone. I
heard they are providing
Internet too, which means
my children will be able to
attend online classes, if it
ever switches back to it,”
she says.

Aspirational device

At the R.R. College just 25
km away, in a crumbling
old building that was once
the palace of Alwar’s king
and still retains its beauty,
the distribution camp is
better managed. Instead of
queuing up, the women
are seated at classroom
desks till their names are
called out for each part of
the process.

Published by Nirmala Lakshman and Printed by S. Ramanujam at HT Media Ltd. Plot No. 8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. 201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., Chennai-600002. Editor: Suresh Nambath (Responsible for selection of news under the PRB Act).

Regd. DL(ND)-11/6110/2006-07-08 « RNINo. UPENG/2012/49940 « ISSN 0971 - 751X

CM
K

M ND-NDE



Monday, August 28, 2023 THE HINDU 5
DELHI

fl")@'}2

UG 2023 INDIA
7

Student Advisory Board:

CREATING LEADE
OF TOMORROW

An initiative of Delhi Government schools to
inculcate leadership skills among children

Monday, 28th August, 2023 | Thyagraj Stadium, Delhi

DIP/Shabdarth/Display/0058/23-24

Meeting with newly elected office bearers of Student Advisory Boards-
A session on leadership with Chief Minister

SAB in schools to: Chief Guest:
Give exposure of democratic process to
students- contesting Board elections or
voting a candidate

Arvind Kejriwal
Chief Minister, Delhi

Involve students in decision making Guest of Honour:

Enable students to manage and execute
various activities at school level

Directorate of Education, Government of NCT of Delhi

Atishi

Education Minister, Delhi

e HINDU

EDUCATIONPLUS

T.G. Sitharam

s we approach

GET THE EDGE Follow us

) facebook.com/thehindu

.J twitter.com/the_hindu

The road ahead

services. As India seeks to
become a manufacturing
hub, the importance of

©) instagram.com/the_hindu

SCHOLARSHIPS

the dawn of a technical education can- v

new era, it be- not be. overst.ate_d: In ordgr underprivileged students.
A MR comes increas-  [ndia’s vision for technical education by 2047 has the potential to position the  toachieve this vision, India Alstom India Eligibility: Students
ingly imperative to realise hub for i . hi d icd | needs a workforce with the Scholarship joining the first-year of
the importance of techni- COUIltI'y as a hub for innovation, entrepreneurs 1p, and economic deve Opment necessary technical skills Programme B.Tech. courses at any of

cal education in shaping a _ and knowledge. Alstom India aims to the specified institutions.
better tomorrow. / Moreover, technical provide financial support  Annual family income

In the context of India, a education also plays a vital to students across India should not exceed 36
nation of diversity and role in positioning India as to pursue higher lakh from all sources.

complexity, it is vital that an education capital of the education and prevent Application: Online

we harness its full potential world. With the rise of dig- dropouts. Reward: Scholarship

in nation-building. The ital technology, online edu- Eligibility: Students based on the actual fee

foundation for this vision cation, and global connec- studying in any year of structure to cover

has been laid through the tivity, India has the ITI/ diploma, graduation ~ academic expenses,

implementation of the Na- opportunity to become a of any course for FY hostel fees, food, and

tional Education Policy leading provider of techni- 2023-24 who have related expenses.

2020. cal education to students secured at least 60% Deadline: September 10
India has a rich history from all over the world. marks in their previous www.b4s.in/edge/ASPI1

of scientific and technolog- The quality of technical academic year/semester.

ical innovation. Through education in India has im- Annual family income Kotak Kanya

technical education, the proved significantly in re- must be less than or Scholarship

country can continue to cent years, with many in- equal to ¥6,00,000 from  Kotak Education

produce a steady stream of ~ # stitutions offering all sources. Preference Foundation aims to help

innovators and entrepre- world-class programmes will be given to students meritorious girl students

neurs who can drive techn- and facilities. In addition to residing in locations such  from underprivileged

ological progress and ad- positioning India as an as Chennai and sections of society.

vance its standing in the

education capital, techni-

Coimbatore (Tamil

Eligibility: Meritorious

global knowledge cal education also has the Nadu), Kolkata (West girl students who have
economy. potential to establish India Bengal), Madhepura secured admission to
The Indian Govern- as a knowledge capital of (Bihar), Sri City (Andhra first-year graduation

ment, cognisant of the im-
portance of technical edu-

the world.
However, the realisation

Pradesh), or Vadodara
(Gujarat). Students

programmes in
professional courses such

cation, has implemented a of this vision is not without pursuing graduation in as Engineering, MBBS,
plethora of initiatives. The its challenges. It requires STEM courses (any year)  Architecture, Design,
establishment of the In- concerted efforts and mul- at any of the Alstom integrated LLB, and so
dian Institutes of Technol- ti-sectoral partnerships to India-specified on. from NAAC/NIRF
ogy (IITs) stands out as one ~ GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO overcome obstacles. institutions are also accredited institutes and
of the notable efforts, given The need to build a cul- eligible. have scored more than
their reputation for provid-  students from around the dents, regardless of their tructure and facilities of hub for innovation, entre-  ture of research and inno- Application: Online 85% marks in their Class
ing world-class technical world. background, and to pro- technical institutions and  preneurship, and econom-  vation to address the chal- Reward: Up t03 75,000 12 board exams. Annual
education and attracting mote innovation and en-  promoting industry-acade- ic development. lenges of  technical (one-time) family income must be X
Setting goals trepreneurship. The vision  mia collaborations to pro- education and skill deve- Deadline: September 15 6,00,000 or less from all

Through technical The vision for technical should focus on develop- vide practical training to Knowledge hub lopment and to cater to the www.b4s.in/edge/AISDG4  sources.
education, the country education in India by 2047  ing the technical and soft  students. It also aimstode-  One of the primary goalsof = needs of differently-abled Application: Online
can continue to isto develop a skilled work-  skills of students and ena-  velop the curriculum and technical education is to  students are some of the is- Aspire Scholarship Reward: 31.5 lakh per
produce a steady forge; that is globally com- bling them to apply their course content inline with  produce skilled prqfession- sues that need to be Programme year.
stream of innovators petitive and can contribute  knowledge in the real industry requirementsand als who can contribute to  addressed. A CSR initiative of Deadline: September 30

d h to the growth and develop-  world. promote research and de- the development of va- SWAYAM Charitable www.b4s.in/edge/KKGS2
an en.tl‘er)l‘eneurs W. O ment of the country. It The plan for technical velopment in emerging rious sectors of the econo-  The author is Chairman, All India Trust, it aims to provide
can drive technological  aimg to provide access to  education in India focuses  areas of technology. With  my, including manufactur- (C:lg?;' for Technical Education financial support to Courtesy: buddy4study.com
progress ... quality education to stu- on enhancing the infras- this, India can become a ing, infrastructure, and ‘

N » ) | .l »




Editorial

THE HINDU

Monday, August 28, 2023
DELHI

Talking about talking

Modi and Xi need to have substantive
conversations on ties

from their talks with starkly different views

of their ties. The only talking point from last
week’s brief conversation between Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing on the sidelines of the BRICS Summit re-
volved around not what was said between them —
which remains largely a mystery as is the way of
“informal” conversations — but how it was said.
The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) released
no statement on the talks, although Foreign Se-
cretary Vinay Kwatra told reporters on August 24
that both had “underlined that the maintenance
of peace and tranquillity in the border areas and
observing and respecting the LAC are essential
for the normalisation of the India-China relation-
ship”. He added that they had decided to “direct
their relevant officials to intensify efforts at expe-
ditious disengagement and de-escalation”. A Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry statement made no such
mention, saying that Mr. Xi had said both sides
“should bear in mind the overall interests™ of ties
and “handle properly” the border issue. The Chi-
nese statement also said they had spoken at In-
dia’s request, prompting “official sources” in
New Delhi to tell reporters that it was China that
had requested a more structured bilateral meet-
ing, which India had turned down.

The exchange in South Africa was only the se-
cond known interaction between the leaders
since the start of the LAC crisis in 2020. It took
the MEA as long as eight months to acknowledge
they had discussed the border in a conversation
initially described as “pleasantries” exchanged at
the G-20 in Bali in November 2022. India had, at
the G-20 as well, reportedly made clear it was not
willing for a more structured sit down exchange,
although as videos showed, it was Mr. Modi who
finally initiated the conversation with Mr. Xi. If
the Modi government is concerned that speaking
formally with Mr. Xi would expose it to Opposi-
tion criticism over China or dilute its messaging
on “abnormal” ties, the argument that a dialogue
is some sort of concession or a victory for Beijing
is not a serious one. What matters more is what is
said in the dialogue. In fact, a structured dialogue
at the upcoming G-20 in New Delhi, which Mr. Xi
is expected to attend, would give the Prime Mi-
nister the opportunity to firmly underline India’s
stand, in the clearest terms and at the highest le-
vel, that relations are predicated on peace and
the future of the relationship hinges on China res-
toring the status quo and India’s patrolling rights
along the borders. The only ostensible reason for
India’s reluctance appears to be the govern-
ment’s unfortunate prioritisation of political op-
tics over public interest in its dealing with China,
which has also led to continuing opacity over
what is currently unfolding along the border.

l ndia and China have once again come away

An even chance

Alcaraz will have a tough time
defending his US Open title

T he last men’s singles player to defend the

US Open title was Roger Federer in 2008.

Even Novak Djokovic, who is among the
greatest hard-court players, has found it tough.
The reasons may be many — a surface that gives
everyone an even chance, gruelling late-night
matches and end-of-season fatigue to name a few.
Carlos Alcaraz will look to buck this very trend
when the 2023 edition gets underway at Flushing
Meadows on Monday. The 20-year-old Spaniard
won his maiden Grand Slam crown in New York
last year and backed that up with the stupendous
triumph at Wimbledon over Djokovic. In a short
career, the World No.1 has shown the mettle and
focus required to be serially successful, defend-
ing titles at Barcelona and Madrid this year. But to
do that at a Major is a herculean task. He has to al-
so contend with Djokovic, who at 36 still looks
sprightly. At the recent Cincinnati Masters, the
Serb outlasted Alcaraz over three pulsating sets
in a final that lasted nearly four hours. The 23-
time Major winner may well find added motiva-
tion if he so desires to course-correct at the US
Open, a tournament where he has lost a record
six finals, been defaulted once (2020) and barred
from competing for refusing to take the COVID-19
vaccine (2022).

Among women, reigning champion Iga Swia-
tek is the main drawcard, despite a not-so-encou-
raging build-up. The Polish World No.1 may have
lost in the semifinals in both Montreal and Cin-
cinnati, but her form in 2022 was worse — just
two match wins in the two lead-up events — and
that did not stop her from securing the top prize.
However, the rise of Coco Gauff adds a new di-
mension. The 19-year-old American has won 11 of
her 12 singles matches since Wimbledon, and
claimed two of her biggest trophies — Washing-
ton WTA 500 and Cincinnati WTA 1000. There
was also the morale-boosting victory in Cincinna-
ti over Swiatek, to whom Gauff had lost all seven
of her previous matches and all 14 sets. The wo-
men’s roster is further embellished by the pre-
sence of Aryna Sabalenka, winner of the 2023
Australian Open and a semifinalist at French
Open and Wimbledon, Elena Rybakina, Wimble-
don champion in 2022 and runner-up in Mel-
bourne, Marketa Vondrousova, titlist at Wimble-
don, and Ons Jabeur, a three-time Major finalist.
Jessica Pegula, the World No.3 from the United
States, is in the mix too, following the high in
Montreal. But unlike the men, three women’s sin-
gles players have defended their titles this millen-
nium — Venus Williams, Serena Williams and Kim
Clijsters. A fourth is well within the realm of
possibility.
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Himalayan blunders that are ravaging the Himalayas

onder-struck by the beauty and

the magnificence of the

Himalaya, an ancient Sanskrit

poet wrote, “In a thousand ages
of the gods, I could not tell you of the glories of
the Himalaya.” The snow-covered peaks, though
increasingly diminishing, may still awaken the
poet in us, but the barrenness of the hills below
tell us the real story — that of steady
environmental depredation. Today, the repeated
tragedies of bridges, roads and buildings being
swept by raging rivers in the hill States of
Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh, epitomise a
flawed developmental paradigm institutionalised
in an eco-fragile region. Blocked roads after a
landslide at Chamoli and sinking in Joshimath in
Uttarakhand, road caving in Chamba in
Himachal, accidents on the Char Dham routes,
and deaths on the all-weather road are reports
that have become everyday news from
“Devbhoomi” (land of the gods).

Road project, bypassing the rules

In 2016, the Chardham Mahamarg Vikas
Pariyojna, a massive infrastructure project of 900
kilometre of road widening to double-laning with
a paved shoulder (DLPS) design of 12m was
implemented in the Garhwal region and a short
stretch of Kumaon in Uttarakhand. The project
has claimed lakhs of trees and acres of forest
land, many human and animal lives, and also the
fertile topsoil of the fragile Himalaya. The tons of
muck generated have choked water sources. By
law, a project of more than 100 km needs
environmental clearance. But ambitious projects
for tourism and plans that are the result of
election agendas are time bound. All laws of land
are bypassed. In this case, this massive project
was broken up into 53 small projects, each less
than 100 km long, thus by-passing environmental
impact assessment (EIA) requirements.

The dense forests around Chamba, Agrakhal
Maletha, Shivpuri, Rudraprayag, Chamoli,
Agustmuni, Karnaprayag and Kund (all
Uttarakhand) and other such lush green sites are
vanishing. Amid the rapacious nature of the
Chardham Mahamarg Vikas Pariyojna, only one
pristine patch, i.e., the Bhagirathi Eco Sensitive
Zone (BESZ), remains.

BESZ has the only natural free flow that is left
of the Ganga river and was declared a protected
site in December 2012 under the Environment
Protection Act, 1986. This stretch of
approximately 100 km could not be touched by
the Chardham Mahamarg Vikas Pariyojna project
without an approved zonal master plan (ZMP)
and a detailed EIA. To facilitate the Chardham
Mahamarg Vikas Pariyojna, the ZMP was given
hasty approval, negating the directions of even
the Supreme Court of India. The mandatory and
detailed EIA was not done. And, finally, the BESZ
monitoring committee’s approval was overseen
by most of the State officials on the committee
without any discussion or suggestions being
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made. Thus, thousands of deodar trees and
kilometres of pristine mountain slopes face grave
danger due to the same devastative DLPS road
width.

Unanswered questions, violations

By widening hill roads to DLPS alignment, the
Ministry of Road Transport is only contradicting
its own notification which says: “However,
challenges have come to the fore in adhering to
these standards [i.e., DLPS] in the context of
national highways and roads in hilly and
mountainous terrains. These challenges arise on
account of [a] destabilization of hill slopes and
progressive damaging effects on road alignments
and structures”. It goes on to recommend: “The
carriageway width shall be of intermediate lane
configurations, i.e. of 5.5 m width (18 ft), with
two-lane structures (23 ft.).” The Supreme Court
itself took cognisance of this contradiction in civil
appeal 10930/2018 when a Bench headed by
Justice R. Nariman reprimanded the Ministry and
directed implementation of its own notification
“prospectively and retrospectively” in September
2020. But the government produced the reason
of “national security”. Eventually, a Bench
headed by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud in December
2021 permitted the government to do whatever it
desired. No questions were asked.

A review is called for as there are many
unanswered questions. Why did the Defence
Ministry which wanted a two-lane seven metre
width road in the first place, change its
requirement to one of DLPS road-width standard?
Why is double lane road-width sufficient in the
border areas while a so-called feeder road which
is 80 km away from the border in the BESZ region
being widened to DLPS standard? How is a
vulnerable road-width design that leads to
unstable mountain slopes suitable for a strategic
road? Why did the Road Transport Ministry
suggest a double laned road-width for BESZ but
change its stance two months later? Why is a
BESZ road widening project being allowed
without a mandatory EIA? Why was the
Chardham Mahamarg Vikas Pariyojna project
implemented with DLPS road-width when its own
circular suggested otherwise? When the
Chardham Mahamarg Vikas Pariyojna was
announced, only the core reason of “faster”
movement of vehicular traffic was stated. Why
and when was this project changed to one of
strategic importance?

Before the monsoons, the Uttarakhand
government increased the carrying capacity of all
the Char Dhams while the carrying capacity for
the Gangotri shrine (i.e., BESZ) was increased to
9,000 passenger carrying units per day even
though the BESZ notification calls for a
“regulation of vehicular traffic”. While experts
have repeatedly pointed out that the Chardham
shrines of Uttarakhand are already
overburdened, their carrying capacities have
been increased ignoring all scientific rationale to

blindly boost the tourism sector and perhaps to
justify the excessively road widening that the
government is pursuing in the most vulnerable
section of Himalaya. However, after the recent
warning signals by mother nature, the State
governments of Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh propose a reassessment of carrying
capacity. The Supreme Court too is setting a
committee for the same, but the larger question is
whether the recommendations will be
implemented or not.

BESZ has witnessed several disasters in the
past. For such sensitive regions, the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Science
and Technology, Environment, Forests and
Climate Change has pointed out to the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change that
“The Committee also believes that a one size fits
all approach to environment clearance should
not be followed, especially for the ecologically
sensitive areas of the country such as in
Joshimath, Mussoorie and Dhanaulti, which
require a more meticulous approach with the
only aim of furthering the environmental
interests rather than economic interest.”

Saving the Gangotri, need for regulation
One of the most challenging issues for the Ganga’s
rejuvenation is conservation of the Gangotri
glacier, which is also the fastest receding glacier.
With an increase in vehicular movement and
episodes of forest fires, black carbon deposits
(carbon plus soot) are rising on the glacier,
escalating its melting. Another Standing
Committee report of March 2023 on water
resources says, “Black carbon absorbs more light
and emits infra-red radiation that increases the
temperature. Therefore, an increase in black
carbon in the high Himalaya contributes to the
faster melting of glaciers.” Imagine the heating
rod-like effect of a 12m wide tarred road in the
vicinity of this glacier.

Greed outstripping need along with
manipulative political, bureaucratic and real
estate lobbies is destroying the Himalayan forests
and rivers and lives of local inhabitants. In the
persistent debate of environment versus
development of the hills, there is a very simple
solution to all the chronic and acute problems
that the hills face — regulation. In BESZ, the
upgradation of roads to an intermediate road
width, that will have minimal environmental
impact, is the only possible and sustainable
solution. If reducing a few metres of road width
helps ensure the conservation of the only pristine
stretch of the Ganga and protection of the
Himalaya, then we must make sincere efforts to
amend the plan. We live in times of the critical
and unpredictable impact of climate change
events which call for prevention and
conservation. Most importantly, no development
can be sustained if it ends up destroying the main
lifeline for millions of people and future
generations.

India’s Rohingya refugee children are not criminals

refugee died in a detention or holding

centre in Jammu in July. A viral video
shows the police tear gassing a small congested
area in the holding centre. Refugee women and
children are also seen in the same space. As the
explosion occurs, one can hear the shrieks of
women and see children running in panic. The
Senior Superintendent of Police, Kathua,
admitted that tear gas shells were used in an
enclosed space which is not ideal but denied that
the infant’s death was caused by tear gas. What is
important to note is that these people are not
prisoners or criminals who are kept in jail-like
conditions. The Rohingya of Myanmar are among
the most persecuted people in the world.

‘ five-month-old infant born to a Rohingya

Six years since they fled

August 25 marked six years since the Myanmar
military launched a campaign of mass atrocities
against the Rohingya in Rakhine State. These
genocidal attacks, which began in August 2017,
caused more than 7,70,000 Rohingya to flee. At
least 20,000 of them are in India. In this
particular holding centre in Jammu, which was a
prison before, more than 250 Rohingya refugees
including women and children have been
confined there since March 2021. Most of them
have UNHCR cards that validate their identity as
‘a refugee seeking safety’.

There are many troubling questions that arise
from the Jammu incident. Why are refugees being
treated as criminals? Why are they living in a
prison-like facility? Why has their movement
been restricted? Most troubling is why children
are being holed up as prisoners in detention
centres. These are children of an extremely
vulnerable population that continues to fear
ethnic cleansing. Globally, we have a shared
responsibility to protect them, help them survive

Priyali Sur
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They are not in
conflict with the
law and have
only sought
safety after
fleeing with
their guardians;
to treat them
otherwise is a
case of injustice

and thrive. Not imprison them, tear gas them and
leave them to die.

Detention under the Foreigners Act

What lets the Indian authorities act in an
unaccountable and undeterred way is the fact
that India does not have a domestic law or
consistent policy on refugees and asylum seekers.
It is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee
Convention and its 1967 Protocol. Refugees are
seen as illegal immigrants and lumped with other
foreigners under the Foreigners Act, 1946. The
Act provides for unchecked executive powers
against foreigners and contains no exceptions for
vulnerable populations such as asylum seekers
and refugees.

This has meant that despite UNHCR
recognition, registered refugees in India are at
risk of administrative detention under the
Foreigners Act such as Section 3(2)(e)), criminal
imprisonment (Sections 14, 14.A., B., C.), and
deportation (Section 3(2)(c)). Thus, hundreds of
Rohingya refugees have been arbitrarily detained,
many languishing indefinitely in India’s jails and
detention centres. Many of them are children
who do not even know of a world outside of the
four walls of these places.

Article 6 of the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child (CRC) states that every child has an
inherent right to life, survival and development.
India ratified the CRC in December 1992; hence,
holding children in detention facilities, denying
them the freedom to access education or any
other liberty is an absolute violation of this. We
do not have to look as far as the UN conventions.
The right to life and personal liberty is enshrined
in the Constitution of India and is for all persons,
whether citizens or foreigners.

Almost 500 Rohingya refugees are detained in
various detention centres and jails across India.

Many of them are children. In New Delhi, the
Sarai Rohilla centre in New Delhi has four to five
children who are below the age of five, with most
in detention since infancy. They view the outside
world, a dusty lane in front of the centre, through
the iron rods of a window. They are not permitted
to play or be outdoors because of their identity of
being a Rohingya refugee.

While some children are living in the detention
centres and jails with their parents, others have
been separated and sent to juvenile justice homes
under the Juvenile Justice Act. India’s Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
is for children who are in conflict with the law.
The Rohingya refugee children are not in conflict
with the law. They seek safety after fleeing for
their lives. To treat them as anything else is a
grave injustice.

