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No permission
for Nuh yatra:
Haryana CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 27

HARYANA CHIEF Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar said on
Sunday that permission has not
been granted for the proposed ya-
tra in Nuh district on Monday, in
view of the violence last month.
He appealed to devotees to offer
prayers at local temples instead.
The district administration
has imposed prohibitory orders
under Section 144, and said the
district's borders will be sealed.
The “Braj Mandal Jalabhishek
Yatra” had been called by the
Sarv Jatiya Hindu
Mahapanchayat.
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‘We really like each
other and need each
other. The world needs
us to like each other
and work together’

ERICGARCETTI
UNITED STATES
AMBASSADOR TOINDIA
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Raises concern over algorithmic bias,
seeks integrated approach on crypto

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Sunday called for a
global framework to ensure the
ethical use of artificial intelli-
gence (Al) as he flagged concerns
over algorithmic bias and its dis-
ruptive impact on society.

Emphasising the need to
deepen mutual trust and coop-
eration between countries, Modi
called for a similar, integrated
approach to deal with issues re-
lated to cryptocurrencies.

The Prime Minister was
speaking at the Business 20
(B20) Summit organised by the

PM Modi at the B20 Summit
in New Delhi. Amit Mehra

Confederation of Indian

Industries (CII), ahead of the G20

Summit next month.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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Delhi seeks to
help frame
discourse on
Al regulation

ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

WITH G20 SUMMIT less than
two weeks from now, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s call for
a global framework
on expansion of
“ethical” artificial in-
telligence (Al) tools
® aims at taking a
leadership position on the evolv-
ing debate over the need for con-
vergence amongst all countries
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

EXPLAINED

Rajesh Ramesh, Muhammed Ajmal Variyathodi, Amoj Jacob, Muhammed Anas came second
in the 4x400 m relay heat to qualify for the World Athletics final in Budapest. AP

India’s winning 4: Three fought injuries,
fourth is a footballer-turned-sprinter

ANDREW AMSAN
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

AFTER 2 minutes and 59.05 sec-
onds on the track at the World
Athletics Championships in
Budapest on Saturday night, the
Indian 4x400 metre relay quar-
tet of Muhammed Anas, Amoj

Muzaffarnagar school
where boy was beaten on
teacher’s orders sealed

JIGNASA SINHA
MUZAFFARNAGAR, AUGUST 27

AUTHORITIES IN Muzaffarnagar
on Sunday sealed a private
school in Khubbapur village,
where a seven-year-old boy was
beaten by other students on in-
structions from their teacher
earlier this week.

The teacher, Tripta Tyagi (60),
had allegedly referred to the
boy’s faith and talked pejora-
tively about “Mohammedan
children” as she asked other stu-
dents to beat the boy “hard”. The
boy’s family said he was beaten
up for a mistake in multiplica-
tion tables.

Tyagi, who also owns Neha
Public School where the incident
took place on Thursday, has been
booked under IPC sections 323
(causing hurt) and 504 (inten-
tional insult with intent to pro-
voke breach of peace). Police said
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she has not been arrested yet
since the sections are bailable.
Avideo of the incident went
viral on Friday, leading to calls for
action against the teacher and
the school. In the video, asking
the classmates to beat the boy,
Tyagi is heard purportedly say-
ing, “Maine toh declare kar diya,
jitne bhi Mohammedan bachche
hain, inke wahan chale jao (1 have
declared —all these Muslim chil-
dren, go to anyone’s area)...”
On Sunday, Basic Education
Officer Shubham Shukla said,
“We have conducted aninquiry...
We found that the school doesn’t
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Jacob, Muhammed Ajmal
Variyathodi and Rajesh Ramesh
became household names.

The unheralded relay squad
not only broke the Asian record
but also became the first Indian
team to reach a World
Championship final. The
Americans were in the same
heat as the Indians. But instead

of getting bogged down by the
pressure, the Indians ran the race
of their lives. On air, commenta-
tors were thrilled with the unex-
pected result and the mighty
scare the US got.

The lasting image, though it
was just for a fleeting second,
was Ramesh overtaking

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Hear Ruchir Sharma link
politics, economy, world
at Express Adda today

Investor and
author
Ruchir
Sharma

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, AUGUST 27

WALL STREET investor, author,
fund manager and political com-
mentator Ruchir Sharma, who is
now the Chairman of Rockefeller
International and Founder and
Chief Investment Officer of
Breakout Capital, aninvestment

firm focused on emerging mar-

kets, will be the guest at Express

Adda in Mumbai on Monday.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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ASAD REHMAN
GORAKHPUR, MAHARAJGANJY,
AUGUST 27

AMARMANI TRIPATHI'S influ-
ence over his home turf
Nautanwa can be gauged from
the streets — despite the former
Uttar Pradesh minister staying
away for the past 20 years, bar-

The residence-cum-office of Amarmani Tripathi (right) at
Nautanwa in Maharajganj district. Vishal Srivastav

epaper..ne'ss.cnm

ring a brief visitin 2006 while on
bail. The small town in
Maharajganj district, located
around 300 km from Lucknow,
today awaits the return of its

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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ADDRESS AT B20 SUMMIT

Create global framework
for ethical use of Al: PM
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India will lead
world in 2047,
says Dhankhar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR, AUGUST 27

INDIA WILL be on top of the
world by 2047 thanks to the
young generation’s “commit-
ment”, “directional approach”
and “service to society”, Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar
said Sunday.

Addressing students at an
event at Sainik School in
Jhunjhunu district, he said the
country is rising like never be-
fore and will lead the world
when it celebrates the centenary
of Independence in 2047.

“You are the future of this
country, you will shape this
country. But you are fortunate
that you are here at a time when
India is rising as never before.
Rise of India is unstoppable, we
are going to be world's number
one when we celebrate the cen-
tenary of our Independence in
2047,” Dhankhar said.

Citing the successful landing
of Chandrayaan-3 on the south
pole of the Moon, the vice pres-
ident said, "History was created.”

Dhankhar asked the students
to not be afraid of failure, citing
the example of Chandrayaan-2.
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HOW DAVID'S ‘LEONIDAS AT THERMOPYLAE’ CAPTURES THE SOUL OF SPARTA

Behind the Art: Leonidas at Thermopylae by Jacques-Louis David immortalises a defining moment in ancient
Greek history. The battle has inspired several works of art over time including the 2006 film " 300" -an epic

action movie, and more.
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Create framework for ethical
use of Al;: PM at B20 summit

Days after the BRICS Summit,
Modi also reiterated the impor-
tance of India's role in setting up
resilient and inclusive global sup-
ply chains.

Noting the excitement around
Al, Modi pointed out some ethi-
cal considerations. “The world has
to come together to solve the
challenges of skilling and
reskilling, and algorithmic bias
and its impact on society. Global
business communities and gov-
ernments have to ensure the ex-
pansion of ethical Al across differ-
ent sectors... the disruption is
beyond our thinking, and we
have to create a global frame-
work,” he said.

He cited the examples of the
aviation and financial sectors
which have seen global coordina-
tion. Positioning India as a crucial
element in the global supply
chains which were disrupted dur-
ing the pandemic, he said: “We
have seen some irreversible
changes since Covid-19, global
supply chains cannot be seen like
earlier. Can a supply chain be
called efficient if it breaks when
the world needs it the most... The

e Hear Ruchir Sharﬁiﬁ hnk pohtlcs, |
economy, world at Adda today

Known for the way he joins
the dots between politics, econ-
omy and global affairs to identify
emerging patterns and better fo-
cus on the big picture, Sharma
has written extensively on the
global economies, giving deep
insights about their growth and
slowdown. His observations are
keenly followed by policy mak-
ers and governments across the
world, including India.

In his best-seller '‘Breakout
Nations: In Pursuit of the Next
Economic Miracles' and other
books, Sharma has made a com-
pelling argument for which na-
tions will thrive, and which will
falter, in a global economy re-
shaped by the crisis of 2008. “No
one can forecast the next century
with any credibility and, more
importantly, be held account-
able for it,” he says in the book.

Sharma had moved to
Rockefellerin 2022 aftera 25-year
career at Morgan Stanley
Investment Management, where
he was Head of Emerging Markets
and Chief Global Strategist.

At the Express Adda, he will
be in conversation with Anant
Goenka, Executive Director, The
Indian Express group, and
Shyamal Majumdar, Editor,
Financial Express. He is likely to
share his views on the latest
global and national economic
trends post the Covid-19 pan-
demic and when inflation and
interest rates are at elevated lev-
els - all in the run-up to general
elections in 2024.

“My disappointment with
India as somebody who loves
this country so much that even
if my base is New York, at the
slightest excuse I come to India,
is that I wish we were much
more of an economic success
story. I wish our politicians
thought much more about giv-
ing people economic freedom,”
Sharma had said in an Express
Adda in September 2020. “But
unfortunately, I don’t think it’s
just about this government, but
atastate level what this episode
has shown me, including the
pandemic, is the incredible abil-
ity to hoard power. You don’t
want to give up power, that is
such an obsession, and you have
SO many supremos at the state
level as well,” he said.

He is passionate about poli-
tics and has covered every na-
tional election in India, and
many major state contests, go-
ing back to 1998. He led the first
trip with three journalist friends,

year Journey Through India.

Summers wrote about Sharma.

clude athletics and he continues
to train for the 100 and 200-me-

writing and running.

week every month travelling the

Atlantic, The Guardian, and

Foreign Policy. Sharmaisthe au- |
thor of '‘Breakout Nations',a2012
international bestseller, TheRise
and Fall of Nations', a 2016 New
bestseller,
'Democracy on the Road’, 2019, |
and most recently The 10 Rules |
. badal jaata hai (He is a big leader.

The Express Adda is a series !
of informal interactions organ- |
ised by The Indian Express |
Group and features those at the |
centre of change. Previous guests |
at the Adda include External |
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, Tata
Chairman N
Chandrasekaran, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, '
Union Housing and Urban Affairs |
and Petroleum and Natural Gas |
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri,
motivational strategist Gaur |
Gopal Das and, most recently,
. for politics in eastern Uttar

York Times

of Successful Nations', 2020.

Sons

filmmaker Karan Johar.

epaper..ne'ss.cnm

solution to that problem is India.
Efficient and trusted supply
chainsinIndia have animportant
place.”

Stressing on mutual trust, he
pitched India as a key player in-
ternationally. “Mutual trust needs
the most investment... and the
country that can function with
humility and sensitivity is India,”
he said. “Your partnership with
India is very important... if your
friendship is strong with India, it
will result in prosperity for both,”
he added.

Cautioning against a “self-
centric” approach, Modi said that
if businesses and governments
don’t shoulder global responsibil-
ity, it could result in a “new colo-
nial model”.

“If our focus is self-centric, we
won'tbe able to help ourselves or
theworld... Weare seeing thatin
the case of rare earth metals -
some regions have theminabun-
dance, while some don’t, even as
the whole world needs them.
This could become a new colonial
model,” he said.

“A profitable market can be
sustained when there’s a balance

medal or not in the final on
Sunday night, the viral video has
joined the list of iconic mo-
ments in Indian sport. In fact,
Robinson had to nudge back
Ramesh who was snapping at
his heels.

“Since 2016, we were ex-
pected to run 2:59 but it never
happened. It happened today,”

zone, minutes after the team
hugged on the track when the
time flashed on the big screen.
Their coach, Jamaican Jason
Dawson, had given them a sim-
ple but tough target — stay just
behind the lead runner, Jacob

guy. I had to be with him. Our

All four runners were out to
prove a point. The 4x400 metre
relay squad, one of the stronger
teams at the Asian level, hasn't
enjoyed success recently. There
was no medal at the
Commonwealth Games, they
did not qualify for the final at last
year's World Championship,
and they didn't win the gold at

“tallest leader”, who they believe
was "framed" in the 2003
Madhumita Shukla murder case.

OnThursday, the Uttar Pradesh
government ordered therelease of
Tripathi, 66, and his wife
Madhumani, 61, who had been
serving life imprisonment in the
murder case since 2007 —although
large periods of it were spentat the
BRD Medical College in Gorakhpur
on health grounds.

“Woh humare kaddawar neta
hain. Unka koi dosh nahi tha. Phasa
diye gaye thay. Aur agar dosh tha
bhi toh 20 saal ki saza mein vyakti

He was not guilty and was framed.
And if he was guilty, spending 20
years in jail changes a person),”
Shailendra Barnwal, 26, who sells
noodles near the railway station,
told The Indian Express.

Barnwal was aged just six on
May 8,2003, when twoassailants
shot dead Madhumita — with
whom Tripathi was alleged to
have been in a relationship — at
her Lucknow residence. Although
he has not seen Tripathi's active
daysinpolitics, Barnwalis certain
that his comeback “will be huge

said.

sumer care day”.

country’s lunar

industry,” he said.

But they tore apart the form
book in Budapest on the biggest
night for Indian relay on a global
stage.

While Ramesh, from Tamil
Nadu, is the youngest at 23,
Anas, from Kerala, is the oldest
at 28. Anas, an Asian Games sil-
ver medalist in the 400 metres,
had been written off after loss of
form and injuries.

Ramesh's career has been a
rollercoaster. He participated in
the 2018 U20 World
Championship but faded away.
Injuries, work commitments —
he worked full-time as a ticket
collector at the Trichy railway
station - and Covid-19 nearly
ended his career in 2020.

Since the 2018
Commonwealth Games, Jacob,
25, originally from Kerala but
raised in Delhi, was troubled
with injuries. At one point, he
contemplated quitting the sport.

Ajmal, also 25, from
Palakkad in Kerala, is a foot-
baller-turned-100m sprinter,
who switched to the one-lapper
just two years ago. He has
dreams of winning a major
medal via the relay route.

Anas's gold in the 400m in-
dividual event at the
Bhubaneswar Interstate Meet in

Pradesh”. “I have heard from eld-
ers that he is a great leader and
that everything in Maharajganj is
because of him. He built the roads
here, brought electricity, gave a
bypass,” said Barnwal, watching
reels on his phone as he awaited
customers.

Brijesh Mani Tripathi, chairman
of Nautanwa Nagar Palika, who is
close tothe Tripathi family, said the
former minister’s release will be a
gamechanger for the 2024 general
elections in eastern Uttar Pradesh.
“Whether he contests or not, or if
he campaigns, it doesn’t matter.
Evenif he stands onthe stage, it will
change the samikaran (political
equation),” he said.

Many consider Tripathi's re-
lease as a move by the BJP to ap-
pease the influential Brahmin
community — towhich he belongs
- in eastern Uttar Pradesh ahead
of the general elections. The BJP
has been accused of being anti-
Brahmin by Opposition parties at
different times, and Tripathi's re-
lease, many said, will help it gar-
ner support of the community.

Afour-time MLA, Tripathi has
been associated with all four ma-
jor parties in the state — Congress,

- meet the criteria of the depart-
. ment. We have issued a notice
in the interest between produc- |
ers and consumers. Consumers
canbe bothindividuals and coun- !
tries. Treating countries justasa '
market will not work. Making
everyone equal partners in |
progress is the way forward,” he
- fused to be named, said, “It'san

Modi also urged business |
leaders tolook beyond consumer
rights, and focus on consumer |
care. “Can we talk about con- '
sumer care? [twill send a positive !
signal and will resolve consumer
rights issues. We need to boost
trust between businesses and
consumers,” he said, and sug- :
gested that a day should be ob-
served as “international con- |
- students will be moved to a

The Prime Minister also high-
lighted the contribution of vari- :
ous Indian MSMEs and private '
companies in the success of the '
mission,
Chandrayaan-3. “Many compo- |
nents that were needed to make
the mission a success were devel-
oped and provided by private
companiesand MSMEsintime... :
itis the success of science and the |

to the school to seal it and au-
thorities are conducting an in-
vestigation to take further ac-
tion. Notice has also been
served to the teacher for hitting
the child.”

Another officer, who re-

under-construction building
and the teacher taught the stu-
dents at her home. There were
no fans or lights for the chil-
dren. There were no sections
for classes 1 to 5. We have
sealed it for now.”

Sources said notices have
also been sent to de-recognise
the school from the UP
Education Board. “All the 50

government school [in the vil-
lage] or other schools in the dis-
trict within a week,” said the of-
ficer. The boy’s family has
already taken him out of the
school and is looking for a new
school.

When contacted, Tyagi and
her family members refused to
comment on the sealing of the
school. They said they were up-

- set with the villagers and “dis-

June marked his comeback.
“After Covid, I had an injury
from the Tokyo Olympics. I have
recovered now and come back
to form. I feel so good,” he said.

Saturday night was redemp-
tion for Jacob, his father, P A
Jacob, said. “He was really frus-
trated. He was working very
hard but the results were not
showing. He has gone through
some difficult times. But now, he
has found an excellent team and
is doing well. I am so pleased
with the way he has pro-
gressed,” he said.

After the heats, Jacob, who
ran the fastest split, boldly pro-
claimed that they would go af-
ter amedal in the finals. “We are
coming,” he said.

National coach Premanand
Jayakumar, who works along-
side Dawson, worked closely
with the men’s team at the na-
tional camp in
Thiruvananthapuram. Although
he did not travel to Budapest, he
was glued to the television.
When a mental barrier - sub-3
minutes -- was broken, he was
ecstatic.

“Chasing down the
Americans was a race plan. We
did not care if our opponent was
from the US or even a divine be-

SP,BSP and BJP - and alsowon an
election from jail.

However, his family is keeping
the plans - if Tripathi will return
to politics and for which party -
under wraps for now. Tripathi’s
son Aman Mani, 32,a former MLA
from Nautanwa whois out on bail
inthe murder case of his wife Sara,
is currently the face of the family
in public.

InPahuni, the Tripathis' ances-
tral village, the support for their
leader is stronger - across reli-
gions and castes.

“Buss ek baar bol de woh ki
kisko vote dena. Usi ko vote jayega.
Har ek vote usi ko denge. Agarwoh
khud khade honge toh ek record
banega(He just has to say whowe
should vote for. We will vote ac-
cordingly. And if he stands in the
elections, he will create a new
record),” said Sohail Khan, a 35-
year-old tailor.

Across the village, there is ex-
citement over their leader's re-
turn. “The day he comes here will
not be less than Diwali for us.
People from the whole district will
gathertowelcome him,” said Om
Prakash Shukla, a 68-year-old
farmerwith 10 acres of farmland.
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Fuelling change: Sports
Revolution through
Sports For All

In 3 Things, we discover how Vishwas
Choksi and Rishikesh Joshi, the founders of
Sports For All, are transforming the
landscape of school sports and learn about
the impactful mission of SFA.

eSchool where boy was beaten on
teacher’s orders is sealed

turbed”.

The village has close to 375
families and only two schools -
a government school with
classes 1 to 5, and Neha Public
School, which was registered in
2019.

Villagers in Khubbapur told
The Indian Express that all
other private schools were
some distance away and rela-
tively expensive. The parents
paid Rs 300-500 per month at
Neha Public School while other
schools charge a monthly fee of
Rs 1,500-Rs 2,000, which many
families cannot afford.

The National Commission
for Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR), meanwhile, has di-
rected the Muzaffarnagar
Senior Superintendent of Police
toinitiate an inquiry and lodge
an FIR against the teacher. The
officer has also been instructed
to submit an action taken re-
port within a week.

The NCPCR has also directed
the Muzaffarnagar District
Magistrate to initiate action in
the matter under Section 17
(child being subjected to phys-
ical punishment/mental ha-
rassment) of the RTE Act, 2009.

e Winning 4: Three fought injuries, fourth is a footballer-turned-sprinter

- AmericanJustin Robinsonin the
- final leg. Whether they win a
and the pack has since grownto
20regularsand a few guest trav- |
ellers. They typically travel over
1,000 miles over a week, and |
have interviewed everyone from |
local voters to national leaders, |
including Narendra Modi and |
the Gandhis. These travels are |
captured in his 2019 book,
Democracy on the Road: a 25- |
- Anas told reporters in the mixed
“Ruchir Sharma is a shrewd |
and thoughtful observer of !
emerging markets. His insights |
deserve the attention of allwho |
care about the future of the |
global economy,” former US |
Treasury Secretary Lawrence H |
- said. “I was focusing on the US
Sharma’s other interests in-
- coach had said whoever is first,
- you have to be behind him,” he
ters sprints. No matterwherehe | added.
isin the world, or how hectichis !
scheduleis, he triesnottomissa |
single day of training.In2011, he |
represented India in the World |
Masters Athletic championship |
in Sacramento. He also has a |
keeninterestin wildlifeand cin- |
ema and attends international '
film festivals when he canfinda |
moment away from investing, |
- the recent Asian Championship.
Based in New YOrk and |
Miami, he typically spends one | . . .
“e Amarmani’s home turf calls his release a gamechanger, kin keep plans under wraps
world, visiting different coun- |
tries, meeting with leading politi-
cians, CEOs, and other local char- |
acters,who populate hiswriting. |
He is a contributing opinion !
writer at The New York Times. |
His work has alsoappearedinthe '
Wall Street Journal, the Financial '
Times, Foreign Affairs, The |

ing. Coach Dawson's plan was to
fight it out. When I watched
Rajesh push the American, I felt
so proud. At that moment, I felt
thatIndiais surely coming upin
athletics. We are very close to
the global level. It was a historic
moment,” Jayakumar said.
“Everyone in the teamranas
per Coach Dawson's plan. We
were astonished but glad to see
that everyone played their role
to perfection,” Jayakumar said.
What also worked for the
team was that they got time to
acclimatise. Although most of
the pre-Worlds training took
place in Thiruvananthapuram,
the Athletics Federation of India
decided to send the relay team
20 days in advance to Budapest.
“It was like a foreign exposure
training for us. We could accli-
matise well, and that is one of
the reasons we have performed
well. Also, since the boys did not
have any individual events, we
had fresh legs,” Jayakumar said.
After the race, Ramesh was
so exhausted that he needed as-
sistance to get off the track. “I
was shouting 'you die but let us
reach the final',” Jacob said later.
And Ramesh did give it his all
to make it a memorable night
for India.

Aman Mani, however, pre-
ferred to play down speculation
around his father's comeback in
politics. “We haven't decided any-
thing or thought anything so far.
We are a political family,” he said.

In the 2022 Assembly elec-
tions, Aman Mani, who con-
tested from Nautanwa as an
Independent, stood third, secur-
ing 20.46% votes. Rishi, the can-
didate of NISHAD party, a BJP
ally, won the election, garnering
40% votes.

Asked if there is an under-
standing with the BJP, considering
that the current government re-
leased his parents, Aman Mani
said, “It is not about any under-
standing. But we have very good
family relations with Maharaj ji
(Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath).
The relations are not political.”

“Our only priority is that my
parents get the best treatment and
come out of there (BRD Medical
College)as per doctor’sadvice,” he
said at the family home in
Gorakhpur’s Durgavani locality.

Although formally released,
the Tripathi couple continue tore-
mainina private ward at the hos-
pital. Aman Mani said his father

e Delhi seeks to help frame
discourse on Al regulation

on regulating sectors such as Al
and cryptocurrencies. In a way, it
also puts a stamp of approval at
the highest level on the pro-
nounced shiftin New Delhi’'s own
position — from not considering
any legal intervention on regulat-
ing Al in the country to now a
move in the direction of actively
formulating regulations based on
a “risk-based, user-harm” ap-
proach.

Part of this shift was reflected
in a new consultation paper
floated by the apex telecommu-
nications regulator Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI)inJuly, which said that the

Centre should set upadomes-
tic statutory authority toregulate
Alin India through the lens of a
“risk-based framework”, while
also calling for collaborations
with international agencies and
governments of other countries
for forminga global agency for the
“responsible use” of Al. Thereisa
strong likelihood that this pro-
posal for a global agency with reg-
ulatory oversight on what is seg-
mented as “responsible” or
“ethical” Al use cases could be a
key facet of India’s official submis-
sion at the upcoming leader’s
summit early next month. This
also comes amid indications that
Centre is looking to draw a clear
distinction between different
types of online intermediaries, in-
cluding Al-based platforms, and
issue specificregulations foreach
of these intermediaries in a fresh
legislation called the Digital India
Bill that is expected to replace the
Information Technology Act,
2000.

Just in April, the Ministry of
Electronics and IT had said that it
is not considering any law to reg-
ulate the Al sector, with Union IT
minister Ashwini Vaishnaw ad-
mitting that though Al “had eth-
ical concerns and associated
risks”, it had proven to be an en-
abler of the digital and innovation
ecosystem. “The NITI Aayog has
published a series of papers on
the subject of Responsible Al for
All. However, the government is
not considering bringing alaw or
regulating the growth of artificial
intelligence in the country,”
Vaishnaw had said in a writtenre-
sponse in the Lok Sabha this
Budget Session.