Follow guidelines

To ensure that no other Rohingya refugee child
dies in a detention centre in India and that
refugee children are treated in a manner that
upholds their right to life and development; it is
imperative that all Rohingya children and their
primary caregivers are released immediately
from detention. For all the other Rohingya, the
authorities should follow the Government of
India’s internal guidelines (2011) on the detention
and treatment of refugees, which states that they
should be released from detention within six
months subject to collection of biometric details,
with conditions of local surety, good behaviour
and reporting to the police every month. In the
meantime, the National Human Rights
Commission, India should work with the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights to appoint an ombudsman whose
sole responsibility should be to investigate
refugee detention centres in India.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Coach fire in Madurai

The tragic accident that
befell a group of tourists
from Uttar Pradesh (August
27) raises questions. It is
illegal for passengers to
have flammable items. It
doubtless was a flagrant
violation of the rule by the
travel agency overseeing
their trip. But even more
egregious is the absence of
surprise checks by the

groups maintain an

railways need to be

passengers face on
chartered trips.

Kamal Laddha,
Bengaluru

railway staff. It is common
knowledge that such large

onboard makeshift kitchen
in their coach before its
attachment to another
scheduled train. The

cognisant of the hardships

Hatred in the classroom
The incident, where a
teacher in Uttar Pradesh
made her students hit their
classmate is one that
should make the nation
hang its head in shame
(Page 1, “U.P. teacher
booked as she asks
students to hit Muslim
classmate”, August 27). It is
a reflection of the inevitable 3
consequences of spreading Kochi

communal hatred for
political gains. Things have
come to such a pass that a
teacher — a guardian who is
entrusted with shaping
young minds — now
perpetuates hatred and
discrimination. Swift and
deterrent action must be
taken against this teacher to
send out a strong message.
Kurian Mathew,

Moon-landing spot

Given the hard and smart
work put in by our scientists
to ensure a milestone in
space exploration — the
Indian “moon-landing” — it
would have been prudent
to have left the task of
naming the specific
“moon-landing spot” to our
talented scientists. A
scientifically developed
nomenclature might help

carry out further research
with ease. Are our
politicians listening?

A. Venkatasubramanian,
Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.

co.in must carry the full postal
address.
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The importance of states in space missions

n August 23, with

Chandrayaan-3’s lander

module making a soft

landing on the moon,
India became only the fourth
country after the erstwhile Soviet
Union, the U.S., and China to
accomplish this achievement. It is
a testament to the remarkable
ingenuity of Indian scientists that
this feat was carried out at a
relatively low cost.

Three of these four countries
have been late industrialisers; with
only one “developed” nation, the
U.S., among them. This throws up
interesting questions: what factors
allow for resource-constrained
economies to pull off ambitious
programmes? What lessons do
they hold for our ability to combat
challenges? Do such programmes
represent a diversion of resources
and attention from the pressing
needs of development?

Important factors

By some estimates, the USSR was
50%-60% the size of the U.S.
economy in the 1960s, when it
landed the first spacecraft, Luna 9,
on the moon. According to World
Bank data, when measured in
purchasing power parity terms,
China’s per capita income was
around 22% that of the U.S. in 2013
at the time of its moon landing. In
contrast, India’s per capita income
in 2022 was only 10.9% that of the
U.S. Clearly, a relative shortfall in
resources does not always pose a
constraint in achieving ambitious
scientific outcomes.

One clue could perhaps lie in
human resources. China, India,
and the U.S. are the world’s most
populous nations, and have been
since the 1970s; Russia ranked in
the top four in the 1970s. China,
Russia, and India laid a lot of
importance on science and
technology in their
post-war/post-colonial
development trajectory. Their
current successes are the results of
those initial investments. China,
for instance, filed the most patents
in the world in 2019. The large
numbers of potential scientists
and engineers in these countries
provide a clue to the successes of

Rahul Menon
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0.P. Jindal Global
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The success of
governments in
landing
spacecrafts on
the moon
indicates that
states can be
powerful and
competent
actors

these nations in space exploration
despite not being as rich as the
developed world.

However, the successes of the
UAE’s space programme downplay
the importance of population. The
UAE is richer in per capita terms
than the U.S., but with a
population of roughly nine million
in 2023. In 2020, with the help of
Japan, the UAE launched the Hope
probe that entered Martian orbit
in 2021, making it the fifth country
after Russia, the U.S., China, and
India to achieve this feat. This is a
remarkable achievement
considering that the UAE Space
Agency was only inaugurated in
2014.

Perhaps the most important
factor is the role of the state. In
2022, the head of the Emirates
Mars Mission, Omran Sharif,
stressed the importance of the
“triple helix model”, where the
government, the private sector,
and academics worked together,
and not in silos, to achieve
objectives. An active and capable
state, as opposed to an intrusive
and domineering one, can help
establish frameworks and
procedures that overcome
financial constraints and enable
the harnessing of important
resources like skilled workers.
Though the private space industry
is growing, it is still only
governments that have enabled
spacecrafts to land on the moon.

A question often raised is
whether developing economies,
with problems such as poverty,
can afford the diversion of
valuable resources to such
ambitious programmes. One
problem with such objections is
that it is only directed at
developing economies, as though
developed nations have no
internal problems to speak of. In
the documentary Summer of Soul,
African-American participants at a
music festival in 1969, held at
Harlem, New York, expressed
their opposition to Neil
Armstrong’s historic moon
landing. They cited civic
infrastructure and racism as issues
requiring urgent action, and said
that the space programme

diverted resources and attention.
Yet the Apollo missions are
considered triumphs on the part
of humanity.

The question of whether
resources directed to space
programmes are a diversion from
pressing development needs,
however, is a valid one. As an
answer, one can uphold the
importance of these programmes
in material and scientific terms.
The knowledge gleaned from
these missions will contribute to
human progress, and ISRO’s
demonstration of its ability to
launch satellites at relatively low
costs can attract business and
revenue from private players.

A true partnership

More importantly, it forces us to
re-evaluate the role of the state.
The multiple crises besetting the
world indicate the inability of the
private sector to tackle them
unaided. The dichotomy between
state and markets, where the state
is simply a referee, is no longer
valid. What is required is a true
partnership between the two, with
active intervention of the state in
order to provide the space for
ingenuity to flourish. The success
of governments in landing
spacecrafts on the moon indicates
that states can be powerful and
competent actors. In her book
Mission Economy, the economist
Mariana Mazzucatto studies the
role of the U.S. government and
NASA in coordinating the activities
of different actors and
organisations, private and public,
in order to achieve the Apollo
moon landings. Much of her work
examines how the state can foster
innovation and success in
modern-day economies.

No doubt, social problems such
as climate change and hunger are
very different when compared to
well-defined objectives such as
landing on the moon. But our
successes in space show us the
road map for navigating concerns
on earth. An inclusive and secular
state, committed to building the
capacity required to ensure
genuine human development, is
the need of the hour.

An undersea tunnel is a national asset

Construction of an undersea tunnel between Fort Kochi and Vypeen is feasible

STATE OF PLAY

Jose Paul

he Kerala government
T has undertaken the

ambitious project of
constructing a coastal high-
way from Thiruvananthapu-
ram to Kasargode over a dis-
tance of about 623 km at a cost
0f 36,500 crore. The proposed
highway will pass through
nine coastal districts.

When the proposed high-
way reaches Kochi, it has to
pass through a deep shipping
channel of Kochi Port. On the
southern side of the port’s ap-
proach channel from the Ara-
bian Sea is Fort Kochi, which
represents the prosperous
face of the Kochi metropolis,
while the 27 km-long Vypeen
Island, which is north of Fort
Kochi, with an average width
of 2 km, represents an under
developed, densely populated
and less prosperous rural
landscape. The challenge is to
bridge the gap between Fort
Kochi and Vypeen. Is it possi-
ble to construct an undersea
tunnel connecting the two?

Undersea tunnels are amaz-
ing displays of civil, structural
and marine engineering. The
Channel Tunnel across the En-
glish Channel connecting Fol-
kestone in Kent in the U.K.
with Coquelles in France is
about 50.5 km long. The tun-
nel is 75 metres below the sea
bed. Trains run through it at a
speed of 160 km per hour. The
Eurasia Tunnel in Turkey is a
5.4 km-long, double-deck tun-
nel below the sea bed which
links the European side of the
country with the Asian side.
Japan’s Seikan Tunnel is 53.9
km long. In India, reports sug-
gest that the Central govern-
ment has sanctioned 7,000
crore for the construction of
an underwater road-cum-rail
tunnel across the Brahmapu-
tra river over a distance of 9.8

km. Therefore, the construc-
tion of an undersea tunnel
between Fort Kochi and Vy-
peen is a feasible proposition.

Although the width of the
shipping channel between
Fort Kochi and Vypeen is just
260 m, heavy trucks and con-
tainer trailers would need a
comfortable gradient to en-
sure a smooth passage
through the tunnel. The ap-
proach road to the tunnel will
need about 800 m on either
side as the tunnel under the
shipping channel will be built
about 35 m below the seabed.
Consequently, the total length
of the tunnel would be about
2.6 km.

Modern tunnels have dedi-
cated corridors for vehicles,
cyclists and pedestrians for
the smooth flow of traffic. Si-
milar arrangements could be
planned for the proposed tun-
nel which could turn out to be
an engineering marvel. The
proposed tunnel could start
from  Puthuvypeen and
emerge at Fort Kochi beach,
which will minimise land ac-
quisition requirements. Infor-
mal discussions with experts
on tunnel construction sug-
gest that total costs may go up
to 31,500 crore.

When it is completed, the
undersea tunnel will become
the first tunnel under a deep
shipping channel in India, and
will serve as an important link
for seamless transportation
along the proposed coastal
highway. It will reduce traffic

congestion, provide an effec-
tive alternative to the national
transportation network, and
help transport men and mate-
rial across Kerala through the
shortest route, thus saving
time, energy, and fuel. An un-
dersea tunnel could also be a
tourist attraction. The govern-
ment can earn revenue imme-
diately after commissioning
by way of toll charges. Users of
the tunnel should pay en-
hanced toll charges for a fas-
ter, safer and well-organised
transport system.

As the proposed undersea
tunnel has to pass through the
territory of the Cochin Port
Authority, the Central govern-
ment will be the appropriate
agency to meet the cost as the
tunnel will eventually become
an integral part of the coastal
highway network. The life
span of an undersea tunnel
will be about 100 years or
more. The government should
view the construction of this
tunnel as a social overhead
capital to be collectively
availed of by the urban and ru-
ral population. The tunnel
should be seen as a national
asset and an effective alterna-
tive mode of transportation in
city limits. The overriding
concern of the government
should not be the commercial
viability of this project but pu-
blic safety and enhancement
of the public transport system
and the quality of life in Kochi.
It is important to note that a
report released by the Asian
Development Bank suggests
that Kochi is the fastest grow-
ing and the most progressive
among the emerging urban
conglomerations in India.

Jose Paul, who has a doctorate in port
management from the University of
Wales, Cardiff, UK., is former Acting
Chairman of JN Port, Mumbai, a
former Chairman of Mormugao Port
Trust, and an Adjunct Professor of
Indian Maritime University, Chennai.
Email: drjospaul@rediffmail.com

India’s health research is not aligned with its disease burden

It is channeling significant research efforts into diseases that have a lesser immediate impact domestically but pose a considerable global threat

FROM THE ARCHIVES

B Pandu,

DATA POINT

Moumita Koley & Ismael Rafols

he COVID-19 pandemic has
T highlighted the signifi-

cance of tailoring health
research to the specific needs of in-
dividual countries. But India’s in-
vestment in healthcare research is
limited, with a misalignment bet-
ween funded research areas and
health challenges.

Disease burden, a composite
metric of mortality and morbidity,
represented through Disability Ad-
justed Life Years (DALYs) by the
World Health Organization, is a
measure of a population’s health.
A recent collaborative study by the
IISc in Bangalore and the Leiden
University in The Netherlands
shows a mismatch between India’s
health-related research publica-
tions and DALYs.

Chart 1 shows India’s relative
disease burden — a disease’s share
in total DALYs between 2000 and
2019 — against the disease’s share
in health research publications in
the same period. Only diseases
with a relatively high burden in In-
dia are plotted. Misalignments can
be observed in Chart 1 with some
diseases cornering a high share of
health research publications, dis-
proportionate to their burden. For
instance, the share of Diabetes
Mellitus in total DALYs was 3.1%,
but its share in publications was
7.5%. On the other hand, the share
of Neonatal conditions in the DALY
was 12.3%, but its share in publica-
tions was only 1.3%.

Chart 2A plots the relative dis-
ease burden against research ef-
forts for neonatal conditions
across regions. While the research
share remains the same across re-
gions, the burden is much higher
in India and low-income countries.

Chart 2B shows that cardiovas-
cular diseases were under-re-
searched across all economic
groups. For instance, while they
formed over 20% of DALYs in high-

CM
K

income countries and around 22%
in upper-middle-income nations,
their share in total health research
publications stood at just 10%. In-
dia dedicated merely 5% of its re-
search to cardiovascular diseases,
though such diseases formed 16%
of its disease burden.

Figure 2C shows that despite
their limited impact globally and
in India, cancer (all types) received
substantial research attention due
to their pronounced effects on
high-income countries. While all
cancers contributed to less than
5% of India’s burden, they ac-
counted for nearly 22% of its re-
search publications.

Tuberculosis (TB) serves as an
example of a disease with a good
match in terms of its considerable
research focus relative to its bur-
den. With a 7% disease burden, In-
dia dedicates 5% of its publications
to TB. The rising threat of multi-
drug-resistant TB even intensifies
India’s commitment. (Figure 2D)

Figure 2E shows that India is
channeling significant research ef-
forts into diseases that have a less-
er immediate impact domestically
but pose a considerable global
threat. For instance, despite hav-
ing relatively low DALYs of malaria
(about 0.5%) and HIV/AIDS (about
1%), the share of both in India’s re-
search stands at about 2.5%.

Predominantly, research focus-
es are shaped by the health needs
of high-income countries due to
their significant market demand
that also drives private invest-
ments. Subsequently, prestigious
scientific journals, all based in the
global north, publish predomi-
nantly research on topics impor-
tant to the global north. This con-
sequently directs the flow of
health funding in the global south
away from its own needs.

Moumita Koley is an STI Policy Researcher,
DST-CPR, 1ISc, and Consultant, International
Science Council; Ismael Rafols is a senior
researcher at CWTS, University of Leiden,
and UNESCO Chair on Diversity and
Inclusion in Global Science

Mismatch

The data for the charts were
sourced from the World Health
Organization’s 2000-2019
‘Global Health Estimates’ on
DALYs and the paper titled,
“Priorities of health research in
India: evidence of misalignment
between research outputs and

disease burden”

I Relative disease burden
Share of health research

publications

Chart 1: India’s relative disease burden — a disease’s share in total DALYs between 2000 and 2019 — against the disease’s share in

health research publications on the diseases with the highest burden
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Neonatal conditions’ share in the DALY was 12.3%,

but its share in publications was only 1.3%

FIFTY YEARS AGO  AUGUST 28, 1973

Exchange regulation Bill to
cover foreign banks

Ne Delhi, Aug. 27: The Finance Minister, Mr. Y.B.
Chavan, said in the Lok Sabha to-day that the
Foreign Exchange Regulation Bill would be
“applicable to the foreign banks also, not in the
same way as other foreign companies but so far
as foreign exchange operations are concerned.”
Replying to the debate on the Foreign Exchange
Regulation Bill, which was later passed by the
House, Mr. Chavan said that nationalised banks
were doing only 30 per cent of the foreign
exchange business. He said evasion of
income-tax by foreign companies was taken care
of by the Reserve Bank of India and the
Department of Income-tax. The Bill aims at
consolidating the law regulating certain
payments, dealings in foreign exchange and
securities, transactions indirectly affecting
foreign exchange and the import and export of
currency and bullion for the conservation of the
foreign exchange resources and the proper
utilisation thereof in the interests of the
economic development of the country. The
House accepted seven official amendments in
Clause 28 of the Bill restricting permission of
any trade mark to be used by any person or

consideration, without the permission of the

Congress amendments were either withdrawn

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 28, 1923

London, Aug. 25: Details are now available
concerning the mutiny of Spanish troops at
Malaga owing to their objection to being sent to
fight in Morocco. The mutiny broke out just after
the arrival of a thousand soldiers of various
regiments on their way to Melilla. Two hundred
soldiers from Barcelona refused to embark.
After shooting an officer dead and wounding a

marched round the town shouting “Down with
war”. The garrison at Malaga assisted by the

expeditionary force managed to suppress the
revolt. Republicans, Socialists and Syndicalists
are carrying on a violent campaign in Spain

M ND-NDE

OfTTT*TTTITTTTTTTTTTTTT.T.'
FZ £2TFE R S ¥ 8L S5 DT REEL Y5 BLESE 5 TL L2 Y g% g PS5 o8 company for any direct or indirect
c2 Tao om ° o < L o= G o= =g vuv UL Sc < o e B= ® c3 9 cd ©
62 S2€£8 3 © & 3§ 89 os f£2 e $5 29 228 ¢ 92 s » E2 £ s§ S .
25 9¢ 55 3 £ 0EgR 02 g2 g8 82 T 2 g g = 22 5 3x 2 Reserve Bank. All other Opposition and
o - E [a] ,3 g g o O® A gg _\5 5‘ —7:0 Q:E % = % %,
] ° = & 2 © 2 >
8 = 2 @ 3 © § £ or rejected by the House.
- = <<
2 2 g
f=
*Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease = -
Chart 2A: Neonatal conditions Chart 2C: Cancer diseases
Chart 2: 30
The chart shows 15 S .
the relative disease 20 In paln
burden (estimated 10 10
by the share of l
disability-adjusted 0 . ™ -
life years) against 5 w HIC UMIC IN LIC
research efforts B
(estimated by the 0 Chart 2D: Tuberculosis
share of health w HIC UmIC N Lic 6
research 4
publications) for Chart 2B: Cardiovascular diseases
select diseases/ 2 j
conditions for the 20 0 .
world (W), W HIC umiC N LIC number of loyal soldiers, the mutineers
high-income 15
countries (HIC), Chart 2E: Malaria
upper middle-in- 10 10 et N
come countries Civil Guard and loyal soldiers of the
(UMIC), India (IN), 5 5
and lower income
countries (LIC) 0 0 . — .
w HIC UMIC IN LIC w HIC UMIC IN LIC against war.
L]
»




DELHI « www.thehindu.com « Monday, August 28, 2023

Text&Context
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The minimum export
price imposed on
Basmati exports
In $ per tonne.
l 200 Basmati rice
, exports below
minimum price is not allowed so as to

restrict “illegal” shipment of non-Basmati
rice in the garb of premium Basmati. p1i

The reduction in FDI
inflows during
April-June 2023

in percentage. FDI inflows
34 stood at $16.59 billion during

April-June 2022-23, the
Department for Promotion of Industry and

Internal Trade data show. FDI dipped from
countries including the U.S. and UAE. e

Damages sought by
Iran court from US. for
planning a coup

In $ million. The
330 damages were ordered

for “planning a coup”
against the newly established Islamic

republic in 1980, the judiciary said. arp
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The land (in hectares)

Farmer suicides in
Maharashtra’s
Chandrapur

A total of 54,514.65 hectares of
73 crops belonging to over 64,000

farmers in the district were
damaged due to the flood in June-July this
year. From 2001 to 2023, 1,148 farmers

have ended their lives in the district. e

scorched by wildfires
in Greece

74,000,

summers, southern European countries are
prone to wildfires. EU has blamed climate
change for their increasing frequency. ae
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The state of scholarships for minorities

What is the status of the various educational empowerment schemes for religious minorities? Why did the government scrap some of these programmes? How

will it widen the gap between minorities and the rest of the population?

Sumeda
ouilicyd .' ;;Etﬂdl on THE GIST
Inoriti
EXPLAINER _"_I.__ES .
The Sachar Committeewas
The story so far: constituted by the UPA

n the past few years, the Centre has

discontinued two key educational

schemes for religious minorities,

narrowed the scope of another and
gradually cut down on the expenditure
incurred on multiple programmes of the
Ministry of Minority Affairs.

Why are there scholarships for
religious minorities?

India is home to over 30 crore (20%)
people from religious minority
communities. These include six religions
notified under Section 2(c) of the National
Commission for Minorities Act, 1992.
Among them, Muslims make up the
largest religious minority but face
challenges in various sectors. Their
participation in salaried jobs is low and
many are engaged in the informal sector,
characterised by low wages, weak social
security and poor working conditions.

The Justice Rajinder Sachar Committee
was constituted by the UPA government
to look into the social, economic and
educational standing of Muslims in India.
In a comprehensive 400-page report
tabled in Parliament in 2006, the Sachar
Committee concluded that the Muslim
minority was neglected in almost all
dimensions of development. “By and
large, Muslims rank somewhat above
SC/ST but below Hindu OBCs [Other
Backward Classes], Other Minorities and
Hindu General [mostly upper castes] in
almost all indicators considered,” the
report stated.

Around the same time, the Manmohan
Singh-led UPA government accepted the
long-pending demand for a Ministry of
Minority Affairs in 2006. The new
Ministry was to “ensure a more focused
approach” on issues affecting the notified
minorities, especially “educational
empowerment, economic empowerment,
infrastructure development and special
needs.”

What are the welfare schemes?

Over the past 20 years, the Central
government has implemented roughly 10
schemes to provide educational
empowerment to religious minorities.

The Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme
was one of the first central sector
programmes implemented by the
Ministry of Minority Affairs. The
scholarship was initially awarded to
minority students from class 1to 10 and
ranged between 1,000 and 10,700 for
each selected candidate. The scheme has
now been discontinued for classes 1to 8,
only covering class 9 and 10 in its revised
form. The Post-Matric Scholarship
Scheme was for students of class 11 and
above (till Ph.D). It aimed to give minority
students access to quality higher
education, with a scholarship ranging
between 32,300 and %15,000. The funds
for this scheme increased from %515 crore
to 1,065 crore this fiscal year.

The Merit-cum-Means based
Scholarship Scheme targeted professional
and technical courses at undergraduate
and post-graduate levels. Eligible
candidates in any of the 85 institutes
listed under the scheme are reimbursed
full course fees, while those in other
institutions are reimbursed course fees
worth 320,000 per annum. The
scholarship scheme saw a major
reduction in funds in 2023-24. It was
allotted %44 crore this year, while last
year’s allotment was 3365 crore.

Another central sector scheme was the
Maulana Azad National Fellowship

(MANF). The scheme provided financial
CM
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Cut in funds: The Muslim Students Federation National Committee holding a nationwide protest against the revoking of MANF in 2022. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

assistance for five years to research
scholars pursuing M.Phil and Ph.D. from
institutions recognised by the University
Grants Commission (UGC). Under the
scheme, junior research fellows received
a grant of 331,000 for the first two years
while senior research fellows got 335,000
per month for the remaining tenure. The
MANF benefited over 6,700 candidates
between 2014-15 and 2021-22, with
¥738.85 crore paid before it was cancelled
in 2022.

The Padho Pardesh scheme was
launched to provide better opportunities
for higher education abroad, providing an
interest subsidy on education loans for
overseas studies to students belonging to
economically weaker sections of minority
communities. However, this scheme was
discontinued from 2022-23. The scheme
benefited 20,365 beneficiaries since its
inception in 2006.

The Begum Hazrat Mahal National
Scholarship was for meritorious girls to
pursue higher secondary education and
was provided by the Maulana Azad
Education Foundation (MAEF). The
scholarship has had zero allocation this
year. The Naya Savera was a separate
programme launched to provide free
coaching to minority students for
entrance to technical and professional
courses and competitive examinations. In
the Union Budget 2023-24, the scheme
was allotted T30 crore but the Centre has
since discontinued the scheme stating
that the New Education Policy 2020 does
not support coaching programmes.
Official records show that 1.19 lakh
students benefited under the scheme.

The Scheme for Providing Education to
Madrasas and Minorities (SPEMM), a
centrally sponsored umbrella
programme, has a sub-scheme, the
Scheme for Providing Quality Education
in Madrasas (SPQEM), under which
recognised madrasas receive financial
assistance to introduce ‘modern’ subjects
such as science, mathematics, social
studies, Hindi and English in their
curriculum. The scheme was allocated
%10 crore for the financial year 2023-24 —
more than 90% less than the allocation in
2022-23, which was %160 crore.

How much has the budget reduced?
An analysis of the latest Ministry of
Minority Affairs data shows that
beneficiaries of the first six central
educational schemes mentioned above

dropped by around 7% in three years,
between 2019 and 2022. While a total of
67.3 lakh minority students were awarded
scholarships in 2019-20, only 62.6 lakh
benefited in 2021-22. The MANF and the
Begum Hazrat Mahal National Scholarship
took the biggest hit during this period;
MANF beneficiaries dropped from 2,580
in 2019-20 to 2,061 in 2021-22, while girls
benefiting under the scholarship saw a
dip of 44% in three years.

The expenditure on the six schemes
also declined by 12.5%. Approximately,
2,186 crore was spent in 2021-22, while
the expenditure was 32,498 crore in
2019-20. The drop in minority students
getting educational aid is reflected in the
recent allocation of funds for the
Ministry’s schemes. The Budget allocation
for the Ministry of Minority Affairs this
fiscal reduced by 38% as compared to the
year 2022-23 when it was allocated
¥5,020.5 crore (revised to 32,612.6 crore).
The Ministry was allocated 3,097 crore
in the Union Budget 2023-24, of which
31,689 crore was earmarked for central
sector educational empowerment
schemes. More than 32,500 crore were
allocated for such schemes in 2022-23, but
there was a massive underutilisation of
funds even after the estimate was revised
to Z1,584 crore. For the pre-matric
scholarship, which has benefited the
maximum number of minority students,
the Ministry spent ¥43.95 crore out of the
revised estimate of I556 crore. Similarly,
29 crore was the actual expenditure on
post-matric scholarship when the budget
estimate was %515 crore. In 2021-22, while
31,350 crore was utilised for pre-matric
scholarships, the government spent 400
crore on the post-matric scheme.

The merit-cum-means scholarship for
professional and technical courses, one of
the few schemes that saw a rise in the
number of beneficiaries between 2019
and 2021, also faced funding cuts this
year. In comparison to the budget
estimate of 365 crore and the actual
expenditure of ¥34.9 crore in 202223, the
scheme was given 344 crore this year.
Grants-in-aid to the MAEF dropped from
%90 crore in 2021-22 to X1 lakh in 2022-23.

A 2022 report by the Centre for Budget
and Governance Accountability (CBGA)
highlighted a “declining trend” in the
share of the overall budget expenditure
towards minorities. The CBGA found that
the allocation of funds for the year
2022-23 was not in line with proportional

representation of minorities. It also
concluded that utilisation of the budget
under the scholarship schemes appeared
to take place in the last quarter of each
financial year, which meant that
beneficiaries were receiving their
scholarships only towards the end of the
academic year.

Why is educational aid necessary?

As pointed out by the Niti Aayog in its
Strategy Document-2018, affirmative
action is the need of the hour to improve
the socio-economic status of religious
minorities, particularly Muslims, who
continue to lag behind the rest of the
population in several areas. There is a
significant disparity in education
accessibility between Muslims and the
general population, with Muslim
representation in total enrolment
declining as one moves to higher levels of
education. Experts worry that scrapping
scholarships and limiting the scope of
others such as the pre-matric scholarship
and the Begum Hazrat Mahal National
Scholarship will adversely affect the
community and impact their enrolment
rate, which is already worrisome.

The highest proportion of out-of-school
children in the country belong to Muslim
communities (4.43%), followed by Hindus
(2.73%), Christians (1.52%) and others
(1.26%), according to the Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan data.

The All India Survey on Higher
Education (AISHE), 2020-2021, conducted
by the Ministry of Education, revealed
that Muslim students were significantly
behind other communities in terms of
higher education enrolment. While
overall enrolment recorded a 7.5%
increase, the enrolment of Muslim
students dropped from 5.5% (21 lakh) in
2019-20 to 4.6% (19.21 lakh) in the
academic year 2020-21. Of the total 4.13
crore college students, less than 20 lakh
Muslims are enrolled in higher education
institutes, the report showed.

What is the way forward?

Niti Aayog has suggested enhancing
pre-matric, post-matric and
merit-cum-means scholarships as well as
the MANF and national overseas
scholarships, recommending a 15%
annual increase from 2019-20. It also
recommended increasing the number of
scholarships for girls from minority
communities by 10% every year.

government to look into the
social, economic and
educational standing of
Muslims in India. In a
comprehensive 400-page
report tabled in Parliament in
2006, the Sachar Committee
concluded that the Muslim
minority was neglected in
almost all dimensions of
development.

v

An analysis of the latest
Ministry of Minority Affairs data
shows that beneficiaries of six
central educational schemes
such as the pre and
post-matric scholarship, the
Maulana Azad National
Fellowship etc dropped by
around 7% in three years,
between 2019 and 2022.

v

The Niti Aayog in its Strategy
Document-2018, points out
that affirmative action is the
need of the hour to improve
the socio-economic status of
religious minorities,
particularly Muslims.
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Why is Apple’s change of heart on ‘Right
to Repair’ movement a big policy shift?

The Cupertino-based company has endorsed a legislation which would allow users to repair their phones at third-party shops as it says that the Bill

in its current form would benefit users and protect their privacy and security

John Xavier

n August 24, Apple made a

surprise U-turn. The company

that was against the ‘right to

repair’ movement just a few
years ago became its newest convert. At
one point, Apple lobbyists reportedly told
Nebraska state lawmakers that giving
users unauthorised repair access would
make the State a “mecca” for hackers.
Now, the iPhone maker is backing a
crucial piece of legislation that will hand
consumers and third-party firms the right
to fix damaged electronic products.

In a letter to Senator Susan Eggman,
sponsor of California’s ‘right to repair’
bill, Apple endorsed the proposed
legislation in its current form as it sees the
law would benefit users and protect their
privacy and security. Apple’s support
“will calm a lot of worry from those who
are concerned about industry
compliance,” Hayley Tsukayama,
Associate Director, Legislative Activism at
Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF)
said.

“I certainly think it helps the Bill, and I
hope that it will make this Bill more
attractive to other States,” she added.

A shift in worldview
In an ideal world, if you buy a product,
you should be able to do anything you
want with it. But that idea of ownership
began to change at the start of this
millennium as U.S. lawmakers enacted
the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, or
DMCA, in the late 90s to stem intellectual
property theft. This was a time when
people were largely communicating with
each other through land-line phones.
Mobile handsets were just taking off and
dial up connections were enabling entry
into the world wide web.

No one could have predicted the

coming of a Internet-powered
smartphone era just a decade later.
Powerful hardware, backed by efficiently
and intricately designed software ushered
in the mobile telephone era that made
handsets smart, speakers talk, and
computers thin. The innovations were not
limited to communication-related
electronic gadgets. They were impacting
several sectors. Today, almost all
manufactured electronic products have a
microchip that is backed by well-designed
software. Proprietary software has
become all the rage as a growing number
of devices are dependent on nimble
software to perform tasks. And
corporations selling these devices make it
hard for consumers to repair them if they
fail to work.

In the U.S., large tech firms have made
it illegal for consumers and third-party
repairers to fix devices that are powered
by software codes. These firms took
refuge under DMCA to ensure products
they sold are only repaired by service
centres under their control. The DMCA,
which was enacted just two years before
the beginning of this millennium, offered
protection to Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEM) under Section 1201
of the Act by barring third-party repairers
from breaking software protection codes.

Copyright Office intervenes

But recently, the U.S. Copyright Office has
allowed users to fix devices, including
automobiles. In 2021, the office added
new exemptions to the Section by
allowing broad protection to consumer
devices that rely on software codes.

Apart from this, several other States in
the U.S. have enacted ‘right to repair’ laws
that allow consumers to repair their
devices to some degree. For example,
Massachusetts, Minnesota, New York, and
a dozen other U.S. States have passed

right to repair laws in different variations.
Additionally, 40 different States are said
to be working on legislations that will let
consumers repair their own products.

California is looking to enact its right to
repair law after a disappointing loss last
year. The SB 244 bill, combined with the
Song-Beverly Act, provides specific
guidelines on how long OEMs must
provide parts and repair support. The Bill
also covers a wide range of consumer
products that can be repaired without
taking it to a company-authorised service
centre. It enables the State to bring civil
action suits against manufacturers that
violate the law with a fine of upto $5,000
per day. Gaming consoles and alarm
systems are not covered under the bill
due to security concerns.

To assuage concerns from companies
over the use of intellectual property, this
legislation does not require OEMs to share
trade secrets or distribute a product’s
source code.

Apple’s remorse

The Cupertino-based company’s change
of heart is significant as, in the past, it had
been pulled up by antitrust regulators for
breaking consumer laws.

In 2018, Australia’s antitrust regulator
fined the company $9 million (AUD) in a
‘bricking’ case for using a software update
to lock hundreds of iPhones and iPads,
and then refusing to unlock them as the
devices were serviced by third-party
firms. The company later sought to
compensate users affected by the “error
53” by releasing a software patch to
unlock the devices.

But a growing chorus of ‘right to repair’
activists has been making large tech firms
like Apple play by rules. Two years ago,
the smartphone maker launched a
self-service repair programme that
allowed users to purchase parts and rent

tools to fix their gadgets. Now, the SB 244
legislation could add more weight to the
right to repair movement.

“The California bill is stronger than
what passed in New York,” Tsukayama of
EFF said. “It does differ from what passed
in Minnesota in a few ways - namely
California’s bill includes devices sold to,
for example, schools. It also builds on
California’s existing warranty law.”

A lesson for Tesla

While the ‘right to repair’ movement
continues to gain momentum, it is yet to
have an impact on automobile makers,
particularly Tesla, which is facing legal
cases in California. The world’s biggest
electric vehicle maker has been sued for
illegally restraining competition in car
maintenance and repair, making owners
spend a lot of money on fixing their cars.
The two lawsuits, filed in a federal court
in San Francisco in March, allege that the
EV maker designed cars and repair
policies in a way that will discourage
owners from using third-party shops that
are not under Tesla’s control. Such
policies result in excessive wait times,
which could have been minimised if the
owner had the option of taking their
vehicles to a local repair shop, the lawsuit
alleged. While it is unclear which way
these lawsuits will go, in the absence of a
federal law on the right to repair that
covers all consumer products,
corporations will continue wield undue
influence over buyers, even after selling
the product.

Big tech firm’s endorsement for such
legislations can help lawmakers “balance
the goals of consumer advocates and
companies” in making the legislative
process straightforward. “Having
everyone on board with a single solution
is a great way to smooth passage of laws,”
Ms. Tsukayama said
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60 years ago, on this day, Dr Martin Luther King made his famous “I have a dream”
speech. Here’s a quiz on speeches that have stood the test of time

Srinivasan Ramani

A

QUESTION 1

Which speech by a world renowned
statesman began with the words, “Long
years ago we made a tryst with
destiny...” and what was the occasion?
A

QUESTION 2

“.I do not fear prison, as | do not fear
the fury of the miserable tyrant who
took the lives of 70 of my comrades.
Condemn me. It does not matter.
History will absolve me”. These are the
last lines of a speech by which
revolutionary leader, made in 1953?

A

QUESTION 3

“I am here, therefore, to invite and
submit cheerfully to the highest penalty
that can be inflicted upon me for what

CM
K

in law is deliberate crime, and what
appears to me to be the highest duty of a
citizen.” What were the charges against
Mahatma Gandhi when he made this
speech and in which year was it made?
A

QUESTION 4

“Four score and seven years ago our
fathers brought forth on this continent, a
new nation, conceived in liberty, and
dedicated to the proposition that all men
are created equal”. Whose speech begins
with these words and what was the
occasion?

A

QUESTION 5

“The only thing we have to fear is fear
itself” — these are words that mark the
highlights of a leader’s speech dedicated
to a plan to tackle the Great Depression.
Who made this speech and in which
year?

A
Visual question:

Name this person who made a speech representing India before
the UN Security Council defending India’s rights to Kashmir and
in the process setting a record. What was the record?

Questions and Answers to the previous
day’s daily quiz: 1. Burton directed some of
the episodes of this popular Netflix show. Ans:
Wednesday

2. Tim Burton’s movies have this unique style.
Ans: Burtonesque

3. The number of times Burton and Johnny
Deep worked together. Ans: Eight

4. Burton is the author and illustrator of this
poetry book. Ans: The Melancholy Death of
Oyster Boy & Other Stories

5. The film which is not Burton’s: Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory, Alice in Wonderland,
Alice Through the Looking Glass, Dumbo.
Ans: Alice Through the Looking Glass

6. Burton began his career as an animator for
this studio. Ans: Walt Disney Studio

Visual: Identify the movie and the
voice-actors. Ans: The Corpse Bride; Johnny
Deep and Helena Bonham Carter

Early Birds: K. N. Viswanathan| Reva Desa|
Varghese Joseph
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Her brother
is terminally
online

The next few days are crucial for
the company. It could make or
break them financially

S. Upendran

“Don’t forget about the party tonight.
Please be there by 8 o’clock.”

“Is your new best friend, Shravasti,
coming?”

“She is coming. Her brother, however,
isn’t. Said he had a few things to do.”

“I’m not at all surprised. The guy
seldom steps out of the house. He’s
someone who is terminally online.”

“Terminally online? Does it mean
someone who works on the computer a
lot?”

“The person is someone who spends a
lot of time on the internet.”

“In other words, instead of talking to
the people around him, he carries on
conversations with total strangers.”

“I guess you could say that! Most of his
conversations take place online. He has
very little face to face interaction. ”

“I have a twenty-year-old niece who is
terminally online.”

“Every family has one, I suppose! The
expression is mostly used in informal
contexts to show disapproval.”

“Shravasti tells me that her brother
hasn’t set a foot in their garden in nearly
six months.”

“That’s understandable. People who
are terminally online seldom step out of
their room. By the way, it’s ‘set foot’, and
not ‘set a foot’. You cannot...”

“What?”

“You said, ‘set a foot in their garden’.
The brother hasn’t set foot in their
garden. Do you know what the expression
‘set foot in” means?”

“When you set foot in a place, you
enter it.”

“Very good! I haven’t set foot in a
theatre since 2019.”

“Really? That’s a long time. ”

“After paying the bill, Naresh informed
the waiter that he’d never set foot in the
restaurant again.”

“Naresh! What’s he up to these days?
Has he finally come to his senses and
taken up a full-time job?”

“No, he hasn’t! He finds a full-time job
boring. He’s keeping himself busy with his
inventions.”

“He’s lucky that his parents are willing
to support him.”

“They’ve told him that they’ll finance
his crazy projects till the end of the year.
After that, he’s on his own.”

“It’s about time they did it. So, the next
few months can either make or break
Naresh.”

“Make or break? What are you talking
about?”

“The expression ‘make or break’ is
mostly used in informal contexts. When
you say that something can either make
or break you, what you’re suggesting is
that it is something that can result in
either great success or abject failure.”

“I see. The proposal that Sheba is
putting forward tomorrow is very
important. It'll make or break her career.”

“That’s a good example.”

upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day

Eschew:
avoid and stay away from deliberately;
stay clear of

Synonym: shun

Usage: He asked them to eschew violence.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/eschewpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: JesTu:/
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‘Adopt soft stance on
tribal, student unrest’

Another official said that the Minister had asked
the police to be cautious, as the matters and cases
related to tribal people could be misused by “vest-
ed interests” to create trouble in parts of the

country.

In July, Mr. Shah assured a delegation from Na-
galand, led by Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio, that tri-
bal areas would be exempted from the purview of

a Uniform Civil Code.

In 2019, most parts of northeastern India were
exempted from the yet-to-be-implemented Citi-
zenship Amendment Act (CAA). The tribal areas
of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram or Tripura which
are included in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitu-
tion and the entire States of Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland and Manipur are exempt from the provi-
sions of the CAA, a law that fast-tracks citizenship
to undocumented migrants belonging to six non-
Muslim communities from Pakistan, Bangladesh

and Afghanistan.

Police input on criminal codes

A Ministry statement about the conference, issued
on August 25, said that Mr. Shah had urged the top
police officers of the country that they should be
ready to implement the new criminal laws at the
grassroots once they are passed by Parliament.

A third official said that the Home Minister
sought suggestions from the members present at
the conference regarding the three new criminal
codes. “He said that the Bills that have been intro-
duced in Parliament are not final and any con-
structive suggestions could be accommodated. He
said since the police officers have vast experience
in the field, they could help in improvising the

codes,” the official said.

Dalit youth’s murder in
M.P. triggers political row

When she tried to help her son, she herself was at-
tacked and the group of men tried to disrobe her,

she said.

Her son was subsequently rushed to the Bun-
delkhand Medical College in Sagar district, where
the doctors declared him dead on arrival.

The Congress reacted sharply to the incident.
“A Dalit youth was beaten to death in Sagar dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh. The goons did not even
spare his mother,” Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge posted on X (formerly Twitter). “The
Prime Minister, who is pretending to build Sant
Ravidas temple in Sagar, does not even break his
silence on Dalit and tribal oppression and injus-
tice happening continuously in Madhya Pradesh.
The Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh tries to
hide his crime by washing the feet of the underpri-
vileged only in front of the camera... But the BJP
has made M.P. a laboratory of Dalit atrocities,” the

post said.

Dalits in M.P. faced a “terrible scenario”, BSP
chief Mayawati had said in a post on X on Satur-

day.

Well-wishers of Cong.,
Left parties lead talks
for alliance in Telangana

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

After Telangana Chief Mi-
nister K. Chandrashekar
Rao refused to acknow-
ledge the Left parties’ in-
terest for a poll alliance
and announced the first list
of candidates for the up-
coming Assembly election,
well-wishers of the Con-
gress and Left parties are
trying to create space for
both the groups to come to
an understanding.

No official stand

Some political activists
from both the Congress
and the Left parties — CPI
and CPI (M) — discussed
the possibilities of an al-
liance though officially
leaders of both these
groups have remained si-
lent so far.

The initial talks only
stressed the need for an al-
liance to defeat Mr. Rao
and apparently was taken
at the initiative of AICC in-
charge for Telangana Ma-
nikrao Thakare.

Munugode bypoll
The Left parties are angry
with Mr. Rao for ‘cheating’
and ‘neglecting’ them after
‘using’ them in the Munu-
gode bypoll to defeat the
Bharatiya Janata Party.
“They believed that KCR
would give them respecta-
ble seats in the Assembly
elections while taking their

CM
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help in Munugode,” a se-
nior Congress leader in fa-
vour of an alliance said.

CPI State secretary Ku-
namneni Sambasiva Rao
confirmed to the media
that some back-channel
talks were on but there was
no discussion officially bet-
ween the parties so far.

He said CPI and CPI (M)
have already decided to
work together and they
will wait for something
concrete to emerge from
the Congress’ side on seat

sharing.
Mr. Manikrao Thakare,
when contacted said,

“Whenever there is a mes-
sage from the Left parties
our TPCC president and
CLP leader and others will
sit and work on it,” he said
without revealing about
the back-end channels
creating the space for it

The talks would, howev-
er, not be a smooth affair
as the Left parties would
seek at least 10 seats in
Khammam and Nalgonda
where they have a good
presence. But Congress it-
self is strong in these two
districts with top leaders
like Bhatti Vikramarka, Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy, Komati-
reddy Venkata Reddy, and
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy
in total control of those
two districts. Moreover,
the aspirants are many in
these districts. Accommo-
dating them would be a
tough task.

IAF holds study to identify
transport fleet requirement

The Air Force has sought information from manufacturers on an aircraft with load-carrying capacity between 18 tonnes

and 30 tonnes; the study may take six months to finish, says source; so far, the force has received RFI from three companies

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

he Indian Air Force
I (IAF), which is
looking to procure

medium transport aircraft
(MTA), is carrying out a
comprehensive study to
identify the current and fu-
ture payload-carrying re-
quirements of the force.

It has already issued a
Request For Information
(RFI) to global manufactur-
ers for an aircraft with
load-carrying capacity bet-
ween 18 tonnes and 30
tonnes.

The 2020 stand-off with
China in eastern Ladakh
has changed the nature of
airlift and support for the
Army required in high-alti-
tude areas, two officials in-
dependently stated.

Talks with vendors

“There is a need to identify
the current payload-carry-
ing capacity. IAF is also in
discussions with vendors.
The study is ongoing and
should take about six
months to be completed,”
an official source said.

This comes as several of
the legacy transport fleets
are in need of replace-
ment. The exact require-
ments of the MTA would be

The first C-295 transport aircraft manufactured for the Indian Air Force at the Airbus facility in Seville,
Spain. It is scheduled to be delivered in September. DINAKAR PERI

finalised based on the out-
come of the study, the
source stated.

The RFI for a MTA was
issued in December 2022
and the deadline to res-
pond was extended till
March 31, 2023. There are
three responses to the RFI,
officials confirmed.

These include Airbus
A-400M, Lockheed Martin
C-130, and Embraer C-390.
Among them, the A-400M
has a maximum carrying
capacity of 37 tonnes, the
C-130 close to 20 tonnes,
and the C-390 up to 26
tonnes.

The MTA could become
a potential replacement for

a part of the much-smaller
AN-32s in service and
could also replace the larg-
er IL-76, which is also being
looked into.

For instance, from the
experiences of the stand-
off, the Army is looking to
procure a light tank weigh-
ing up to 25 tonnes for de-
ployment in the mountains
especially in eastern La-
dakh. So, the IAF needs a
sizeable number of aircraft
to airlift them and the MTA
with the requisite load ca-
pacity can cater to that,
several officials noted.
There is a huge gap in car-
rying capacities at the mo-
ment with the current air-

craft which needs to be
adjusted, one of the offi-
cials said.

An earlier project to
jointly co-develop and pro-
duce an MTA of 20 tonnes
with Russia to replace the
An-32s was scrapped a few
years ago after initial de-
sign discussions, as report-
ed by The Hindu earlier.