The TRAT's July recommenda-
tion on forming an international
body for responsible Al is broadly
in line with an approach enunci-
ated by Sam Altman, the founder
of OpenAl - the company behind
ChatGPT - who had called for an
international regulatory body for
Al, akin to that overseeing nuclear
non proliferation. Incidentally,
tech major Microsoft, which hasa
stake in OpenAl, had floated a

has a neurological disorder along
with spinal cord and orthopedic
issues, while his mother has psy-
chiatric issues.

Dr Rajesh Kumar Rai, Chief
Medical Superintendent of BRD
Medical College, said, “They are
undergoing treatment and their
discharge is in the hands of the
doctors treating them.”

While Tripathi, considered by
many as a “bahubali” or strong-
man, continues to enjoy the im-
age of a “messiah” in his home
turf, the family of Madhumita
Shuklaare still not done with their
fight for justice.

Madhumita’s sister Nidhi
Shukla has written to President
Droupadi Murmu and Uttar
Pradesh Governor Anandiben
Patel, opposing the release, citing
an ongoing Supreme Court hear-
ing in the matter, and accusing
Tripathi of misleading the author-
ities. According to her, she feared
for her life after his release.

Opposition SP leader and
Kannauj MP Dimple Yadav has
also questioned the government’s
decision to release the Tripathis,
equatingit to the remission of sen-
tence for the Bilkis Bano case con-

blueprint for Al governance in
India earlier this month. Titled
“Governing Al: A Blueprint for
India”, the paper proposed regu-
lations prescribing safety and se-
curity requirements, then chart
out deployment for permitted
uses in a licensed Al data centre
with post-deployment safety and
security monitoring and protec-
tion. “India is experiencing a sig-
nificant technological transfor-
mation that presents a
tremendous opportunity to
leverage innovation for economic
growth. This paper offers some of
our ideas and suggestions as a
company, placed in the Indian
context,” said Brad Smith, Vice
Chair and President of Microsoft
in the foreword to the paper re-
leased August 24. Microsoft has
offered to share its “specialised
knowledge” about advanced Al
models to help the government
define the regulatory threshold.

These developments come as
policymakers across jurisdictions
have stepped up regulatory
scrutiny of generative Al tools,
prompted by ChatGPT's explosive
launch. The concerns being
flagged fall into three broad
heads: privacy, system bias and
violation of intellectual property
rights.

The policy response has been
different too across jurisdictions,
with the European Union having
taken a predictably tougher
stance by proposing to bringin a
new Al Act that segregate artifi-
cial intelligence as per use case
scenarios, based broadly on the
degree of invasiveness and risk;
the UK is on the other end of the
spectrum, with a decidedly ‘light-
touch’ approach that aims to fos-
ter, and not stifle, innovation in
this nascent field. The US ap-
proach falls somewhere in be-
tween, with Washington now
setting the stage for defining an
Alregulation rulebook by kicking-
off public consultations earlier
this year on how to regulate arti-
ficial intelligence tools. This 0s-
tensibly builds on a move by the
White House Office of Science
and Technology Policy in October
last year to unveil a Blueprint for
an Al Bill of Rights. China too has
released its own set of measures
to regulate Al

This also comes in the wake of
calls by tech leaders Elon Musk,
Steve Wozniak (Apple co-
founder) and over 15,000 others
fora six-month pausein Al devel-
opment in April this year, saying
labs are in an “out-of-control
race” to develop systems that no
one can fully control. They also
said labs and independent ex-
perts should work together toim-
plement a set of shared safety
protocols.

victs. Tripathi's main political ri-
val Kunwar Kaushal Singh, a for-
mer SPMLA, alleged: “Heisaman
convicted of murdering an inno-
cent woman after being in a rela-
tionship with her. He has somany
criminal activities attached to him
thatifIsitdown telling you, it will
take hours.”

“Now, the people are happy
thatheis comingback.Idon’tun-
derstand this kind of society
where murderers and convicts are
celebrated for being development
oriented. The only development
he has done is for his family,” said
Singh, 53, who had stood second
in the 2022 polls in Nautanwa
with 33.23% votes. Tripathi's “of-
fice” in Nautanwa, like his resi-
dence in Gorakhpur, is spread over
one acre land. The premises has
an office, a house, a temple and
parking space.

A CBI court in Uttarakhand,
where the murder case was trans-
ferred by the Supreme Court, had
in 2007 convicted the Tripathi
couple and two others, including
his nephew Rohit Chaturvedi. In
July 2012, the Uttarakhand High
Court upheld the life term
awarded to the four convicts.
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New Delhi: Artificial intelligence
can substitute neither human
intelligence nor humane ele-
ment in the adjudicatory
process, the Delhi High Court
held. Justice Prathiba M Singh
stated the accuracy and reliabil-
ity of Al-generated data is still
in the grey area.

Soon, a subway to bridge gap
between 2 airport terminals

GAYATHRIMANI This method was selected

The court’s observations
came while dealing with a law-
suit by luxury brand Christian
Louboutin against a partnership
firm involved in the manufac-
ture and sale of shoes allegedly
inviolation of its trademark.The
counsel for the plaintiff submit-
ted that “Red Sole Shoe” was its

registered trademark in India
and placed before court re-
sponses by ChatGPT with re-
spect to its “reputation”.

“The said tool (ChatGPT) can-
not be the basis of adjudication
of legal or factual issues in a court
of law. The response of a Large
Language Model (LLM) based

Luxury brand relies on ChatGPT to fight trademark case

chatbots such as ChatGPT, which
is sought to be relied upon by the
Counsel for the Plaintiff, depends
upon a host of factors... Further,
there are possibilities of incor-
rect responses, fictional case
laws, imaginative data etc. gen-
erated by Al chatbots,” said the
courtin arecent order. PTI

CONNECTING IGI AIRPORT METROTO T2 construction,” said officias.

NEW DELHI,AUGUST 27

TO ENSURE a hassle-free expe-
rience for travellers who disem-
bark at the IGI Airport Metro sta-
tion (T3) and want to head to
Terminal 2 or vice-versa, the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC)is planning to construct
a subway to connect the two.
Currently, passengers have
to get out of the station near
Terminal 3 and either walk half a
kilometre to T2, wait for a shuttle
bus provided by the airport, or de-
pend onother modes of transport.
With the subway, there will be di-
rect connectivity betweenT3 and
T2, helping passengers save time.
According to officials, the
subway will be 70 metres long.
In May, DMRC signed an MoU
with Delhi International Airport

THE PROJECT
Length Width Height
I0m* 10m 42m
‘approx

M Current update: MoU
signed between DMRC and
DIAL, tender floated

B Construction timeline:
21 MONTHS

Limited (DIAL) for construction,
operation and maintenance of
the subway and floated a tender.

Officials said cost of construc-
tion, including utility shifting
work, if any, will be borne by DIAL.
The Delhi Metro will bear system
operation and maintenance costs
of the subway including electri-

No nod for Nuh vatra,

pray at local temples:
Haryana CM Khattar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 27

A DAY after the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) asserted that the
planned Braj Mandal Jalabhishek
Yatra will take place in Nuh dis-
trict Monday, Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
Sunday said that permission for
the yatra has been declined as a
precautionary step keeping in
view the violence that took place
a month ago. He also appealed
to devotees to offer prayers at lo-
cal temples instead of going to
other places in the state.

“... It's the duty of the gov-
ernment to ensure safety (of
citizens). Our administration
and police have taken this de-
cision that instead of a yatra,
people should perform jalab-
hishek (at the local level). It
should be done where they
(people) are living instead of
staging demonstrations while
going to other places in
Haryana...,” said Khattar.

He said an appeal has been
made to people to ensure law and
order. “Permission should be
granted for jalabhishek prayers
keeping in view the sentiments
of the people,” he added.

On Saturday, the VHP had
said the yatra will be taken out
even after the Nuh administra-
tion denied permission in the

wake of the G20 Sherpa group
meeting, to be held in the district
from September 3-7, and to
maintain law and order follow-
ing the July 31 communal vio-
lence that left six dead.

At Nuh, Deputy Commis-
sioner Dhirendra Khadgata an-
nounced the imposition of CrPC
Section 144 in response to invi-
tations for the procession by
some organisations.

“If anyone is spreading mis-
leading propaganda regarding
participating in processions, it
will be considered a violation of
Section 144, and action will be
taken... The District Magistrate
stated that Sarv Jatiya Hindu
Mahapanchayat's call for a Braj
Mandal procession... poses pos-
sibility of tension... harm to hu-
man life... disturbance to public
peace... Therefore, these orders
have been enacted in the district
forimmediate implementation
by Superintendent of Police,
Nuh,” the administration stated.

The DC clarified in the or-
ders that anyone carrying

cal and mechanical aspects.

The subway will be con-
structed using the ‘box-pushing’
method, said officials. “In this
method, vertical excavation or
large-scale digging is not re-
quired. It's much faster than the
conventional ‘cutand cover’ tech-
nology used generally for subway

keeping in mind the presence of
utilities, buildings etc.,in the sur-
rounding areas, limited space
availability, and traffic manage-
ment concerns, said an official.

Officials said it will take 21
months to complete the struc-
ture after work is awarded.

According to DIAL officials,
while the walk from T3 to T2 is
five minutes, there are golf cart
services between the two termi-
nals for people who cannot walk
long distances, like pregnant
women, senior citizens etc.

As per the Delhi Airport web-
site, there is also a complimen-
tary bus which shuttles between
terminals every 20 minutes.

The daily average footfall at
T2 is 38,000-42,000 while it is
1.19-1.241akh at T3, as per airport
officials.

Gurgaon jhuggi gets
‘death threat’ notices,
cops deployed in area

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, AUGUST 27

TWO NOTICES levelling “death
threats” were stuck on the tin
sheets of a jhuggi in Sector 69, po-
lice said. This comes weeks after
the violence that hit the city fol-
lowing the Nuh clashes, which
had prompted several migrant
labourers to leave fearing attacks.
Residents of the slum cluster
claimed the posters asked them
to vacate theirhomes by Monday;,
on failure of which their houses
would be set on fire. It also con-
tained derogatory language
against Muslims, they alleged.
The jhuggi is inhabited by mi-
grant labourers from West
Bengal, UP and Bihar. Said Jeena
Khatun from Malda, who works
asadomestic helpinaresidential
society across the jhuggi, “One of

the residents found the posters
and alerted others... The atmos-
phere suddenly changed and we
were all scared. Around 9.30 am,
police came and removed them.”

Police from Badshahpur sta-
tionassured residents of helpand
protection. “We've told them not
to be scared. The posters are be-
ing checked and we’ll arrest the
culprits soon,” said an officer.
Eight policemen, a police car and
abike were deployed at the slum.

The notice was signed off as
‘Bajrang Dal/VHP'. VHP Gurgaon
president Ajit Yadav denied their
involvement and said no mem-
ber of theirs would commit such
anact.

Meenu Singh, a domestic
worker said, “Since the ultima-
tum is for tomorrow, many de-
cided to stay put. After police
came, we felt reassured... Some
people have already left...”

Condolence Meeting

SREELATA NAMBIAR
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Ministry of Houslng
and Urban Affairs
Government of India
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&
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SALIENT FEATURES

« Large capacity lifts on both sides « Tensile Fabric
covered roof to protect pedestrians from sun and rain
+ Flood-lit deck for easy movement at night « Provision
of ramp for differently-abled persons to access lift easily

Sreelata Nambiar, aged 61, resident of 24 A
Pocket 6 MIG Flats Mayur Vihar Phase 3 Delhi
110096 passed away at her residence on
21.8.23.

} She is survived by her husband A Hariharan,

Son Hari Sagar, Daughter-in-law Karishma Kaushik, Grandson
Aahan, Sister Shailaja, Brother-in-law K Gopalan Kutty, their
Daughter Sneha, Son-in-law Karthik, Son Sachin Gopalan and
Daughter-in-law Aishwarya.

weapons will be subject to the
ban. All educational institutions
and banks in the district will re-
main closed Monday.

Nuh administration officials
also said borders surrounding
the district have been sealed
and entry would not be allowed
to anyone except locals in
the area.

Utsav Pandal

+« Open pandal (2475 sqm) « Party lawn (2000 sqm)
+ Double storey utility block with lift : 3 air-conditioned
rooms » Ample car parking « Public toilet block

A remembrance gathering will be held on September 5, 2023 from

to 5 pm at idence to pay h to her depatted soul. : _ _ : .
3 to > pm at our residence to pay homage to her departed sou For more details dial Toll Free No.: 1800110332 | Visit : www.dda.gov.in| Follow us on £ @ddaofiicial B @official_dda & @official dda_ - @0Micial_dda
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the country.”

India energising the rnb-oht'i'cs framework for healthcare: Dr. Vandana Talwar at ASSOCHAM Summit

“To herald the era of
sustainably invested digital
healthcare ecosystem, there's a
strong need to design
healthcare infrastructure that
minimises environmental
impacts, reduces waste, adopts
renewable energy sources,
utilises the technological
advancements to pave the way
for universal health coverage in

— Dir. {Mrs). Vandano Talwar
Medical! Superintendent
VIME & Safdariong Hospital

ADVERTORIAL

. ASSOCHAM

A B Ideate - Innowabe  Impact

SESSION 2: PROMOTING INMNOWVATION IN HEALTHCARE THROUGH TECHNOLOGY
ADVANCEMENTS (L to B} Mr. Amit Bansal, v, Hema Divakar, Or, Sudhis Kalhan, Mr. Orprakash
Subbarao, Dr, Sushal Kumar Meher, WMr. Raj Prakash Wyas, Dr. Prashant KEulshrestha, Mr Pravek Saxena

KEMOWLEDGE PAPER RELEASE [L ta R) Dr. Sudhir Kalhan, Ms. Pushpa Vijayvaraghavan, Or. {Prof) Rajinder K Dhamija, Chief Guest Dr. {Mrs). Vandana Talwar, Fadma Shri Dr, [Prof.) 0. 5 Rana and
Dr. Azshish Chawdhry

he second edition of the Healthcare Summit and procedures in the near future. Ayushman Bharat Digital
T Mission achieved a significant milestone and continues to
bridge the gap through the digital highways. Recently, at the

Safdarjang Hospital, a robotic renal transplant was
conducted and streamed live for 52 medical colleges in 20

countries.

Awards, organised by ASSOCHAM on August 22, 2023
at New Delhi, rang in a series of sessions on the giant
strides India is making in healthcare. The summit highlighted
how the advancements in Al in healthcare may reshape
healthcare, optimise hospital operations and surgical

SESSION 3: BUILDING SUSTAINABLE HEALTHCARE 5YSTEMS (L to R) Mr. Sandeep Kumar Jain,
&r. Manu Malhotra, Mr. Sathish Suri, Dr. Kzran Thakur, Dr. Poomima Prabhakaran, Mr Sanjeev Vashishta

Fedicitation of winners during ASSCCHAM ™ 2 Healthcare Surnmit and Awards 2023

SESSI0OM 4: ROLE OF QUALITY STANDARDS FOR HEALTH CARE DELIVERY AND
MANAGEMENT (L to R) Mr. 5andeep Kumar Jain, Ms. Sushmita Roy, Or. Rajesh
kesari, Dr, Atul Eochhar, Mr, Pankaj Johri, Dr, Vijay Agarwal, Dr, Girdbar Gyani,
Wing Commander b K Bose

SESSIOM 5: FUNDING FUEL — ACCELERATING CAPACITY AND SCALE-UFP OF
HEALTHCARE ECO SYSTEM (L to R} Mr, Sandeep Kumar Jain, Mr. Chirag Sachdey,
Ms, Pushpa Vijavaraghavan, Dr, D K Gupta, D Vishal Gandhi, D, Sunil K Ehetarpal,
Wr. Marnit Chugh, M Rahul Agarwal
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SPECIALLY CREATED FOR SUMMIT

Maps, tourist spots:

Infoin 110 languages

on new police website

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

TO EASE communication for
Summit attendees and residents,
the Delhi Police has launched a
special ‘G20 Traffic Police’ web-
site that can be accessed in more
than 110 languages.

As per police, the website of-
fers a comprehensive view of the
city with essential maps, impor-
tant contacts, weather and social
media updates, traffic arrange-
ments and police services.

SS Yadav, Special CP (Traffic),
said the virtual helpdesk —
https://traffic.delhipolice.gov.in/
dtpg20info/ — has been spe-
cially created for the Summit as
the Lutyens’ area will be par-
tially sealed for residents. Police
said the entire New Delhi dis-
trict has been declared a con-
trolled zone from September 8
till September 10. Only bona fide
residents, authorised vehicles
and emergency services will be
allowed.

The website also provides
route options from the airport to
hotels and from hotels to the G20
Convention Centre in Pragati
Maidan for invitees. Names, con-
tacts and routes for guests staying
at the Taj Palace Hotel, Imperial
Hotel, The Leela, Shangri-La Eros
Hotel, Le Meridien, etc., are men-
tioned on the site.

Routes for people using
metro, bus and taxi services are
displayed along with an essen-
tial map showing hotels, hospi-
tals, markets, venues and railway
station locations.

“All buses will operate on
Ring Road and the road network

— BRIEFLY

Jteensgo
onstabbing
spree torob
people, 1dead

New Delhi: A group of five
teenagers allegedly went
on a stabbing spree in a
Northwest Delhi locality
and injured four persons,
one of whom later died on
Saturday. The Delhi Police
apprehended three of the
boys and are conducting
raids to nab the others.
The incidents took place
within 15 minutes of each
other. As per the police,
the first PCR call came
around 12 pm after three
personsalleged they were
waylaid by five boys and
stabbed. Police said the
injured persons were
rushed to a hospital and
are stable. They sustained
minor stabinjuries on the
abdomen. In the next 10-
20 minutes, the accused
targeted a 25-year-old
manin the sameareaand
tried to snatch his purse
and phone. When he re-
sisted, one of them al-
legedly stabbed the man
in the chest. He died later,
said police. Police nabbed
the three boys from their
homes later. ENS

2020riots:
Prosecution
rapped for not
submitting

evidence

New Delhi: A Delhi court
pulled up the prosecution
for not submitting a video
pertaining to the identifi-
cation of the accused in
connection with a 2020
Northeast Delhi riots
case. Additional Sessions
Judge (AS]) Pulastya
Pramachala, hearing a
case on Friday, said it was
“unfortunate” that the
prosecution was “befool-
ing” the court. He also
warned the investigating
agency not to repeat such
conduct in future. PTI

Lights around the Bharat Mandapam, Sunday. Abhinav Saha

beyond the Ring Road towards
the borders of Delhi. These will
be allowed to enter/exit Delhi
but can’t enter the New Delhi
area. Any non-destined vehicle
will be diverted to eastern and
western peripheral express-

and other places will remain
open for all visitors.

Police said Khan Market and
Janpath Market will be closed to
the public from September 8-
10. However, Karol Bagh,
Chandni Chowk, Sarojini Nagar,

ways. Dilli Haat and
Theycan’t ; Lajpat Nagar mar-
enter g ket will be open.

Delhi as Ly The website
most bor- b also provides de-
ders will COUNTDOWNTO tails and travel in-
be par- formation for out-
tially G 2 O station visits such
sealed. as the Taj Mahal in
We will, Agra, City Palace in
however, Udaipur, Amber

facilitate movement of passen-
gers to the airport, New Delhi
and old Delhi railway stations.
We advise such passengers to
take suggested routes...,” said an
officer.

Visitors to the website can
browse the ‘Delhi At a Glance’
section and check out the lists of
tourist attractions, places of wor-
ship and popular markets.

Qutub Minar, Akshardham
Temple, Lotus Temple, Jama
Masjid, Jantar Mantar, Red Fort

Fort, Neemrana Fort etc.

The traffic police have also
launched a WhatsApp number
—91 8750871493 — that can be
used 24x7 by the public.
Helpline numbers for senior cit-
izens, women, complaint status,
medical emergencies and miss-
ing person reports, can be ac-
cessed on the website.

It also has a map with infor-
mation on the district, 50 traffic
circles and names of relevant of-
ficers.

POLICE DATA ON CASES SHOWS

200% spike in cyber fraud

this yr, recovery, arrest low
AN UPTICK

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

IN MAY, Delhi saw one of its
biggest cyber scams after a 34-
year-old doctor was duped of
Rs4 crore by a gang posing as of-
ficials from the Narcotics Control
Bureau. As per police, the ac-
cused told the woman that large
quantities of MDMA and other
pills were found in a FedEx
courier under her name. The
woman was threatened that her
“packages” had been seized in
Mumbai and that Maharashtra
Police would make an arrest. She
was then told to empty her bank
account as her details had
been compromised. Scared, the
woman shared her bank details
— only to find that the accused
had made off with her cash.

It'sbeen three months and no
arrest has been made yet. This
case is one among over 25,000
cyber fraud cases filed till August
this year — a 212% increase com-
pared to the 8,000 cases filed last
year in the same period, as per
datareleased by the Delhi Police.

The cases, ranging from UPI
fraud to bank and email scams,
have meant a financial loss ex-
ceeding Rs 200 crore this year,
police said. Besides, only 2-8% of
the cheated money has been re-
covered, said sources.

As per data, Rs 8-10 crore has
been recovered this year after ar-
rests were made from Delhi, UP,
Haryana, Jharkhand, Bihar, and
Karnataka. Last year, Rs 1-2 crore
of the cheated sum was recovered.

Incidentally, the number of
complaints received is even
higher. Sources said since
January 2022, more than 2.2 lakh
cyber fraud complaints have
been received through the
National Cybercrime Reporting
Portal (NCRP) in Delhi.

Investigation in a majority of
these is pending since only 1-2%
of the complaints are converted
into FIRs, said a source. Police said
this is because each FIR is regis-
tered by clubbing together simi-
lar complaints and victims also
lodge double or false complaints.

With the multiplicity and vari-
ety of scams, and crime syndicates
operating from different states,
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Partly cloudy sky
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History, mythology, dance forms come to
life on city walls, courtesy local street artists

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 27

IRFAN KHAN (26) periodically
soaked his brush in azure blue,
dabbing it expertly on a wall ata
road under bridge 13 of the Indian
Railways that leads to the G20
Summit venue. He carefully
painted abstract waves, wielding
stroke after stroke with finesse.
All the while, he kept glancing at
his phone to ensure his art
matched the picture given to him.

Khan, a self-taught street
artist, and several others have
been hired to give the
national capital an artistic
makeover for the mega event.

Showing the picture, which
is of gods sitting on a boat, Khan,
who is from a small town in
Uttar Pradesh, said, “My contrac-
tor sent me this for reference. I
think it’s a picture of Radha-
Krishna sitting on a boat with
some gopis... | have contributed
inmaking other huge pictures of
Krishna, Bajrangbali, Shri Ram
and other deities.”

He prides himself on trans-
forming the most ordinary walls
withabrush. “Ihave worked asa
street artist in many cities across
India. I currently work as a daily-
wage artist for which I am paid
Rs 700 for 8 hours a day in the
Pragati Maidan area.l have been
working on this for the last one-
and-a-half months,” he said.

Khan gets work for six
months. For the rest of the year,
he earns by painting walls at
construction sites.

To offer the city a creative and
visual facelift for the Summit, civic
bodiesin Delhi have employed lo-
cal artists to spruce up walls in
bright colours. According to offi-
cials stationed around Pragati
Maidan, between 20-30 street
artists had been assigned work in
the area around the Bharat
Mandapam convention centre to
paint murals on drab walls and
give the areaavibrantappearance.

Cyber fraud
cases

Amount
cheated

Amount
recovered

(Data till August 1)

80-90%

Chargesheet A

rate since 2021
2500+ [
Arrests in bank fraud =«
and OTP scams

the Delhi Police’s IFSO unit has its
task cut out. Officers in the unit
said while their chargesheetrateis
high (not including NCRP com-
plaints), recovery of cheated
money isn’t possible in all cases.

Here are some notorious
scams that have come to light in
the past year:

‘Fake call’ scam

Police said the accused pose
as bank officials, investment
company executives, or tech ex-
ecutives to get information from
targets. Once they get confiden-
tial data such as credit card de-
tails, OTPs, net banking pass-
words, or other details, they
siphon off the money.

“We have unearthed several
such fake call centres and caught
their handlers, people who give
bank accounts to the gang to re-
ceive money, and other associates.
However, the issue is that recov-
ering the cheated amount is hard
as these gangs distribute money
to their associates within 10-15
days of the crime and/or send the
money to offshore accounts,” said
an officer from the IFSO.

Cryptocurrency and
investment scams

In such scams, the accused
create fake websites that lure peo-
ple to invest in stocks or Bitcoin.
Using Telegram and WhatsApp
groups, the gangs send mass in-
vites to people to invest money.
“Victims think they are investing
in genuine stocks, companies, or
cryptocurrency only to be duped.

Over2lakh

fraud complaints
fromJan 2022 to
June2023*

(*received on NCRP and social media)

One of the major problems s that
such criminals often operate from
outside India or different states.
They also convert the money tole-
git Bitcoin or cryptocurrency to
confuse police about the money
trail,” added the officer.

‘Work From Home’

job scams

With the pandemicleading to
job losses across the country,
many gangs hit upon thisscamto
target job applicants on social me-
dia portals. Police said they have
received multiple complaints
from Delhi, Noida, and Gurgaon
with victims claiming they were
cheated of lakhs of rupees.

In one such scam, the ac-
cused created “movie-rating
websites” and “hired” victims to
rate movies and earn money.
“The victims were asked to de-
posit some money to start the
job and/or access the website.
They later realised it was a scam.
By then, they had lost their
money,” said another officer.

Gangs also target students
and job seekers on multiple so-
cial media portals by creating
fake jobs or posing as recruiters.
“The money is handled by the
accused who either live in Dubai
or have fled to Dubai and other
countries. We have made arrests
in such cases but the kingpin is
never found and the recovery is
low,” said a senior police officer.

Other frauds include Chinese
app scams, email takeovers, e-
wallet scams, and extortion
scams, said police.

(Clockwise from top) A mural at Bhairon Marg; outside Mandi House Metro station; street artist Irfan Khan at work

Anumber of walls now sport
colourful and geometric murals.

Under railway under-bridge
13, where the road divides into 3
sections, each side of the wall is
being decorated with eye-catch-
ing colours. One such wall de-
picts a steam engine train cross-
ing a bridge against a forested
backdrop, while the opposite
wall depicts the Vande Bharat
Express chugging through
against a backdrop of multi-
storey buildings, depicting an
image of modern India.

Another wall depicts tower-
ing and graceful figures perform-
ing various poses from Kathak,
Kathakali, Bharatnatyam, Ghoo-
mar, Manipuri, and Mohiniya-
ttam dance forms as well as a
representation of the Natraja.

Other wall paintings include
graphic representations of fa-
mous historical figures such as
Ahilyabai, Maharana Pratap,
and Prithviraj Chauhan; popu-
lar Indian monuments; paint-
ings of peacocks, trees, lotuses,
cows, fish, and deer in tradi-

tional art styles such as
Madhubani and Warli art.
Dumpyard walls too are being
spruced up with artwork.
Currently, artists are racing to
meet strict deadlines. “The
Lieutenant Governor has been
making regular visits to the area.
We have 2-3 days to complete
these paintings. Many paintings
were spoilt due to the downpour
last week. Others have paint
stains since bridges in the area
were painted after the murals had
come up. All finishing touches

should be completed in a week’s
time if we work day and night,”
Santosh, a street artist, said.

Commuters, meanwhile,
were seen taking photos in front
of the doodled walls outside the
Mandi House metro station.
Prakash Sharma, a trained artist,
was in the midst of finishing a
painting with the help of many
other artists. “I have worked all
over India... I've been working
on this wall for the past week
and I need another week to fin-
ish...,” he said.

300 seats on offer under three new BTech
programmes at DU, no takers for over half

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

DELHIUNIVERSITY hasfilled less
than half of the total seats avail-
able under its three newly intro-
duced BTech programmes even
though the second round of seat
allocation has concluded, The
Indian Express has learned. The
university is now pinning its
hopes on the third round of allo-
cation for seats to be filled.

A total of 360 seats are avail-
able under the three programmes
— Computer Science and
Engineering, Electronics and
Communication Engineering,
and Electrical Engineering —
with 120 seats per course.
Approximately 100 candidates
have enrolled so far, with

Computer Science being the most
popular, according to DU officials.
As per data accessed by The
Indian Express, in the second list
of seat allocation, JEE candidates
ranked between 38,576 and
45,839 were shortlisted in the
general category for admissions
to Electrical Engineering. In
Electronics and Communication
Engineering, candidates ranked
between 38,090 and 42,072 in
the general category were short-
listed, whereas in Computer
Science and Engineering, appli-
cants ranked between 21,499
and 38,020 made the shortlist.
Speaking to The Indian Express,
DU Registrar Vikas Gupta said:
“We've received many applica-
tions for DU’s engineering pro-
grammes. Most are from students
who donotlive in Delhi. These are
not being processed further as

they want hostel accommoda-
tion. Currently, we are unable to
provide hostel accommodation
to anybody. This is the only rea-
son why seats are being filled so
slowly for B.Tech programmes.”
“Computer Science has seen
the highest enrollment so far.
When it was launched, students
had three other options — DTU,
NSIT and IP college. Counselling
at these institutions is underway
and will be finalised. The picture
of BTech admissions will be clear
in the next one week,” said an of-
ficial on condition of anonymity.
“We’ve also provided a fee
waiver. Students who want to opt
forit have been asked to come to
the university for physical verifi-
cation. These courses are not self-
financed; the government has
approved teaching and non-
teaching posts under these pro-

grammes and it'’s fully funded by
the government,” Gupta added.
Students from economically
weaker sections, whose family
income is Rs 4 lakh or less will
receive 90% fee waiver at the
time of admissions while appli-
cants with family income be-
tween Rs 4-8 lakh will receive a
50% fee waiver. Students can also
claim reimbursement of up toRs
50,000 on purchase of a laptop.
The varsity had extended the
admission schedule of the first
and second rounds from August
22 to August 25. The third list
was to be declared on August 23.
“Many students and parents
said they live away from Delhi
and are unable to appear for
physical verification, but are
showing interest. Hence, we de-
cided to extend the admission
schedule,” said an official.

At far end of Qutub complex, 13th C.E
gateway offers a lesson on architecture

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

ALAUDDIN KHILJI had ambitious
plans for the Qutub complex —
he wanted to expand the
Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque and
build four doorways leading up
toit. As fate would have it, by the
time the first one, Alai Darwaza,
was builtin 1311 AD, he died.
Situated at the southern end
of the complex, with the Qutub
Minar towering over it, the small
domed building has been chipped
away by time — there are cracks
on the outer walls and dome
while carvings have chipped off.
Despite this, the structure remains
anarchitecturalmarvel. As per the
Archeological Survey of India’s
website, it is the first building to
employ Islamic principles of con-
struction and ornamentation.
Speaking to The Indian Express,
author Rana Safvi said, “Alauddin
Khilji had developed an ambitious
plan for expanding the mosque
complex to meet the needs of the
growing congregation in Delhi.
The Alai Darwaza was one of the
four gates to the complex, now

The ASI will begin the first phase of conservation work on
Alai Darwaza by mid-September. Abhinav Saha

known as the can see lotus
Qutub complex. buds used as
It marks a signif- decorativeel-
icant develop- ements at its
ment in Indian PIN CODE entrances,”

architecture — 110001 she added.

not only was red The ASI
sandstone and will beginthe

white marble used together for
the first time, but it's also said to
be the first true dome or the first
example of adome built on prin-
ciples of arcuate (curved or
arched) architecture.”

“It’s also significant for its
adaptation of local symbols —we

first phase of conservation work
onthe Darwaza, as part of which
intricate carvings of red sand-
stone that have eroded over time
will be replaced. Work s to begin
by mid-September.

The main structure comprises
a single hall. The domed ceiling

rises to a height of 47 feet.

Author Sohail Hashmi ex-
panded further on how the gate-
way came to be built: “The gate
was the main entry to the ex-
panded mosque. Originally, a
mosque was commissioned by
Qutb-ud-din Aibak, which was
later partly expanded by
Shamsuddin Altamash. This ad-
dition, however, had collapsed
by the time the Khiljis came to
power. Alauddin wanted to ex-
pand this further.”

“He even wanted to build a
minaret that was twice as tall as
the Qutub Minar; the unfinished
tower on the other side of Qutub
Minar is the Alai Minar. To the
south of the original mosque,
he built a huge gate — the Alai
Darwaza. If his project had been
completed, then the entry to the
mosque would have been from
the south,” he added.

Hashmi further said, “The im-
portance of that gate architec-
turally is that traditional Turkish
art was used for the very first
time in India (while building it). It
is the earliest surviving dome in
Delhi, [ would think that would
alsomeanitis the earliest surviv-
ing dome in the subcontinent...”
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CONGRESS CONUNDRUM

THE CONGRESS is upbeat about its prospects in the upcom-
ing elections but one of its strongholds seems to be facing an
unusual issue. Some of its MPs from Kerala — the Congress
and its allies had won 19 of the 20 seats in the state in last Lok
Sabha elections — are in two minds about the next general
election. At least three sitting MPs have expressed their hes-
itation in contesting the 2024 polls. While one has cited health
reasons, the other two are not keen on coming to the Lok
Sabha because they see brighter prospects in state politics.
With Vadakara MP and senior party leader K Muraleedharan
publicly reiterating that he will not contest the next Lok Sabha
election, the Congress leadership is concerned that such re-
marks could adversely affect the party prospects in the

Next week,
SC to hear
pleas against

provisions
of PMLA

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

AYEAR after the Supreme Court
upheld the constitutional valid-
ity of anti-money laundering
laws and powers of the
Enforcement Directorate (ED), a
fresh batch of petitions challeng-
ing provisions of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002, are lined up be-
fore the court next week.

In July 2022, a three-judge
bench comprising Justices A M
Khanwilkar, Dinesh Maheshwari
and C T Ravikumar had upheld
the PMLA and the vast powers of
the ED. However, the bench had
left the validity of amendments
to the PMLA through the Money
Bill route open for a larger
Constitution bench to hear.

The petitions include those
filed by Congress MLA and
Madhya Pradesh Leader of

In Telangana, Shah targets Cong, MANNKIBAAT

AIMIM, BRS: 4G, 3G, 2G partiess PM* G20 meet

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, AUGUST 27

DELIVERING A speech in
Khammam on Sunday, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah tar-
geted the BJP’s political oppo-
nents in Telangana — the
Congress, the AIMIM, and the
ruling BRS — saying they were
dynastic parties playing family
politics, and labelled them “4G,
3G, 2G” parties.

At the BJP’s ‘Rythu Gosa-BJP
Barosa’ public meeting, he said
Congress was the “4G party” be-
cause of the four generations of a
family who have beenits leaders
— Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi, and Rahul
Gandhi. “Similarly, in Telangana,
we have the 2G party of Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar Rao
and his son, minister K T Rama
Rao. In AIMIM, we have a 3G
party, which has been run for
three generations,” Shah said.

With Assembly elections set

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah in Khammam. ANI

to be held in the state later this
year, Shah said the BJP was
“poised to come to power in
Telangana”.

“The 2G government, taking
the help of 3G, will be defeated.
People will reject 4G also. It is
time for the BJP, and for the lotus
to bloom in Telangana,” he said.

Shah also said that the BJP
would never join hands with the
BRS. He said the steering of KCR’s
car — the BRS’s election symbol
is a car —was with AIMIM leader
Asaduddin Owaisi.

Shah’s public meeting on
Sunday is set to be the first in a
series of rallies to be held in the
state by senior BJP leaders in the
runup to the election. BJP
sources said PM Narendra Modi
and BJP president ] P Nadda will
be among the senior leaders to
address public meetings over the
next few weeks. Shah will also
address more such meetings in
several districts of Telangana.

In his speech in Khammam,
Shah hit out at the BRS govern-
ment. “The BRS government is
corrupt, and the countdown has
started for its departure. KCR
talks about sacrifices for
Telangana, but he and BRS have
ruined the lives of the people of
Telangana. They (the state gov-
ernment) have not even both-
ered to take care of the families
of people who lost their lives
during the protests for a separate
state,” he said. “BRS will go, and
the next CM will be from the BJP
under the Ileadership of
Narendra Modi,” Shah said.

2024 polls.

OuT OF ITINERARY

During Prime Minister Narendra Modi's weekend visit to
Bengaluru, there had been discussions on how the BJP state
unit would receive the PM and who all would meet him. But
the leaders were a dejected lot when informed that there was
no such programme on the PM’s itinerary. Not only that the
state unit leaders could not get an audience with Modi, many
of them, including the party’s state chief Nalin Kateel and for-
mer deputy chief minister R Ashoka, were seen standing
among the crowd to greet the PM.

Classifieds

— PERSONAL

I, Monika Pathak D/o Jagdish
Chander Wason R/0 C1/20,
Janak Puri Delhi-110058. | have
changed my minor son’s name
from Jai Vir Pathak to Jai
Pathak and he shall hereafter
be Known As Jai Pathak for all
future purposes. 0070861247-1

I, Mr. Mohd Bilal S/O
Mohammad Abdullah, R/0 J-
3/143,Second Floor, J-
Extension, Laxmi Nagar, East
Delhi, Delhi-110092, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Mohammed Belal.

0070861271-1

I, Sangeeta, W/O Rakesh
SharmaR/oFlat No.101, Jai
Apartments, Plot No0.102, . P.
Extension, Patparganj, East
Delhi, Delhi-110092. have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Sangeeta Sharma

0070861264-1

I, Shambhu Dayal Singhal S/O
Sohan Lal, R/0 M- 487 Second
Floor, Guru Harkishan Nagar,
Paschim Vihar S.0, West Delhi-
110087, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Shambhu Dayal Aggarwal.

0070861256-1

I,Drishti Raiswal,D/0-Mr.
Kishore Kumar Raiswal,Age 18
years,R/0 A-2/446,Sector-8,
Rohini,Delhi-110085 has
changed my name from Drishti
Raiswal to Drishti for all future
purposes. 0040685659-1

I,Mahender Kumar Gupta S/0O-
ShriRadhey Mohan Gupta,R/0-
B-603,Puja Apartment,I.P.
Extension,Patparganj,Delhi-
110092,have changed my name
to Mahendra Kumar Gupta.

0040685659-2

I,Santosh/Santosh Devi,W/0
Ganesh Das R/0-8/60,Geeta
Colony,Delhi-110031,have
changed my name to Usha
Arora,For all future purposes.

0040685596-11

I,hitherto known as ARSHI,D/O
MOHAMMAD SHAKIR,W/0
SARTAZ AHMAD,R/0O,B-
384,F/F,GALI.NO.15, SUBHASH-
MOHALLA,NORTH
GHONDA,GARHI MENDU,NORTH
EAST-DELHI,DELHI-110053,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as ARSHI
FATIMA. 0040685659-3

I, Jyoti D/O Dharmendar Kumar,
R/o0 F-73,Vishwas Park, Uttam
Nagar, West Delhi- 110059.
Declare that Name of My Father
has been wrongly written as
Dharmen Das Kumar in my 10th
and 12th Class Certificate. The
actual name of My Fatheris
Dharmendar Kumar, which
may be amended accordingly.

0070861243-1

I Babita D/o Jagdish kumar R/0
508 LIG flats Sanjay Enclave
Jahangir Puri Adarsh Nagar
New Delhi 110033, have
changed the name of my minor
sonaged 13 from Achintya to
Achintya Kumar. 0070861269-1

I, Sanjay Kumar S/0 Bhagwati
Prasad, R/018/80Block 18,
Kalyan Puri, Chilla, Saroda
Khadar, East Delhi-110091.1
have changed the name of my
minor Son Soumya Dubey aged
about 13 Years and He shall
hereafter be known as Adarsh
Dubey

0070861261-1

~ PUBLIC NOTICE

My cliant Shri.Gopi Ram Sharma sio
Labe Shei Bilash Fai Skaima Ria Holse
g, 019, Lak Coony MNr Aggareal
DOharamshata, Meethapur Exlension
Pan-1, Baedarpur, Scath Dedhe- 11 0044
Has disoened Son Laklk Shama and
e Wil Nies Arakae Shamna, Bla D=18,
151 Floor, Lalu Gelony Mear Aggarwal
Dharamshaia, Mesthepur Exlension
Pari-1, Badarpur, South Dehi-44, from
all mewabke and imnmavabiie properies
& alen saverad all relalicrs Wik B
My clizntwilinog be rasponsibia for the
acts end action of teir sonand bes wife,
if awtl:-di.l deals with hem shall be
respangible far hishes their awn risk &
COESRURTCRE,

Syed Shakeel Husaln, Advacats

ZI5, Patials Mouse Courd, Mew Dathi,

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed that my clients
Sh. Laxman Dass Gambhir S/o Sh. Hari Chand
Gambhir R/o G-21/69, Ground Floor. Sector-7,
Rohini, North- West, Delhi 110085, have
severed/discontinued all his relations/connections
with his son Mr. Himanshu Gambhir due to his
bad habits/ behavior. My client has disowned/
disinherited and debarred his said son Himanshu
Gambhir from all his movable and immovable
properties/Assets etc. whichever/ wherever
situated. Anyone/ whoever dealing with Mr.
Himanshu Gambhir will do so at his/her/their
own risk & responsibilities and my client will not
be held responsible/liable for any actions/ deeds..

Sd/-
Amrendra Nath Shukla
Advocate
Ch. No. 717, 7th Floor,
Lawyers Chamber Block,
Rohini Courts, Delhi-110085

E-Tendering Motice
Divisional Railway Manager
[ElectricalfGatishakti  Unit), Morth
Eastern Railway, WYaranasi for and on
behalfl of President of India, invites
onlineg (E-Tenderng) “Opan” leandars
for the following work.

S.N. 1:- Tender Reference No.
E-Tender-GSU-L-27-23-24, Name
of work: Provision of Elecirical work
under MEA for Station development
of BSBS, BCY, GCT, BUI & SIP of
BZE Divizion wnder Amril Bharat
station scheme. Approx. cost {In Re):
® 24128733.91, Eamest Money (in
Rsi: T 27070000, Completion
Peariod: 06 Months.

SH. 2:- Tender Reference HNo.
E-Tender-GSU-L-28-23-24, Mame
of work: Provision of Elecirical wark
under MEA for Station developmeant
of MAL, AMH, BELTR, SRU & BTT of
BSE Division under Amrit Bharat
station scheme. Approx. cost {In Rs)
% 29660085.38, Earmest Money (in
Rs): T 288400.00 Complation Period:
06 Months.

S5.M. 3:- Tender Reference HNo.
E-Tender-GSU-L-29-23-24, Name
of work: Provision of Elecirical wark
urder MEA for Station developmeant
of 3V, MW, THE, CPJ & DEQS of
BSE Division under Amrit Bharat
station scheme. Approx. cost {In Rs)k
T 29790146.15, Eamest Money (in
Rs); € 209000,00, Completion Period:
06 Months.

S.M. 4:- Tender Reference No.
E-Tender-GSU-L-30-23-24, HNama
of work: Electrical work connection
to- (1) provision of lifts at BLTR station
(Sugamya Bharat Abhiyvan) & allied
works under Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme of BSB Division, {ii)
provision of lits at MW station
(Sugamya Bharat Abhivan) & allied
works under Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme of BSB Division, (iil)
provision of lifts at BUI & DEOCS
station (Sugamya Bharal Abhiyan) &
alied works wunder Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme of BSB Division,
Approx. cost (In Rsk ¥ 72832553,
Eameast Money (in Bs): T 14600.00
Completion Pencd: 04 Months,

For S.N. 1 to 4 Date & Time of
Closing Tender © 18.09,2023, 14,30
Hrs. For S.MN. 1 to 4 Date & Time of
Opaning Tendar: 18002023 14 30Hrs.
For full details of above E-Tender
waorks and to participate in tenders
plaasa visil Indian Railway Websita
wWWww.ireps.gov.in

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineen|GSU)
CPROVElect-128 Varanasi

Opposition Govind Singh,
Congress MP Karti Chidam-
baram and former ICICI Bank
CEO Chanda Kochar,among oth-
ers. Singh’s fresh plea filed this
year was tagged with several
other petitions seeking a review
of the 2022 ruling.

These essentially challenge
Section 50 of the PMLA that gives
the ED powers to summon indi-
viduals and their statements are
treated as evidence in court.
While a larger bench is yet to
hear the Money Bill aspect
which impacts several other
cases, the fresh batch of cases
seeks to question the correctness
of the 2022 verdict.

Since the 2022 verdict came
from a bench of three judges, a
bench with equal strength will
have to refer the case to a larger
bench. The hearing is scheduled

(GARDEN VISIT

Congress leader Sonia Gandhi visits the Shalimar Mughal Garden in Srinagar on Sunday.
Sonia, who is on a private visit to the Valley, also visited the Nishat Garden and the floating

to be biggest

ever, will show

India potential

Says Chandrayaan’s success showed
that suns of resolve rise on Moon too

BJP chief ] P Nadda, Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami
and party leader Dushyant Kumar Gautam listen to PM’s
Mann Ki Baat programme, in Haridwar on Sunday. P11

@ NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Aboul any passenger amenity complain
EM3 on Mnb-iin.: Mﬂﬁﬂ&g

Never travel on roof
and foot boards.

apaper..ne'ss.t:nm

for August 29. gardens on the Dal Lake. P11
[l Tt gae sra==end | ]
@ Kavayitri Bainabai Chaudhari B s soem CimpOeS G oo e, msema i
romw  North Maharashtra University, Jalgaon Tender Notice No :CGM/PROJ/VIA/RDSS-AMISP-1USIP - 1272023-24

NAAC Re-Accredited
(4th Cycle)

E-TENDER NOTICE

for rate contract for Printing of Answer Books for the period

competitive bidding process. For the detailed tender documents,
Www.nmu.ac.in (Only for information).

18/09/2023 up to 17.00 hrs. Any extension of tender, corrigendum

published only at above mentioned website only.

Ref.:KBCNMU/7-A/ET/Answer Book/3605/2023
Date :26/08/2023

Director,

K.B.C. N.M.U., Jalgaon invites tender for “E-tender documents
of two years” from Registered Printers/ Press to participate in the
interested bidder should visit https://mahatenders.gov.in and

The filled in tender must be submitted online on or before

or change in schedule will not be published in news paper, it will be

Board of Examinations & Evaluation

ARULMIGU MARIAMMAN TEMPLE, Tore)
SAMAYAPURAM, TIRUCHIRAPPALLI DISTRICT - 621 112.

Phone ; 0431 2670460, 2488275077 Ermall : symmarammani@gmall.com
Temple Website : https:isamayapurammarniamman, hroeinogov.in

Dated. 25,08.2023

RGNo. 361611432 IC4 | 4 we to Collect Tonsured halr fasall 1433

Samayapuram, Arnvimigu Mariamman Temple and its sub temples
By E-Tender (Znd call) Advertisemeni

Bids through apeprocurement.gov.in are invited from eligible bidders for
“Appointment of Advanced Metering Infrastructiure (AMI) Service
Provider (AMISP) for Smart Prepald Metering by replacing the existing
meters to Domestic-{Confining to Amrut Cities) and Commercial
services under Phase-l in the erstwhile Revenue Districts of Krishna,
Guntur & Prakazam Districts in the Jurisdiction of APCPDCL in TOTEX
mode on DBFOOT basis™ under Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme
[RDS5S). Tha Tender information will ba made available in AP E-procurement
Fortal from 28.08.2023, 18:00 Hrs. Last date for Bid submission onling is
11.09.2023, 16:00 Hrs.

Sdi- Chief General Manager Projects

APCPDCL - VIJAYAWADA
E-mail: comprod cpdcliapcpdc in
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HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

CALLING IT a display of India’s
“potential”, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday said
the G20 Summit in New Delhi
next month will be the “biggest”
in the grouping’s history, with
heads of 40 countries and many
global organisations set to attend.

With India’s recent Moon
landing success adding to the
“air of celebrations”, citizens
must now ensure the Summit,
which marks the culmination of
India’s G20 Presidency, brings
“glory” to India, he said.

“The month of September is
going to witness the potential of
India. Indiais fully prepared for the
G20 Leaders’ Summit next
month... This will be the biggest
participation everin the history of
the G20 Summit,” the PM said in
his monthly Mann Ki Baataddress.

Listing out the achievements
of its G20 Presidency, the PM
said the grouping achieved
“much more” in just one year af-
ter taking over from Indonesia
last year. The G20 is now a “more
inclusive” group, he said.

“The African Union also
joined the G-20 on India’s invita-
tion and the voice of the people
of Africa reached this important
platform of the world,” he said.

“Since India took over the
Presidency of the G20 in Bali last
year, so much has happened,
which fills us with pride. Moving
away from the tradition of big
events in Delhi, we took it to dif-
ferent cities of the country.
About 200 meetings related to
this were organised in 60 cities

of the country,” he said.

Calling India’s G20 Presidency
“the people’s Presidency”, he said,
“In one way or the other, more
than 1.5 crore people are associ-
ated with the events being organ-
ised across the country regarding
this (G20).”

Sharing examples, he said
the participation of “1,25,000
students from 800 schools in the
G-20 Quiz held in Varanasi be-
came a new world record”. “I
urge all countrymen to come to-
gether to make the G20 Summit
successful and bring glory to the
country,” he said.

Calling the Chandrayaan-3 a
“symbol of the spirit of New
India”, the PM said “the success
is so grand that any amount of
discussion about it would be in-
adequate”.