The transport fleet of
the IAF currently consists
of over 100 AN-32s, Avros,
IL-76 heavy transporters,
IL-78 mid-air refuelling
tankers from Russia, as
well as 12 C-130J Super Her-
cules and 11 C-17 Globemas-
ter strategic airlift aircraft
from the U.S. Of these, the

IL-76 has a capacity to lift
45-50 tonnes and the C-17
up to 70 tonnes.

In September 2021, the
Defence Ministry signed a
%21,935-crore contract with
Airbus and Space S.A.,
Spain, for procurement of
56 C-295MW transport air-
craft to replace the Avro
aircraft in service which is
being executed in partner-
ship with Tata Advanced
Systems Ltd. and a Final
Assembly Line is being set
up in Vadodara, Gujarat, as
part of the deal. The first
C-295 aircraft is scheduled
to be delivered to the IAF
in September.

The C-295 has a capacity
of nine tonnes and can car-
ry up to 71 troops or 50 pa-
ratroopers. Part of the
AN-32 fleet could be re-
placed with C-295s which
are of a similar category,
officials stated.

While the RFI did not
specify the number of MTA
required, vendors have
been asked to provide
“Rough Order of Magni-
tude [ROM] cost of aircraft
and associated equip-
ment” for a batch of 40,
60, and 80 aircraft.

Officials said the num-
ber required is being as-
sessed and the study will

specify it.

Call to defer
Manipur
Assembly
session

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Two tribal organisations in
the ethnic conflict-hit Ma-
nipur have slammed the
convening of the fourth As-
sembly session on August
29, stating that the prevail-
ing situation was not con-
ducive for the 10 Kuki-Zo
MLAs to attend.

The 10 MLAs, including
seven from the BJP, had
earlier said it would not be
safe for them to attend the
session in Imphal Valley,
the Meitei-dominated seat
of power in Manipur.

The two organisations —
the Committee on Tribal
Unity and the Indigenous
Tribal Leaders Forum -
primarily represent the Ku-
ki-Zo communities.

Seeking postponement
of the session, they said
the move to convene the
Assembly session amid
“absolute anarchy” in the
State instead of controlling
the violence was absolute-
ly unacceptable. “If the go-
vernment is really con-
cerned about bringing
back normalcy, it should
own moral responsibility
and resign,” they said.

Congress  Legislature
Party leader and three-
time Chief Minister Okram
Ibobi said a one-day ses-
sion would not be able to
address the burning issues
that the State is facing.

‘Rail coach that caught fire in Madurai
was inspected twice for safety aspects’

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

The railway coach that
went up in flames in Madu-
rai on Saturday, leaving
nine passengers dead and
a few others injured, was
inspected twice for safety
requirements and cleared
for operation in the past 10
days.

Sources in Southern
Railway said the sleeper
class coach booked online
through the IRCTC by a tra-
vel agency, which organ-
ised the tour, was inspect-
ed to ascertain safety
parameters and proper
functioning of amenities at
Izzatnagar (North Eastern
Railway) on August 16 and
Mysuru on August 21.

After each inspection,
officials of the Mechanical

Department issued the
brake power certificate va-
lid for five days.

“The coach was due for
renewal of BPC at Madurai
on Sunday. In the earlier
two inspections, had the
coach maintenance staff
noticed LPG cylinders,

-

Atourist being taken to the Madurai airport after treatment on

Sunday. G. MOORTHY

they would have removed
them. It is possible that the
agent removed the cylin-
ders from the coach before
sending them to the pit line
for inspection and certifi-
cation,” a senior railway of-
ficial said.

The early morning fire
occurred on one side of the
coach parked in the Madu-
rai station yard. A suspect-
ed cylinder blast took
place when a cook or pas-
senger aboard attempted
to make coffee. “The food
grains, vegetables, vessels,
etc. found in the coach re-

veal that the travel agent
had engaged cooks to pro-
vide food for the passen-
gers,” the official who did
not want to be quoted said.

The coach was carrying
63 persons, including the
travel agent. “A majority of
the passengers got down
from the train when it ar-
rived in Madurai. There
were about 20 still in the
coach either sleeping or
preparing to start the day
when the fire occurred.
Since exits of one end was
locked and there was fire
too, passengers rushed to-

wards the other exit and a
few managed to escape.”

Booked from Lucknow
The private party coach
was booked from Lucknow
on August 17 and was sche-
duled to proceed to Chen-
nai by Train No. 16824
Ananthapuri Express on
Sunday. Enquiries made
with railway officials re-
vealed that the agent had
given an undertaking that
he would not carry any in-
flammable materials in the
coach.

A few Travelling Ticket
Examiners (TTEs) to whom
The Hindu spoke on Sun-
day said they had no man-
date to check a Full Tariff
Coach or private tourist
coach booked through
IRCTC. “These coaches are
attached as last vehicle and
we don’t even come to
know that they are part of
the train. The loco pilot,
train manager and station
masters of the originating
and destination stations
are given advanced intima-
tion about such move-
ments,” a senior TTE said.

Registrations open
for BusinessLine
Cerebration Quiz

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Registrations for the 20t
edition of The Hindu Busi-
nessLine Cerebration Cor-
porate Quiz, 2023, a presti-
gious corporate  quiz
championship presented
by JK Tyre Ranger Series,
are now open.

Corporate executives,
business  professionals,
MBA aspirants, and stu-
dents from India’s B-
Schools can participate.

Registration for the quiz
will remain open till Sep-
tember 8. Participants will
be asked to answer 20
questions to qualify for the
regional round, and the
top six contestants from
each city will compete in
the virtual regional finals
from September 9 to Oc-
tober 22. On October 29,
winners of the regional fi-
nals from six cities will bat-
tle it out for the coveted tit-
le at an in-person event in
Mumbai. Winners will take
home prize money worth
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up to %.5 lakh. The first
prize is ¥75,000, second
prize 350,000, and third
prize 325,000.

To participate in the
preliminaries, scan the QR
code or visit bit.ly/
BLquiz2023.

The Cerebration Corpo-
rate Quiz 2023 is spon-
sored by title partner JK
Tyre Ranger Series, in as-
sociation with BSE, and as-

sociate  partners  SBI,
Greyon Cos-

metics, and an
Parker Pens. Q I.‘-E_h
The TV Y
partner  is
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Indian English poet
Jayanta Mahapatra
passes away in Cuttack

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

Jayanta Mahapatra, one of
India’s best known English
poets, passed away at a
hospital in Cuttack on Sun-
day. He was 95.

The legendary poet left
an imprint in Indian En-
glish poetry with his writ-
ings spanning over 50
years. Expressing grief,
Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik said the poet was a ge-
nius writer in both English
and Odia literature.

Mahapatra, a physics
teacher, fell in love with
English poetry in his late
30s. After publishing his
first collection Swayamva-
ra and Other Poems in 1971,

Jayanta Mahapatra

he never looked back. His
work Close the Sky Ten by
Ten catapulted him to the
top league of writers.

He was given the Sahi-
tya Akademi Award for his
poem Relationship in 1981.
He was awarded the Pad-
ma Shri in 2015. He, ho-
wever, offered to return
the honour in protest
against the rising intole-
rance in the country.

SC to hear plea on minimum distance
needed between liquor shops, schools

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has de-
cided to examine a plea by
a Puducherry-based liquor
outlet to clear the haze on
the minimum distance that
liquor vends need to main-
tain from religious or edu-
cational institutions in
municipal areas.

A three-judge Bench
headed by the Chief Justice
of India D.Y. Chandrachud
issued notice on a petition
filed by Alankar Wines of
Puducherry, represented
by advocates P.B. Suresh
and Vipin Nair, which said
the issue was “vexed”. Li-
quor outlets face the brunt
of the uncertainty. The At-
torney-General of India has
agreed to appear for the
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In 2018, the court le

ft it to the States to determine the location of

liquor vends in their municipal jurisdictions. N. RAJESH

Puducherry government in
the case.

The Bench scheduled
the case for hearing after
four weeks.

In December 2016, in
the case of Tamil Nadu Vs
K. Balu, the apex court had
prohibited liquor outlets

within 500 m of a national
or State highway or of a
service lane along the high-
way. In March 2017, the
court brought down the
distance from 500 to 220
metres in local body areas
with a population of
20,000 people or less.

In February 2018, the
court left it to the discre-
tion of the State govern-
ment concerned to deter-
mine the location of liquor
vends in their municipal
jurisdictions.

The plea said that the al-
legation against the peti-
tioner establishment is
that it has violated the Pu-
ducherry Excise Rules,
which prohibit liquor out-
lets within 50 metres of re-
ligious or educational insti-
tutions in municipal areas
and 100 metres in other
areas. Alankar Wines ar-
gued that it is not located
in a prohibited zone. In
fact, the government’s own
liquor beverage unit had
been operating at the same
location between 2017 and
2022.
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Don’t treat countries merely as a
market, PM tells global industry

Modi says businesses must focus on improving the purchasing power of people, underlining that a self-centric approach

will harm everyone; PM moots International Consumer Care Day; pitches India as a solution to supply chain woes

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Sunday cautioned

global businesses against
treating countries only as a
market, and urged them to
move beyond their focus
on bottomlines as a ba-
lance between the inter-
ests of producers and con-
sumers was vital to sustain
a profitable market.
Pointing to the “irrever-
sible disruptions in the glo-
bal supply chain” after the
pandemic, he questioned
the efficiency of such sup-
ply chains that failed to
work when the world re-
quired it the most and pre-
sented India as a trustwor-
thy solution to such
disruptions that the world
is dealing with today.
Addressing the closing
session of the B20 Summit
India, Mr. Modi mooted a

1 i

Action plan: Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the B20 Summit
India 2023 in New Delhi on Sunday. ANI/ PIB

reboot of the traditional
“brand and sales” ap-
proach to business. He said
that businesses must focus
on improving the purchas-
ing power of people, un-
derlining that a “self-cen-
tric> approach would
harm everyone.

“As a business, we also
have to focus on creating
an ecosystem that will be-
nefit us in the long term.
Now, due to the policies
implemented by India in
the past few years, 13.5

crore people have come
out of poverty in just five
years. These people are
the new consumers. This
neo middle class is also giv-
ing momentum to India’s
growth,” Mr. Modi noted.
Treating other countries
only as a market will not
work and even harm pro-
ducing countries sooner or
later, he warned, stressing
that the way forward was
to make “everyone equal
partners in this progress”.
Businesses, he said,

should be more consumer-
centric, whether the con-
sumer was an individual or
a country that is using glo-
bal goods and services,
and suggested an annual
“International Consumer
Care Day” that can en-
hance trust between pro-
ducers and buyers.

While March 15 is desig-
nated as World Consumer
Rights Day, he said: “When
we talk about consumer
rights, should not we also
be mindful of consumer
care as it will automatically
take care of many consum-
er rights issues? We should
definitely think about a sys-
tem for ‘International Con-
sumer Care Day’. Every
year, can global businesses
come together to pledge
themselves for the good of
the consumers and their
markets?”

Terming the uneven
availability of critical mate-
rial and rare earth metals

as a similar challenge, Mr.
Modi said: “If those who
have them do not look at
them as global responsibil-
ity then it will promote a
new model of colonialism.”

Linking the future of
global growth to the future
of business, he said that in-
dustry can transform po-
tential into prosperity, ob-
stacles into opportunities
and aspirations into
achievements. “Whether
they are small or big, glo-
bal or local, business can
ensure progress for eve-
ryone,” he averred.

The proliferation of
cryptocurrencies and the
emergence of Artificial In-
telligence (AI) posed fresh
issues that could pose “po-
tential disruptions in diffe-
rent sectors” and needed
an integrated approach
with a global framework so
that all stakeholders’ con-
cerns are duly addressed,
he said.

Government imposes
restrictions on export
of Basmati rice

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union government on
Sunday halted the export
of Basmati rice valued at
less than $1,200 a tonne to
restrict possible “illegal”
shipment of plain white
rice by wrongly classifying
it as Basmati rice.

The export of non-Bas-
mati white rice was prohi-
bited on July 20, citing the
rise in domestic prices.

The Union Commerce
Ministry said it had direct-
ed the Agricultural & Pro-
cessed Food Products Ex-
port Development
Authority (APEDA), the
agency responsible for reg-
ulation of export of Basma-
ti rice, that contracts for
Basmati exports with a va-
lue of $1,200 and above
should be registered for is-
sue of registration-cum-al-
location certificate (RCAC).

It also asked the APEDA
that contracts with a value
below $1,200 a tonne may
be kept in abeyance and

evaluated by a committee
to be set up by the APEDA
Chairman for understand-
ing the variation in prices
and use of this route for ex-
port of non-Basmati white
rice. “It has been noted
that there has been large
variation in the contract
price of Basmati being ex-
ported with lowest con-
tract price being $359 per
MT in backdrop of average
export price of $1214 per
MT during August,” the Mi-
nistry said.

The Ministry directed
the committee to submit its
report within one month,
and said a decision on low-
er price exports of Basmati
can be taken based on the
report. The Ministry also
directed the APEDA to
hold consultations with
traders to sensitise them to
the matter and work with
them to discourage any use
of the window for export of
non-Basmati white rice.

In September 2022, the
Centre banned the export
of broken rice.

NLU-Delhi to
meet House
panel on new
criminal codes

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Law Universi-
ty (NLU), Delhi has been in-
vited to make a presenta-
tion before the
Parliamentary  Standing
Committee on Home Af-
fairs on the three new cri-
minal codes, Vice-Chancel-
lor G.S. Bajpai has said.

He was speaking at the
10th convocation of the
NLU on Saturday.

“NLU, Delhi, through
the Committee for Reforms
in Criminal Law, spear-
headed the ongoing crimi-
nal law reforms... It is hear-
tening to note that several
progressive provisions in
the Bills recently intro-
duced in Parliament were
inspired by the committee
recommendations. We
have also been invited to
make a presentation be-
fore the recently constitut-
ed parliamentary commit-
tee on the subject of
amended laws,” Professor
Bajpai said.

Kargil gears up for
first elections after
August 5, 2019

Peerzada Ashi
SRINAGAR

The upcoming hill council
elections in Kargil are set
to reflect the mood of the
region post August 5, 2019.
They are the first polls to
be held since the Union go-
vernment carved out La-
dakh from the erstwhile
State of Jammu and Kash-
mir and made it a Union
Territory without an As-
sembly.

The elections to the 30-
member Ladakh Hill Deve-
lopment  Council-Kargil
(LAHDC-K), which looks
after local governance is-
sues, are going to be a di-
rect contest between the
National Conference (NC)-
Congress combine and the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

The polls to 26 seats are
scheduled for September
10. The other four seats are

nominated.

The constituents of the
People’s Alliance for the
Gupkar Declaration
(PAGD), an amalgam of re-
gional parties fighting for
the restoration of the pre-
August 5, 2019 position in
J&K, have decided not to
contest the polls together.
They had contested the
District Development
Council polls in Jammu
and Kashmir together in
2020.

“The PAGD was never
an electoral alliance but a
grouping for a larger
cause... In Kargil, we have
decided to ally with the
Congress,” National Confe-
rence (NC) leader Tanvir
Sadiq said .

The NC and the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP)
are the two main consti-
tuents of the PAGD. The
PDP will not contest the
election.

Dalit man beaten to
death in Maharashtra
over suspected theft

Press Trust of India
JALNA/MUMBAI

A 25-year-old Dalit man
was allegedly beaten to
death on suspicion of steal-
ing a two-wheeler in Jalna
district of Maharashtra, fol-
lowing which four persons
were arrested on Sunday,
the police said.

The incident occurred
on Saturday night in Ja-
waskheda village, an offic-
er said.

“Four persons caught
hold of Siddharth Mandale
on suspicion that he was
stealing a two-wheeler. He
was mercilessly beaten and
was thrown into a quarry
to die,” the officer said.

A case has been regis-
tered under various Sec-
tions of the Indian Penal
Code, including 302 (pun-

ishment for murder), and
the Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes (Pre-
vention of Atrocities) Act,
the officer said.

Four hung upside down
In a separate incident, four
Dalit men were allegedly
hung upside down from a
tree and beaten with sticks
by six persons on Friday
on suspicion of stealing a
goat and some pigeons at a
village in Ahmednagar dis-
trict, the police said.

A video of the incident
that took place in Hare-
gaon village of Shrirampur
taluka surfaced on social
media, following which the
police on Saturday arrest-
ed one person in connec-
tion with the attack, while
five others are absconding,
an officer said.

BJP feeling threatened by INDIAS unity, says Nitish Kumar

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

Ahead of the third meeting
of the Indian National De-
velopmental, Inclusive Al-
liance (INDIA) in Mumbai,
Janata Dal(U) leader and
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Sunday said the
BJP leaders were feeling
threatened by the unity of

the Opposition.

“They (BJP) know very
well that Opposition par-
ties were earlier scattered
and now all the political
parties are united after my
initiative. They are feeling
threatened because they
will have to face loss due to
Opposition getting united.
This is also the reason the
BJP leaders keep attacking

me, but I really don’t care
what they say about me
and I will keep working,”
Mr. Kumar told reporters
after inspecting construc-
tion work in Patna.

The first two meetings
of the INDIA bloc were
held in Patna and Bengalu-
ru. The third one is sche-
duled to be held on August
31 and September 1.

The third meeting of
the INDIA bloc of
Opposition parties is
scheduled to be held
in Mumbai

Mr. Kumar reiterated
that he did not have any
ambition for himself ex-
cept uniting the Opposi-

tion. He said that a few
more parties were likely to
join the Mumbai meeting.
“I will be going to Mum-
bai for the third meeting
and discussion will take
place on several issues.
Some more political par-
ties would be joining the
meeting. Finalisation of
some issues would take
place and I also want that

discussion should take
place on who will contest
from which seat,” he said.

Last week, Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal chief Lalu Prasad
said that everything had
been finalised and the
Mumbai meeting could
probably be the final meet-
ing of the alliance as little
time was left for the Lok
Sabha election.
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Online Tenders is invited by the Tender Inviting Authority, Tamilnadu Medical Services
Corporation Ltd., Chennai— 600008, for the supply of Speciality Drugs from the Licensed Manufacturers
having three years Market Standing and holding Good Manufacturing Practice Certificate (as per revised
Schedule-“M”) issued by the Drug Control Authority. Direct Importers holding a valid Import License and
experienced in the field for a minimum period of three years and Loan Licensees having valid Loan
License are also eligible to participate in this tender.

Date and time

Sl it e-Tender Tender e-Tender of online
- Description Floating Submission .
No. Reference . . opening of
Period Duration . A
Technical Bids
Online Tender for the supply
of Speciality Drugs to e-016/M(P)/SPL- | 28.08.2023 at | 11.09.2023
1. | TNMSC Ltd.. under rate DRUG/ 400 PMto |at10.00 AMto| 03.10.2023
" | contract systéi’n for one year TNMSC/2023, 03.10.2023 03.10.2023 at 4.00 PM
from the date of acceptance Dated. 28.08.2023 | upto 3.00 PM | upto 3.00 PM

The Prebid meeting is to be held on 04.09.2023 at 11.30 AM at the office of Tamil Nadu Medical
Services Corporation Limited, No.417, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Chennai—600008.

The tender document can be downloaded and the tender shall be submitted at
https://tntenders.gov.in/. The tender document can also be downloaded at www.tnmsc.tn.gov.in for
reference purpose. Tender Inviting Authority /
DIPR/4748/Tender/2023 General Manager (Drugs)
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CIN: L65110TN1921PLC001908 Registered office: 57, V. E. Road,
Thoothukudi - 628 002. Phone: 0461-2325136, 2321929 (E)
Website: www.tmb.in | Email: shareholders@tmbank.in

Equity Shares held".

Thoothukudi
August 27,2023

CORRIGENDUM FOR THE ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2022-23

This corrigendum is being issued to the Annual Report 2022-23, which was sent / despatched to the shareholders

on August 12, 2023 through email / post. The Annual report shall now be read with the following amendments:

(a) InPage No.37, first para, second line, which reads as,“The Gross Advances of the Bank increased from 33,748.17
crores as on 31.03.2022 to ¥37,582.53 crores as on 31.03.2023." shall be read as, “The Gross Advances of the
Bank increased from ¥33,748.17 crores as on 31.03.2022 to 37,582.11 crores as on 31.03.2023”

(b) In page No.53, under S.No.51. Corporate Governance Report and Certificate, second para, third line, “M/s. Suri
& Co, Practicing Chartered Accountant” shall be read as“M/s. SPNP Associates, Practicing Company Secretaries”.

(c) In page No.67, the compliance status of S.No.5 of the table, shall be read as “NA”instead of “Yes".

(d) In page No.92, S.No. 5 of the table - Top ten employees in terms of remuneration drawn during the Financial
Year 2022-23, the remuneration of Shri.S.Krishnan shall be read as “34.30” instead of “34.36” and the last
column heading shall be read as “Number of Equity Shares held as on 31.03.2023" instead of “Percentage of

(e) The number of shares held by Directors (Page No.102) and shareholders holding more than 1% (Page No.140),
was incorrect / incomplete and the same are rectified.
(f) In'some places, the symbol “Z in crores” or “Z in Lakhs” etc., is now included or removed as applicable
This corrigendum shall form an integral part of the Annual Report 2022-23 and shall be available in the Bank’s
website www.tmb.in, the website of National Securities Depository Limited (‘NSDL) at www.evoting.nsdl.com
and the Stock Exchanges i.e., BSE Limited and National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.bseindia.com and
www.nseindia.com, respectively
For Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Limited

Company Secretary and Compliance Officer

Sd/-
Prakash Chandra Panda

11.09.2023 BT 14:30 o1 AP ST AT & | STgd MfaerpR fORga a1 & fog g9 Jarse

Www.isro.gov.in T www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO <% |

On behalf of President of India, ltem Rate tenders are invited through e-tendering for “Arresting roof leakages by PU
treatment & wall dampness in 90 Qtrs, PHC- " (T/C-23-059, Est. cost ¥ 70.06 Lakhs); “Demolition of (54 Nos) D2 type
Qtrs @ PCN” (T/C-23-060, Est. cost ¥ 18.89 Lakhs); “Providing Aluminium partition of P3 & P4 Radar” (T/C-23-061,
Est. cost ¥ 5.47 Lakhs); “Construction of 2 rooms, SDSC SHAR” (T/C-23-062, Est. cost X 7.45 Lakhs). Tender documents
can be downloaded up to 11.09.2023, 14:30 hrs. Interested tenderers may visit www.isro.gov.in or
www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO for details.