“Onthe 23rd of August, India
and India's Chandrayaan proved
that some suns of resolve rise on
the Moon as well. Mission
Chandrayaan has become a
symbol of the spirit of New India,
which wants to ensure victory,
and also knows how to win in
any situation,” he said.

The PM said the lunar mis-
sionwas also a “live example” of
“woman power”. “Many women
scientists and engineers have
been directly involved in this en-
tire mission... When the daugh-
ters of a country become so am-
bitious, who can stop that
country from becoming
developed.”

During his address, the PM
spoke to three spotspersons —
Pragati, Amlan and Abhidanya —
those who won medals at the re-
cent World University Games
in China.
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DEV INFRASTRUCTURE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE = hamsby given that Sahara India Commeraal Comoration Lid_, (SICCL) having iz
office #t Third Floor, Execulve Dffice, Sahars Sie, Vile Pare East, Mumbai, Maharashin
fnas Mnougn 6 auihonked reprechniabee anlersd N0 an A;"."-Z“_li-'f o emdie 3 S8
Fransacton (ATS) dated 20 Jamuary 22, with Dev infastrociure, & mosiensd parnarship
frm wih s ofice af Arpan Compiex, Opposte Swammnarayan Mande, Kalawad Foad, Raol

Pirough ils panner. Linder the ATS, Sahara india Commescal Corporation L4 has agreed io
sell Dev infasinuciure all fat piece or parced of iotal piots of N.A. @nd {except ndemal rmads
comimon piols eic ) oul of agriculural ands admeasring aboud 1431535 aces and non-
agricuforal land admeasuring about 258 acres intaing in 146.215 acres on 45 mi. wite oad
boweardts Rajkol, at M outsiorts of Village Dihunvay & Nagarsm, Taiuks & Desindt - Jammagar
Gujaral. Indis [Property

l"i"| parsin Naving anmy e -'l;"-: O any nlenesl WhalSoever i regpad Oof he cad l.':-';l'.“E Ty 5
herety calied upon 1o make the Same known i wabng, 20ng wi documentary prool i the
undersigned at Arpan Compiex. Opposiie Swaminargyan Mandr, Kalewad Road, Rafkol within
fourisen (14) days from (he dale of publication of ths nolce faling which all such allsged
caims o righl. file or any inleresl whalsoever m e Properly will be considersd
io hiave bean Qen up and wanead

Sd/- Smitkumar Purushottambhai Kaneria
202, Arpan Comiplex, Dpposite Swaminarayan Mandir, Kalzwad Road, Rajiot - 360001

Place: Rajkot - Date: [28-08-2023)

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATIO

General public is hereby informed that one
male was found Unconscious Condition and
Admitted in LNJP Hospital on 19/08/2023. Who
was declared dead during treatment by the |
Doctor. In this regard a DD No. 16A Dated
19.08.2023 has been lodged at P.5. |.P. Estate,
Delhi . Dead hody has been preserved 72
hours at MAMC Mortuary, New Delhi. The
description ofthe dead body is givenas under:
Name: Unknown, Sfo: Unknown Rio;

Unknown, Age: about 40 years, Height: 54" Feet Face: Oval,
Complexion: Whealish, Built: Thin, Wearing: Grey Colour Pajama
& naked foot

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
information about the dead male but no clue has come to light so far. If
any one is having any information about this dead male please inform
the undersigned. SHO

P.S. |.P. Estate, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23274683, 23279331

N
b

DP/9686/CD/2023

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(SECTION 82 Cr.P.C.)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
Mohd Imamuddin, S/'o Mohd Nijamuddin, Rio LRB-177, Village
Khori, Surajkund, Faridabad, Haryana, has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No. 232/2020,
U/s 188/269/270 IPC, registered at P.5. Pul Prahladpur, Delhi,
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued
that the said accused Mohd Imamuddin, cannat be found and
wheareas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Mohd Imamuddin, has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of said warrant),
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Mohd
Imamuddin, of case FIR No. 232/2020, U/s 188/269/270 IPC,
P.S. Pul Prahladpur, Delhi, is reqguired to appear before this
court to answer the said complaint on or before 26.09.2023.
By order
Himanshu Tanwar,

Metropolitan Magistrate,

DP/9B4TISEI2023 Room no. 307,

TALODA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL,

Taloda, Dist.Nandurbar (Maharashtra State)
E-Mail ID : conp.tldr@gmail.com

E-Tender Notice No. 7/2023-24 (Online)

The Chief COfficer. Taloda Municipal Council, Dist.Nandurbar,
Maharashira State inviting E-Tender in B-1 form from contractors
registered with public work depariment of Maharazhtra State !
Unregistered contractor for the construction of cement concrete roads
and gutter work under the assistance scheme for providing civil

amenities in the newly expanded frontier areas.
submission of tender iz 11/09/2023 up to 4.00 PM.

Details of E-Tender Natice No. ¥ is available on
www.mahatenders.gov.in

Phone No.:02567-232231
Date : 18/08/2023

Last date of

Sdl-
Chief Officer
Taloda Municipal Council, Taloda

{Court Matter) Saket Courts, Delhi

General public is hereby informed that one male
was found lying unconscious at Sulabh Sauchalay
near Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Bus stand on
26.08.2023 at 06.35 A.M. He was admitted to RML
Hospital vide MLC No. 171341/23 and Who has
been died on 26.08.23 during treatment. In this
regard vide DD No. 10-A, Dated 26.08.2023 has
been lodged at P.5. North Anenue, New Delhi.
The descrption of the dead body i5 given as
under:

Name: Unknown, S$/o; Unknown Rfe: Unknown Age: 60 years, Height:
57", Complexion: Wheatish, Face: Long, Built: Thin, 1D Mark: MA
Written on Right Hand in Heart Shape, Wearing: White and Blue Colour
Checkdar Shirt and Brown Colour Pant.

=incere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
information about the dead male but no clue has come to light so far. If any
ane 1s having any information about this dead male please inform the
undersigned.

S.HO
P.S. North Avenue, New Delhi.
Ph: 011-23093040, 23093294

DP/3671/NDD/2023

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that one
male was found dead at Foolpath in front of
IRCON Appt Sec-18, Dwarka, Delhi on
24,08.2023 at 09.40 PM. In this regard a DD
No. 140A IPC Dated: 24.08.2023 has been
lodged at P.S. Dwarka North,
description of the dead bodyis given as under;
Name: Unknown, $/o: Unknown R/o:

Unknown, Age: About 47 Years Height; 56" Face: Round,
Complexion: Fair, Built: Thin, Hair: Black & White, ID Mark: A
mole in over right hand side Neck, Wearing: Badami Colour
Checkdar Shirt, White Sandow Baniyan and Grey Colour Lower.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
information about the dead male but no clue has come to light so
far. If any one is having any information about this dead male

please inform the undersigned.

DP/9658/DW/2023

Ph.: 011-28031878, 8968477747

Delhi The

S.H.O
P.S. Dwarka North, Delhi

Classifieds

LOST & FOUND

I Prabha Rani arelinquishment
deed no.6451 dated :
21/12/2015, stamp no. S085182
Duly registered at sub-
registrar office Tigaon, district
Faridabad related to my
property at Faridabad has been
lost in Delhi, Police notified. If
found please contact Prabha#
9818434214

0050225726-1

“IMIPORTANT"™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify

its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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GOVT & POLITICS

MP CM Shivraj Chouhanin
Bhopal on Sunday. P11

Chouhan raises
govt job quota,
aid to women,
calls it his gift on
Raksha Bandhan

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL, AUGUST 27

MADHYA PRADESH Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
on Sunday raised the financial
aid given to women in the poll-
bound state under the Ladli
Behna scheme from Rs 1,000 per
month toRs 1,250, saying it was
a Raksha Bandhan gift.

Chouhan also announced in-
creased reservations for women
in government jobs, and said
cooking gas cylinders would be
made available for Rs 450 in the
state this month. “Regardless of
caste or religion - whether Hindu
or Muslim - all are sisters, and all
will receive equal benefits from
the schemes,"” Chouhan said.

“Women will get cooking gas
at Rs 450 in the holy month of
Sawan. Later, a permanent sys-
tem will be evolved in this re-
gard. I have also transferred Rs
250 into the accounts of 1.25
crore women so that they can
celebrate Rakhi well. The rest of
the Rs 1,000 (under the Ladli
Behna Yojana) will be credited in
September,” Chouhan said.

Ahead of the state elections
set to be held later this year, the
BJP considers the Ladli Behna
scheme as one of its trump cards,
with the CM promising in elec-
tion rallies to eventually bring
the amount distributed under
the scheme to Rs 3,000 per
month. The scheme is estimated
to have an impact on 48% of
women voters in the state.

On Sunday, Chouhan an-
nounced that reservations for
womeningovernmentand police
recruitment would be increased
from 30% to 35%, and that in
teacher recruitment, this would
go up to 50 per cent. He also an-
nounced that women will get
tracts of land inindustrial areas to
open small scale units,adding the
aim was to raise the income of
women to Rs 10,000 per month.

State Congress president
Kamal Nath said, “I never
thought that a person could use
a sacred festival like Raksha
Bandhan in an attempt to fulfil
their hunger for power.”

patg v®w Ukraine ‘conflict’, India’s UNSC aspirations in

- BRICS declaration, no mention of Afghanistan

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

AFGHANISTAN IS missing from
the BRICS declaration, but the
document mentioned the “legit-
imate” aspirations of India, Brazil
and South Africa to be part of the
UN Security Council, acknowl-
edged G20 as a premier multi-
lateral forum and called the
Russia-Ukraine war a “conflict”
this time instead of “situation”.

These are some of the key take-
aways emerging from the BRICS
leaders’ summit in Johannesburg
as tough diplomatic negotiations
and the informal meeting be-
tween Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese President Xi
Jinping played outin the run-up to
the declaration.

On UN Security Council re-
forms, the BRICS declaration in-
troduced the phrase “legitimate

aspirations” and the word “dem-
ocratic” in the paragraph. Last
year, BRICS had merely talked
about “aspirations” of India,
Brazil and South Africa and mak-
ing the UNSC “representative, ef-
fective and efficient”.

It said: “We support a com-
prehensive reform of the UN, in-
cluding its Security Council, with
a view to making it more demo-
cratic, representative, effective
and efficient, and to increase the
representation of developing
countries in the Council’s mem-
berships so thatit can adequately
respond to prevailing global chal-
lenges and support the 3 legiti-
mate aspirations of emerging
and developing countries from
Affica, Asia and Latin America, in-
cluding Brazil, India and South
Africa, toplay agreaterroleinin-
ternational affairs, in particular
in the United Nations, including
its Security Council.”

Shiftin
BRICS
® focus

EXPLAINED

AFGHANISTAN'S AB-
SENCE from the declara-
tion shows how the
Taliban-ruled country is
no longer a major geopo-
litical priority after the
chaotic exit of the US.
BRICS is instead now fo-
cussed on the pressing
challenges facing the
world economy after the
pandemic and the conse-
quences of Ukraine war.

On the issue of the Russia-
Ukraine war, the BRICS declara-
tion used the word “conflict in
and around Ukraine”, instead of
last year’s formulation of the “sit-

No row over Chandrayaan-3
landing site naming: Somanath

‘Other countries too name spots after accomplishments’

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST 27

ISRO CHAIRMAN S Somanath on
Sunday said the space agency
has got critical and interesting
data from the Chandrayan-3
mission, which would be ex-
plained in the coming days.

Addressing the media after
participating in special prayers
at Sri Bala Tripura Sundari Devi
temple at Venganoor near
Thiruvananthapuram, Soma-
nath said there is no controversy
regarding the Prime Minister
naming the Chandrayaan-3
landing site as ‘Shiv Shakti point’.

“The rover is moving as
planned. We have been getting
very interesting data from the
rover which was never obtained
in the past,” he said.

On the naming of the landing
site, he said: “The country has
every right to name the landing
site. Several Indian names are al-
ready there on the moon. We
have Sarabhai crater on the
moon. Other countries have also
named places related to their sci-
entific accomplishments. All
places related to even minor ex-
periments would be named.
Thatis a tradition.”

Describing the mission,
Somanath said it was very risky
considering the valleys and hills
on the south pole of the Moon
and that sunlight is available
only for 14 days.
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ISRO Chairman S Somanath at the Pournamikavu temple in
Thiruvananthapuram on Sunday. P11

Lander reports variation in
lunar surface temperature

Bengaluru: ISRO on Sunday re-
leased a graph of the tempera-
ture variation on the lunar sur-
face and a senior scientist of the
space agency expressed surprise
over the high temperature
recorded on the Moon.

The space agency tweeted
that the Chandra's Surface
Thermophysical Experiment
(ChaSTE) payload onboard
Chandrayaan-3’s Vikram lander
measured the temperature pro-
file of the lunar topsoil around
the pole to understand the ther-
mal behaviour of the Moon's
surface.

Speaking about the graphic
illustration, ISRO scientistBHM
Darukesha said: “We all believed
that the temperature could be
somewhere around 20 degree
centigrade to 30 degree centi-
grade on the surface but it is 70
degree centigrade.”

Scientist Darukesha ex-
plained, “When we go two to
three centimetres inside the
Earth, we hardly see two to three
degree centigrade variation
whereas there (in Moon), it is
about 50 degree centigrade vari-
ation. This is something
interesting.” PTI

‘Some artefacts are important to country of
origin... must repatriate on ethical grounds’

THE G20 Culture Ministers’
Meeting concluded Saturday with
an outcome document recognis-
ing the significance of repatriation
of cultural property to their coun-
tries of origin. Spain’s Culture and
Sports Minister MIQUEL ICETA,
whowasin Varanasi for the meet-
ing, spoke to DIVYAA on arange of
issues — from the legal and ethi-
cal issues relating to repatriation
of antiquities, to G20 nations’
stand on Ukraine war, and how
the world views India today.
Edited excerpts:

Indian antiquities have
landed abroad because of
various reasons. Beyond the
legal issues of smuggling and
theft, there are ethical issues
pertaining to colonial
plunder. What's your view?
Well, we do have general
agreements regarding these
things but sometimes we must
look at specific cases and see if
it's not justlegal but ethical. And
it's not easy sometimes, because
there’s acommercial transaction
with a perfectly written contract.
But there are artefacts or

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
MIQUEL

ICETA
SPAIN CULTURE MINISTER

goods thatare soimportantto the
cultural identity of the country of
origin thatevenif the legal trans-
action was correct they should
still recover it. However, it's per-
tinent to start conversation or di-
alogue or deliberations at some
level between the two countries
involved, and then things can be
viewed on a case-by-case basis.

One of the themes of the G20
cultural track is about
destruction of cultural
heritage due to war.

Countries have to first try to
stop the wars. In the war Russia
has imposed on Ukraine, we are
working closely with the
Ukrainian government to pre-
serve their heritage and, in some
cases, restoreit. I feel if a country
takes the initiative of launching a
war, it must be held responsible.

In all G20 communiques so
far, there were disagreements
on some specific references to
Ukraine war. How cana
consensus can be reached?

It's very difficult. We are now
heading towards the Leaders’
Summit. All of us are sad about
not being able to reach an agree-
ment (on Ukraine), but we did
try to have...a consensus on
other subjects... I know it’s frus-

trating, but I think it's better to
agree on some things.

Do you think that, of late, the
world’s view of India has
changed vis a visits
civilisational strength?

There’s a feeling that India is
making a great effort to develop
economically. And there'sanin-
creased interest in what India
thinks, what India wants and
also, sometimes, in what we can
take from India...

What we love about India is
thatit is a democracy. We know
the growth of its GDP, we know
that in Asia, India is central. But
no, I'mnot so sure that the world
knows what India represents in
terms of history and culture.
That's why we want to deepen
the cultural cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

FULLINTERVIEW
www.indianexpress.com

uation in Ukraine”.

“We recall our national posi-
tions concerning the conflict in
and around Ukraine as expressed
at the appropriate fora, including
the UNSC and UNGA. We note
with appreciation relevant pro-
posals of mediation and good of-
ficesaimed at peaceful resolution
of the conflict through dialogue
and diplomacy, including the
African Leaders Peace Missionand
the proposed path for peace,” the
declaration said this time. There
was, however, no mention of the
Black Sea Grain Initiative which
was an importantissue this time.

Afghanistan was a notewor-
thy missin the 94-paragraph dec-
laration running into 17 pages, es-
pecially considering that there
was an extensive paragraph onit
in the June 2022 declaration.

Last time, the BRICS declara-
tion had said it strongly supports
a peaceful Afghanistan while em-

phasising on national reconcilia-
tion, an inclusive political struc-
ture and rights of all Afghans in-
cluding women and children. It
said Afghan territory should not
be used for acts of terror.

BRICS — largely portrayed as
an anti-West platform — ac-
knowledged G20 as a “premier
multilateral forum” and the
“Indian Presidency” this time. It
helped that two more BRICS
countries — Brazil and South
Africa— will preside over the G20
in 2024 and 2025, respectively.

“We reaffirm the importance
of the G20 to continue playing
the role of the premier multilat-
eral forumin the field of interna-
tional economic and financial
cooperation... We note the op-
portunities to build sustained
momentum for change by India,
Brazil and South Africa presiding
over the G20 from 2023 to
2025,” the declaration said.

BJP leader tweets on J&K
‘identity’, deletes it later

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, AUGUST 27

JAMMU AND Kashmir had its
separate identity even when
India was an undivided “subcon-
tinent”, former J&K deputy CM
Kavinder Gupta said Sunday, in
what is being seen as criticism
by a BJP leader of the party-led
Centre’s 2019 move to revoke the
erstwhile state’s special status.

Ina tweet on the origin of the
J&KBank, which he later deleted,
aline Gupta posted in Urdu read:
“Tum jab bar-e-sageer thay, hum
tab bhi Jammu wa Kashmir the
(When you were a subcontinent,
even at that time we were
Jammu and Kashmir).” It was
tagged with a photograph of a
J&K Bank cheque book dated
1947, with the bank'’s office ad-
dress mentioned as
“Muzaffarabad (Kashmir)”,
which now falls in Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir.

The photograph has been cir-
culating on social media for the

past few days.

“The J&K Bank was founded
in October 1938 under letters of
patent issued by the then
Maharaja of Jammu & Kashmir,
Maharaja Hari Singh,” the tweet
further read. “The bank com-
menced banking business on July
4, 1939 and was considered the
first of its nature and composi-
tion as a state-owned bankin the
country.”

The comments come as the
Supreme Court is hearing peti-
tions challenging the changes
made to Article 370 by the
Centre since 2019. The Centre
has defended the changes and
said they were made while fol-
lowing “due process”.

Despite repeated calls, Gupta
and other leaders of the BJP’s J&K
unit could not be reached for
comment. Gupta, who has his
roots in the RSS, which he joined
at a young age of 13, was part of
the PDP-BJP government formed
after the 2014 Assembly elec-
tions in J&K. He was first elected
Speaker and then deputy CIVL.

B20 SUMMIT

Jaishankar
warns: Crisis
in making in

Global South

Seeks re-globalisation that is more
diversified and more democratic

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister S
Jaishankar on Sunday made a
strong pitch for a “more diversi-
fied and more democratic” re-
globalisation, saying the Global
South can no longer be at the
mercy of a few suppliers.

Addressing the B20 Summit
organised by trade association
Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII), he said the Global South
was largely reduced to being a
consumer rather than being a
producer and could not reap the
full benefits of economic change.

“They (Global South) not only
did not reap the full benefits of
economic change, but often
ended up saddled with unviable
debts emanating from opaque
initiatives. This was a gradually
unfolding crisis in the making,
but one that was accelerated
rapidly by the multiple shocks of
debt, Covid and conflict,”
Jaishankar said.

“As a result, the endeavour
now is to seek re-globalisation
that is more diversified, more
democratic, where there would
be multiple centres of production,
not just of consumption. That is
where business can make a cru-
cial difference,” he said address-
ing a session on 'Role of Global
South in Emerging World 2.0'.

Jaishankar said the core man-
date of G20 was to promote eco-
nomic growth and development
and it cannot advance if the cru-

External Affairs Minister
SJaishankar at the B20
Summit in Delhi, Sunday. P11

cial concerns of the Global South
inareas such as debt and finance,
sustainable development, cli-
mate action, food security and
women-led development were
not addressed. “We cannot be at
the mercy any longer of a few
suppliers whose viability could
come into question by unantici-
pated shocks. This was starkly
apparent when it came to health
during the Covid pandemic, but
it pretty much applies to every-
thing else as well,” he said.

Jaishankar said the compul-
sion to create more resilient and
reliable supply chains was a re-
ally pressing one. “Its counterpart
in the digital domain is driven
more by anxieties about trust
and transparency. The volatility
of the last few years have brought
home to us the importance of
strategic autonomy,” he said.

He said a more just, equitable
and participative global order
will only happen when there
was commensurate investment,
trade and technology decisions
directed at the Global South.
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for First Year MBA Programmes for the
Academic Year 2023-24
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CIWGC/OCIPIOFN/NRI category students for the Academic Year
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applications tothe Dy Reglstrar Reservation Cell, Savitribai
Fhule Pune University, Pune-411007 and copy to this
college along with the certified copy of their caste
certificateissued by the competent authority

Fully Qualified and Eligible

Applications along with attested coples of all certificates and
complated hio-data should reach The President, Rajmata Jijau
Shikshan Prasarak Mandal ,.Opp. Amphenol Company, Near
Datta Mandir, Landewadi, BEhosari, Pune-411039;
within 15 days trom the publication ot this advertisemant.

Epﬂper..neiss.cnm

" mow
.....
.....
-----

SBRELIGARE

Values that bind

FRR

IMMIGRATION

Presents

The IndianEXPRESS

AGDA

Co-presented by ..

JP INVESTMENT
MANAGERS

Ruchir Sharma

Chairman of Rockefeller International:
Founder and Chief Investment Officer :

§ TheIndianEXPRESS

— OURNALISM OF COURAGE —

WHERE
NEWSMAKERS
DROP IN FOR

A CANDID CHALT.

The Express Adda hosts

of Breakout Capital

In conversation with

Anant Goenka

Executive Director
The Indian Express Group

Shyamal Majumdar

Editor
Financial Express

By invitation only

& Indianexpress.com

Associate Partner

EERATY
& i O P A Tl

Use #ExpressAdda & join the conversation, live and exclusive on:

twitter.com/IndianExpress

Experience Partner

T

facebook.com/IndianExpress




THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, AUGUST 28,2023

\’}

ThelndianEXPRESS

« FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE TRE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

STATE OF PLAY

Delhi-Beijing negotiations must be less opaque. Modi government,
which has stood up to pressures, must not go back to old days

HE CONFUSION ABOUT which side requested the meeting between Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping on the margins of the

BRICS summit in Johannesburg last week might have little substance. The pro-

tocol one-upmanship is quite normal for diplomacy between Delhi and Beijing.
But it underlines the current edgy state of the bilateral relationship, in a freezer since the
Galwanincidents in eastern Ladakh during the spring of 2020. The episode underlines the
dense fog that envelops negotiations between the two nations on managing their border.
It also points to the complex nature of the dispute —Delhi and Beijing don’t agree on the
length of the border. Sixty years after the 1962 war, the two sides have no shared under-
standing of where the line of separation, or the Line of Actual Control, is. The negotiating
record on the dispute is not public in either country. The diplomatic code in which the two
sides speak is hard to crack. Combine all this with the traditional romantic notions about
Chinarelations in the Indian political class and entrenched geopolitical contradictions be-
tween their interests, and you have unending mixed messages from Delhi.

Whether it was an “informal meeting”, “pull aside”, a mere “conversation”, or a “can-
did and in-depth exchange of views”, the readouts from the two sides after the meeting
underline the deep and well-known divergence on ending the current stalemate. India
has insisted that until peace and tranquillity is restored on the border, there will be no re-
turn to normal in the rest of the relationship. In other words, progress on the border is a
precondition for reviving the rest of the relationship. China, on the other hand, argues
that the border dispute is only part of the problem, and India must restore full business
relations and a political dialogue. From what was heard about the Johannesburg en-
counter between Modi and Xi, there is no apparent give by either side. Yet, intense nego-
tiations between the military commanders on reducing tensions in the Ladakh region
report considerable progress, raising the possibility for an agreement on military disen-
gagement and a roadmap for de-escalation that could be blessed by the two leaders when
Xi comes to the G20 summit next month.

The government’s political opponents and critics, including Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, claim that India has been making all the military concessions to reduce the ten-
sions on the border and has virtually acquiesced in China’s 2020 landgrab in Ladakh.
Indian officials who have dealt with China over the years caution against agreeing to meet
the artificial G20 deadline. It is unclear what the Chinese terms are for military disen-
gagement and what Beijing wants in return elsewhere in the relationship. The govern-
ment’s reluctance to disclose the details of the current negotiations with Beijing is very
much in sync with the long-standing diplomatic tradition of non-transparent dialogue
on the border with China. It makes little sense for the Modi government, which has sig-
nalled a strong resolve to stand up to Chinese pressures, to take policy back to the bad
old days. Instead, it must take the country into confidence on the state of play with China.

ON THE MAT

Wrestling Federation of India’s suspension by world body is a
warning. Sports governing bodies must put their house in order

SPORT THAT has won India medals at each of the last four Olympics finds it-

self in a seemingly irrevocable downward spiral. Since the start of the year —

when the country’s top wrestlers launched protests against former Wrestling

Federation of India (WFHI) president Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh — the sport
has been stumbling from one controversy to another. On Thursday, it touched another low
after the United World Wrestling(UWW) suspended the WHI for failing to conduct its elec-
tions. For months, the world body had been urging India’s top sports administrators to set
the WET's house in order. They threatened to suspend India in June and followed up again
inJuly. However, owing to factionalism within Indian wrestling, the courts stayed the elec-
tions and the UWW ran out of patience, finally putting their words into action.

On the face of it, the WFI's suspension does not immediately impact the wrestlers.
They can continue to participate in international tournaments, with the World
Championships — a Paris Olympics qualifier — around the corner. But even as the wrestlers
give their all to the game, they won'’t be allowed to display the tricolour on their jerseys.
India’s flag won’t fly at major events and the national anthem will not be played if they
finish on top of the podium. Once again, the ineptness of sports officials is the cause of in-
ternational embarrassment for India. It must be noted, though, that the suspension will
not impact Indian wrestlers at the Asian Games in any way.

Alas, wrestling isn’t the only federation with administrative issues. Just last year, world
football’s governing body, FIFA, suspended India for not conducting timely elections while
the International Olympic Committee and International Hockey Federation threatened
to ban their corresponding Indian bodies for the same reasons. In June 2020, the govern-
ment was forced to withdraw recognition of 54 national federations for not complying
with the Sports Code and last year, the Delhi High Court pulled up nearly two dozen bod-
ies for flouting rules. Wrestling, in that sense, is one among the many federations caught
in the unholy web of sports and politics. Worryingly, there is no immediate end in sight
to the saga but the officials must find a way to quickly resolve the mess. The longer the sus-
pension lasts, the more it will impact the sport — invitations to international tourna-
ments will reduce, funding from the world body will take a hit and the wrestlers, in the
long run, will be the ultimate losers.
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WORDLY WISE
PART OF DIPLOMACY IS TO OPEN DIFFERENT
DEFINITIONS OF SELF-INTEREST.
— HILLARY CLINTON

A teacher’s heartset

Muzaffarnagar video is a reminder: Teachers come from

society, but today, we also need them to challenge it

AMEETA MULLA WATTAL

“Look what she did to my song, Maa/ It was
the only thing I could do half right/ she
shamed me in everyone’s sight/ Look what
she did to my song/ Look what she did to my
brain, Maa/ she let them pickit like a chicken
bone, which drove me half insane, Maa/ look
what she did to my brain/ I wish I could find
areal book tolive in /ThenIwould never have
to come to school to fitin/ Look what she did
to my song, Maa.”

— With apologies to Melanie Safka

I WAS PLANNING to give you a surprise on
Teachers’ Day, but I got one myself. Youdehu-
manised me by turning my friends against
me. We are all your victims — those who hit
me on your instructions and [, who was
shamed by your actions and words.

Ms Tyagi, it is bad enough that you don’t
help me to read or write. I cannot paint,
dance, breathe, meditate or evenrelax when
you are in class.

You have never helped me cope with
anxiety or aggression. Because of you, I can-
not express tenderness and trust. Why have
you never spared any concern about the sit-
uation around me, that because of it, | don’t
know wholam anymore? Or whetherIeven
have a self to find anymore?

If you are running a school where the ba-
sic skills have nothing to do with my health,
happiness, sanity or survival, whose interest
is my education serving?

Harold S Kushner wrote in The Lord is my
Shepherd: “Our first ancestors chose to be
human rather than live forever. They chose a
sense of morality, knowledge of good and
evil, rather than immortality. They spurned
the tree of life which would have given them
eternal life, in favour of the tree of knowledge
which gave them a conscience. As compen-
sation, humans were given the freedom of
choice and power to create new lives. We
cheat death, not by living forever, but by bear-
ing and educating children to keep our souls,
our values and even our names alive.”

The National Education Policy 2020 con-

No guidebook can
automatically sort out the
dilemmas arising from
caring for children in our
complex society. Teachers
need to reflect and analyse
the impact of their
preferences and decisions on

the life of a child.

tinues to emphasise the importance of
teacher empowerment and well-being. We
go on endlessly about mindsets and skill sets
when what we need to do the most is un-
pack a teacher’s “heartset”, because it is this
that will affect the emotional compass of a
child.

If the entire approach to life, nature, one-
self and the other gets fragmented, then how
do we integrate sensitivity towards gender,
identity, religion, social justice, and peaceful
linkages in school systems?

Teachers come from the same milieu that
encompasses society. Today, more than ever,
we need them to dare to challenge prevailing
societal conditions. Majority versus minor-
ity, rich versus poor, abled versus disabled.
The listis endless. The greatest teachers of all
times — Jesus, Nanak, Buddha, Ramakrishna
Paramahansa, Yogananda, Muhammad and
Krishna (on the battlefield of Kurukshetra)
had no tools to work with, no blackboards,
no maps or charts. They used no subject out-
lines, kept no records, gave no grades. Their
only text was universal and well-worn. Their
students were the poor, lame, deaf, blind and
outcast. Their methods were the same for all
who came to hear and learn. They opened
eyes with faith, ears with simple truth, hearts
with love. They asked for no honours or
awards.

And yet, these quiet teachers fed the
needs, fulfilled the hopes and changed the
lives of millions.

No guidebook can automatically sort out
the dilemmas arising from caring for chil-
dren in our complex society. Teachers need to
reflect and analyse the impact of their pref-
erences and decisions on the life of a child.

We need to ensure that teachers first get
educated about the interdependence of life,
of how to live together in a common under-
standing of being human, in the belief that
every person is meant to live both for and
thanks to the other.

The time has come for us to rethink what
we mean when we say we belong to a partic-

ular religion, faith or tradition. Doesn’t it all
ultimately boil down to a striving for truth,
the pursuit of justice, and the recognition
that some things are good and some are bad?
All these values are supposed to be taughtin
schools and yet the perpetrator sometimes
is the adult who transacts learning in the
classroom. A heartset shines when children
see their school as a safe space, a place of joy
where their identity is recognised and where
they are made visible not through violence
and abuse, but through confidence and cre-
ativity. This helps them to move from self-
centeredness to other-centeredness because
thatis what a heartset is about: Seeing your-
self as an integral part of the other.

The thoughts and actions of a teacher af-
fect young minds. A child can develop a ten-
dency to believe that a teacher’s attitude to-
wards him or her is the total of his or her
identity. As a result, the child gets imprisoned
for life. Teachers need a form of hygiene
which brushes their brains every day, the
way we clean our bodies. Doing so will pro-
mote the compassion circuits of their brains
and help them to develop reflection and sen-
sitivity towards their students, by delivering
a more humane education.

Not only do we need such a practice, but
our children yearn for it. Itis up to us to make
a world fit for children. As educators we
should encourage our children to sing, dance,
weep and sweat life, sleep, eat, paint, sculpt,
hammer and read life; wash, iron, sow and
pickle life; compute, touch, bend and fold life;
learn and play, work and rest, fast and feast
on life; argue and talk, whisper and shout,
swim, cook and digest life; relax and recover
life, breath and become life — but never mu-
tilate or delete their life. For, our children are
our offering and their life is a prayer.

In deep anguish, ahead of Teacher’s Day

The writer is Chairperson and Executive
Director Education, Innovations and Training
DLF Foundation Schools and Scholarship
Programme
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BRICS 2.0

Addition of six new members will give more heft to the grouping

RaAjrv BHATIA

AMONG THE 15 BRICS summits held so far,
the meet that concluded in Johannesburglast
week received the most attention globally. It
was a milestone that probably outshone the
founding summitin Yekaterinburg(Russia)in
2009 and the third summitin Sanya(China)in
2011 when South Africa joined the grouping.
The decision to invite six countries — Argen-
tina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and
the UAE — to join BRICS as full members and
keep its doors open for further expansion has
opened a new era. BRICS 2.0 will have global
repercussions: On the role of the US-led We-
stern alliance centred around G7, the emerg-
ing economies and developing countries,and
the engagements between the two worlds.

At Johannesburg, BRICS increased its
membership to represent a larger share of
world population, global GDP and interna-
tional trade. This was initially driven by China
with the backing of Russia and South Africa.
But once India and Brazil accepted the princi-
ple of expansion, the choice of six new mem-
bers was based on consensus. The accommo-
dation was important, given that at least 23
countries of the Global South had conveyed
interest in seeking BRICS membership. This
was a recognition of the grouping’s value,
notwithstanding the negative view taken by
the West.

Two questions need answers. First, is the
expansion good for BRICS? Its leaders think
so. The new BRICS-XI will have more political
clout, but the extent of its increased influence
will depend on building inner unity. Second,
why were these six countries chosen?
Argentina was brought in to expand Latin

Both UNSC membership
and local currency trade are
welcome to India. Two other
possibilities discussed are
favourable too. First, it was
reiterated that G20 is the
premier multilateral forum
for ‘international economic
and financial cooperation’.
China and Russia conveyed
their support for the
successful hosting of
successive G20 presidencies
by India, Brazil, and South
Africa. This generates hope
that these two states may
become a little more
conciliatory, and a
consensus-based Delhi
Declaration is delivered at
the G20 summit in
September.

American representation. Egypt, given its ex-
cellent ties with China and India, was a natu-
ral choice. Ethiopia was a surprise, the result of
a compromise between the claims of Nigeria
and Kenya. The inclusion of Saudi Arabia and
the UAE will help in recapitalisation of the
New Development Bank, enhancing its capac-
ity to finance development projects. Iran’s en-
try reaffirms its strategic location as a bridge
between West, Central and South Asia. BRICS
2.0 will also have six of the top 10 oil-produc-
ing countries of Saudi Arabia, Russia, China,
UAE, Brazil, and Iran — a definite global power
shift and one not defined by the West.

At Johannesburg, the leaders decided to
direct the foreign ministers to “further develop
the BRICS partner country model”. In line for
admission are Indonesia, Vietnam,
Bangladesh, Mauritius, Nigeria, Kenya, and a
Latin American country. The immediate re-
balancing focus is UNSC membership for the
original BRICS members — India, Brazil, and
South Africa — articulated in Paragraph 7 of
the Johannesburg Declaration. This requires
the support of the permanent members,
China and Russia, or it will further expose their
doublespeak on this issue.

The question of acommon BRICS currency
also dominated the pre-summit headlines,
despite the BRICS itself not seeking to create it.
Instead, paragraph 44 of the joint statement
makes clear that the grouping will encourage
local currencies in trade and financial trans-
actions “between BRICS as well as their trad-
ing partners” and for “fast, inexpensive, trans-
parent, safe and inclusive payment systems.”
Should it contribute to de-dollarisation, the

outcome may not be unwelcome to a large
segment of the international community.

Both UNSC membership and local cur-
rency trade are welcome to India. Two other
possibilities discussed are favourable too. First,
itwas reiterated that G20is the premier mul-
tilateral forum for “international economic
and financial cooperation”. China and Russia
conveyed their support for the successful host-
ing of successive G20 presidencies by India,
Brazil, and South Africa. This generates hope
that these two states may become alittle more
conciliatory, and a consensus-based Delhi
Declarationis delivered at the G20 summitin
September.

Second, the meeting between President
XiJinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on the summit’s side lines, may offer fresh im-
petus for expediting a workable resolution of
the border issues in the western sector of
Ladakh. After Covid, Galwan, and Ukraine,
BRICS faces a changed world in which its two
members — Russia and China — are heavily
involved in confrontation with the US-led
West. The other BRICS members do have dif-
ferences with the existing global order, but
they prefer reform through dialogue. As the
six new members join BRICS, these inner dy-
namics will evolve further. India will have a
seminal but challenging role, given its grow-
ing cooperation with the West on the one
hand and its active articulation and pursuit of
the interests of the Global South on the other.

The writer is Distinguished Fellow, Gateway
House, and a former High Commissioner to
South Africa
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NO TALKS WITH Z1A

PAKISTAN OPPOSITION PARTIES will not have
any dialogue with the Zia regime or accept
any compromise to end the current crisis,
their leaders said amid speculation that such
a dialogue was likely to be initiated by the
regime. Prominent leaders of opposition par-
ties said there is no question of talks unless
the regime decided to restore democracy.

‘KAM ROKO’ AGITATION

THE PUNJAB GOVERNMENT has ordered the
closure of all educational institutions, includ-

ing schools, polytechnics and industrial learn-
ing institutes, all over the state on August 29
in view of the proposed one day “kam roko”
agitation by the Akalis. Institutions have been
closed to prevent students from taking part
in the agitation which the authorities appre-
hend could take a violent turn.

FLOOD DANGER

THE CONTINUALLY RISING Yamuna flooded
three Delhi villages and ravaged fresh areas
inthe Mathura district of Uttar Pradesh, while
the Burhi Gandak was threatening to demol-
ish the Chitauni-Piprasi bund in Deoria dis-

trict on the Bihar border, endangering 200 vil-
lages.In Bihar, the Ganga and the Mahananda
breached embankments, threatening the
habitations of people in 200 villages.

AIRPLANE HIJACKED

FOUR ARABIC-SPEAKING GUNMEN who hi-
jacked an Air France Boeing 727 to Geneva
released 37 of 111 passengers on board be-
fore taking off for Athens, an airport
spokesman said. The hijackers, believed to
be Lebanese, at first asked to be flown to the
Bulgarian capital of Sofia, the spokesman,
Robert Vieux, told reporters.



THE INDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, AUGUST 28,2023

!l TuEeIDEAS PAGE

[et’s debate Basic Structure

The doctrine must be reviewed and dissected in the public sphere for
Indian democracy to function unhindered

SUBRATA MITRA

DOES A FREE nation have the right to shape its
present and determine its future, unhindered
by some “universal” values of external prove-
nance, and unshackle itself from the “mind-
forged manacles” of received ideas? The de-
bate, which had raised great passions in 1951
during the discussion on the First
Amendment of the Constitution has now
been resuscitated by the assertion of Ranjan
Gogoi that the “Basic Structure Doctrine” has
“avery debatable jurisprudential basis”. The
depiction of his maiden speech in the Rajya
Sabha by this newspaper (‘MP Gogoi v Justice
Gogoi’ IE, August 9) as merely “partisan”
(Gogoi, a former Chief Justice of the Indian
Supreme Court was nominated to the Rajya
Sabha by the NDA government) needs care-
ful questioning. It is this form of censorship
that stymies debate on the proper function-
ing of the Constitution.

The issue that led to the debate in the
Rajya Sabha concerns the competence of the
Union executive, acting through Parliament,
to curtail the power of the Delhi Government
over services. With its adverse effect on the
federal balance — a key component of the
Basic Structure Doctrine — the Bill appeared
to contravene current judicial practice. As
such, though it was ultimately passed — the
Union government had the numbers —its le-
gitimacy remains compromised by a soup-
con of constitutional impropriety.

The significance of the larger issue can
hardly be overstated, particularly at the cur-
rent conjuncture in Indian politics. Those who
underestimate the significance of the issue
would do well to remember that the
Supreme Court will revisit this spot once the
hearings on the abrogation of Article 370 and
the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act
2019 gather steam. At issue today are three
essential questions: How fundamental are
specific fundamental rights in practice? Can
such rights be amended? And, who would
have the last word on their application?

This brings us back to 1951, when
Parliament debated the First Amendment,
seeking curtailment of the fundamental right
to freedom of expression. It is not a moot
question. As one can gather from the
Constituent Assembly Debates, Article 21 of
the Constitution privileges “procedure estab-
lished by law” over American-style “due
process”, policed by the Supreme Court
which has the last word. This, and Article 368,
were designed as a joint mechanism to keep
the state and society in sync through suitable
and incremental amendments to the
Constitution. Both articles are comprehen-
sive, with no “no-go” area excluded from their
purview. A critical dissection of the discourse
around the political usage of the Basic
Structure Doctrine shows how putting it
above politics helps those opposed to specific
legislative measures, who instrumentalise it
in order to bolster their interests. That calls
for an urgent review of the whole doctrine
and to bring it back in again to the public
sphere for dispassionate dissection.

The Basic Structure Doctrine emerged
from the Kesavananda Bharati judgment of
the Supreme Court, delivered by a majority
of 7:6 on April 24, 1973.1t held that Parliament
could not alter the basic structure of the
Constitution by an amendment. There is no
exclusive and definitive list of what the basic
features are, for the judiciary decides this on

acase-by-case basis. In consequence, as cases
accumulate, the list of areas off-limits to the
executive gets longer. This creates a peculiar
political environment where frenzied elec-
tions generate tall mandates that are unde-
liverable. The executive remains hamstrung,
constrained not just by limited material re-
sources but bound by limited and uncertain
legal room to manoeuvre. The consequence
of this gap between parliamentary compe-
tence and executive impotence knocks the
wind out of the power and capacity of elec-
toral democracy. The political culture it
breedsis known as “cheap talk” in game the-
ory, seen in such emphatic gestures as grand-
standing and heady rhetoric followed by in-
action, empty rhetoric and costless,
non-binding, unverifiable communication
between politicians and the electorate.

The Basic Structure Doctrine puts “pro-
cedure established by law” below “due
process” in the functioning of the legislative
process. Its political profiling as “sacrosanct”
puts it beyond the ken of politics. In 1951,
right at the outset of post-colonial India’s
journey into uncharted territory, no less a de-
mocrat than Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru had taken the bold step to initiate the
process to restrict the freedom of speech and
expression and got Parliament to pass the
First Amendment. In retrospect, one is grate-
ful for his boldness and sagacity in undertak-
ing the necessary changes in the core prin-
ciples of the Constitution for the validation
of zamindari abolition laws and provisions
that stipulated that the right to equality does
not bar the enactment of laws that provide
special considerations for underprivileged
sections of society. Article 368 of the
Constitution clearly stipulates that
“Parliament may in exercise of its constituent
power amend by way of addition, variation
or repeal any provision of this Constitution in
accordance with the procedure laid downin
this article.” (Emphasis added).

The countervailing forces of Indian poli-
tics — a watchful judiciary and an empow-

The Basic Structure Doctrine
puts ‘procedure established
by law’ below ‘due process’ in
the functioning of the
legislative process. Its
political profiling as
‘sacrosanct’ puts it beyond
the ken of politics. In 1951,
right at the outset of post-
colonial India’s journey into
uncharted territory, no less a
democrat than Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
had taken the bold step to
initiate the process to restrict
the freedom of speech and
expression and got
Parliament to pass the First
Amendment.

ered legislature, itself replete with control
mechanisms such as the committee system,
accountability to two different electorates,
following different electoral cycles — are built
into the political system through the intricate
scheme of the separation of powers. At its
best, the political system operates on the prin-
ciple of the joint family — no one hand holds
all the cards. This is the bulwark that but-
tresses the deepening and resilience of Indian
democracy. If the political system freezes its
capacity to adapt the Constitution to challeng-
ing times, the state would not be able to with-
stand the pressures emanating from the
deeper layers of society and history. What one
needs in India today is more debate, not less,
and political discourse focused on facts and
logic, and not on diffuse, emotive categories
of love and hate.

The “cancel culture” of foreclosing debate
serves neither the cause of justice nor of dem-
ocratic deepening and consolidation. In the
acrimonious political atmosphere in which
the country finds itself today, it is important
to remember the words of that visionary —
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and his ‘Freedom at
Midnight’ speech — “when the soul of a na-
tion, long suppressed, finds utterance”.
Parliament is the instrument of that collective
voice. Its autonomous and unhindered func-
tioning are essential for Indian democracy.

Seen in this light, the Basic Structure
Doctrine, in the apt metaphor of Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud, is the “Pole Star” of Indian
politics. A competent navigator in a stormy
night would be well-advised to use it to fix
his own location and steer his ship as well as
he can. Those who do nothing except keep
gazing at the Pole Star are likely to go down
with the gathering storm, of which one can
already hear the distant rumbling.

The writer is an Emeritus Professor of Political
Science, Heidelberg University, Germany. He
is the author of Governance by Stealth: The

Ministry of Home Affairs and making
of the Indian state

Shoring up the foundations

Duration of early literacy programmes should be increased, not reduced

DHIR JHINGRAN AND SHAILAJA MENON

MORE THAN HALF the children in India are
unable to read fluently with comprehension
or do basic mathematical operations by the
end of primary schooling. To address this, the
National Education Policy (NEP 2020) sug-
gested a national mission to ensure that all
children attain foundational literacy and nu-
meracy by the end of Grade 3. Accordingly,
the National Initiative for Proficiency in
Reading with Understanding and Numeracy
(NIPUN Bharat) programme was started by
the Centre in 2021 to improve the founda-
tional learning of five crore students in gov-
ernment primary schools. NIPUN Bharat, de-
spite certain limitations, has begun to slowly
improve the learnings of children in Grades
1-3 in several states.

However, in a recent decision, the
Ministry of Education has rolled back the
scope of NIPUN Bharat to children in Grades
1-2, leaving out children in Grade 3. The ra-
tionale provided for this shift is to bring about
the alignment between NIPUN Bharat and
the curricular structure suggested by the NEP
2020 and the National Curricular Framework
(NCF2023).These latter documents envisage
a“foundational stage of learning” that would
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include three years of preschool education
and the first two years of primary schooling.
Hence, the argument is that the NIPUN Bharat
programme should also end at Grade 2.

Anganwadi centres catering to three to
six-year-olds focus largely on health, immu-
nisation and nutrition, and only a small pro-
portion of centres provide pre-school educa-
tion with any regularity or quality. In this
context, the setting up of a three to eight-year
block in which children receive well-planned,
high-quality educational servicesis still a dis-
tant goal. The reality is that approximately 68
per cent of children in the three to six-year
age group are not able to access educational
services in India. Most children come from
poorly literate home contexts and encounter
literacy for the first time in Grade 1. Thirty-
five per cent of children spend several years
of primary schooling navigating complex
gaps between home and school languages.
Therefore, to roll back a programme that sup-
ports the learning of children in Grade 3 is to
let go of a bird in hand (support for children
currently in Grade 3), for two in the bush (the
hope of a unified, functional schooling block
for the three to eight-year-olds).

If anything, we should be providing ex-
tra support for children through Grades 1-5
so that they have enough time to establish
robust foundations for language and numer-
acy learning. The NCF has merely argued for
appropriate pedagogical practices to be fol-
lowed for childrenin the three to eight-year
age group, for example, a focus on play-based
learning, flexible pace of learning, and the
like. The foundational stage described in the
NEP and NCF does not intend to target the
development of the whole range of literacy
and numeracy skills, attitudes and knowl-
edge required for all future learning in school
by the end of Grade 2. In fact, most research
conducted across the world and especially
in Indian contexts show that these under-
standings develop slowly during the first four
or five years of schooling.

Perhaps one of the reasons for such deci-
sions is an inadequate understanding of
what it means to establish strong founda-
tions for early literacy and numeracy. It is
possible that literacy, for example, is being
understood as the ability to blend letters to
read words at a certain pace by a certain age.
Programmes like NIPUN Bharat have also

contributed to the emergence of such an
imagination. But rather than cutting back on
such programmes, it becomes all the more
important to broaden our vision of early
foundational learning to include a focus on
the relevance of literacy to children’s lives,
strong oral expression, deep, inferential com-
prehension, enjoyment and appreciation of
literature, and capabilities to engage in writ-
ten composition.

Can foundations for these be expected to
be established by the end of Grade 2 or even
Grade 37? Rather, we should be arguing for
lengthening the duration of programmes de-
signed to strengthen early literacy and nu-
meracy learning to include children in
Grades 4 and 5 and to broaden their vision
in terms of educational aims and outcomes.
By cutting back on existing programmes we
run the risk of falling further behind in our
effort to improve foundational learning,.

Jhingran is Founder & Executive Director,
Language and Learning Foundation, Menon
currently leads the Centre of Excellence in
Early Literacy at Tata Trusts. Views are

personal
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“As we celebrate the lunar landing by a close neighbour, we should not hesitate
to seek collaboration in advancing science and technology while developing a

temper for innovation in science and technology.”