BEIERT- g yo, Higasll / gasigasd 3R / Sd/- GROUP HEAD, CMG / SDSC SHAR

IndianOil

www.smvdu.ac.in

G2@ 6w 06006
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University

Kakryal, Katra-182320 (UT of J&K)
Approved by UGC u/s 2 (f) & 12 (B) as State University; Estd. through J&K State Legislature Act in 1999

SPOT ROUND FOR ADMISSIONS
FOR PG & INTEGRATED PROGRAMS (2023-24)

SPOT Round for Admissions for the few left-over seats in following programs for the Academic Session
2023-24 shallbe conducted for 5th Sept., 2023 (Tuesday). Candidates interested in seeRing admission are
required to report in person to the Office of Head of the concerned School, SMVD University Campus on
the specified date at 10:00 A.M. onwards and fill the Application Form (along with application fee of
Rs. 1,500/-. Those who have already submitted their application forms along with the fee earlier for
the AY 2023-24 need not to pay the application fee again) and appear for the selection process.

M.Tech. (Computer Science & Eng,
Electronics & Communication Eng.
Mechanical Eng., Energy Systems)

Postgraduate Programs M.Sc. (Physics, Biotechnology,

. Mathematics)
(02 Vears Full Time) M.A. ( English, Philosophy,
Sanskrit in Vedic Studies)

MBA
Integrated Programs B.Sc., M.Sc. B.A., M.A.
B.A. (Hons); M.A./B.SC. (Hons){ Kot ematics, Physics, Economics,
M.SC./ BBA (Hons) - MBA lotechnology glsh,

Philosophy

(05 Years Full Time) BBA-MBA

IndianOQil

CIN : L23201MH1959G0I1011388
Research & Development Centre, Faridabad

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
IndianOil intends to procure commercial Reactor along with jacketed electrical
heater, Electrical Feed Pre-Heater, Knife Gate Valve, Screw Conveyor and
Scrapper/Agitator. IndianOil invites EOI for identification of Vendor(s) for
supply of these items through a tender subsequently. The interested vendors

The candidates are required to bring all relevant documents in original along with one copy of self-
attested documents. For Eligibility Criteria & Fee details payable at the time of Spot Round admission
pleaserefer detailed advertisement as available on the University website www.smvdu.ac.in.

In addition to above, the University also offers the following Under Graduate Programs. In case of seats
remaining unfilled in Under Graduate Programs, the Spot round for said programs shall be conducted

separately.
Computer Science & Eng. | Electronics & Communication Eng.
Mechanical Eng. | Civil Eng. | Electrical Eng.

Scholarships are available based on Academic Performance in each semester

B.Tech. ‘

R 9 fAeafaemer

INDIAN MARITIME UNIVERSITY

(A Central University, Govt. of India)
HEADQUARTERS

Advt. No IMU-HQ/C/42/11/01/2023-8" Conv

Date: 28-08-2023

( NOTIFICATION OF EIGHTH CONVOCATION

convocation.

It is hereby notified that the Eighth Convocation of the Indian Maritime
University, Chennai will be held on 27.10.2023.

Students who have successfully completed Degree / Diploma
programmes between 15" October 2022 and 10" October 2023 will be
eligible for award of UG Degrees/PG Degrees/PG Diplomas at the

Candidates who have already paid the convocation fee and who wish to
receive their Degree/Diploma in-person must register online through the
link provided on IMU website (www.imu.ac.in). The link for 8"
Convocation Portal will be made live on 28.8.2023. All eligible students
are requested to register in the online registration portal for receiving
degree/diploma in-person on or before 10.10.2023. Candidates
registering after the last date and time (i.e.10.10.2023 17.00 hrs) will be
admitted to the Degree/Diploma only in-absentia and the certificates will
be senttothem by speed post.

Candidates who have not paid the convocation fee must also register
online and pay the prescribed convocation fee through online mode
which is integrated with the online application. No other mode of payment
is acceptable. Such candidates have to register and pay convocation fee
to obtain their degree/diploma either in-person or in-absentia.

Those desirous of receiving their Degree/Diploma in-person must
register online on or before 17.00 hours on 10.10.2023

should respond within 30 days of publication of this notice. For further details 3 Sd/_
kindly refer the TENDER ID: 2023_IOCL_724338_1 in following given MVDU/AAIZ3/530 Reai
weblink (https://eprocure.gov.in/epublish/app)  Ref. No. RND/EOI/2301 ) 9 REG'STRAR
oy » ) | : »
K oo
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INBRIEF Chandrayaan
' Women have handled key roles &
o the festive
In space programme, Says PM  onvoa
Modi hails the the successful launch of the Chandrayaan-3 mission: ‘When everyone’s efforts converged, success was Vikas Dhoot

Create industrial hubs for

shielding MSMEs: Rahul

Creating industrial hubs and implementing a
single GST rate are imperative measures to shield
MSMEs which collectively possess the power to
drive India’s growth engine, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi said on Sunday as he shared a
video of his recent visit (in photo) to a chocolate
firm in Udhagamandalam. “The entrepreneurial
spirit of the couple behind this small business,
Muralidhar Rao and Swati, is inspiring,” Mr.
Gandhi was quoted as saying in the statement
issued by the Congress. “However, like countless
other small and medium businesses across India,
is is grappling with the burden of the same
adversary — the Gabbar Singh Tax,” he said. e

TSF calls 12-hour strike today

to press language demand

The Twipra Students’ Federation (TSF), an
independent tribal student organisation, called
for a 12-hour bandh on Monday to demand the
implementation of Roman script for Kokborok,
Tripura’s second official language. The National
Students’ Union of India (NSUI), the students’
wing of the Congress, has extended support to
the call. Hamalu Jamatia, general secretary of the
TSF, said they were compelled to announce the
strike as the present and past governments of the
State ignored the demand of the indigenous
people. Kokborok is spoken by most of the tribal
clans. The language got recognition as an official
language, but the State government introduced

the Bengali script.

also achieved he says India has made G-20 a more inclusive space and the voice of Africa has reached the platform

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi hailed
the launch of the

Chandrayaan-3 mission in
the 104th episode of his
monthly radio broadcast,
Mann Ki Baat, on Sunday,
noting the involvement of
women scientists and engi-
neers in the country’s
space programme. The
women “have handled ma-
ny important responsibili-
ties, from project director
to project manager of diffe-
rent systems”, Mr. Modi
said.

“When everyone’s ef-
forts converged, success
was also achieved,” he said
on the moon mission.

Prepared for G20
India is “fully prepared”
for the G-20 Leaders’ Sum-
mit to be held in New Delhi
next month, Mr. Modi said.
“India has made G-20 a
more inclusive space. It
was at India’s invitation
that the African Union was
also able to participate,
and that the voice of the

people of Africa has
reached this important
platform.”

Mr. Modi congratulated
young athletes who bagged

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets women scientists of the ISRO team
involved in Chandrayaan-3 mission in Bengaluru on Saturday. ANI

medals at the Chengdu
2021 FISU World University
Games held in China — the
games had been post-
poned to 2023 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, and
only concluded this
month.

India won 26 gold me-
dals, a record for the
country.

Mr. Modi said that in all
previous editions of the
event since 1959, India only
won 18 medals combined.

Young heroes

Mr. Modi interacted with
and congratulated Abhid-
nya Ashok Patil, 24, who

won a gold medal at the
women’s 10m air pistol
competition with Yashas-
wini Singh Deswal and Ma-
nu Bhaker; Pragati, 19, who
won a gold medal with
Aman Saini in the com-
pound mixed team ar-
chery event; Amlan Borgo-
hain, 25, who took bronze
at the men’s 200-metre
event; and Priyanka, 27,
who took bronze in the wo-
men’s 20-kilometre walk
event with Pooja Kumawat,
Mansi Negi, and Nikita
Lamba.

Hailing the success of
the Har Ghar Tiranga Abhi-
yaan, he said as many as

1.5 crore flags were pur-
chased from 1.5 lakh post
offices. “Last year till Au-
gust 15, about 5 crore coun-
trymen had posted a selfie
with the Tricolour,” Mr.
Modi said. “This year, this
number has also crossed
10 crore.”

Mr. Modi spoke of the
Amrit Kalash Yatra, in
which “there will be a cam-
paign to collect soil from
every house in every vil-
lage of the country” in Sep-
tember and “the holy soil
of the country will be de-
posited in thousands of
Amrit Kalash urns” in
October.

He also lauded the pro-
gress in Sanskrit learning,
noting that much know-
ledge of yoga, Ayurveda
and philosophy had been
preserved in the language.

Many universities were
offering Sanskrit pro-
grammes, he said, with
two Sanskrit deemed un-
iversities being upgraded
to Central universities in
2020.

Gems of Indian culture

The Prime Minister con-
veyed his wishes for Telu-
gu Language Day on Au-
gust 29. “Many priceless
gems of Indian culture are
hidden in the literature

and heritage of the Telugu
language,” Mr. Modi said.

“Many efforts are also
being made to ensure that
the whole country gets the
benefit of this heritage of
Telugu.”

Mr. Modi highlighted
the efforts of K. Dhanapal,
a retired Bangalore Metro-
politan Transport Corpora-
tion bus driver who was
transferred to Bengaluru
Darshini, and took up an
interest in studying ancient
inscriptions with ties to the
city; and speleologist Brian
Dermot Kharpran Daly of
Meghalaya, whose explora-
tion of several caves
earned him the Tenzing
Norgay National Award for
Adventure in 2004.

Success in dairy sector
Mr. Modi invoked the suc-
cess of the dairy sector in
reducing costs by relying
on the Railways’ truck-on-
track facility, which he said
halved the 30-hour tran-
sport duration for Banas
Dairy in Gujarat.

“Due to this, whereas
the pollution caused by
fuel has stopped, the cost
of fuel is also saved,” he
said. “Drivers of trucks
have also benefited a lot
from this, their life has be-
come easier.”

The successful landing of
Chandrayaan-3 on the
moon has rung in India’s
annual festive season ear-
lier than usual, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi said
on Sunday, crediting dom-
estic industry for support-
ing the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO)
by supplying the compo-
nents for the mission.

Speaking to business
leaders at the B20 India
summit, Mr. Modi said,
“You have come here at a
time when there is a cele-
bratory mood in our whole
country. India’s long an-
nual festival season, in a
way, has been advanced.
This festive season is such
that our society as well as
business celebrates it. This
time, it has started from
August 23 itself.”

“While the ISRO has a
very big role in the success,
at the same time, India’s in-
dustry has also given a big
support. Chandrayaan’s
many components were
made available by our priv-
ate companies and micro,
small and medium enter-
prises in a timely manner.
This means this is a success
of both science and indus-
try and it is also important
that this time, with India,
the whole world is cele-
brating it,” Mr. Modi said.

ISRO releases graph of
temperature variation of
topsoil in lunar South Pole

Press Trust of India
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on
Sunday released a graph of
the temperature variation
on the lunar surface with
an increase in depth mea-
sured by the ChaSTE pay-
load aboard Chan-
drayaan-3’s Vikram lander
module.

According to the space
agency, Chandra’s Surface
Thermophysical Experi-
ment (ChaSTE) measured
the temperature profile of
the lunar topsoil around
the South Pole, to under-
stand the thermal beha-
viour of the moon’s
surface.

The payload has a tem-
perature probe equipped
with a controlled penetra-
tion mechanism capable of

Soft touchdown: The Chandrayaan-3 lander, Vikram, landing on
the lunar surface on Wednesday. ANI

reaching a depth of 10 cm
beneath the surface.

“The probe is fitted with
10 individual temperature
sensors. The presented
graph illustrates the tem-
perature variations of the
lunar surface/near-surface
at various depths, as re-
corded during the probe’s
penetration. This is the
first such profile for the lu-
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nar South Pole. Detailed
observations are under-
way,” it said.

The payload was deve-
loped by a team led by the
Space Physics Laboratory
(SPL) of the ISRQ’s Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre
(VSSC), in collaboration
with the Physical Research
Laboratory (PRL),
Ahmedabad.

As Pragyan digs deep into moon, scientists
at a VSSC lab turn their gaze to solar wind

Tiki Rajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Scientists at the Space
Physics Laboratory of the
Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre (VSSC) here are get-
ting ready to unravel the
secrets of the solar wind as
the Aditya-L1 mission,
meant to study the sun,
lifts off in September.

The Plasma Analyser
Package for Aditya (PAPA)
payload aboard Aditya-Ll,
one of seven scientific pay-
loads aboard the challeng-
ing mission, was deve-
loped by the SPL to gain
deeper insights into the
phenomenon of solar
wind, as the constant
stream of charged particles
from the sun is called.

S. Somanath, Chairman
of Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO), said
on Saturday that the mis-
sion would lift off from Sri-
harikota in the first week of
September.
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Centre in Sriharikota. ANI

The PAPA payload will
study the composition of
the solar wind, a senior IS-
RO official said.

“It will look at the ener-
gy of electrons and the
energy and mass of pro-
tons and ions in it. The stu-
dy will also cover the angu-
lar variations,” the official
said. For the lab, the Adi-
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Sun probe: The Aditya-L1 mission is getting ready for launch in September at the S

tya-L1 mission is yet anoth-
er big occasion, coming
close on the heels of the
Chandrayaan-3 lunar mis-
sion on which it had two

important scientific
payloads.
The ISRO describes Adi-

tya-Ll as the “first space-
based Indian mission to
study the sun” from a halo

8
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orbit around the Lagran-
gian point 1 (L1) of the sun-
earth system.

Weighing roughly 8 kg,
the PAPA payload shares
space on the Aditya-L1 spa-
cecraft with six other pay-
loads developed by sister
ISRO units and other scien-
tific establishments collab-
orating with the ISRO.
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According to the ISRO,
the payloads are designed
“to study the chromosph-
ere, the photosphere and
the outermost layers of the
sun using electromagnetic
and particle detectors”.

The ISRO will use an XL
variant of the Polar Satel-
lite Launch Vehicle (PSLV)
to place the Aditya-L1 spa-
cecraft in a low earth orbit.
Mr. Somanath said here on
Saturday that the space-
craft had been integrated
with the launch vehicle at
Sriharikota.

Once launched, it will
take 125 days to travel to its
destination at L1. Onboard
the Chandrayaan-3 mis-
sion’s Vikram lander which
soft-landed on the moon
on August 23, the SPL had
two payloads: Chandra’s
Surface Thermophysical
Experiment (ChaSTE) and
Radio Anatomy of Moon
Bound Hypersensitive Io-
nosphere and Atmosphere
(RAMBHA).
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omanath travels across country (4) Mareecha to Ravana. When it was suggested to Ravana to

abduct Rama’s wife Sita to take revenge on Rama for kill-
ing all the rakshasas, including Kara and Dhushana, the
demon king approached Mareecha to help him in this re-
gard. Mareecha cautioned Ravana not to make Rama his
implacable enemy. He asked Ravana whether he had con-
vened a meeting of the council of ministers, including
Vibhishana, and elicited their opinion. Mareecha asked,
“Who has given you this bad advice to take your race to
danger and destruction? How could you ever think of it? ”

He cautioned Ravana not to fall prey to Rama’s arrows
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Vidya Bala

I am working in a PSU bank,

earning 1 lakh a month. I am

currently investing 1,000 in
HDFC MF Children’s Education fund
for each of my two daughters and
1,000 in Tata Retirement MF, 31,000
in PPF and 3500 in Sukanya Samridhi
Scheme in favour of my two daughters
aged 12 and 11 respectively.
I will need to save for my daughters’
marriages after 15 years and for pursu-
ing higher education in 6 to 7 years
from now.
Kindly suggest suitable investment in-
struments. I am paying housing loan
repayment 322,000 for two houses.
Currently, I am having three regular in-
surance policies of 3,400 each in my
daughters’ names.
JEEVAMATHAN

You have not stated how much
A more you can save. You have

also not stated how much you
have already saved and invested thus
far for your children and retirement.
Our guess is you will need to increase
your investment especially if the edu-
cation needs are coming up in the next
6-7 years. Continue the PPF and Suka-
nya Samriddhi as part of the safe in-
vestments you have and try to increase
equity investments through SIPs.
Use simple index funds with underly-
ing index as Nifty 50 or Nifty 500.I am
not sure what policy you hold but it is
likely that it is a money-back policy.
Most of them are poor on returns and
if you have crossed 4-5 years, see if you
can divert it to mutual funds.

I am 27 years old, and earn
about 70,000 a month. I
wanted to start investing 25-
30,000 a month through SIPs. I chose
debt funds, index funds and direct
equity stocks for this purpose.
I want guidance on the following:
1. As the Nifty and Sensex are at all-
time high, is it advisable to start SIP in
Index funds or equity stocks or shall T
wait for correction and then start SIPs?
2. Advise me on choosing debt funds
for long-term investment (corporate
bond funds, gilt funds, banking and
PSU funds, dynamic funds etc.).
3. Guide me on how to allocate 325-
30,000 between debt funds, index
funds and stocks (I want equity stocks
portion to be lower since I am a moder-
ate risk taker)
4. In this all-time high market condi-
tions, which sectors/industries are un-
dervalued or have good chances to

grow.
BRAHMA NAIDU

If you are new to investing, it is
A a good thing to start with SIPs

in mutual funds. And once you
have decided to take the SIP route, you
should not be trying to time the mar-
ket! SIPs are meant to be run over the
ups and downs of the market.
When markets fall, they will average
on the downside and make good the
higher averaging they did when the
market rallied. So, instead of trying to
time, just start your savings as early as
possible. How much you should invest
in equity and debt would depend on
your time frame.
If this entire amount of 325,000 to
%30,000 is meant for long-term invest-
ing of say 5-7 years or more, then for
your age, if you can take the risk, 60-
70% in equity is a good proportion to
have.
Consider higher exposure to large and
multi-cap index funds with Nifty 50,
Nifty 500 as underlying indices and
not over 20% in mid-cap indices. Over-
seas passive fund is good, provided
they are available for investment (gi-
ven the RBI restrictions).
With debt, have an equal allocation
between shorter duration funds and
corporate bond funds. Gilt funds will
suit only if you can take low returns
when interest rates rise. Else stick to
corporate bonds even for longer
duration.
Keep investing in mutual funds and
meanwhile take time to invest in
stocks. Investing in stocks is not the
same as mutual fund investing.
You need to figure which ones are un-
dervalued and which sectors have
caught the market fancy. Calls given by
brokerages are meant to keep your
portfolio on the churn. Keep that in
mind and be prepared to do your own
groundwork in stocks.
(The writer is co-founder of Primelnves-
tor.in)
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Send queries on personal finance and
investing to the moneywise@thehindu.co.in
ID. Our experts in personal finance will
respond to select queries, but will not give
specific recommendations for investment
in a particular mutual fund, share or fixed
deposit.
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Understand the nuances of
digital risk in investments

With ownership documents of investments such as stocks mostly in online format, owners, heirs,

legal fraternity and technologists enjoy not only convenience but also face new set of challenges

NEW RISK ON HORIZON

Gaurav Mashruwala

igital Risk was
not part of syl-
labus a few de-
cades ago,
while I was pursuing edu-
cation as financial planner.

The reason to mention
this at the beginning of the
article is that as times
change, newer risks will
spring up. Also, few risks
that were in existence or
currently prevalent may
simply become irrelevant.

Over the years more and
more of our assets are be-
ing held in digital medi-
ums. They are protected
by username, password
etc. Currently we are living
in times where hacking dig-
ital accounts etc. is preva-
lent. This may not remain
permanent or could even
become obsolete.

Let us discuss this with
an example. Many years
ago, when I wrote my first
cheque, my father had
taught me the techniques
to ensure cheque is not
fudged. Those were the
years when there were non
MICR cheques. A cheque
issued outside the city
where an entity had its
bank account would take
2/3 weeks to clear. The cur-
rent generation will not be
able to comprehend this.

However, they are en-
couraged to find out and
read about those days and
the system. This will help
them in realising the evolu-
tion of banking and other
financial systems and most

e

Over the years more and
more of our assets are
being held in digital
mediums. They are
protected by username,
password etc.

importantly, accept the
reality that nothing in life
(Read: Investment Risk) is
permanent.

To protect ourselves
from digital risk, the Re-
serve Bank of India, keeps
issuing warnings and also
runs awareness campaign.
Even SEBI runs campaigns
on cyber risk and ways to
protect ourselves.

Digital risk is all about a
threat to our assets, by an
unknown entity which acts
like us, accesses our assets
and even siphons them off.

This takes place because
as per the current technol-
ogy, we are recognised by
our user name and pass-
words. This was not the
case earlier. Earlier, an in-
vestor had to visit the bank
in person. Officers of the
branch would know the ac-
count holder with his phys-
ical attributes. There was a
real human element in it.
Today, this element has lit-
erally vanished. The inten-
tion is not to appreciate or
criticise any system.

Soon, we will be having
our currencies in digital
forms. There will be more
evolved digital wallets. Our
documents and other im-
portant legal proof of ow-
nerships will be in digital
forms e.g. documents of

Any entity who gets
access to our username
password will be able to
play mischief with our
digital assets by
pretending to be us

ownership of a real estate.
We already have almost of
our banking assets’ owner-
ship in digital format e.g.
fixed deposit receipts.

Capital-market  assets
like equity shares, bonds
and debentures, bullion as-
sets such as gold etc. are
slowly converting into digi-
tal medium. Insurance pol-
icies are now turning digi-
tal. The list is endless.

Because human being
and username and pass-
word are two separate enti-
ties, there is a situation of
identity theft. Any entity
who gets access to user-
name and password will be
able to play mischief with
our digital assets, pretend-
ing it to be us.

Towards biometrics
Slowly, we are moving to-
wards biometric solutions
to resolve the problem. Ho-
wever, all biometrics are
captured and stored in dig-
ital medium. Can they be
tampered with or hacked?
Only time will tell.

Last week, while dis-
cussing the draft of one of
client’s Will, I brought a
point with my team to be
added. My contention was,
who will get the username
and password for digital as-
sets? When I checked with

the legal fraternity, youn-
ger counsels could com-
prehend the problem. Ve-
ry senior and elder
counsels rejected my con-
tention right away.

In fact, a similar situa-
tion may also arise with
Power of Attorney. Let us
say my assets are held in
digital form on a cloud
owned by an entity not
domiciled in India. In that
case even if a Will or Power
of Attorney confers rights,
will that entity accept the
Will or Power of Attorney?

In case of assets I decide
to bequeath to more than
one individual, who will
get access to usrname and
password? If my assets are
held in a format protected
by biometrics, how do be-
neficiary/beneficiaries ac-
cess the underlying assets,
if they are more than one.

The current legal system
is not geared up to deal
with these situations. The
legal fraternity and tech-
nologists will have to first
accept the concerns. Only
then, they will brainstorm
to find solutions.

Coming back to our top-
ic of discussions on risk,
we need to accept the fact
that no investment is risk
free. The main reason we
get returns on investment
is because we take risk. Let
us start by accepting this
reality first and then, ac-
cept that newer risks will
emerge and earlier risks
may extinguish. Risk and
returns are two sides of the
same coin.

(The writer is a financial
planner and the author of
Yogic Wealth)

Ready for
digitisation?

COVERNOTE

Dematerialised insurance
policies can be made part of
the demat-account holding
our dematerialised shares
and bonds as also other
securities and investments as
part of e-IA concept

K. Nitya Kalyani

We revisited the e-Insurance Account
(eIA) concept wistfully in the previous
instalment of Cover Note, hoping for a
regulatory push for wider adoption.

The insurance regulator has been
working on a portal called Bima
Sugam, a platform for comparison
shopping and purchase of insurance
policies, which may now incorporate
an elA as well.

Without adding another service
provider to manage, another option
could be to make dematerialised
insurance policies part of the demat
account holding our dematerialised
shares and bonds as also other
securities and investments.

Mutual funds are already part of
the demat account and, lately, the
National Pension Scheme (NPS) can
also be viewed through the same
account. How much more easier can it
get for the investor than to have
access to all insurance policies as well
on the same platform?

On Digilocker

Regarding digital versions of
documents, especially of the
insurance variety, DigiLocker is
supposed to display documents,
including insurance policies.

Vehicle-insurance policies issued
anywhere in India are easily fetched
into the account and form part of
‘Issued Documents’ of DigiLocker,
which are on par with orginal
documents as per IT Act, 2000 and
Motor Vehicles Act, 1989.

Having my health policy handy in
DigiLocker will help, I thought. This is
not one of the ‘Issued Documents’,
and, while DigiLocker promises it can
fetch it, that promise is not reliably
delivered in real life. The error
message I get is my name in the policy
is not spelt the way it is in Aadhaar.

This easily leads to a favourite rant
about how various government
agencies misspell names so that if one
matches the other and get linked — as
is constantly demanded — it’s literally
celebration time!

If you are from Southern India
where initials are the norm rather
than surnames, expect double the
trouble quotient because initials are
placed, well, initially.

Traditional ID cards and old bank
accounts fell in line with our way of
doing things while Aadhaar placed the
initial at the end of the name!

So, new bank accounts now want
the initial at the end of the name too.
Aadhaar, PAN and GST documents
don’t match up. Passports place the
expanded initial at the end of the
name, in effect making it a surname,
which is what it denoted at one point
a couple of generations ago, I guess.
All the while, we continue to sign our
names with initial in the correct place!

(The writer is a business journalist
specialising in insurance & corporate
history)

Personal Loans

Rates and Charges

Name of Lender Interest Rate (%)
HDFC Bank 10.50 onwards
Tata Capital 10.99 onwards

State Bank of India 11.05-15.05

ICICI Bank 10.50 onwards
Axis Bank 10.49 onwards

Kotak Mahindra Bank 10.99 onwards

Loan amount 5 lakh
Tenure 5 years

EMI (Rs)
10,747 onwards
10,869 onwards
10,884-11,908
10,747 onwards
10,744 onwards
10,869 onwards

Loan amount 1 lakh
Tenure 5years

EMI (Rs)
2,149 onwards
2,174 onwards
2,177-2,382
2,149 onwards
2,149 onwards

2,174 onwards

Bank of India 10.25-14.75 10,685-11,829 2,137-2,366
Canara Bank 10.65-15.65 10,784-12,066 2,157-2,413
Punjab National Bank 10.40-16.95 10,772-12,413 2,144-2,483
HSBC Bank 9.99-16.00 10,621-12,159 2,124-2,432

Federal Bank 11.49 onwards

Union Bank of India 11.40-15.50

Bajaj Finserv 11.00 onwards

10,994 onwards
10,971-12,027
10,871 onwards

2,199 onwards
2,194-2,405
2,174 onwards

Punjab & Sind Bank 11.15-12.75 10,909-11,313 2,182-2,263
South Indian Bank 12.85-20.60 11,338-13,414 2,268-2,683
UCO Bank 12.45-12.85 11,236-11,338 2,247-2,268

IDFC First Bank 10.49 onwards

Bank of Maharashtra 10.00-12.80

Karnataka Bank 14.12

10,744 onwards
10,624-11,325
11,665

2,149 onwards
2,125-2,265
2,333

(% of loan amount)

Processing fee

Up to Rs 4,999

FlatRs 76

Up to 1.50% (Rs 1,000-Rs 15,000)
Up t0 2.50%

Up to 2%

Upto3%

Up to 1% (Max Rs 5,000)

Up to 1%

Up to 1%

Up to 2%

Up to 3%

Up to 1% (Maximum Rs 7,500)
Up to 3.93%

Up to 1%

Up to 2%

Up to 1% (Minimum Rs 750)
Up to 3.50%

1% (Rs 1,000-Rs 10,000)

Up to 2% of loan amount
(Min Rs 2,500 Max Rs 8,500)

Rates and Charges as on August 23

Source:Paisabazaar.com

Car Loans

Rates and Charges

Name of Lender
Union Bank of India
Punjab National Bank
Bank of Baroda

Canara Bank

UCO Bank

State Bank of India#

IDBI Bank

Indian Overseas Banki###
ICICI Bank

HDFC Bank

Karnataka Bank

Federal Bank

South Indian Bank

IDFC First Bank

City Union Bank

Interest Rate (%)

8.75-10.50
8.75-9.60
8.65-12.20

8.80-11.95

8.70-10.55
8.65-9.70
8.80-9.90
8.85*

8.90*

8.75*
9.25-11.68
8.85*
11.65-13.10
9.00-13.50

14.25-14.75

Loan amount 5 lakh

(% of loan amount)

Tenure 5 years

EMI (Rs) Processing fee
10,319- 10,747 Up to Rs 1,000
10,319 - 10,525 0.25% (Rs. 1,000 - Rs. 1,500)
10,294 - 11,173 Rs 1,500 - Rs 2,000
10,331-11,110 Up to 0.25% (Rs 1,000

- Rs 5,000), 50% waiver

on processing fee till

31 August 2023
10,307 - 10,759 1% (Up to Rs 1,500)

10,294-10,550

10,331-10,599

Up t0 0.25% (Rs 750 - Rs 7,500)

Rs 2,500

10,343* 0.50% (Rs 500 - Rs 5,000)
10,355* Rs 999 - Rs 8,500

10,319* 0.50% (Rs 3,500 - Rs 8,000)
10,440 - 11,042 0.60% (Rs 3,000 - Rs 11,000)
10,343* Rs 2,000 - Rs 4,500

11,034 - 11,402 1% (Max: Rs 10,000)

10,379 - 11,505 Up to 3.5%

11,699 - 11,829 1.25% (Min: Rs 1,000)

#Concession of up to 50% on processing fee for SBI GREEN CAR (Electric Vehicle)
###0.50% interest rate concession to borrowers with credit scores of 750 and above. Interest rate concession of 0.20% to borrowers for
financing Electric 4 Wheelers. 0.20% concession to existing Housing Loan Borrowers. *Onwards

Rates and charges as on August 23

Source: Paisabazaar.com
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North Korea lets citizens abroad

return in easing of COVID isolation

PORT-AU-PRINCE

At least 7 killed after Haiti gang

opens fire on protest-rights group

CANBERRA

3 U.S. Marines killed, 20 injured

in an aircraft crash in Australia

North Korea has allowed citizens stranded abroad by its strict
COVID-19 curbs to return home after three years of isolation, state
media reported on Sunday. Analysts say the country has a
crumbling health system — one of the worst in the world — and no
COVID-19 vaccines, antiviral drugs or mass testing capacity. arp

KABUL

Taliban to stop women from

visiting Afghan national park

A

At least seven people were killed in Haiti on Saturday, local rights
group CARDH said, after a gang that controls a northern suburb of
the capital Port-au-Prince opened fire with machine guns on a
protest organised by a Christian church leader. Videos shared on X
showed some 100 people marching in the suburb Canaan. reuters

A United States Marine Corps aircraft carrying troops crashed on a
north Australian island on Sunday, killing three Marines and injuring
20 during a multi-nation training exercise, officials said. Australian
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said only Americans were injured
in the crash which happened during Exercise Predators Run. ap

The Taliban will use security forces to stop women from visiting
Band-e-Amir, one of Afghanistan’s most popular national parks,
according to information shared by a spokesperson for the Vice and
Virtue Ministry. The Ministry alleged that women have not been
observing the proper way to wear the hijab, a headscarf. ar

Zimbabwe President hails
high turnout after re-election

International observer missions list a number of concerns, including the banning of Opposition

rallies, issues with the voter registration rolls, biased state media coverage and voter intimidation

Agence France-Presse
HARARE

resident Emmer-
P son Mnangagwa on
Sunday called Zim-

babwe a “mature democra-
cy” after winning a second
term in office despite the
Opposition rejecting the
result of a vote that inter-
national observers said fell

short of democratic
standards.
Mr. Mnangagwa, 80,

won 52.6% of the ballots
against 44% for his main
challenger, Nelson Chami-
sa, 45, according to official
results announced late on
Saturday by the Zimbabwe
Electoral Commission
(ZEC).

“We have demonstrated
that we are a mature de-
mocracy,” the President
said, praising a high tur-
nout.

“We take pride in the
fact that we are an inde-

Jubilant speech: Emmerson Mnangagwa addressing a press
conference at State House in Harare on Sunday. AP

pendent and sovereign na-
tion,” Mr. Mnangagwa said.

Zimbabweans voted on
Wednesday and Thursday
for President and Parlia-
ment in polling marred by
delays that sparked Oppo-
sition accusations of rig-
ging and voter
suppression.

Promise Mkwananzi, a
spokesperson for Chami-
sa’s Citizens Coalition for

Change (CCC), said the par-
ty did not sign the final tal-
ly, which he described as
“false”.

Not meeting norms

The vote has been watched
across southern Africa as a
test of support for Mr.
Mnangagwa’s  ZANU-PF
party, whose 43-year rule
has been accompanied by
a moribund economy and

charges of authoritarian-
ism. Foreign monitors an-
nounced on Friday that the
elections had failed to con-
form to regional and inter-
national standards.

Observer missions from
the European Union, the
Commonwealth and the
16-nation Southern African
Development Community
(SADC) listed a number of
concerns, including the
banning of Opposition ral-
lies, issues with the voter
registration rolls, biased
state media coverage and
voter intimidation.

That did not stop Mr.
Mnangagwa from thanking
“various election observa-
tion missions who have
been witnessing our elec-
toral processes without
bias”.

Nicknamed “The Croco-
dile”, Mr. Mnangagwa first
came to power after a coup
that deposed the late ruler
Robert Mugabe in 2017.

Imran Khan
admits losing
confidential
document

Press Trust of India
ISLAMABAD

Jailed former Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan admitted
misplacing a confidential
diplomatic cable as he was
interrogated by Pakistan’s
top investigative agency at
the Attock Jail in a case
filed under the Official Se-
crets Act for wrongful use
of the classified document,
according to media reports
on Sunday.

Mr. Khan, 70, is current-
ly serving a three-year jail
term after he was sen-
tenced by a court in a cor-
ruption case earlier this
month.

During interrogation,
Mr. Khan admitted to los-
ing the cypher, saying he
couldn’t recall where he
kept it, The News newspap-
er reported. Mr. Khan also
denied that the paper he
waved at a public gathering
last year, days before the
ouster of his government,
as proof of the conspiracy
was the diplomatic cable.

White shooter kills
three Black people
in Florida hate crime

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

A masked white man, car-
rying at least one weapon
bearing a swastika, fatally
shot three Black people in-
side a Florida store on Sa-
turday in an attack with a
clear motive of racial
hatred, officials said.

The shooting in a Dollar
General store in a predom-
inately Black neighbour-
hood left two men and one
woman dead and was “ra-
cially motivated,” Jackson-
ville Sheriff T.K. Waters
said.

In addition to carrying a
firearm with a painted
symbol of the genocidal
Nazi regime of Germany of
the 1930s and 1940s, the
shooter issued racist state-
ments before the shooting.
He killed himself at the
scene.

The shooting came on
the same day thousands vi-
sited Washington, D.C., to
attend the Rev. Al Sharp-
ton’s 60th anniversary

Swastikas painted on a rifle
recovered at the shooting site.

commemoration of the
1963 March on Washington
for Jobs and Freedom,
where the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. delivered
his famous “I Have A
Dream” speech.

The gunman, identified
as Ryan Christopher Palm-
eter, wore a bullet-resistant
vest and used a Glock
handgun and an AR-15 se-
mi-automatic rifle. He act-
ed alone and sent written
statements to law enforce-
ment and media before the
attack, Mr. Waters said.

Prigozhin
died in plane
crash, Russia
confirms

Reuters
MOSCOW

Russian investigators said
on Sunday that genetic
tests had confirmed that
Yevgeny Prigozhin, chief of
the Wagner mercenary
group, was among the 10
people killed in a plane
crash last week.

Russia’s aviation agency
had previously published
the names of all 10 people
on board the private jet
which crashed in the Tver
region northwest of Mos-
cow on Wednesday.

They included Prigoz-
hin and Dmitry Utkin, his
right-hand man who
helped found the Wagner
group.

There had been some
speculation, especially on
pro-Wagner Telegram
channels, about whether
Prigozhin had really been
on the doomed flight.

Authorities have yet to
say what they believe
caused his private jet to fall
from the sky.

Raised $7.1 m after mug
shot: Trump campaign

Associated Press
NEW YORK

Former U.S. President Do-
nald Trump’s campaign
says he has raised $7.1 mil-
lion since Thursday when
he was booked at the Ful-
ton County Jail in Georgia
on charges that he illegally
schemed to overturn the
2020 election in the state
and became the first form-
er President in the United
States history to ever have

a mug shot taken.

Spokesperson  Steven
Cheung said that on Friday
alone the campaign
brought in $4.18 million —
its highest-grossing day to
date.

The record haul under-
scores how Mr. Trump’s le-
gal woes have been a fun-
draising boon for his
campaign, even as his pol-
itical operation has spent
tens of millions on his
defence.
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Key Boris Johnson ally resigns, slams Sunak

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

A key ally of former British
Prime Minister Boris John-
son formally resigned on
Saturday, delivering a blis-
tering attack on his succes-
sor in her resignation
letter.

Former Culture Minister
Nadine Dorries announced
her intention to resign 11
weeks ago but had re-
mained as Member of Par-
liament while she investi-
gated why she was not

given a seat in the Upper
House of Parliament.

In her resignation letter,
Ms. Dorries accused Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak of
abandoning “the funda-
mental principles of Con-
servatism” and said “histo-
ry will not judge you
kindly”.

Ms. Dorries was unex-
pectedly not awarded a
seat in the Upper Chamber
of Parliament, the House of
Lords, in Mr. Johnson’s re-
signation honours list. He
rewarded fellow Brexit die-

hards and even those im-
plicated in the “Partygate”
scandal that contributed to
his downfall last year.

The omission prompted
accusations from Mr. John-
son’s camp of meddling
from Mr. Sunak and Down-
ing Street.

In her letter, which she
released on social media,
Ms. Dorries accused Mr.
Sunak of leading attacks on
her resulting in “the police
having to visit my home
and contact me on a num-
ber of occasions due to

threats to my person”.

She also attacked his re-
cord in Government.

“Since you took office a
year ago, the country is
run by a zombie Parlia-
ment where nothing mea-
ningful has happened,” she
wrote. “You have no man-
date from the people and
the Government is adrift.”

Mr. Sunak’s spokesper-
son told reporters earlier it
was “entirely untrue” that
the Prime Minister or offi-
cials removed names from
Mr. Johnson’s list.

Sport

Ameerah primed to come good in Y. Shanker Rao
Memorial Deccan Fillies Championship Stakes

RACING

HYDERABAD: The three-year-old
filly Ameerah, who is in good
shape, should win the Y. Shanker
Rao Memorial Deccan Fillies
Championship Stakes (Gr. 3), the
main attraction of Monday’s (Aug.
28) races.

GOVERNOR’S CUP (1,400m),

rated 80 and above (Cat. I),
12.20 p.m.: 1. Summer Night (5) A.
Imran Khan 63, 2. Watch My
Stride (1) S. Saqlain 57, 3. Kingston
(6) R.S. Jodha 55, 4. New Look (4)
B. Nikhil 54.5, 5. Top Secret (8)
D.S. Deora 54, 6. Mysterious Angel
(7) P. Ajeeth Kumar 52, 7. Briar
Ridge (2) Santosh Raj 51 and 8.
City Of Bliss (3) Kuldeep Singh (Jr)
50.

1. MYSTERIOUS ANGEL,
2. BRIAR RIDGE,
3. WATCH MY STRIDE

GRAND PARADE PLATE (DIV.

11) (1,200m), Maiden 4-y-o and
upward, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III),
1.05: 1. Nucleus (7) Mohit Singh
60, 2. Saint Emilion (8) Akshay Ku-
mar 57.5, 3. Indian Warrior (2) B.
Nikhil 56.5, 4. Think Of God (9)
Uday Kiran P 56.5, 5. Ampere’s
Touch (1) P. Sai Kumar 55.5, 6. Jack
Daniel (3) R.S. Jodha 55.5, 7. See
My Attitude (4) Kuldeep Singh (Jr)

CM
K

54.5, 8. Janasu (5) P. Ajeeth Kumar
51.5 and 9. Silver Lining (6) S.
Saglain 51.5.

1. SAINT EMILION,

2. SILVER LINING, 3. JACK DANIEL

RED RUM PLATE (1,200m),

(Terms) Maiden, 3-y-o only,
1.40: 1. Assured Success (5)
Kuldeep Singh (Sr) 56, 2. Blazing
Gun (7) D.S. Deora 56, 3. Alcahol
Free (1) A.M. Tograllu 54.5, 4.
Duck Hawk (11) Md. Ismail 54.5, 5.
Magic Princess (10) G. Naresh
54.5, 6. Oskars Glory (6) Uday
Kiran 54.5, 7. Realeza (9) Antony
Raj S 54.5, 8. Sangreal (8) P. Sai
Kumar 54.5, 9. Santa Barbara (3)
B.R. Kumar 54.5, 10. Setastar (2)
Mohit Singh 54.5 and 11. The Plat-
inum Queen (4) Kiran Naidu 54.5.
1. ALCAHOL FREE,
2. ASSURED SUCCESS,
3. SANTA BARBARA

GRAND PARADE PLATE (DIV. I)

(1,200m), Maiden 4-y-o and
upward, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III),
2.15: 1. Exclusive Luck (8) Md. Is-
mail 60, 2. Classical Music (4)
Shivansh 59.5, 3. Inderdhanush
(5) B. Nikhil 56.5, 4. Pancho (7) S.
Saqlain 56.5, 5. London Bell (6)
Kuldeep Singh (Jr) 56, 6. Bien
Pensant (3) P. Ajeeth Kumar 55.5,
7. Toque Blanche (9) Kuldeep
Singh (Sr) 55, 8. Solar Princess (2)
Surya Prakash 54.5 and 9. Nishaan
(1) S.K. Paswan 52.

1. LONDON BELL, 2. CLASSICAL
MUSIC, 3. PANCHO

S. RANGARAJAN MEMORIAL

cuPp (1,600m), rated 40 to 65
(Cat. II), 2.50: 1. Painted Apache
(8) Antony Raj S 60, 2. Best
Buddy (4) R.S. Jodha 57.5, 3.
Nightmare (6) B.R. Kumar 56.5, 4.
Juramento (3) S. Saglain 55, 5.
Only My Way (2) Afroz Khan 55, 6.
Kings Best (5) Hindu Singh 54.5,
7. Enabling (7) Akshay Kumar
50.5 and 8. Vintage Brut (1) P. Sai
Kumar 50.
1. ENABLING, 2. JURAMENTO,
3. PAINTED APACHE

KAKATIYA cUP (1,100m),

rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III), 3.25:
1. Ambitious Star (10) R.S. Jodha
60, 2. Char Ek Char (13) Surya
Prakash 59, 3. Mr. Perfect (5) Mo-
hit Singh 59, 4. Adbhut (8) Afroz
Khan 58.5, 5. Alexina (7) P. Sai Ku-
mar 57.5, 6. Golden Forza (11)
Kiran Naidu 57.5, 7. Life’s Living
(9) Akshay Kumar 57.5, 8. Happy
Go Lucky (3) Ashad Asbar 56, 9.
Divine Connection (1) Kuldeep
Singh (Sr) 54.5, 10. Sound Echo
(12) D.S. Deora 53, 11. Deccan
Ranger (4) G. Naresh 52.5, 12.
Muaser (2) Kuldeep Singh (Jr)
50.5 and 13. Track Blazer (6) S.K.
Paswan 50.5.
1. LIFE’S LIVING,
2. ALEXINA,
3. ADBHUT

Y. SHANKER RAO MEMORIAL

DECCAN FILLIES CHAMPION-
SHIP STAKES (1,600m) (Terms)
Fillies, 3-y-0 only, 4.00: 1.
Ameerah (5) Neeraj 56, 2. August
(4) Antony Raj S 56, 3. Livermore
(6) S. Saglain 56, 4. N R I
DOUBLEPOWER (3) B.R. Kumar
56, 5. Seminole Wind (1) Hindu
Singh 56 and 6. West Brook (2)
Akshay Kumar 56,
1. AMEERAH,
2. N R I DOUBLEPOWER

KARIMNAGAR PLATE
(1,800m), rated 20 to 45 (Cat.
III), 4.35: 1. Exclusive Spark (3)
Md. Ismail 60, 2. Divine Destiny
(1) Akshay Kumar 59.5, 3. Man-
dela (6) Ashad Asbar 59.5, 4.
Sundance Kid (7) S. Saqlain 57.5,
5. Akash (4) Kiran Naidu 55, 6. My
Way Or Highway (5) D.S. Deora
55, 7. Special Effort (2) P. Sai Ku-
mar 54, 8. Voice Of A Dream (9) P.
Ajeeth Kumar 53, 9. Special And
Thong (-) and 10. Sweet Talk (8)
Mohit Singh 52.5.
1. DIVINE DESTINY,
2. SWEET TALK,
3. MANDELA
Day’s Best: MYSTERIOUS ANGEL
Jackpot: 4, 5,6,7 &8.
Mini Jackpot: (i) 2, 3, 4 & 5. (ii) 5,
6,7&8.
Treble: (1) 1, 2 & 3, (ii) 3, 4 & 5, (iii)
, 7 &8.

Tanala: All races.

Icicle takes the honours in first
division of Fair Haven Plate

HYDERABAD: Trainer B. Mukesh
Kumar’s Icicle, ridden by A.M. To-
grallu, won the Fair Haven Plate
(Div. 1), the main event of
Sunday’s (Aug. 27) races. The win-
ner is owned by Mr. B.E. Vasanth
Kumar.