—THE KATHMANDU POST

A shoot-and-scoot
Opposition

Governments in healthy democracies must be held
to account. But stalling Parliament, shifting goal
posts and avoiding debate is not the way

BHUPENDER YADAV

INDIA IS ABOUT nine months away from
elections to the 18th Lok Sabha. Going to
the people to seek their mandate every five
years is an exercise that seeks to keep alive
the democratic spirit of the country en-
shrined in the Constitution. It is a time for
incumbent governments to present report
cards and for Opposition parties to point
out what they may deem to be lacunae in
the government’s performance.
Responsible Opposition parties are then
supposed to lay out an alternative model
of development before the people. This sys-
tem helps a democracy thrive and people
realise their aspirations.

Aresponsible Opposition is thus crucial
for this system. Unfortunately, the people
who failed to realise the people’s aspira-
tions while they were in power for close to
seven decades have ended up being a drag
on the country’s development even in
Opposition. The Monsoon Session of
Parliament which wrapped up recently is
just one among the many examples when
the Opposition tried to derail the demo-
cratic systems in place.

The architect of the Indian Constitution,
BR Ambedkar said, “The debates in
Parliament are a vital part of the demo-
cratic process. They help to ensure that the
laws are made in the best interests of the
people.” Parliament is a place where dis-
sentis welcome and wanted. However, the
Congress-led opposition believes only in
disruptions both inside and outside
Parliament.

Parliament passed crucial pieces of leg-
islation in the Monsoon Session, including
the Digital Personal Data Protection Bill,
2023, The Forest (Conservation)
Amendment Bill, 2023, the Biological
Diversity (Amendment) Bill, 2023, the
Registration of Birth and Death
(Amendment) Bill, the Anusandhan
National Research Foundation Bill, 2023,
among several others. But the Opposition
remained absent from all discussions bar-
ring the one on the Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill,
2023. Had the future of their coalition not
depended on participation in the NCT
(Amendment)Bill, the Congress and its allies
would have spent time giving sound bites
to television channels outside Parliament
instead of participating in the debate. Even
in this debate,a member of the INDIA camp
resorted to “gross violation of rules, miscon-
duct, defiant attitude and contemptuous
conduct”, a phenomenon unparalleled in
the legislative history of India.

Unable to digest its loss in 2014, and a

repeat drubbing in 2019 — thanks to mis-
taking electoral mandate to be its divine
right — Congress has not participated in
any parliamentary discussion construc-
tively for the past nine years. By their own
admission, the Opposition brought in the
No-Confidence Motion without having any
confidence in the motion. They argued that
the intention was to hold the government
to account. All governments in healthy
democracies must be held to account. None
less than Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has welcomed questions on his govern-
ment’s performance. So the argument for
holding the government to account was
noble. The same, however, wasn'’t true for
its intent. The Opposition chose to walk out
of the discussion on the trust vote.

The Congress MP who moved the mo-
tion in Lok Sabha did not even exercise his
right to reply after the PM had spoken. And
thatis because the Opposition never really
had a case. They have only followed the pol-
icy of shoot-and-scoot over the last decade.
Make an allegation, launch personal attacks
on the PM, spread falsehood and then hide.
This has become a policy that Congress and
its allies have adopted.

Since 2014, in session after session, the
Opposition has picked up one issue after
another only to stall Parliament. This time
they chose Manipur and kept shifting goal-
posts to avoid any meaningful debate on
the matter. The Opposition began stalling
proceedings on the ground that a discus-
sion on Manipur be held under Rule 267
and not Rule 176. When Home Minister
Amit Shah announced in Parliament that
the government was ready for a discussion
on Manipur with time being no constraint,
the Congress shifted the goal post, knowing
it had much to hide fromits own misdeeds
in not just Manipur but the entire
Northeast, and demanded that the PM be
present in the debate. Ironically, the
Congress was not even present in
Parliament when the discussion on
Manipur was initiated. Sitting in television
studios, they lied to the people that the gov-
ernment did not want to discuss Manipur.

India has seen unprecedented develop-
ment under PM Modi in the last nine years.
The Opposition knows it cannot fight with
facts. So, it resorted to name-calling. But
beyond sullying individual reputations, the
use of indecent language in Parliament un-
dermines the institution of Parliament —
the highest people’s institution.

An Opposition devoid of imagination
and constructive politics is detrimental to
democracy. It believes in confusing voters
and misleading the nation. A nation of 140-
crore aspirations has no room for this neg-
ative politics. All politics, of the incumbents
and those opposing the incumbents, must
be pro-India. And on that count, the
Congress has been as big a failure in
Opposition as it was when in power.

The writer is Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
and Labour and Employment

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

MAKE CAMPUS SAFE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘End rag-
ging’ (IE, August 26). The practice of ha-
rassment and humiliation on campus
must be done away with immediately.
The suspected suicide of a first-year
student of Jadavpur University has
jolted back to reality the educational
fraternity across the nation. Victims’
rural and marginalised backgrounds
make them an easy target for their tor-
mentors who, in most cases, belong to
affluent families. Freeing campuses and
hostels of ex-students could help solve
the problem to a large extent. Higher
education institutes must form com-
mittees comprising faculty, students,
counsellors, and SDM-rank officers as
representatives from the local admin-
istration. It is because the campus au-
thorities turn a blind eye to ragging that
students have been able to continue
this for so long. Campuses all over India
can be free of ragging by following the
SCand UGCrules in letter and spirit.

S H Quadri, Bikaner

OUR DIPLOMACY

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The new
discourse of Global South’ (IE, August
26). As a political or economic concept,
the Global South is likely to remain a
talking shop like the now defunct NAM
in the diplomatic arena. The so-called
Global North used the tailwinds gen-
erated by the industrial revolution to
plunder the rest of the world and make
substantial material gains to reach its
current superior economic status.
While the phenomenon of globalisa-
tion brings some parity in this equa-

tion, for the gap to actually reduce and
disappear, the South needs to perform
on multiple fronts of politics, educa-
tion, infrastructure, medicine, industry
etc. Given its present status, most of the
South is unequal to and unprepared for
this task. For a country like India that is
on the move, it makes sense to depend
more on bilateralism at a functional
level while diplomatically trumpeting
grand concepts like the Global South.
H N Bhagwat, Chiplun

NO SMOKING

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Misplacing
the Warning' (IE, August 25). The writ-
ers correctly question the rationale be-

hind the Union health ministry’s recent
notification requiring OTT platforms to
display anti-tobacco warning messages
and disclaimers in the prescribed man-
ner and at the prescribed spots within
their content. In order for these rules to
appear just, fair, and meaningful, the
government should ideally have held
prior consultation with all stakehold-
ers. Just yesterday, the National Medical
Commission was forced to rescind its
earlier order, though well-intentioned,
requiring all physicians to prescribe
medications only by their generic
names, and not in their brand names,
after legitimate objections from lead-
ing medical bodies. When every pack
of cigarettes and bidis already contains
a graphic health warning reminding
both current and potential smokers of
the debilitating health risks associated
with smoking, there is no added bene-
fit to carrying anti-tobacco messages
with OTT content, viewed in private.
Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru
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Women not observing
correct way to wear
hijab: Mohd Khalid
Hanafi’s ministry

AFGHANISTAN
Women barred
fromvisiting
national park

Kabul: The Taliban will
use security forces to stop
women from visiting one
of Afghanistan’s most
popular national parks,
according a spokesman
for Vice & Virtue Ministry.
It alleges that women
have not been observing
the proper way to wear
hijab, when going to
Band-e-Amir in Bamiyan.
This comes a week after
minister, Mohammad
Khalid Hanafi, visited
province and told officials
and clerics about the
same, asking security
personnel to stop women
from visiting the tourist
hotspot. AP

JAPAN
Radioactivity

below limits near
Fukushima: Govt

Tokyo: Tests of seawater
near Japan's Fukushima
nuclear plant have not de-
tected any radioactivity,
the environment ministry
said Sunday, days after au-
thorities began discharg-
inginto the sea treated wa-
ter. Japan and scientific
organisations say the wa-
ter is safe after removing
radioactive elements ex-
cept for tritium, a radioac-
tive isotope of hydrogen.
Samples from 11 points
near the plant showed
concentrations of tritium
below lower limit of detec-
tion, ministry said, adding
that it “would have no ad-
verse impact on human
health&environment”. AP

IRAN
‘Enrichment of
uranium based
ondomestic law’

Tehran: Iran's enrichment
of uranium continues
based on a framework es-
tablished by the country's
parliament, nuclear chief
Mohammad Eslami said
on Sunday when asked
about reports regarding
Tehran slowing down its
60% enrichment. “Our nu-
clear enrichment contin-
ues based on the strategic
framework law,” Eslami
said, referring to a related
law. Itwas earlier reported
that Iran had slowed accu-
mulating near-weapons-
grade enriched uranium
and diluted some stock-
pile, moves that could ease
tensions with US and re-
vive talks over Iran's nu-
clear work. REUTERS

NORTH KOREA
Citizens allowed
toreturn home
from abroad

Seoul: North Korea said
Sunday it will allow its cit-
izens staying abroad tore-
turn home in line with eas-
ing pandemic situations
worldwide, as the country
slowly eases its Covid
curbs. In a brief statement
carried by state media, the
State Emergency Epidemic
Prevention Headquarters
said those returning to
North Korea will be putin
quarantine for a week for
“proper medical observa-
tion.” North Koreabanned
tourists, jetted out diplo-
mats and severely cur-
tailed border traffic and
trade after the pandemic
began. AP

12 'THE WORLD

AFTER MUG SHOT IN ATLANTA JAIL
TRUMP GETS MILLIONS IN CAMPAIGN FUNDS

Since appearing Thursday to have his mug shot taken in a racketeering and fraud case in
Atlanta, Georgia, the former president of the US raised $71 million for his campaign funds,
with $4.18 million on Friday alone, Trump spokesperson Steven Cheung said. REUTERS

GENETIC TESTS SHOW HE WAS AMONG 10 KILLED IN JET CRASH: OFFICIALS

AGENICES
MOSCOW, AUGUST 27

THE RUSSIAN authorities have
officially confirmed the death of
the Wagner mercenary chief
Yevgeny Prigozhin, with investi-
gators saying on Sunday that ge-
netic testing showed that the vic-
tims of a plane crash last week
matched all the names on the
jet's manifest.

Prigozhin was presumed to
have died in the crash on
Wednesday, an incident that
came two months after he
launched a failed mutiny against
Russia’s military leadership and
which US and Western officials
believe was the result of an ex-
plosion on board.

However, the Russian au-
thorities had said they were
awaiting the results of an inves-
tigation before confirming the
identities of those on board.

Svetlana Petrenko, a spokes-
woman for Russia’s investigative
committee, said in a statement
posted on the Telegram messag-
ing app Sunday that the identities
of all 10 dead had been estab-
lished and that they corresponded
to those listed on the flight log.

President Vladimir Putin

Conservative
UK lawmaker
formally quits
with scathing
attack on PM

Nadine
Dorriesisa
close ally of
ex-PM Boris
Johnson

REUTERS
LONDON, AUGUST 27

UK MEMBER of parliament
Nadine Dorries has delivered a
scathing attack on Conservative
Party’s leader Rishi Sunak in her
formal resignation letter, accusing
the prime minister of running a
“zombie parliament” and lacking
any political vision.

Dorries, a close ally of former
leader Boris Johnson, had an-
nounced in June she would quit
and then faced mounting criti-
cism for not actually doing so,
preventing the election toreplace
her from being held alongside
three otherlocal votes last month.

Dorries formally quit late on
Saturday with a lengthy resigna-
tionletter that tore into Sunak. The
by-election to replace her will
likely take place in the autumn,
presenting the Conservatives with
another test of their popularity
when they are trailing the opposi-
tion Labour Party in opinion polls.

“Since you took office a year
ago, the country is run by a zom-
bie parliament where nothing
meaningful has happened. What
exactly has been done or have
you achieved?” said Dorries.

“You hold the office of prime
minister unelected, withouta sin-
gle vote, not even from your own
MPs. You have no mandate from
the people and the government
is adrift. You have squandered the
goodwill of the nation, for what?”

A spokesperson for Sunak
declined to comment.

Russia confirms: Prigozhin dead

At a makeshift memorial for Wagner mercenary chief Yevgeny Prigozhin in Moscow. Reuters

Thursday, in his first comments on
the crash, spoke obliquely of
Prigozhin’s death, referring to him
in past tense, butdidn’t confirmit.
“He made some serious mistakes
inlife, but he also achieved neces-
sary results,” Putin said.

Some European leaders,
many Western news outlets and

people close to Wagner have
speculated that Putin had
Prigozhin killed in retaliation for
his brief mutiny in June — sug-
gestions the Kremlin on Friday
dismissed as an “absolute lie.”
The Wagner fighters have now
left Ukraine and some have relo-
cated to neighbouring Belarus un-

derthe terms of adeal thatended
their mutiny. Some are expected
to be absorbed into Russia's
armed forces but many will be an-
gry over the demise of the group's
founder who inspired a high de-
gree of loyalty among his men.
The crash came two months
to the day after Prigozhin and his

SHIPS RETURN FROM
PACIFIC PATROLLING

Moscow: A detachment of
Russia's navy warships re-
turned from more than three
weeks of joint-patrolling of
the Pacific Ocean with
Chinese navy ships, the
Russian Interfax news agency
reported on Sunday.
Wiarships of Russia's Pacific
Fleet, together with a detach-
ment of Chinese navy ships
travelled more than 7,000
nautical miles through the
Sea of Japan, the Sea of
Okhotsk, the Bering Sea and
the Pacific Ocean, Interfax re-
ported citing the Fleet's press
service. REUTERS

Wagner troops staged a mutiny
against Russian military com-
manders in which they took con-
trol of Rostov, and advanced to-
wards Moscow before turning
back 200 km from the capital.
Muscovites laid flowers on
Sunday at a makeshift shrine fes-
tooned with Russian flags and
photographs set up a short dis-
tance from the Kremlin to the
memory of Prigozhin and Utkin.

Imran says lost diplomatic cable he had
cited as ‘evidence’ of US ‘plot to oust him’

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, AUGUST 27

JAILED FORMER Prime Minister
of Pakistan Imran Khan admit-
ted misplacing a confidential
diplomatic cable as he was in-
terrogated by Pakistan’s top in-
vestigative agency at the Attock
Jail in a case filed under the
Official Secrets Act for wrongful
use of the classified document,
according to media reports on
Sunday.

Imran was
interrogated
under
Official
Secrets Act

Khan, 70, is currently serving
athree-year jail term after he was
sentenced by a courtina corrup-
tion case earlier this month.

The cable in question was the
same document Khan had for
long mentioned as evidence of a

US-backed conspiracy to remove
him as the PM last year.

Khan had waved adocument
at a rally days before his ouster
as prime minister in April 2022,
saying it was proof of foreign
conspiracy.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT) chairman's interrogation in
the matter comes days after he
was booked under the Official
Secrets Act for making the con-
tent of a confidential diplomatic
cable from the country's em-
bassy in the US public.

Zimbabwe’s President declared
polls winner, Opp rejects result

NYASHA CHINGONO
& NELSON BANYA
HARARE, AUGUST 27

ZIMBABWE'S ELECTIONS com-
mission said late on Saturday
that incumbent Emmerson
Mnangagwa had won this
week’s presidential election
with roughly 53% of the vote, but
the opposition and analysts im-
mediately questioned the result.

Mnangagwa, who took over
from longtime leader Robert
Mugabe after a 2017 army coup,
was widely expected to secure re-
election for a second term as ana-

I

Mnangagwa won with 53%
of the vote. Reuters

lysts said the contest was heavily
skewed in favour of the ZANU-PF
ruling party, which has been in
power formore than four decades.

The Zimbabwe Electoral
Commission  (ZEC) said
Mnangagwa's main challenger,
Nelson Chamisa, who leads the
opposition Citizens' Coalition for
Change (CCC) party, secured 44%
of the presidential vote.

ACCCspokespersonsaidina
post on X, formerly Twitter, that
the party rejected "any result
hastily assembled without
proper verification”.

Mnangagwa also narrowly
defeated Chamisa at the last
presidential electionin 2018.The
opposition alleges that election
was rigged but the constitutional
court upheld the result. REUTERS

Sunak says life sentences to be made
mandatory for heinous murder cases

London: British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak has unveiled plans for
tough new laws which would
mean those convicted of heinous
murders will face life behind bars
for the rest of their lives, with no
chance of being considered for pa-
role or early release.

The leader said on Saturday

that “life means life” and judges
will be required to hand down
mandatory whole-life orders to
criminals who commit the most
horrific types of murder.

“Ihave shared the public's hor-
ror at the cruelty of crimes we
have seen recently...They expect
honesty in sentencing,” he said.

The new law will place alegal
expectation on judges to hand
down whole-life orders, exceptin
extremely limited circumstances.

It comes in the days after
nurse Lucy Letby was handed a
whole-life order after being
found guilty of killing seven new-
borns ata hospital in England. PTI

During interrogation, Khan
admitted to losing the cypher,
saying he couldn't recall where
he kept it, The News newspaper
reported.

Khan also denied that the pa-
per he waved at a public gather-
ing last year, days before the
ouster of his government, as
proof of the conspiracy was the
diplomatic cable.

“The paper I gestured in the
public were Cabinet meeting
minutes and not cypher,” the pa-
per quoted Khan as saying. PTI

3 US Marines
dead as Australia
aircraft crashes
during exercise

SAMUEL MCKEITH
SYDNEY, AUGUST 27

THREE US Marines died in an air-
craft crash off the coast of north-
ern Australia Sunday while trans-
porting troops during a routine
military exercise, officials said.

Five others were "transported
to Royal Darwin Hospital in seri-
ous condition", Marine Rotation
Force - Darwin said.

They were among 23 Marines
on the MV-22B Osprey tilt-rotor
aircraft whenit crashed, the state-
ment said,adding the cause of the
crash was being investigated.

The crash occurred on the
Tiwi Islands at around 0730 IST.

Australian PM Anthony
Albanese called the incident
“tragic”, saying the Osprey was
supporting the Exercise Predators
Run 2023 military exercise.

No Australian personnel
were not involved in the crash,
he said.

About 2,500 personnel from
Australia, the US, the Philippines,
Indonesia and East Timor were
taking partin exercises. REUTERS
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US Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo (left), with Lin Feng,
Director General of China’s Ministry of Commerce, and US
Ambassador to China Nick Burnsin Beijing, on Sunday. Reuters

TOHOLD MEETINGS WITH OFFICIALS TODAY

US Commerce Secy
arrives in China for
talks on trade boost

DAVID SHEPARDSON
BEIJING, AUGUST 27

US COMMERCE Secretary Gina
Raimondo arrived in Beijing late
on Sunday for a four-day visit
aimed at boosting business ties
between the world’s two largest
economies while declaring
American national security trade
measures off-limits for debate.
“If you wanted to put a
tagline to the trip and the mis-
sion, it’s protect what we must
and promote where we can,”
Raimondo told reporters on
Friday before departing for
China. “I'm not going to pull my
punches next week when I am
there butIintend to be practical.”
Relations are tense as the
United States works with allies
to block China's access to ad-
vanced semiconductors, while
Beijing is restricting shipments
from prominent chip company
Micron Technology and raided
and fined US firm Mintz Group
$1.5 million for doing "unap-
proved statistical work."
Raimondo, who was greeted
upon arrival by Chinese
Commerce Ministry official Lin
Feng, will hold bilateral meetings

Working
@ onties

EXPLAINED

RAIMONDO, THE fourth
high-level US official to
visit China recently, is the
first commerce secretary
to make the trip in seven
years. China and the
United States agreed this
month to double the
number of flights permit-
ted between them - still a
fraction of the number
before the pandemic.

with Chinese officials on Monday
and Tuesday in Beijing before she
heads to Shanghai. She will be
joined by US Ambassador to
China Nicholas Burns.

“We want to have a stable
commercial relationship,and core
to thatis regular communication,”
Raimondo said. “We need to com-
municate to avoid conflict.”

China'sambassadortothe US,
Xie Feng, who met Raimondo last
week, said China seeks “mutual
respect, peaceful coexistence and
win-wincooperation”.REUTERS

Three Black people die
in racially motivated
attack, shooter Kkills self

JASPERWARD
&PATRICIAZENGERLE
JACKSONVILLE, AUGUST 27

A WHITE man armed with a
high-powered rifle and a hand-
gun killed three Black people at
a Dollar General store in
Jacksonville, Florida, on Saturday;,
before shooting himself, in what
local law enforcement described
as aracially motivated crime.

“This shooting was racially
motivated, and he hated Black
people,” Jacksonville Sheriff TK
Waters told a press conference.

The suspect, whom Waters
described as a white male, was
not identified. Waters said all
three victims — two men and a
woman — were Black.

Waters said authorities be-
lieved the shooter acted alone,
and that before the shooting he
had authored "several mani-
festos" for media, his parents and
law enforcement detailing his
hatred for Black people.

Wiaters described his weapons

IN CANADA, MOVEMENT TO FIGHT WILDFIRES BY MAKING FORESTS RESILIENT GAINS GROUND

How indigenous techniques saved a community from wildfires

IANAUSTEN
BRITISHCOLUMBIA, AUG 27

THE WILDFIRE was blazing a
clear path toward a Canadian
lakeside tourist spot in British
Columbia with a population of
222,000 people.

The fire advanced on the city
of Kelowna for 19 days — con-
suming 976 hectares, or about
2,400 acres — of forest. But at the
suburban fringes, it encountered
a fire prevention zone and sput-
tered, burning just a single house.

The fire prevention zone —
an area carefully cleared to re-
move fuel and minimize the

Epﬂper.'ma)-.sss.cnm

spread of flames — was created
by alogging company owned by
a local Indigenous community.
And as a new wildfire has stalked
the suburb of West Kelowna this
month, its history with the pre-
vious one — the Mount Law fire,
in 2021 — offers a valuable les-
son: A well-placed and well-
constructed fire prevention zone
can, under the right conditions,
save homes and lives.

It’s a lesson not only for
Kelowna but also for a growing
number of places in Canada and
elsewhere threatened by in-
creased wildfire amid climate
change. “When you think about
how wildfire seasons are playing

out, if we invested more into the
proactive, then we would need
less of that reactive wildfire re-
sponse,” said Kira Hoffman, a
wildfire researcher at the
University of British Columbia.
“We’re not going to see probably
the effects of a lot of this mitiga-
tion and treatment for 10 or 20
years. But that's when we're re-
ally going to need it.”

Wildfires are an essential
component of the natural cycle
of forests, but in recent years,
more of them have grown so big
that containment is nearly im-
possible. Fire prevention zones
— created in the off season — can
help slow approaching blazes so
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The fire advanced on the city of Kelowna for 19 days,
consuming 976 hectares, or about 2,400 acres of forest. NYT

that people can escape, and can
also enable firefighters to gain
control over some areas.

The creation of these zones is
being greeted with renewed in-
terest in parts of Canada, includ-
ing in the western provinces of
British Columbia and Alberta.
Interest has especially peaked in
Indigenous communities, which
have been most affected by the
country’s wildfires.

Ten times as many acres have
burned in Canada this year than
all of last fire season, at times
sending smoke as far south as
Georgia and as far east as Europe.
The current fire in West Kelowna
has breached areas that lack fire

Residents gather for a prayer
near the scene of shooting in
Jacksonville, on Sunday. AP

asaGlockand an “AR-15 style” ri-
fle, with swastikas on it, referring
to a lightweight semi-automatic
long gun used in mass shootings.

He said the shooter was spot-
ted atalocal historically Black col-
lege, Edward Waters University,
where he put on his vest and a
mask before going to the branch
of adiscount store.

Sherri Onks, special agent in
charge of the Jacksonville FBI of-
fice, said officials had opened a
civil rights probe and would pur-
sueitasahatecrime. REUTERS

prevention zones, consuming 110
buildings and upending the lives
of 30,000 evacuees in the area.

By contrast, the 50-acre fire
resistant zone starved the in
2021 fire, allowing firefighters to
suppress it, keeping it away from
houses.

The logging company, Ntityix
Development, that created that
fire prevention zone drew in part
on traditional Indigenous forestry
practices, including thinning the
forest; cleaning up debris on the
floor; and burning debris and
ground cover in a controlled way
to prevent it from becoming fuel
forwildfires —an act once banned
by provincial government. NYT
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‘HUNG UPSIDE DOWN’ ON SUSPICION OF THEFT

2 minors among 4 Dalits beaten

up in Maharashtra village, 2 held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, AUGUST 27

FOUR YOUTHS, including two mi-
nors, from the Dalit community
were allegedly semi-stripped,
hung upside down from a tree
and beaten up in a village in
Ahmednagar district over the
suspicion of stealing goats and pi-
geons, following which two per-
sons were arrested, police said.
Six persons, including two
from an upper caste community
and two froma Scheduled Caste
(SC) community, have been
booked under the Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act as
well as under Indian Penal Code
(IPC) sections for attempt to
murder, kidnapping, wrongful
restraint, and rioting, police said.