1. DONCASTER PLATE (DIV. I): PON-
TEFRACT (Akshay Kumar) 1, Great
Giver (P. Ajeeth Kumar) 2, Morn-
ing Mist (Yash Narredu) 3 and Colt
Pistol (B.R. Kumar) 4. 1-1/4, 1-1/4
and 1-1/4. 1m, 7.98s. 339 (w), 16, 14
and 11 (p). SHP: 36, THP: 60, SHW:
14 and 25, FP: 224, Q: 95, Tanala:
421. Favourite: Morning Mist.
Owners: Mr. Ayyadevara Srinivas,
Mr. Bharat Venkat Epur & Mr.
Shashidhar Kamineni. Trainer: L.
D’ Silva.

2. THREE WISHES PLATE: PRE-
CIOUS GIFT (P. Sai Kumar) 1, Ar Su-
perior (B. Nikhil) 2, My Master (A.
Imran Khan) 3 and Creative Art
(Kuldeep Singh (Jr) ) 4. 2-1/2, 3-1/2
and 3. Im, 8.75s. 45 (w), 12, 20
and 15 (p). SHP: 84, THP: 45, SHW:
19 and 30, FP: 321, Q: 140, Tanala:
933. Favourite: Blue Brigade.
Owners: Mr. Teegala Vijender
Reddy, Mr. Teegala Sumant & Mr.
Ashok Ranpise. Trainer: K.S.V.
Prasad Raju.

3. DONCASTER PLATE (DIV. II):
HAPPY SOUL (Surya Prakash) 1,
Veneno (B. Nikhil) 2, Deccan Spirit
(D.S. Deora) 3 and Shadow Fax (A.

Imran Khan) 4. Shd, 3/4 and 7. Im,
8.14s. %14 (w), 13, 15 and 12 (p).
SHP: 33, THP: 50, SHW: 10 and 25,
FP: 44, Q: 38, Tanala: 252. Favour-
ite: Happy Soul. Owner: Mr. Kersi
Homy Vaccha. Trainer: L.V.R.
Deshmukh.

4. FAIR HAVEN PLATE (DIV. I):
ICICLE (A.M. Tograllu) 1, Bangor
On Dee (A. Imran Khan) 2, Candy
Girl (R.S. Jodha) 3 and Superstel-
lar (Akshay Kumar) 4. 1-1/4, Nk
and 1-1/4. 1m, 27.01s. 331 (w), 12, 13
and 17 (p). SHP: 41, THP: 60, SHW:
13 and 28, FP: 115, Q: 67, Tanala:
350. Favourite: Bangor On Dee.
Owner: Mr. B.E. Vasanth Kumar.
Trainer: B. Mukesh Kumar.

5. FAIR HAVEN PLATE (DIV. III):
STAG’S LEAP (B.R. Kumar) 1,
Alabama (Akshay Kumar) 2, NR I
Ultrapower (S. Saglain) 3 and The
Image (Ashad Asbar) 4. 1/2, 1-1/2
and 3/4. 1m, 28.12s. 323 (w), 54,
15 and 18 (p). SHP: 34, THP: 65,
SHW: 80 and 15, FP: 1,704, Q: 308,
Tanala: 12, 158. Favourite:
Alabama. Owner: Mr. Rajendran
rep. Rapar’s Galloping Stars LLP.
Trainer: M.R. Chauhan.

6. DEVARAKONDA CUP: HONOUR-
ABLE LADY (P. Sai Kumar) 1, In-
dian Sniper (Yash Narredu) 2,
Golden Gazelle (Akshay Kumar) 3
and Pal Cha (Shivansh) 4. Not run:
Stoli. Hd, 2 and 3/4. 1m 27. 49s.
%169 (W), 31, 14 and 13 (p). SHP: 38,

THP: 41, SHW: 37 and 15, FP: 676,
Q: 143, Tanala: 1,760. Favourite:
Indian Sniper. Owner: Mr. Sanjay
R. Goyani. Trainer: K.S.V. Prasad
Raju.

7. KAMAREDDY PLATE: HIGH RE-
WARD (R.S. Jodha) 1, Sergeant
Reckless (Deepak Singh) 2, Fara
(Ashad Asbar) 3 and Only The
Brave (Santosh Raj) 4. 3, 1/2 and
2-1/2. 1m 14. 44s. 379 (w), 18, 22
and 13 (p). SHP: 98, THP: 54,
SHW: 53 and 47, FP: 1,762, Q: 303,
Tanala: 3,845. Favourite: Bash On
Regardless. Owner: Mr. Murugap-
pan Alagappa. Trainer: K.
Satheesh.

8. FAIR HAVEN PLATE (DIV. II):
NUGGET (Akshay Kumar) 1, South-
ern Act (Md. Ismail) 2, Dream Sta-
tion (B. Nikhil) 3 and Wind Sprite
(Afroz Khan) 4. Not run: Pacific
Command. Hd, 2-3/4 and Hd. 1m,
27.40s. 16 (W), 11, 19 and 68 (p).
SHP: 55, THP: 140, SHW: 17 and
30, FP: 107, Q: 79, Tanala: 1,069.
Favourite: Nugget. Owners: Mr.
Puttamreddy Prathap Reddy &
Mr. Soma Raju Adipudi. Trainer:
L.V.R. Deshmukh.

Jackpot: 100%: ¥5,80,404 (c/0).
Treble: (i) 696 (66 tkts.), (ii) 3,891
(9 tkts.), (iii) 6,974 (12 tkts.).

Mini Jackpot: (i) 63,244 (1 tkt), (ii)
85,710 (c/o).

Velavan and Akanksha with
their titles. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Akanksha and
Velavan reign

Sports Bureau

Velavan Senthilkumar and
Akanksha Salunkhe won
the men’s and women’s tit-
les in the PSA Challenger
squash tournament in Can-
berra on Sunday.

The results (final): Men:
Velavan Senthilkumar bt Joseph
White (Aus) 11-8, 11-9, 2-11, 11-3;
women: Akanksha Salunkhe bt
Tanvi Khanna 9-11, 12-10, 8-11,
11-8,13-11
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CUTTING EDGE

Bumrah's return will add depth to

MAIDEN SUCCESS

An and Vitidsarn crowned

Indian attack: Ambrose

Mrx

@

\ OBvJus

West Indies legend Curtly Ambrose said Jasprit Bumrah’s presence
will make India favourites in ICC Cricket World Cup. “Jasprit Bumrah
is a fine bowler and as he returns to the Indian team it will add a lot
of depth and variety to the Indian attack. Having said that, a
comeback is never easy. My advice to him will be to go gradually”.

badminton World champions

World No. 1 An Se-young of South Korea and Thailand’s Kunlavut
Vitidsarn won their maiden women’s and men’s singles titles in the
World badminton championships in Copenhagen on Sunday. While
An beat former champion Carolina Marin 21-12, 21-10 in the final,
Vitidsarn downed Japan’s Kodai Naraoka 19-21, 21-18, 21-7.

CLUTCH

Messi comes off the bench to

score, Miami beats New York

Lionel Messi came off the bench and scored in the 89th minute as
Inter Miami began its push for the Major League Soccer playoffs
with a 2-0 win at New York Red Bulls on Saturday. The win lifts
Miami off the bottom of the Eastern Conference and reduces the
gap to the last playoff spot to 11 points with 11 games remaining.

TROUBLE SHOOTING
RFEF schedules urgent meeting

over Rubiales scandal

A
Spain’s football federation will meet urgently on Monday as its
president, Luis Rubiales, faces a FIFA suspension over allegations he
gave player Jenni Hermoso an unwanted kiss on the lips following
Spain’s victory in the Women’s World Cup. Rubiales has refused to
resign over the incident, saying the kiss was consensual.

Neeraj emerges the king of the javelin

The Indian great hurls to a distance of 88.17m to clinch the gold ahead of Pakistan’s Nadeem; Indian men finish fifth in the 4x400m relay

ATHLETICS WORLDS

Jonathan Selvaraj
BUDAPEST

eeraj Chopra roars
N as the javelin is ex-

pelled from his
right arm. The eight-foot
long steel tipped alumini-
um  Nordic  Valhalla
screams skyward. Torqued
by the Indian’s arm, it’s flu-
orescent green tail wiggles
angrily like a hissing viper.
For a moment it’s trajecto-
ry takes it high enough that
disappears into the black
sky above the Nemzeti Atle-
tikai Kozpont in Budapest.
Then you see it again as it
begins it’s descent.

It sails over the dotted
white arc that mark 80 me-
ters from where the Indian
stands.

There’s no arc that
marks immortality. That’s
where it lands. 88.17m.

The Indian is still roar-
ing. He turns around to the
stands where the people
are screaming. Others are
crying. The 25-year-old has
a wide grin. He holds his
arms aloft as he waits for
the digital scoreboard to
tell him what he already
know. The measurement
comes in but it’s just a de-
tail at this point.

The throw is more than
enough. It ticks that final
box in his staggering list of
accomplishments. Neeraj
Chopra is now World
Champion. It’s not that he
needed the affirmation.

Victory cry: Neeraj exults after his massive second throw which assured him the big prize. REUTERS

The 25-year-old from Ha-
ryana is already an Olym-
pic champion. He’s already
the Asian Games and Com-
monwealth Games. He had
already become the first In-
dian man to win a world
medal when he took silver
at the Eugene World Cham-

pionships behind Grena-
da’s Anderson Peters last
year. He is already arguably
the greatest Indian athlete
of all time.

What’s a world title but
just an underline for em-
phasis at this point. It’s a
treasure trove that anyone

would be grateful for.

Not the Indian. He
doesn’t have the slightest
bit of impurity in his trea-
sure cabinet now. It’s all 24
carat.

The Indian is perfect.
He’s needed to be.

Coming into Budapest,

he was undefeated this sea-
son. But he’s only compet-
ed twice after suffering a
groin injury after the first
time. Two other throwers —
Jakub Vadlejch and Julian
Weber have thrown better.
Oliver Helander with an
89.93m personal best is

here too. Pakistan’s Arshad
Nadeem — a freak of a natu-
ral talent is here too. He
won the Commonwealth
title last year with a throw
of 90.18m — beating the In-
dian he admitted admiring
to the magical 90m mark.
Here in Budapest, Arshad
had made a statement of in-
tent with an effortless
throw of 86.79m in
qualifying.

Neeraj had done better
with 88.77m but he might
have felt Nadeem breathing
down his neck.

He would have felt the
heat on Sunday night too.
He starts with a foul. It’s
about 75m. Not enough for
his standard and he steps
over the foul line. The next
one is good. 88.17m

On Sunday night, Neeraj
breaks free of them all. Pe-
ters, the champion from
last year, is left behind in
qualification. The rest will
bend the knee in the final.

Vadlejch finishes with
86.67m. Weber with
85.79m. Nadeem the clos-
est with 87.82

They try their best. They
are good. Neeraj, his Nor-
dic Valhalla flying where he
wills, is great. He’s better
than great. In Nordic myth-
ology Vallhalla is home of
the Gods. At Budapest the
Indian is one too.

In the men’s 4x400m re-
lay, India finished fifth with
a timing of 2:59.92s. USA
Claimed the gold with
2:57.31 ahead of France
(2:58.45) and Great Britain
(2:58.71).

Duplantis soars to
retain his crown

Agence France-Presse
BUDAPEST

Noah Lyles and Sha’Carri
Richardson, the two faces
of the World Athletics
Championships, won their
third and second golds res-
pectively by anchoring the
United States to 4x100m
relay triumphs in Budapest
on Saturday.

On an enthralling
night’s action, Armand
‘Mondo’ Duplantis and
Faith Kipyegon rubber-
stamped their authority in
their events.

Charismatic Swede Du-
plantis retained his pole
vault title, although he fell
short of bettering his own
world record, whilst Ke-
nyan Kipyegon became the
first woman to achieve the
1500 and 5,000m double,
when she won the latter.

It was a night of firsts for
Canada, which had earlier
in the championships
swept both the men’s and
women’s hammer titles.
Marco Arop and Pierce
LePage became the first
Canadians to win the
men’s 800m title and de-
cathlon respectively.

After claiming a first in-
dividual sprint double
since Usain Bolt in 2015,
Lyles mirrored the Jamai-
can legend in running the
fourth leg to help take USA
to the win in 3738
seconds.

Olympic champion Ita-
ly, with Tokyo 100m cham-
pion Marcell Jacobs on the
second leg, claimed silver
in 37.62sec, while Jamaica

took bronze (37.76).

Richardson anchored
USA to a championship re-
cord time of 41.03sec
ahead of arch-rival Jamaica
(41.21s) and Britain (41.97s).
The USA quartet broke the
Jamaican’s championship
record that had stood since
2015 in Beijing.

Masterclass

Kipyegon delivered anoth-
er masterclass to win her
second gold in the Hungar-
ian capital in 14min
53.88sec. Dutch rival Sifan
Hassan claimed silver in
14:54.11, with another Ke-
nyan, Beatrice Chebet, tak-
ing bronze (14:54.33).

Decathlete LePage
turned his silver last year
into gold with a total of
8,909 points, teammate
and Olympic champion
Damian Warner filling se-
cond spot (8,804). Grena-
da’s two-time Common-
wealth Games champion
Lindon Victor took bronze
(8,756).

Duplantis retained his
pole vault title with a best
vault of 6.10 metres. Ernest
John Obieno of the Philip-
pines took silver with
6.00m, while Australian
Kurtis Marschall and Amer-
ican Chris Nilsen shared
bronze (5.95m).

Arop confirmed his sta-
tus as World No. 1 this year
timing 1min 44.24sec with
long-time leader Emma-
nuel Wanyonyi of Kenya se-
cond in 1:44.53. Britain's
Ben Pattison won a bronze
with a 1:44.83.

Verstappen drives to
ninth win in a row

Take that! Verstappen sprays the bubbly on veteran Alonso after
yet another success on Sunday. GETTY IMAGES

DUTCH GP

Reuters
ZANDVOORT

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen
celebrated a record-equall-
ing ninth successive For-
mula One victory on Sun-
day after winning a chaotic
and rain-halted Dutch
Grand Prix for the third
year in a row.

The home triumph from
pole position at a soggy
Zandvoort equalled now-
retired Sebastian Vettel’s
2013 streak of success and
was Red Bull’s 14th consec-
utive triumph and 13th of
the season.

The results: 1. Verstappen (Red

CM
K

Bull) 2h:24m:04.411s; 2. Alonso
(Aston Martin) +3.744s; 3. Gasly
(Alpine) 7.058; 4. Perez (Red Bull)
10.068; 5. Sainz (Ferrari) 12.541; 6.
Hamilton (Mercedes) 13.029; 7.
Norris (McLaren) 13.232; 8. Albon
(Williams) 15.155; 9. Piastri
(McLaren) 16.580; 10. Ocon
(Alpine) 18.346; 11. Stroll (Aston
Martin) 20.087; 12. Hulkenburg
(Haas) 20.840; 13. Lawson
(AlphaTauri) 26.147; 14.
Magnussen (Haas) 26.410; 15.
Bottas (Alfa Romeo) 27.388; 16.
Tsunoda (AlphaTauri) 29.893; 17.
Russell (55.754); DNF: Zhou (Alfa
Romeo); Leclerc (Ferrari);
Sergeant (Williams).

Standings: Drivers: 1.
Verstappen 339; 2. Perez 201; 3.
Alonso 168; 4. Hamilton 156; 5.
Sainz 102.

Constructors: 1. Red Bull 540; 2.
Mercedes 255; 3. Aston Martin
215; 4. Ferrari 201; 5. McLaren
111.

Transition phase in Tennis as
fresh rivalries emerge

US OPEN 2023

Associated Press
NEW YORK

It seems everyone in the
world of tennis was riveted
by Novak Djokovic’s victo-
ry over Carlos Alcaraz in
the final of the last tourna-
ment for both ahead of the
U.S. Open.

It was a titanic show-
down between the two
giants of the men’s game at
the moment and set the
stage for what will be an ex-
pected meeting to deter-
mine the champion at
Flushing Meadows, where
play begins on Monday
and finishes on Sept. 10.

Last weekend’s contest
at the hard-court Cincinna-
ti Masters also served to
symbolize the state of
change the sport currently
finds itself in, a year re-
moved from Serena Wil-
liams® farewell match in
New York and Roger Feder-
er’s retirement announce-
ment soon thereafter.

Alcaraz is The Next Big
Thing, the winner of the
2022 U.S. Open who
grabbed his second Grand
Slam title last month at

New challenge: Alcaraz represents the next generation and he will be looking to hold his fort coming
into the tournament as defending champion. AFp

Wimbledon by beating
Djokovic. And Djokovic,
the owner of 23 major tro-
phies, is the only member
of The Big Three compet-
ing nowadays, what with
Federer (who has 20) done
and Rafael Nadal (22) out
since January with a hip
problem.

“Everyone has to kind of
go on to their next stage.
We’re seeing that unfortu-
nately with Serena, with

Roger, with Rafa. There is
going to be a bit of a transi-
tion period,” said Chris
Eubanks.

No. l-ranked Iga Swia-
tek, who is 22, No. 2 Aryna
Sabalenka and No. 4 Elena
Rybakina, 24, appear
poised to stay near the top
of the women’s game —
Swiatek already has won
four Slam titles, including
the 2022 U.S. Open; the
others have one apiece —

and No. 6 19-year-old Coco
Gauff might be ready to
etch her name on one of
the four most prestigious
trophies in tennis.

“For those of you who
have long wondered about
the future of tennis as we
transition out of a golden
age, we saw 2022 as a year
of emerging stars,” said
Lew Sheer, the CEO and ex-
ecutive director of the U.S.
Tennis Association.

Nunez brace does it
for 10-man Liverpool

EURO LEAGUES

Agencies
NEWCASTLE

Darwin Nunez came off the
bench to score twice as Li-
verpool snatched a sensa-
tional 2-1 Premier League
win over Newcastle United
on Sunday as the Reds
bounced back from a
straight red card in the first
half for captain Virgil van
Dijk.

In another match, Rodri
came up with another big
goal for Manchester City,
scoring in the 88th minute
to secure the champions a
2-1 win at Sheffield United.
Matty Cash’s first goals for
Aston Villa in more than a
year inspired the team to a
3-1victory over Burnley.

In LaLiga, Barcelona
fought back to secure a
barnstorming 4-3 win at
Villarreal, with Robert Le-
wandowski bagging the
winner late in the second
half.

In Serie A, Cristian Pu-
lisic continued his bright
start at AC Milan with
another goal in Saturday’s
4-1 win over Torino, while
Roma slumped to a 2-1 de-
feat at Verona.

Nunez came in as a substitute
and made instant impact.
REUTERS

The results: Premier League:
Burnley 1 (Foster 47) lost to Aston
Villa 3 (Cash 8, 20, Diaby 61);
Sheffield United 1 lost to (Bogle
85) Manchester City 2 (Haaland
63, Rodri 88); Newcastle United 1
(Gordon 25) lost to Liverpool 2
(Nunez 81, 90+ 3).

Serie A: AC Milan 4 (Pulisic 33,
Giroud 43-pen, 65-pen, Hernandez
45+1) bt Torino 1 (Schuurs 36);
Verona 2 (Duda 4, Ngonge 45+2) bt
Roma 1 (Aouar 56).

LaLiga: Sevilla 1 (Gudelj 45+ 2)
lost to Girona 2 (Herrera 16, Aleix
Garcia 56); Villarreal 3 (Foyth 26,
Sorloth 40, Rodriguez 50) lost to
Barcelona 4 (Gaviria 12, de Jong
15, Torres 68, Lewandowski 71).
Bundesliga: Bayern Munich 3
(Uduokhai 32-og, Kane 40-pen, 69)
bt Augsburg (Dijon 86).
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INBRIEF

Chelsea completes the signing
of goalkeeper Petrovic

Chelsea completed the signing of goalkeeper
Djordje Petrovic from Major League Soccer club
New England Revolution on Saturday. The
23-year-old Serbia international signed a
seven-year deal at Stamford Bridge and will
initially be expected to be a backup to summer
signing Robert Sanchez. The clubs did not
disclose the transfer fee but British media
reported the deal was worth £14 million.

Lucky loser Tormo rallies
to clinch Cleveland title

Lucky loser Sara Sorribes Tormo rallied from a
break down in both the second and third sets to
defeat Ekaterina Alexandrova 3-6, 6-4, 6-4 for the
WTA title in Cleveland on Sunday.

Rishab Agarwal loses
in the final

Sixth seed Rishab Agarwal lost 6-2, 6-2 to
fifth-ranked Matyas Fuele of Hungary in the final
of the $25,000 ITF men’s tennis tournament in
Tainan, Chinese Taipei, on Sunday.

Top seed Yogesh Shah
claims the over-65 title

Top seed Yogesh Shah prevailed 7-6(4), 3-6, [10-7]
against second seed Murthati Suresh in the
over-65 final of the ITF Masters tennis
tournament in Palodia, Ahmedabad.

The results (finals):

Over-30: Harshvardhan Thirani bt Maulik Chauhan 6-4, 6-3;
Over-35: Khush Bakeri bt Harsh Lakhisarani 6-1, 6-2;
Over-40: Vishal Kiran Sevak bt Jayesh Gohel 6-3, 6-4;
Over-45: Bharat Parmar bt Nitesh Rungta 6-0, 6-1; Over-50:
Narendra Kankaria bt Navin Agarwal 6-1, 6-0; Over-55: Paresh
Patel bt Phulla Shah 6-3, 6-1; Over-60: Shirish Sutaria bt Vijay
Kumar Trivedi 6-0, 7-5; Over-65: Yogesh Shah bt Murthati
Suresh 7-6(4), 3-6, [10-7].

LIVE TELECAST
A 4
Maharaja Trophy T20: Star Sports 2 & FanCode, 1 & 5.30
p.m.
US Open: Sony Sports Ten 2, 5 & LIV, 8.30 p.m. onwards
Serie A: Sports 18-1 & Jio Cinema App, 10 p.m. & 12.15 a.m.
(Tuesday)

LaLiga: Sports 18-1 & Jio Cinema App, 11 p.m. & 1 a.m. (Tues-
day)

CAG prevails over IAF,
continues unbeaten streak

Skipper Chandan Singh’s goal seals victory in a tight contest; HUTN loses again

to Indian Army; Indian Railways registers commanding win over Indian Navy

HOCKEY

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

omptroller and
C Auditor General of

India (CAG) conti-
nued its unbeaten run in a
Group-B tie of the 94th
MCC-Murugappa Gold Cup
All-India hockey tourna-
ment here on Sunday, with
a 2-1victory over Indian Air
Force (IAF).

Later, Hockey Unit of
Tamil Nadu (HUTN) suf-
fered its second defeat in
three matches, losing to In-
dian Army 3-0 in another
Group-B match while In-
dian Railways posted a 4-1
win over Indian Navy in a
Group-A contest.

Of the lot, CAG has been
a consistent side with a de-

Hero: Indian Railways’ Darshan Gawkar scored a brace against

Indian Navy. M. VEDHAN

finite structure and better
understanding between its
defence, midfield and for-
ward. On the day IAF was
equal to the task as it
showed its mettle by not al-
lowing CAG any leeway. Af-
ter  Parvinder  Singh
opened the account on a

counter-attack for CAG in
the second quarter, IAF hit
back quickly with a near-
perfect penalty corner
strike by Lovedeep Singh
that hit left side of the roof.

CAG and IAF fought
tooth and nail in the third
quarter without conceding

an inch. Skipper Chandan
Singh scored what turned
out to be winner off a pe-
nalty corner i n the fourth.

Indian Army prevailed
over HUTN in a match that
was scrappy for most part.
Both teams failed to cash in
on the numerous oppor-
tunities that presented
themselves. Army could
convert only two of the se-
ven penalty corners. On
the other hand, the circle
penetrations of HUTN
were below par, an aspect
that showed its forward-
line in poor light.

The results:

CAG 2 (Parvinder Singh, Chandan
Singh) bt IAF 1 (Lovedeep Singh);
Indian Railways 4 (Yuvraj Walmiki,
Darshan Gawkar 2, Pratap Lakra)
bt Indian Navy 1 (Sushil
Dhanwar); Indian Army 3 (Pratap
Shinde, Harman Singh) bt HUTN
0.

Mohun Bagan finally gets the better of
Mumbiai City, to meet Goa in semifinals

DURAND CUP

Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

Mohun Bagan Super Giant
produced a nice essay of
attacking football to down
Mumbai City FC 3-1 in the
last quarterfinal match of
the 132nd Durand Cup
here on Sunday.

Egged on by a vocifer-
ous home crowd of around
25000, the Indian Super
League champion proved
its superiority over the ISL
league shield winner to
book a semifinal encounter
with FC Goa on Thursday
at the same venue.

Paying the penalty

Bagan sought the attack
route right from the start
and was rewarded for in
the ninth minute when its

On Target: Cummings.
DEBASISH BHADURI

Australian forward Jason
Cummings was brought
down by the Mumbai goal-
keeper Phurba Lachenpa
after the former got the
ball through in the clear.
Cummings made no
mistake from the spot as
the Mariners looked for
their first win against the
Islanders, who had won
five and drawn three in the

previous eight meetings.

Mumbai made a come-
back with a nice goal in the
28th minute.

Argentine forward Pe-
reyra Diaz got his body in
the way to guide the ball
home after the Scottish at-
tacker Greag Stewart and
Spanish midfielder played
a one-two inside the Bagan
box to create the chance.

Before Mumbai could
plot its next move, Bagan
re-established the lead

with Manvir Singh getting
his header right on a Hou-
go Boumous assist in the
30th minute.

The Mariners took the
match beyond the reach of
their opponent with defen-
der Anwar Ali nodding
home an Ashique Kuruni-
yan cross in 63rd minute.

The result:

Mohun Bagan SG 3 (Cummings
9-pen, Manvir 30, Anwar 63) bt
Mumbai City 1 (Diaz 28).

TNCA XI steady after
restricting Bengal to 193

Ajith Ram
(TNCA President’s XI, 7/96).

BUCHI BABU

S. Prasanna Venkatesan
TIRUNELVELI

Leg-spinner  Jhathavedh
Subramanyan picked up
three for 12 in five overs,
and pacer Ajay K. Krish-
nan, left-arm spinner M.
Siddharth, and off-spinner
Shahrukh Khan claimed
two wickets each as TNCA
XI bowled out Bengal for
193 on day one of the
Group D match in the Bu-
chi Babu All India invita-
tional cricket tournament
at the India Cement Com-
pany ground here on
Sunday.

TNCA claimed four
wickets, while Bengal’s 19-
year-old Shashank Singh
brought up his fifty in the
first session.

Shahrukh strikes
After resumption, skipper
Shahrukh chose to bowl
himself to try and break
the fifth-wicket partner-
ship (69, 111b) between
Shashank and left-hander
Deepak Kumar Mahato.
And he did break the
stand, when Shashank (68,
115b, 4x4, 4x6) gave him
the charge and holed out
to long-on.

L J

Shubham Sharma
(MPCA, 141 batting)

The off-spinner almost
had another wicket in the
same over as a catch was
put down at the slip.

Shahrukh had Sukh-
meet Singh caught at mid-
wicket off a full toss in his
next over.

Jhathavedh, who came
into the attack only in the
49th over, helped TNCA
wrap up Bengal’s innings.

In the absence of pacer
Yudheeswaran, medium-
pacer Nidhish S. Rajagopal
stepped up to bowl five ov-
ers and get a wicket —
southpaw Toufik Uddin
Mondal miscued his pull
off a short ball for Shah-
rukh to position himself
for its landing at first slip.

The scores (day one):

At Tirunelveli: Bengal 193 in
57.2 overs (Shashank Singh 68,
Deepak Kumar Mahato 47) vs
TNCAXI 108/2 in 32 overs.

Toss: Bengal.

At Dindigul: Madhya Pradesh
301/3in 90 overs (Arham Aqueel
49, Shubham Sharma 141
batting, Aniket Verma 94) vs
Haryana.

Toss: MP.

At Salem: J&K 241/6in 90 overs
(Qamran Igbal 58, Abdul Samad
40) vs Mumbai. Toss: Mumai.

At Coimbatore: Chhattisgarh
270 in 85.3 overs (Shashank Singh
56, Ajith Ram 7/96) vs. TNCA
President’s X1 4/0 in 2 overs.
Toss: TNCA President’s X.

Indian women
down Thailand
for third

straight win

HOCKEY 5S

Press Trust of India
SALALAH (OMAN)

India continued its unbea-
ten run in the Women’s
Asian Hockey 5s World
Cup Qualifier, registering a
hard-fought 5-4 win over
Thailand in its third match
of the tournament here on
Sunday.

For India, skipper Nav-
jot Kaur (first minute), Mo-
nika Dipi Toppo (first, se-
venth), Mahima
Choudhary (20th) and Aj-
mina Kujur (30th) were on
target. Thailand’s goals
were scored by Piresram
Anongnat (third), Aunjai
Natthakarn (10th, 14th) and
Suwapat Konthong (19th).

India had registered a 7-1
win over Japan in its se-
cond match on Saturday.
This was after the team
started its campaign with a
72 thrashing of Malaysia
on Friday.

On Sunday, India got off
the blocks at a rampaging
pace, putting pressure on
the Thailand defenders
from the word go. Navjot
opened the scoring in the
first minute through a field
goal. India doubled its lead
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in no time when Monika

found the back of the net

from a field effort.
Thailand pulled one

back through captain
Anongnat two minutes
later.
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Tata Steel tournament — a solid platform
that takes Indian chess forward

Tournaments like these where our young players fight it out with international Grandmasters really help the cause of producing newer champions,

P.K. Ajith Kumar

hey presented an unusual, but
striking, sight. You normally
wouldn’t expect European
women in sarees for the closing
ceremony of a chess tournament.

They may have been wearing the
unstitched Indian garment for the first
time in their lives, but at the Bhasha
Bhawan auditorium of Kolkata’s National
Library, they managed it as well as they
did the pieces on the chessboard, at the
Tata Steel Chess India tournament. It was
the first time that women were playing in
India’s only elite chess event.

Special tournament

The organisers, Tata Steel, ensured that
their first ever women’s tournament was
special. They gave the women the same
prize money as the men.

“I don’t remember a (chess)
tournament where the prize-fund was the
same for both men and women,” said
Anna Muzychuk of Ukraine, during the
draw of lots on the eve of the event.
“Because such a tournament didn’t exist.”

Muzychuk was a beneficiary of the
organisers’ decision to implement equal
pay: she won the rapid section. A year
later, she will be back to defend her title
for the fifth edition of the tournament,
which opens on August 31.

There is bound to be more interest in
this year’s tournament, given the kind of
unprecedented following in the country
the recent Chess World Cup, which
concluded at Baku a few days ago, had.
Praggnanandhaa was very much the star
in the tournament, as he made it to the
final.

His compatriots had also done well

says the legendary Viswanathan Anand who has been the event’s ambassador since 2021

there. In fact, four of the eight
quarterfinalists were Indians — D. Gukesh,
Arjun Erigaisi and Vidit Gujrathi being the
others. All of them will feature at the Tata
Steel Chess India.

Arjun was the winner last year in the
blitz section. In the rapid, he was the
runner-up, while Gujrathi was third.

Arjun seems to love this event. In 2021,
he had won the rapid and was the
runner-up in blitz.

Breakthrough

That edition of the tournament proved a
breakthrough for the teenager from
Warangal. At the time he wasn’t as
well-known as his contemporaries like
Praggnanandhaa or Gukesh, but now he
is one of the stars of India’s golden
generation of chess players threatening to
dominate the world.

Tata Steel Chess India has attracted the
world’s top talents. The inaugural edition,
held in 2018, itself had big stars like
Hikaru Nakamura, Levon Aronian, Wesley
So, Sergey Karjakin and Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov and India’s own
Viswanathan Anand, who defied age to
win the blitz title. Nakamura came first in
the rapid event.

The man who ended Anand’s reign as
the World champion, Magnus Carlsen,
was the biggest attraction in the second
edition of the tournament. Not
surprisingly, he triumphed. The overall
champion was decided by adding points
from the blitz and rapid sections. The
Norwegian finished with four points more
than the second-placed Nakamura.

After a break enforced by the
coronavirus, the tournament returned in
2021. Aronian and Le Quang Liem, a
former World blitz champion, were

among the main players from overseas.

Aronian won the blitz, beating the
rapid champion Arjun in the tie-breaker.
He had an explanation for why his young
rival didn’t win the blitz title. “The only
reason is... that Arjun is a very strong
chess player, but physically he is not
strong enough to carry two cups,” he said
at the closing ceremony, making the
packed auditorium laugh.

After taking part in the first three
editions, Aronian wasn’t there for last
year’s tournament, in which Nihal Sarin
won the rapid section, ahead of strong
rivals like Nakamura, So, Mamedyarov
and Nodirbek Abdusattorov. Another
Indian champion last year was R. Vaishali,
Praggnanandhaa’s elder sister, who
surprised everyone by winning the
women’s title.

Added glamour

This time around, two strong Chinese
players add further glamour to the
women’s field. Ju Wenjun is the reigning
Women’s World champion, while Lei
Tingjie is the runner-up. The duo had
contested the final back home in China
last month.

Nino Batsiashvili and Irina Krush are
the other foreigners in the women’s
section, besides Ushenina. Former
Women’s World rapid champion Koneru
Humpy, Dronavalli Harika, Savitha Shri,
Vantika Agarwal and Vaishali complete
the line-up.

The men’s field is headed by the 2021
World blitz champion Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave. Alexander Grischuk,
Teimour Radjabov, Vincent Keymer and
Abdusattorov are the other foreigners in
the fray. Praggnanandhaa, Gukesh,
Gujrathi, P. Harikrishna and Arjun form a

GAME TIME

Test you knowledge on trivia and

events related to the US Open

Nihit Sachdeva A

QUESTION 6
A Who did Emma Raducanu
QUESTION 1 the US Open 2021 final to

Who won the women's singles title at
the US Open in 1973, the year in which Grand Slam title?
equal prize money was awarded for A

the first time at a Slam? QUESTION 7

A Which American player revealed in
the episode 'Breaking Point' of the
Netflix docu-series 'Untold' that he
was forced to withdraw from his
fourth-round match against Roger
Federer at US Open 2012 due to a

QUESTION 2

Who was Novak Djokovic's opponent
when the Serbian was disqualified
from US Open in 2020 for accidentally
hitting a line judge with a ball?

A severe anxiety attack?
QUESTION 3 A

Who is the only player to have won US QUESTION 8

Open on grass, clay and hard court?

QUESTION 4

Who became the youngest player to
play at the US Open in 1979, a record A

which still stands? QUESTION 9

A Connect Mahesh Bhupathi, David

QUESTION 5

Who became the first man in the Open
era to successfully defend his US Open
title?

Rikl, Martin Damm, Lukas
and Radek Stepanek with

US Open.

it »

the first-ever qualifier to win a

Who did Juan Carlos Ferrero, the
A coach of defending champion
Carlos Alcaraz, lose to in his only
US Open final appearance?

of another Indian tennis player at

beat in
become

Dlouhy
results

Question 10
Identify this player who defeated Chris Evert in the 1979 final
to become the youngest-ever female champion at the US

Open at the age of 16

THE
ANSWERS

1. Margaret Court;
2. Pablo Carreno
Busta; 3. Jimmy
Connors (1974 on
grass, 1976 on clay,
1978, 1982 and
1983 on hard
court); 4. Kathleen
Horvath (Age - 14
years 5 days); 5.
John McEnroe
(1979-81); 6. Leylah
Fernandez; 7.
Mardy Fish; 8. Andy
Rod(dick (2003); 9.
All five of them
reached the men's
doubles final with
Leander Paes
(Damm, Dlouhy
and Stepanek won
the title with Paes);
10. Tracy Austin
(Image credit: The
Hindu Archives)

strong Indian contingent.

Those players could expect strong
support from the chess lovers of Kolkata,
who arrive in large numbers to watch
their favourite players in action. You
would find the auditorium often full.

Tata Steel deserves credit for bringing
the world’s top stars to India and giving
an excellent opportunity for the country’s
young talent.

“Sports has been a way of life for us at
Tata Steel for over a century now,” says
Chanakya Chaudhary, Vice President,
Corporate Services, Tata Steel. “We
continue to promote sporting activities
and thereby engage with the community
in a conscious and meaningful way. We
are encouraged by the enthusiasm and
participation we have received from the
city of Kolkata over the past years, and
are determined to make this world class
chess competition even better.”

Anand has been the tournament’s
ambassador since 2021. “I am extremely
delighted that chess is slowly but steadily
becoming a global sport which is being
followed widely,” he says. “Tournaments
like Tata Steel Chess India where our
young players fight it out with
international Grandmasters really help
the cause of producing newer champions.
This format has already shown some
results, as is visible with our young
brigade doing well at international
tournaments, such as the World Cup in
Baku.”

At Baku, Praggnanandhaa had done
India proud, despite losing to Carlsen in
the final which had gone to the
tie-breaker. He should be keen to do well
in a tournament at home. As will the
other young Indian stars.
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There is bound to be more
interest in this year’s
tournament, given the kind of
unprecedented following in the
country the recent Chess World
Cup, which concluded at Baku
a few days ago, had
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Praggnanandhaa, D. Gukesh,
Arjun Erigaisi and Vidit
Gujrathi, among other, will
feature at this year’s edition

v

The inaugural edition, held in
2018, itself had big stars like
Hikaru Nakamura, Levon
Aronian, Wesley So, Sergey
Karjakin and Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov and India’s own
Viswanathan Anand

Tennis’ big names showed up in
front of a record turnout at
Flushing Meadows for the Arthur
Ashe Kids' Day ahead of the US
Open. Djokovic entertained the
crowd, having a hit with
everything from a pan, a stop sign
and a baseball bat to a TT paddle.
Alcaraz and Swiatek played some
‘soccer’ while Gauff threw about a
‘football’ to raise money for

| — ~ sl Charity.GETTY IMAGES
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omatic mutations: a genomic
revolution hiding inside our cells

Scientists have known of somatic variants and their role in diseases for many years now, but there has been an explosion in the amount of data and

Sridhar Sivasubbu
Vinod Scaria

he human genome has 23 pairs

of chromosomes, one inherited

from each of our parents. The

genome is the blueprint of our
genetic makeup. The ovum and the sperm
carry these blueprints from our parents.
After fertilisation, the combined single
cell, with the 23 chromosomes, starts to
divide, copying the genetic material over
and over to nearly a trillion cells - which
make up the human body.

As the cells divide, the DNA is copied
with extremely high accuracy thanks to
proteins that proofread and correct errors
in the DNA. But despite this mechanism,
various studies have estimated that there
is still an error rate of 0.64-0.78 mutations
per billion base pairs per division. But this
rate is also minuscule given the large size
of the human genome.

‘Copy-paste’ mistakes

The number and effect of these errors
vary significantly, depending on the stage
of development or the point in the
life-cycle at which they occur. An error
that occurs in the DNA after birth but
during development is called a somatic
genetic mutation. Their occurrence is
driven by the repeated ‘copy-pasting’ of
the genome - which means there will be
more somatic genetic mutations the older
an individual is and the higher the
turnover of the tissue. Turnover is the
replacement of old cells with new ones.

Sometimes, a somatic genetic mutation
can render a cell fitter than others, which
leads to the formation of tumours. So
these mutations are called driver
mutations.

Given these details, we should think of
the human body as a mosaic of cells
rather than as a clone of a single cell. In
their genomic composition, these cells are
similar to each other, but still different
enough thanks to a handful of genetic
variants. While most of these variants
may not have a function, a small number
will if they lie in parts of the genome
responsible for encoding proteins or
regulating them.

Knowledge explosion

Somatic genetic variants are important for
a number of normal physiological
processes. For example, the immune cells
in our body, which produce antibodies,
undergo an enormous amount of somatic
changes to create diverse proteins. These
proteins recognise and bind to specific
pathogens, forming a ‘library’ of cells,
each with a specific protein. During an
infection, the body selects cells from this
library, depending on which can bind to a
pathogen better, and uses them to make

BIG SHOT

knowledge only recently. This was due to our ability to sequence the genetic material in individual cells

An abstract illustration. We should think of the human body as a mosaic of cells rather than as a clone of a single cell. SHUBHAM DHAGE/UNSPLASH

antibodies.

Scientists have known of somatic
variants and their role in diseases for
many years now, but there has been an
explosion in the amount of data and
knowledge only recently.

This was due to our ability to sequence
the genetic material in individual cells.
Specifically, using advanced microfluidics
and high-throughput sequencers, we can
now sequence tens of thousands of cells
from a tissue at the same time, opening
big windows into genes and the functional
diversity of cells in the human body.

Cancer’s signatures

Somatic genetic variants play an
important role in the development of
cancers. We now know that somatic
changes can cause a cancer to develop
and that cancers can accelerate the
development of somatic changes. So they
can help with early detection, diagnosis,
and prognosis.

Early detection and diagnosis of
cancers rely on the fact that certain
patterns - called mutational signatures -
of genetic variations are characteristic of
specific cancers.

There are technologies to detect DNA
from tumour cells that has ‘escaped’ the
cells into blood or fluids, to spot a cancer
early. Similarly, certain variations in a
cancer could be used as a signature of the
disease’s progress and/or to track how a
tumour has responded to some course of
therapy.
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An error that occurs in the DNA after
birth but during development is
called a somatic genetic mutation.
Their occurrence is driven by the
repeated ‘copy-pasting’ of the genome

Under-recognised cause

The other major application for somatic
changes is in the development of genetic
diseases. Many genetic conditions arise
from somatic genetic variants. Obviously,
these conditions are not inherited from
either parent but are due to new genetic
variations that have arisen during
development. So the severity and
distribution of the disease depends on
how early or late during development the
corresponding mutation occurred.

In fact, somatic genetic variants are an
under-recognised cause of many immune
disorders that are the result of mutations
in a single gene, including primary
immunodeficiency disorders. In some
instances, somatic changes can be
beneficial in a genetic disease - by
changing a deleterious change to a
normal one, a phenomenon known as
revertant mosaicism. For example,
around 10% of cases of Wiskott-Aldrich
syndrome, a rare genetic
immunodeficiency, have been found to
have revertant mosaicism, as a result
alleviating the severity of the disease in

many individuals.

SMaHT Network

The U.S. National Institutes of Health
recently launched a programme focused
on understanding the breadth of somatic
mosaicism and the biological and clinical
significance of such somatic events in
humans. Called the ‘Somatic Mosaicism
across Human Tissues’ (SMaHT) Network,
it aims to catalyse our study of the field by
discovering somatic variants, developing
tools and resources with which to study
them, and improving our ability to
analyse, interpret, and organise them in
different biological and clinical contexts.

In effect, SMaHT should be able to
deliver novel biological insights using a
data-centric approach. The U.S.
government has for now invested $140
million in a SMaHT-led effort to
characterise somatic variants in 10-15
tissues from 150 post-mortem samples
obtained from deceased individuals.

As we plumb more intricate depths of
the cells that we are made of, and their
wondrous diversity, we also take strides
on the road to usher in innovative
approaches to understand and manage
the diseases that assail us. The ability to
scrutinise our genes at the level of single
cells also empowers us to reshape our
understanding of the fundamental
aspects of evolution.

The authors are senior consultants at the
Vishwanath Cancer Care Foundation. All
views and opinions are personal.
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A somatic genetic mutation
can render a cell fitter than
others, which leads to the
formation of tumours. So
these mutations are called
driver mutations
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Early detection and diagnosis
of cancers rely on the fact
that certain patterns - called
mutational signatures - of
genetic variations are
characteristic of specific
cancers. There are
technologies to detect DNA
from tumour cells that has
‘escaped’ the cells into blood
or fluids, to spot a cancer
early
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As we plumb more intricate
depths of the cells that we
are made of, we also take
strides on the road to usher
in innovative approaches to
understand and manage
diseases that assail us. The
ability to scrutinise our genes
at the level of single cells also
empowers us to reshape our
understanding of the
fundamental aspects of
evolution

Echolocation: What goes around comes around

Arkatapa Basu

What do bats, dolphins, and
submarines have in common?
They use the same technique to
get a sense of their surroundings:
echolocation. Here, an animal or
a device emits sound waves, and
listens for their reflections by
objects in their surroundings.
Based on what the reflected
waves, or echoes, sound like, the
animal or device understands its
environment.

Animals that use echolocation
emit high-frequency sound
pulses, often beyond the range of
human hearing. Bats, which have
poor eyesight, use this ability to
hunt and navigate in the dark
while dolphins use it to locate
objects and communicate
underwater. Whales and some
birds, such as the tawny oilbirds,
swiftlets and the tenrec (from
Madagascar), also use
echolocation.

Humans have harnessed the
principles of this ingenious
technique to create devices like
sonar and radar. Sonar’ is an
acronym of ‘sound navigation
and ranging’. It is widely used for

A Bechstein’s bat in flight. The mouth is open using
echolocation for orientation. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

applications, to detect and track objects by
bouncing radio waves off them.

More recently, engineers have used
echolocation to develop smartphone apps
that can create a map of a room to help
people with visual impairments navigate their
environs better.

underwater navigation,

Y

communications, and even as a
method to find fish. Radar - an
acronym of ‘radio detection and
ranging’ - is used in aviation,
weather forecasting, and military

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Customers at a seafood market in Beijing, China, on Friday. China will stop all seafood imports from Japan, escalating tensions between the two nations as Japan begins a
contentious release of treated wastewater from the wrecked Fukushima nuclear power plant. On the same day, fish auction prices around the plant dipped amid uncertainty
over consumer response, against the backdrop of protests at home and in neighbouring countries. BLOOMBERG
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