RAJASTHAN
Woman alleges
rape, harassment
of daughter; BJP
leader among

six booked

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,AUGUST 27

ABJPleader and five others were
booked for allegedly raping a 45-
year-old woman and harassing
her minor daughter in Rajasthan’s
Pali district, police said on Sunday.

Mohan Jat, BJP district gen-
eral secretary in Pali, said the al-
legations against him were false
and baseless. According to the
complaint against him, the al-
leged incident took place on
Thursday (August 24). Police reg-
istered a case the next day.

“The complainant has said...
she was asked by one Mohan Jat
tocometosee aplot(ofland). He
and some of the other accused
later allegedly raped her, the
complainant said. Apart from Jat,
three women have also been
named as accused, as well as an-
other man and an unknown per-
son,” said the SHO of the police
station in Pali where the case
was lodged. The SHO added that
the woman also said Jat had pho-
tos of hers that he had allegedly
clicked previously.

The woman also alleged that
the accused misbehaved with her
minor daughter, the SHO said.

“The FIR was registered on
August 25 against the accused
for offences including gangrape,
rape and offences under the
POCSO Act. We are presently in-
vestigating and no arrests have
been made,” the SHO said.

When contacted, Jat said: “I
have built a colony and there are
plots there whichIsell. Whenever
people contact me expressing in-
terest in purchasing the plots, [ ask
them to visit the site, where my
employees show them around. I
don’t meet them myself. The al-
legations against me are false and
baseless.” Pali district BJP presi-
dent Mansharam Parmar said
that the case against Jat was po-
litically motivated.

“The accused suspected that
the four youths had committed
the theft of some domesticated
pigeons and goats. Probe suggests
that they dragged the victims out
of their homes and took them to
afarmwhere their shirts were re-
moved and hands and legs were
tied before tying them upside
down from a tree and thrashing
them,” said the Ahmednagar po-
lice in a statement.

Local residents rescued the
four and took them to a hospital
in Shrirampur, where they are
undergoing treatment, police
said. Later in the day, purported
videos of the assault were circu-
lated on social media.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Prakash AmbedKkar,
president of Vanchit Bahujan
Aghadi (VBA), said, “This is a
clear cut case of caste atrocity...

we demand that strict action be
initiated against the accused.”

Tweeting a purported video of
the incident, Ambedkar stated,
“Another dayin Maharashtra, an-
other caste atrocity.. where a Dalit
youth is seen pleading his inno-
cence with folded hands...Itis AB-
SOLUTELY UNQUESTIONABLE
that this incident is a caste atroc-
ity”. “I spoke to one of the boys...
He told me that the police said
‘the Mahar community should
be treated like this only’,”
Ambedkar said.

Superintendent of police,
Ahmednagar, Rakesh Ola, told
The Indian Express, “We have ar-
rested two persons in the case
and further investigation is on.”

Local organisations protested
blocking the Shrirampur-
Newasa Road, while several
shops were closed.
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An elephant-feeding event at Thirunakkara Mahadeva temple in Kottayam, Kerala, Sunday. P11

West Bengal: 7 killed, many injured
in explosion at illegal firecracker unit e

SWEETY KUMARI
BARASAT, AUGUST 27

AT LEAST seven persons were
killed and several others injured
in an explosion at a house in
Nilgunj's Moshpole area in North
24 Parganas district, West Bengal,
on Sunday morning. Hospital
sources said the death toll could
increase with the condition of
several injured being critical.

According to police, the house
was used as an illegal firecracker
unit where several people were at
work at the time of the explosion.
“The explosion ripped through
the house used for storing raw
materials for firecrackers. The in-
tensity of the blast was so huge
that at least four to five adjoining
houses were severely damaged,”
said police. A forensic unit, a CID
bomb squad, personnel of the dis-
aster management department
and a contingent of police are at
the spot, police added.

“The explosion was so power-
ful thatitdamaged several nearby
houses. One of the victims” hand
was blown off and his face was
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The site of the blast at Moshpole area in North 24 Parganas

district on Sunday. Partha Paul

unrecognisable,” said a fire
brigade official at the blast site.
A family member of an in-
jured person said the house was
used for packaging firecrackers.
“After that blast in Egra, where
so many people died, the work
had stopped here. Just a month
ago, more labourers were called
from Murshidabad to work,”
said the mother of the injured.
After a similar blast in in

Paschim Medinipur district three
months ago, the state set up a
committee under the chief secre-
tary, tolookinto such illegal units.

Governor CV Ananda Bose,
who visited a hospital in Barasat
where those injured in the blast
have been admitted, said, "It is
not just a sporadic accident.
Many precious lives have been
lost. The police are investigating.
Effective measures will be taken.”

14-yr-old kills sister for speaking with
Dalit youth; parents, brother also held

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 27

A 14-YEAR-OLD boy in a village
in Kaushambi, Uttar Pradesh, al-
legedly killed his 15-year-old sis-
ter with an axe on Friday night
when he is said to have found
her speaking with a Dalit youth
over the phone. On Saturday, he
went to the local police station
and surrendered.

Police have also arrested
three adult members of the fam-
ily — the boy's father (48), mother
(45) and 19-year-old brother -
for allegedly being involved in
the murder.

“The girl's parents and an

Battered by rains

SAURABHPARASHAR
SHIMLA, AUGUST 27

THE MORNING of August 24 saw
multi-storey buildings fold like a
pack of cards in Kullu district as
heavy rain triggered another
round of landslides in Himachal
Pradesh. About 200 km away,
state capital Shimla had wit-
nessed similar scenes between
August 14 and 17. Twenty-seven
deaths were reported during this
period from Shimla, including
seven fromone family in a cloud-
burst incident at Shiv Bawadi tem-
ple. Nine buildings and a section
of Kalka-Shimla railway track had
also collapsed during this time.
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu had blamed these
disasters on unchecked construc-
tion, inadequate drainage systems
and excessive rain. Inaninterview
to The Indian Express, he had said,
“People construct houses without
applying scientific methods. Inre-
cently made buildings, the
drainage system is very poor.
People believe they are draining
the water without knowing that
water is going nowhere but into
the hills, making them fragile.
Shimla is more than one and a half
century old, and its drainage sys-
tem is excellent. Now there are
buildings in nallas (runlets). The
houses which are collapsing these
days have not gone through stan-

dards of structural engineering.”

This was anadmission —atthe
highest levels of the government
— of a problem that has stared in
the face of every visitor to Shimla
and everyresident of the hill town
since late 2000s. While the CM
blamed faulty structural design
and indiscriminate construction
work for the recent destruction
faced by his state, much of the
blame for Shimla’s unchecked
growth lies at the doors of govern-
ments past and present.

Red flags ignored

When the British built Shimla
on the grasslands they had re-
tained after the 1814 Gurkha War,
the hill town was a place where
the troops rested. However, its
cool climate and picture-post-
card beauty made it popularas a
summer resort. Being declared
the country’s summer capital
from 1865 to 1939 led to Shimla’s
exponential growth.

Ashwani Kumar, an assistant
professor in Department of
Architecture & Planning at Jaipur’s
Malaviya National Institute of
Technology (MNIT), said, “The
structural destruction of the hills
was evident in 2009, when I did
my first study on Himachal. There
are many reasons why Shimla is
sinking — weak implementation
of building bylaws, regularisation
of violations, cutting of slopes at
90 degrees and lack of scientific
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elder brother have also confessed
to the crime. The minor boy will
be produced before a Juvenile
Justice Board,” said SP Kaushambi
Brijesh Kumar Srivastava.
According to the police, the
15-year-old girl, who belongs to
the OBC, was in a relationship
with a Dalit youth for some time,
and the family opposed it. They
had also sent her to a relative's
place in Delhi so that she would
stop meeting the Dalit youth.
The local station in-charge
said that on Saturday morning,
the 14-year-old boy reached the
police station and claimed to
have killed his elder sister after
he caught her speaking to a Dalit
youth over the phone. “A police

team reached the village and
found the girl's body lying in
the house.

“On Friday night, the boy told
the family members that he had
seen his sister speaking with the
Dalityouth over the phone... The
family members questioned the
girl, she denied having any cell-
phone with her. The girl’s
mother then started to search
her clothes and found a cell-
phone from her... The family
members then tied her hands
and started beating her up. She
was allegedly hitby anaxeand a
hammer by her brothers... The
next morning, the youngest son
reached the police station and
surrendered,”said the officer.

Growing, growing, gone
Year Popula_ltion Originally
designed for just
1971 & J
9 - 22208 E 25,000 people, the
2011 1,69,378 current population
in Shimla is approx
2023 2,34,000* 230 1akh
*Till August 2023
Municipal wards Registered
Shimla Municipal Corporation vehicles
has existed since 1851
1947 [N 15 S
1962 [ 19 3 B
N
2015 [N 24 =
2017 2005 2011 2021 2023
Source: Study by Wadia Institute Sources: Vidhan Sabha records
of Himalayan Geology, Dehradun and local sources at Shimla RTO

studies of sites where construc-
tionis planned.”

Geoscientist Sreedhar
Ramamurthy agrees, “Shimlafalls
under seismic zone IV. This leaves
its nearly 1.50 lakh residents vul-
nerable to earthquakes. Since mi-
croearthquakes happenin the re-
gion daily, there is a need to
change structural design across
the state. We should learn from
Japan, an earthquake-prone coun-
try that uses light construction

materials. Instead of concrete
walls inside a house, we canmake
walls using hardboards and use
cupboards to demarcate rooms.
Theinstitutes in Shimla should be
relocated elsewhere to decrease
pressure on township. The state
can also think on lines of Andhra
Pradesh’s three capitals proposal.”

Foracity built by the British for
amaximum of 25,000 people, its
population touched 55,368 by
1971. It went up to 1.69 lakh in

According to Minister Rathin
Ghosh, the house was used to
stock firecrackers. “This is not an
area where firecrackers are pro-
duced. The main manufacturing
hub is in the Narayanpur area of
Nilgunj which is far from here,”
said Ghosh, who has been ac-
cused by the BJP of running such
illegal units in the constituency.

BJP also demanded a probe
by the National Investigation
Agency (NIA)and plans to move
the High Court for the same.
Leader of the Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari said the state
was sitting on a powder keg,.

State Congress chief Adhir
Chowdhury alsoaccused the TIVIC
government in the state of giving
free run to those using explosives.

Reacting to the allegations,
TMC leader Kunal Ghosh
equated the BJP with a “vulture”
and said it is a useless political
outfit that pursues politics over
bodies. “They are... waiting for
someone to die so that they can
come and maul the carcass. They
should stop jumping to conclu-
sions and let police complete the
probe,” Ghosh said.

Minor boy found
hanging at Silchar

MP’s residence

Guwahati: The body of a 10-year-
old boy was found hanging at BJP
MP Rajdeep Roy’s house in
Assam’s Silchar on Saturday. The
boy was the son of a domestic
worker at the MP’s residence,and
had beenliving there with family.
Cachar district ASP, Subrata
Sen, told PTI that the body was
found with a cloth wrapped
around the neck. “We are inves-
tigating the matter," Sen said.
MP Roy told reporters that
the boy's mother and her two
children had been living in his
house for the past three years. “I
had gotten him admitted to
school,” he said. He said was at
the party office when the
body was found. ENS
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Lt Gen Dhillon is
II'T-Mandi BoG

LtGen

) Kanwal Jeet
‘w Ssingh
ﬁl_ﬂ Dhillon

New Delhi: Lt Gen Kanwal Jeet
Singh Dhillon (Retd) was ap-
pointed as the Chairperson of
the Board of Governors (BoG) of
Indian Institute of Technology,
Mandi, on Friday, for a period of
three years. Dhillon will succeed
Professor Prem Vrat, the found-
ing director of IIT Roorkee, in the
position.

Dhillon retired from the de-
fence services in January, 2023.
He served as DG Defence
Intelligence Agency and Deputy
Chief of Integrated Defence Staff
under the Chief of Defence Staff
responsible for international
military cooperation and strate-
gic intelligence.

Dhillon has been a recipient
of several awards, including the
Param Vishisht Seva Medal,
Uttam Yudh Seva Medal, Yudh
Seva Medal, and Vishisht Seva
Medal. ENS

23 DEATHS IN 2023

Kota: 2 NEET

aspirants die
by suicide

This year’s count is highest in 8 years

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, AUGUST 27

TWO TEENS died by suicide in
Rajasthan’s Kota Sunday, police
said, taking this year’s student
suicide count at the coaching
hub to 23 — already the highest
in the last eight years.

One of these students was a
17-year-old NEET aspirant who
jumped to his death from the
sixth floor of a coaching institute.

The class 12 student hailed
from Maharashtra’s Latur district
and had been staying with his
grandparents in the city for the
last three years, police said.

“It appears he went to his
coaching institute to appear for
a test. After the test, he jumped
off the sixth floor of the insti-
tute,” said Devesh Bhardwaj,
SHO of Kota’s Vigyan Nagar po-
lice station.

Later in the evening, an 18-
year-old student from Bihar, also
preparing for the medical en-
trance, was found hanging in his
hostel room.

“The student was living with
his sister and cousin, who are
also coaching students in Kota.
He was preparing for NEET,” said

an official from Kota’s Kunadi po-
lice station.

Thousands of students enroll
at coaching centres in Kota every
year to prepare for competitive
exams.

According to Kota Police
data, 17 students had died by
suicide in 2015. The figures
since then are 16in 2016, seven
in 2017, 20 in 2018 and eight
in 2019.

The pandemic years of 2020
and 2021 saw afall in suicides —
four and none, respectively — as
students left the city amid the
lockdowns. In 2022, the figure
was back up to 15.

But by just August this year,
student suicides cases have far
outstripped last year’s number
even as the the district adminis-
tration scrambles to introduce
measures to stop the deaths —
with little effect.

Earlier this month, the ad-
ministration made it compul-
sory for hostels to install spring-
loaded fans to stop students
from hanging themselves.

It has also introduced meas-
ures such as counselling and
biometric attendance in coach-
ing centres to keep tabs on
students.

A safety net in a Kota hostel to stop suicide attempts. PTI

Poet-writer Jayanta Mahapatra
dies at 95, state funeral today

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, AUGUST 27

EMINENT LITTERATEUR and
poet Jayanta Mahapatra passed
away on Sunday late evening at
SCB Medical College and
Hospital in Cuttack. He was 95.
Mahapatra was admitted to
the said hospital on August4 due
to old-age related complications.
He was shifted to the ICU after
his condition deteriorated.
Mahapatra was the first
Indian poet to win a Sahitya
Akademi award for English po-
etry. He was also conferred with
the Padma Shri award in 2009.

Army and NDRF personnel carry out rescue and relief work
at the site of landslide in Summer Hill area of Shimla where
21 people died earlier this month. P1ifile

2011 andis nearly 2.34 lakh today.

To meet their demands and
those of the hordes of tourists who
descended every summer, Shimla
grew alongside. Today, the town
has 236 hotels and over 100 bed
& breakfast accommodations. Its
rural areas have nearly 1,000
homestays. According to a 2018
Household Survey, town’s three
bus terminals see a footfall of
49,633 onausual day.

The first warning signs of this

overburden were seen in the
early 2000s, in the form of cracks
on the sprawling Ridge, which
houses landmarks like Christ
Church and State Library.
Efforts to repair the Ridge,
which covers aBritish-era 10-lakh
gallon water reservoir, have been
on since then. Taking a serious
note of the situation, the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) had imple-
mented a comprehensive con-
struction ban in 2017 across
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However, he returned it in 2015
to protest against “rising intoler-
ance inIndia”.

The author of ‘Indian
Summer’ and ‘Hunger', consid-
ered as classics inmodern Indian
English literature, Mahapatra
penned 27 books of poems, of
which seven are in Odia lan-
guage and the rest in English.

Born on October 22, 1928, in

Shimla’s core and green areas.

Of the nearly 100 hectares un-
der Shimla’s 17 green belts, 75.83
hectares fall on governmentland.

A review plea by the state
seeking relaxation on the con-
struction ban was dismissed by
the NGT in July 2018. In response,
the state moved the Supreme
Court. In February 2022, the
Town & Country Planning
Department notified the draft
SDP, titled ‘Vision 2041’. The plan
permits concrete constructionin
17 green belts with “restrictions”
and also opens the door for new
satellite towns around Shimla,
particularly near the four-lane
highway, to ease congestion in
the core area.

Eight months on, the NGT
passed orders quashing the SDP.
In May 2023, the apex court al-
lowed the state to notify the SDP
but with “restrictions”, includ-
ing no felling of trees in green ar-
eas; and no construction beyond
two floors with attics and park-
ing in core zones, and more than
three floors with parking and at-
tics in non-core regions.

A senior Town and Country
Planning Department officer
said, “The apex court allowed us
to notify the SDP. We have as-
sured full protection of Shimla
ecology and environment in the
plan. Construction in green belts
will be restricted and be done
without felling trees.”

Cuttack, Mahapatra started his
career as a lecturer in physics
and served in many government
colleges across Odisha.

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik expressed grief on the
passing away of Mahapatra, de-
scribing him “alegendary author
and poet who was prolific in
both English and Odia litera-
ture”. “He had successfully ele-
vated the reach of Odia literature
toawider circle. His intellect and
knowledge was a guiding spirit
for many youngsters to write in
English literature,” said the CM.

Mahapatra's funeral will take
place on Monday with full state
honours, the CM said.

& landshdes Shimla is on a shppery slope here’s Why

Between July 7 and August
17, when monsoon fury was at
peak in Himachal Pradesh,
Shimla Municipal Corporation
received at least 300 applica-
tions urging authorities to axe
“vulnerable trees” across town.

The way ahead

Emphasising the need to al-
leviate the population pressure
on Shimla, Panwar, former
Deputy Mayor who is a vocal
critic of the urbanisation of
Shimla and recent notified
Shimla Development Plan, sug-
gested, “The High Court and the
Directorate of Urban Planning
Department, which attracta sig-
nificant footfall daily, can be par-
tially relocated out Shimla.”

Activist Dimple Oberoi
Vahali said, “SDP provisions on
environment protection in
Shimla are mere eyewash. It
states thatit will not allow felling
of trees in green areas, but allows
construction. What happens
when trees pose a threat to these
houses? I am sure it will be
amended to allow cutting.
Similarly, it talks about planting
trees on area that is same in size
as the one on which construc-
tion has taken place in green ar-
eas. How will planting on land
located far from Shimla make up
for the loss in green areas?”

Full report on

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Dengue vaccines under development in India: a status report

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 27

WITH THE expanding geography of dengue
infections in India as well as the world, the need
hasincreasingly been felt for a vaccine that can
protect against all four serotypes, or strains, of
the virus. Nearly half the world’s population
lives at the risk of dengue at present.

The disease in India has spread from just
eight states and Union Territories in 2001 to
all states by 2022 — Ladakh was the last bas-
tion, from where two infections were reported
last year. This year, 31,464 dengue cases and
36 deaths have beenreported across the coun-
try till July, as per the latest data.

EXPLAINED CUSILIL]

Several efforts are underway within the
country to develop a vaccine against the mos-
quito-borne disease, which can cause internal
bleeding, circulatory shock, and death. The
dengue virusis called DENV, and its serotypes
are DENV1, DENV2, DENV3, and DENV4.

Human trials stage

At present, three vaccine candidates are
being tested on humans in India.

Firstis a vaccine by Panacea Biotec, based
on live weakened versions of the four dengue
serotypes. These versions were developed by
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases in the US — they deleted parts of the
genetic code of DENV1, DENV3, and DENV4
and then genetically engineered a DENV2

4 ASTRONAUTS FROM 4 NATIONS
REACH [SS: THE CREW, THE MISSION

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 27

FOUR ASTRONAUTS from four countries,
including the US, Denmark, Japan, and
Russia, launched aboard a SpaceX rocket
from NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in
Florida on Saturday, reached the Inter-
national Space Station (ISS) a day later.

Making up ‘Crew-7’, the four are NASA
astronaut Jasmin Moghbeli, European
Space Agency (ESA) astronaut Andreas
Mogensen, Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency (JAXA) astronaut Satoshi Furuk-
awa, and Roscosmos cosmonaut Konsta-
ntin Borisov.

They will replace four astronauts liv-
ing at the ISS since March, and stay there
for the next six months.

The four astronauts

Born in Germany and raised on New
York’s LongIsland, Jasmin Moghbeli is the
daughter of an Iranian couple who had
to flee their country during the 1979
revolution.

The first-time space traveller earned a
bachelor’s degree in aerospace engineer-
ing with information technology at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT)in Cambridge, following which she
joined the Marines and flew attack heli-
copters in Afghanistan.

A Master of Science in aerospace en-
gineering and graduate of the US Naval
Test Pilot School, Maryland, Moghbeli
was selected as a NASA astronaut in 2017.
As the mission commander, she is re-
sponsible for all phases of flight, from
launch to re-entry.

Mogensen is an ESA astronaut who
became the first Dutch person to go to
space in 2015 — he was part of Russia's
Soyuz spacecraft for a 10-day mission to
the space station. A doctorate in aero-
space engineering from the University of
Texas at Austin, Mogensen has also
worked on oil rigs off the West African
coast.

“He told people puzzled by his job
choice that “in the future we would need
drillers in space” like Bruce Willis’ charac-
terin the killer asteroid film Armageddon.
He’s convinced the rig experience led to
his selection,” the news agency Associated
Press reported.

As the pilot on Crew-7, he is respon-
sible for spacecraft systems and perform-
ance aboard the station.

Furukawa is on his second trip to
space — he spent 165 days aboard the
space station as part of Expeditions 28
and 29 in 2011. He worked as a surgeon
for over a decade before making Japan’s
astronaut cut in 1999.

Like Moghbeli, Borisov is also a first-
time space traveller. An engineer turned
businessman, the Russian runs a freediv-

The SpaceX rocket going to the ISS is
launched from NASA’s Kennedy
Space Center in Florida. AP

ing school in Moscow, in which divers do
away with oxygen tanks and hold their
breath underwater. He joined the
Roscosmos Cosmonaut Corps as a test
candidate in 2018.

The ISS

The Crew-7 mission is a result of the
ongoing cooperation among different
countries in space, especially since the
launch of the space station in 1998. The
International Space Station Program in-
volves the US, Russia, Canada, Japan, and
the participating countries of the
European Space Agency,and is one of the
most ambitious international collabora-
tions ever attempted, according to NASA's
website.

The program “brings together inter-
national flight crews, multiple launch ve-
hicles, globally distributed launch, oper-
ations, training, engineering, and
development facilities; communications
networks, and the international scientific
research community,” it added.

The mission

During their stay at the space station,
the Crew-7 astronauts will conduct more
than 200 science experiments and tech-
nology demonstrations to prepare for
missions to the Moon, Mars, and beyond.
The research will include a collection of
microbial samples from the exterior of
the space station. The team will also
analyse how sleeping in the micrograv-
ity environment differs from Earth by ex-
amining astronauts’ brain waves while
they sleep.
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backbone using parts from the weakened
DENV 4, on which the others were tacked.
These were grown in cell culture by
Panacea Biotec to develop the vaccine.
The company has completed a phase I/II
study in 100 healthy adults be-
tween 18 and 60 years of age.
This showed no severe adverse
events and more than 75% of the

A second vaccine candidate was devel-
oped by the Serum Institute of India with the
same weakened virus from the US. A phase
I trial with 60 healthy adults of 18 to 45 years
has already been completed, showing the

vaccine to be safe and well-tol-
erated.

The same technology has
also been used by Indian

participants developed antibod-
ies against all four of the dengue serotypes.

A larger phase III trial is likely by
December this year, after the vaccine manu-
facturing capability is scaled up. The trial will
be conducted across 20 sites, enrolling
10,335 healthy adults between the ages of 18
and 80 years.

HARISH DAMODARAN

IT’S CLEAR that EI Nifio is now emerging as a
major economic riskin India — and ahead of
the national elections scheduled for April-
May 2024, a political risk too.

The effects of the abnormal warming of
the central and eastern equatorial Pacific
Ocean waters towards Ecuador and Peru -
generally known to suppress rain in India -
are already beginning to be felt.

August so far has seen the country as a
whole register 30.7% below-normal (i.e. the
historical long-period average for a given in-
terval) rainfall. As a result, the overall 4.2% sur-
plus during the first two months of the south-
west monsoon (June-September) has turned
into a cumulative 7.6% deficit as of August 27.

The India Meteorological Department an-
ticipates no significant monsoon revival dur-
ing the next five days, putting this month on
course to end up as the driest-ever August -
even surpassing those of 1965 and 1920.

Why things can worsen

In July, the Oceanic Nifio Index (ONI) —
which measures the average sea surface tem-
perature deviation from the normal in the
east-central equatorial Pacific region —
touched 1 degree Celsius. This was twice the
EI Nifio threshold of 0.5 degree.

The US National Oceanic and Atmosph-
eric Administration has predicted a 66%
probability of the ONI exceeding 1.5 degrees
Celsius during October-December and a 75%
chance of it remaining above 1 degree in
January-March 2024. El Nifo is, thus, pro-
jected to not only persist, but strengthen
through the 2023-24 winter.

That, in the worst-case scenario, could
lead to an intensification of the current dry
conditions in September (when the south-
west monsoon season ends) and beyond. It
would also mean subpar rainfall during the
northeast monsoon (October-December)
and winter (January-February) seasons.

What that can do

The southwest monsoon rainis crucial for
not just the kharif season crops, sown mostly
in June-July and harvested over September-
October. Itis required also to fill up dam reser-
voirs and recharge groundwater tables that,
in turn, provide water for the crops cultivated
during the rabi (winter-spring) season.

The rabi crops are mainly wheat, mus-
tard, chana (chickpea), masur (red lentil),
matar (field pea), barley, potato, onion, garlic,
jeera(cumin), dhaniya (coriander) and saunf
(fennel). They also include maize grown in
Bihar and rice in West Bengal, Assam,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Odisha and Chhattisgarh.

The table shows water levels in 146 major
reservoirs as on August 24 to be 21.4% lower
than a year ago and 6.1% below the last 10-
year average for this date. The area sown un-
der most kharif crops this time has been
higher than last year, thanks to the 12.6% rain-

Immunologicals Limited to de-
velop a vaccine. This has started the phase |
clinical trial in 90 persons between the ages
of 18 and 50 years.

In early stages

There are at least two indigenous vac-
cines under development in research insti-

tutes. Both have used similar ideas to come
up with the vaccine.

One of the main challenges of developing
a dengue vaccine is antibody dependent en-
hancement (ADE) — a person with low levels
of antibodies against one serotype of dengue
may end up getting a more severe infection
with another serotype. This was what led to
the controversy surrounding the first dengue
vaccine to be approved. Only after a vaccina-
tion programme had been rolled out in the
Philippines was it found that the vaccine could
actually increase the risk of severe disease in
the people who had not been infected before.

To tackle this problem, both the Indian re-
search teams selected a specific part of the
envelope protein known to not cause ADE.

L ] PTOMES
El Nino in election season

The current month is set to be the driest-ever August. Along with a strengthening El Niiio, this poses
a serious food inflation challenge for the Modi government ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

The team from International Centre for
Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, New
Delhi, created a Virus-Like Particle using these
parts of the virus. The vaccine was shown to
offer almost 100% protection against all four
serotypes. This has been tested on mice and
monkeys, but is yet to be tested on humans.
The vaccine was developed in collaboration
with Sun Pharmaceuticals.

The other team, which has researchers
from the Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research (Mumbai) and Rajiv Gandhi Centre
for Biotechnology (Thiruvananthapuram),
among others, used the same envelope parts
of the four viruses, along with another
part called non-structural-1, and built a
genetic sequence.
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fall surplus in July that made up for the mon-
soon’s late onset and 10.1% deficit in June.
The dry weather in August can affect yields
of the already-planted crops now in vegeta-
tive growth stage. But farmers may still be able
to salvage these with one more shower, or
even the available moisture. The real issue
would be not with the kharif, but the upcom-
ing rabi crops, largely dependent on water in
the underground aquifers and reservoirs.

The economiic risk...

Reservoir water levels are precarious in
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Odisha and much
of southern and eastern India, which have
alsorecorded below-average/ deficient rain.

In the ordinary course, these wouldn’t
matter too much. But with rice and wheat
stocks in government warehouses at 65.5 mil-
lion tonnes (mt) on August 1, a six-year low
for this date, and retail food inflation in July at
11.5% year-on-year, there is cause for worry.

For policymakers, food inflationisn’t a big
concernaslongasitis transitory or limited to,
say, tomatoes or vegetables suffering tem-
porary supply disruptions and likely to self-
correct with the new crop’s arrivals. The
problem is when inflation becomes persist-
ent and broad-based.

Last year, public wheat stocks fell to their

lowest since 2008, but there was enough rice
to keep the overall cereals inflation in check.
The scenario is different today, when there’s
pressure on both rice and wheat stocks, be-
sides the El Nifio factor. Wholesale prices of
chana have risen by nearly a fifth in the past
one month, not due to low stocks, but be-
cause inflation in other pulses is rubbing off
onit. When scarcity in one product starts in-
fluencing the prices of others, the threat of
generalised food inflation arises.

...and the political

The accompanying charts show con-
sumer food price inflation rates for two pe-
riods — the 12 months leading to the Lok
Sabha elections of April-May 2014 and that
of April-May 2019. The annual retail food
price increase averaged 11.1% in the former
period and a mere 0.4% in the latter.

While not the only factor, the difference
between the two numbers would have
played some part in the UPA’s massive de-
featin 2014 and the BJP’s spectacular return
to power in 2019. The implications of the
above cannot be lost on the government.
Consider the various “supply-side” actions it
has taken since May 2022, roughly the time
when food inflationary pressures began
building up:

B On May 13,2022, wheat exports banned.
B On May 24, 2022, sugar exports moved
from “free” to “restricted” category. Total ship-
ments capped at 11.2 mtin 2021-22 (October-
September) and 6.1 mt in 2022-23 sugar
years. No exports undertaken after May 2023.
M On September 8, 2022, exports of broken
rice prohibited and 20% duty levied on ship-
ments of other white (non-parboiled) non-
basmati grain. On July 20,2023, ban extended
to exports of all non-parboiled non-basmati
rice. On August 25, 2023, 20% duty imposed
on exports of parboiled non-basmati rice.
Minimum price of $1,200 per tonne, below
which exports wouldn’t be allowed, made
applicable for basmati shipments.

B On June 2, 2023, stock limits put on arhar
and urad, with traders not permitted to hold
more than stipulated quantities. On March
3, import duty on whole arhar cut to nil.

B On June 12, 2023, stockholding limits im-
posed on wheat.

M On August 19, 2023, 40% duty slapped on
exports of onions.

As El Nifio bites and the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections near, one can expect more such
measures from the government. That many of
these go against the letter and spirit of the farm
reform laws it enacted (and subsequently re-
pealed)barely three years agois another thing,

Finding ‘Nessie’: behind the fresh hunt launched for the Loch Ness monster

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

FEW CREATURES in history have fascinated
humans as much as the Loch Ness monster.
Also called Nessie, the monster is believed
to live in the Loch (lake in Scottish) Ness, in
the Scottish Highlands. This weekend, Loch
Ness Exploration, a volunteer research
group, is leading the latest search for the
monster, billed as the largest conducted
from the surface of the lake since 1972.
With the help of heat-detecting drones
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and a hydrophone, which detects acoustic
signals under water, the group hopes to de-
tect “unusual” movements in the lake.

First mention

Loch Ness is the United Kingdom'’s
largest lake by volume. Its water is murky
and visibility exceptionally low due to the
high peat content in the surrounding soil.

Nessie made its first recorded appear-
ance in the biography of Saint Columba, a
Catholic missionary from Ireland who trav-
elled to the Scottish shores. His account re-
counts the burial of a man killed by a “wa-

ter beast”. When the monster attacked an-
other swimmer, Saint Columba, as per his
biography, made the sign of the cross, caus-
ing the beast to swim away.
The earliest depiction of
the monster’s form dates to
the 12th century. Unlike the
modern dinosaur-like repre-

GLOBAL

This was followed by a flurry of sight-
ings. In 1934, the Daily Mail published the
now famous photo of the Loch Ness mon-
ster, bringing global attention
to Nessie. While later revealed
to be a hoax, the grainy black
and white image continues to
inspire conspiracy theorists.

sentation, this painting por-
trays it as similar to a bear.

In 1933, alocal newspaper, The Inverness
Courier, reported a couple sighting a “fear-
some-looking monster” as they were driv-
ing along the loch.

In 1934, the photo promp-
ted what is recognised as the first organised
search for the Loch Ness monster, when a
rich businessman sent 20 people armed
with Kodak cameras and field glasses to
watch the loch. The crew reportedly sighted

Nessie 22 times. So far, as per the Loch Ness
Centre, there have been 1,100 officially
recorded sightings of the monster.

No evidence found

In 1976, a well-funded American investi-
gationdampened the enthusiasm for Nessie
somewhat. Using underwater cameras and
sonar equipment, the month-long search
scoured the bottom of the lake for potential
skeletons and carcasses. It yielded nothing.

An even bigger expedition in 1987 also
found no new evidence to explain the Loch
Ness monster. Neither did a 2003 search by

the BBC. In 2018, a DNA survey on water
samples collected from across the lake
found no evidence of any large animals in
Loch Ness.

In 2021, a scientific paper reported the
discovery of plesiosaur fossils in what was
once a freshwater river in Morocco. Plesio-
saurs had till then known to be exclusively
marine reptiles. This paper got a lot of at-
tention among Nessie enthusiasts, who
claimed that such an aquatic dinosaur could
have existed in the freshwater Loch Ness.

Longer version
indianexpress.com/explained
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RAINS DAMPENED INDIA’S DOMESTIC PETROLEUM DEMAND

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 27

WITH DOMESTIC demand for fu-
els and other petroleum products
witnessing a slump due to the
monsoon rains, India’s refined
products exports has witnessed
an uptick, helping the country’s
refiners keep refinery runs high at
atime when refining margins are
robust globally, shows an analysis
of data shared by commodity
market analytics and intelligence
firm Kpler.

The cumulative clean product
exports fromIndiain August have
so far been the highest since May
2022, withjet fuel exports ata his-
toric high. In oil industry parlance,
clean products refer to the class of
petroleum products that are un-
contaminated and not previously
used inany application. Most ma-
jor crude oil-based fuels like
diesel, petrol, jet fuel, kerosene,
and naphtha are categorised as
clean products. Dirty refined
products refer to the likes of fuel
oil, low sulphur waxy residue,and
carbon black feedstock.

Sofarin August, India’s jet fuel
exports have averaged atarecord
high of 242,382 barrels per day
(bpd), Kpler data shows. The pre-
vious peak of 206,871 bpd was in

US concerned
about India’s
import curbs
on tech devices

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 27

WITH THE US flagging concerns
over India’s decision to impose
import restrictions on certain
electronic devices, both coun-
tries have agreed to find a solu-
tion to the issue that addresses
the concerns of both nations,
according to a statement of
USTR.

The issue was flagged dur-
ing a meeting between
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal and US
Trade Representative Katherine
Tai here on August 26.

The two ministers also di-
rected their officials to continue
their discussions to mutually
resolve the last pending trade
dispute with regard to certain
poultry products at the World
Trade Organisation (WTO).

“Ambassador Tai also raised
concerns related to India’s im-
port licensing requirements for
technological equipment. She
noted that there were stake-
holders that needed an oppor-
tunity to review and provide in-
put to ensure that the policy, if
implemented, does not have an
adverse impact on US exports
toIndia,” according to areadout
of Ambassador Tai's meeting
with Goyal.

“Ambassador Tai and
Minister Goyal agreed to ex-
plore thisissue further and find
a solution that addresses both
countries’ concerns,” the state-
ment said.

BRIEFLY

DLFtolaunch?2
luxury housing

projects

New Delhi: Realty major DLF
Ltd will launch two luxury
housing projects worth Rs
15,000 crore in Gurugram
during the second half of this
financial year to expand its
business amid strong de-
mand for premium homes,
itsManaging Director Ashok
Kumar Tyagi said. PTI

|IOC, ONGC,
GAIL fined

New Delhi: Stock exchanges
have slapped fines on state-
owned oil and gas firms in-
cludingIOC,ONGCand GAIL
for not meeting listing
norms of having a number
of independent directors
and women directors. PTI

Demand for fuels usually tempers during the monsoon. File

June 2018. Last month, India’s jet
fuel exports were 198,968 bpd.In
June, which marked the onset of
the southwest monsoon, jet fuel
exports stood at arobust 183,661
bpd. As for cumulative clean prod-
ucts, India exported 1.29 million
bpd in August, the highest since
May last year when the export
volumes stood at 1.32 million bpd,
as per Kpler. In July and June,
India’s clean product exports were
alsostrongat 1.21 millionbpd and
1.20 million bpd, respectively.
“Jet fuel exports out of India
are hitting an all-time high in
August and in general, clean prod-
uct exports out of India are the
highest since May 2022. So, even
though domestic demand is

shaky because of the monsoon
season impact, Indian refiners
seem to be running quite high,
availing themselves of refinery
margins being well in the double
digits,” Kpler's Lead Crude Analyst
Viktor Katona told The Indian
Express.

Demand for fuels and other
petroleum products usually tem-
pers during the monsooninIndia
due to lower demand for trans-
portation fuels and refined prod-
ucts used in some industries
where work slows down because
of therains. This year, the season’s
pattern has been more disruptive
than usual, including some ex-
treme weather events in some
parts of the country, which ap-

India UK bilateral
investment treaty to
differ from 2016 model

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 27

AS INDIA and the UK inch closer
towards finalising a free trade
agreement (FTA), the contours of
the much-debated and con-
tentious bilateral investment
treaty (BIT) are likely to be finished
around the same time and are ex-
pected to vary significantly from
the model BIT of 2016, changes for
which would require approval of
the Union Cabinet.

“We cannot be closer to the
model BIT because that is from
2016 and as it is it has not found
many takers. Intoday’s times, the
demands of many countries are
far removed from the BIT, so we
cannot stick to the model format
of the treaty,” a person aware of
the matter said, adding that
changes to the investment treaty
will be sent to the Cabinet for ap-
proval.

The investment treaty has
been seen as one of the sticky
pointsin the ongoing negotiations
of the FTA between the two coun-
tries, raising concerns if both the
agreements would come through
at the same time. A separately re-
vised investment treaty for the UK
could set the stage for revision of
investment modalities with other
countries going ahead. The
European Union has already
stated that it has proposed an in-
vestment court system for dispute
resolution and is awaiting India’s
response for its proposal for dis-
pute resolution under the bilateral
investment protection pact thatis
being negotiated along with the

FTA between the two countries.

Investment treaties are crucial
for promotion and protection of
investors as they make invest-
ments in each other’s countries.
At present, the model BIT of India
from 2016 mandates exhaustion
of domestic remedies prior to ini-
tiation of international arbitration
proceedings, a measure which is
likely to see some tweaks in the
upcoming revised version, an of-
ficial said.

The model BIT was last revised
in 2016. The government had re-
ceived dispute notices from in-
vestors on the BITs signed on the
basis of the old model text. In or-
der to minimise such investor re-
lated disputes in future, the gov-
ernment then revised its model
BIT text aimed at providing in-
vestor protection within the over-
all framework of laws and policies
regulating foreign investment in
India keeping in mind the inter-
ests of the nation, which hasbeen
viewed as protectionist by some
countries. The changes in erst-
while BIT were also prompted by
several international arbitration
proceedings by global majors such
as Vodafone and Cairn against the
Indian government in different
tax disputes.

Under the India and UK FTA
negotiations, out of the total 26
chapters in the proposed FTA, 19
have been closed. UK Secretary of
State for Business and Trade Kemi
Badenoch, who was in Jaipur last
week for the G20 trade ministe-
rial meeting, met Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday. FULLREPORTON
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Uptick in petroleum exports help
refiners maintain high

CUMULATIVE
EXPORTS FROM INDIA

2023Clean Product
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pears to have had an enhanced
impact on fuel demand, a senior
official with a public sector fuel re-
tailer said. Indian refiners expect
the demand to recover from next
month and improve further with
the upcoming festival season.
According to data released by
the Petroleum Planning &
Analysis Cell (PPAC) of the
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas, India’s consumption of fuels
and other petroleum products in
June declined 6.4 per cent from
May to 19.36 million tonnes. It fur-
ther declined to 18.09 million
tonnesinJuly. The official data for
August is likely to be available in
the second week of September.

runrates

Domestic diesel consumption
was down 3.7 per cent sequen-
tially in June and 12.9 per cent in
July, as per the PPACdata. Diesel is
the most-consumed petroleum
fuelinIndia with a share of nearly
40 per cent in the country’s petro-
leum product consumption pie.In
the case of petrol, domestic con-
sumption fell 5.9 per cent month-
on-monthin Juneand 5.3 per cent
inJuly.

India, the world’s third-largest
consumer of crude oil, depends on
imports to meet over 85 per cent
of its oil requirement. The coun-
try is a net exporter of petroleum
products thanks toits refining ca-
pacity of 250 million tonnes per
annum, or around 5 million bpd,
whichis higher than its domestic
demand.

While public sector refiners
Indian Oil Corporation, Bharat
Petroleum Corporation, and
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation have traditionally
been more focussed on the do-
mestic market, private sector
players Reliance Industries and
Nayara Energy are relatively big-
ger exporters. Having enough ex-
portoutlets during the lean mon-
soon season helps Indian refiners
maintain high capacity utilisation
levels even when domestic de-
mand is subdued.

FDI equity inflows dip
34% during Apr-Jun ‘23

()

Inflows during Jan-Mar ‘23
too had contracted 40.55%

$]0.94 bn Apr-dun 2023-24
$16.58 bn Apr-dun 2022-23

INVESTMENTS FROM
OVERSEAS FELL
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$4.46bn: Maharashtra
$1.46 bn: Karnataka
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Govt calls meeting of

states, bank officials on
‘PM Vishwakarma’ today

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

THE GOVERNMENT has called a
meeting of senior officials from
states, public sector banks and
State Level Bankers Committee
(SLBC) on Monday;, to discuss the
implementation of the Rs 13,000
crore ‘PM Vishwakarma’ scheme,
which seeks to support traditional
artisans and craftsman.

The scheme, which would be
launched on September 17, would
be implemented by three min-
istries -- MSME, Skill
Development and Finance. The
targetis toenrolas many as 3 lakh
beneficiaries in the current fiscal,
an official said.

“The Skill Ministry has called
ameeting on August 28, in which
principal secretaries of states,

FPIs pull out over 15,800 crore
from cash market in August

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, AUGUST 27

FOREIGN PORTFOLIO investors
(FPIs) have pulled out over Rs
15,800 crore from the cash
market in August amid the rise
in bond yields and retail infla-
tion.

The FPI withdrawal has
come after they invested over
Rs 69,000 crore in the May-July
period, according to stock ex-
change data.

However, absorbing the FPI
outflows, domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs) have in-
vested Rs 17,741 crore in the
cash market in August.

The consolidated NSDL data
shows the August FPI invest-
ment as of August 26 at Rs
10,689 crore. But this figure in-
cludes investment through the
primary market and bulk deals,
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which have been gathering
momentum recently. Of this,
FPIs invested Rs 10,690 crore in
the stock market, including
IPOs and bulk deals, and Rs
5,950 crore in the debt.

Analysts said strength in the
dollar index at around 104 and
the US 10-year bond yield re-
maining around 4.25 per cent
are short-term negatives for FPI
flows to emerging markets like
India. “An important feature of
FPI investment is their consis-
tent buying in capital goods.
And, of late, they have started
selling in financials,” said an an-
alyst.

“In view of the strong dollar
and rising US bond yields, FPIs
are likely to continue selling in
the cash market in the near-
term. The poor monsoon in
August and its skewed spatial
distribution may keep inflation
elevated, and this is becoming

an area of concern impacting
sentiments in the market. This
might impact FPI investment,
too,” said V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services.

ICICI Securities said FPI out-
flows are likely to be short-
lived as US bond yields rise,
though limited by moderating
inflation outlook, while India
growth drivers remain intact

US 10-year bond yields have
been oscillating around the 4
per cent mark (3.4-4.3 per cent)
over the past one year as the
Fed approaches the end of its
jumbo rate hike cycle driven by
a moderating inflation outlook.
The most recent surge in US
yields from 3.75 per cent to 4.3
per cent was triggered by the
rating downgrade by Fitch, put-
ting pressure on FPI flows to-
wards India. FULLREPORTON
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managing directors of banks, and
SLBC representatives have been
invited.

“The meeting will discuss the
roadmap for implementation of
the scheme and process of iden-
tification of beneficiaries of PM
Vishwakarma scheme,” the offi-
cial said.

Under the scheme, the skilled
workmen will be given training
for4-5 days to upgrade their skill,
following which they will become
eligible for loan.

“Our target for this fiscal is to
giveloans to 3 lakh beneficiaries,”
the official added.

The main thrust of the scheme
will be on rural areas, where vil-
lage-level and district-level com-
mittees will identify the benefici-
aries. In urban India, municipal
corporations willidentify the ben-
eficiaries.

MARKET WATCH
3 OF TOP-10 COS LOSE M-CAP

New Delhi: The combined market valuation of three of the top-10
most valued firms eroded by Rs 82,082.91 crore last week, with
Reliance Industries taking the biggest hit. PTI
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‘At $5 trn, the country itself
becomes an asset class and
can’t be avoided anymore’

ASINDIA’S economy is expected
to touch the $5 trillion mark in
the next4-5 years, the foreign at-
tractiveness of the country will
continue to grow, with FDI and
FII inflows becoming more de-
pendable, says ANSHU KAPOOR,
President and Head Nuvama
Asset Management. In an inter-
view with HITESH VYAS and
SANDEEP SINGH, Kapoor says
pick-up in global trade can push
the country’s GDP to 6-8 per
cent. Edited Excerpts:

How will a S5trillion
economy change things for
India?

If youlook 10 or 15 years back
when India’s economy touched
the $1 trillion mark, it was one of
the many economies that
reached there. Now we area $3.7
trillion economy and are
amongst the top five. Itis a given
thatin the next4-5 years, we will
be a $5 trillion economy. So, the
country itself has become an as-
set class and cannot be avoided
anymore. By that nature, for-
eigners will get indexed to the
country and the foreign flow will
become a lot more dependable.
You can project both FPIand FDI
flows with a lot more certainty.
Though FPI can be alittle volatile,
the trend line will be upwards
and more certain. Private equity
investment in India used to be
$30-35 billion five years back.

In 2021, we got about $70-75
billion, but now the run rate is
anywhere between $55-60 bil-
lion. The shift will go up and it
will become $80-90 billion a
year.

As the economy grows and
more levers are added to the
economy, foreign attractiveness
will continue to grow, regardless
of whether our GDP is growing
at5 per centor 6 per centor 7 per
cent.I think we are ina good pe-
riod right now.

How do you see the impact of
global slowdown on GDP
growth?

Rising trades help us. Right
now, global trade is contracting
sothatis notavailable to us...the
export push is not available to us.
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However, we will be the only
country to reach the $5 trillion
mark without having the export
engine firing behind us. If the
global trade lifts, we can shoot
between six to eight per cent. If
the global trade recedes, we will
be somewhere near 5-6 per cent.
In the last few years, we have
seen positive levers such as qual-
ity of balance sheets, deleverag-
ing, institutions becoming
stronger and a pristine banking
system. Job creation and income
certainty are leading to con-
sumption.

Our real estate is in a big
boom cycle. Real estate is the
only sector today other than
agriculture that employs un-
skilled workers and they can
earn more than MNGREGA or
daily wage. If this cycle contin-
ues for seven or eight years, |
think it will create its own posi-
tive impact.

Which sectors of our
economy are seeing traction?

Onearea whereitisvisible is
infrastructure - railways, high-
ways, airports. The next big piece
is renewable. There are green hy-
drogen projects partly led by the
government and partly by the
private sector. There are activi-
ties in the commercial real estate
and residential projects. What s
notvisible today is the manufac-
turing part, but it will take 3-5
years to show up very meaning-
fully. It will show up in the ex-
port data soon.

How do you see all this with
respect to the mutual fund
industry and for players like
you?

The top 10 mutual fund play-
ers control about 80 per cent of
the AUM (asset under manage-
ment). It has not changed in the
last 10 years. The top 10 or top 12
has changed only two or three
times, as some new players
came in and made a place in the
top 10. So, this list doesn’t
change.

Second, the structure of the
industry - that 80 per cent of
AUM goes to the top players and
everyone else fights for the 20
per cent - doesn’t change. Now,
one thing which is happening is
that this industry doubles every
five years. So, let’s say that mu-
tual funds put together are Rs 45
trillion (AUM) now. It is given
that the industry will become Rs
90 trillion in five years from now.

In five years, Indians will be
saving a trillion dollars a year.
Let’s assume that the GDP is
$3.75 trillion now. Of this, about
22 to 25 percent is saved which
is about $750 billion dollars,and
this will become $1 trillion. And
then there is an inflow of new
capital.

So, with a very small market
share also the pie can be huge.
Youdon'tneed to have 5,7 or 10
or 15 per cent of all equity flows.
You may need to have just 50 ba-
Sis points or just one per cent.
The round-robin thing will keep
happening...people will come,
try for 5 years and figure out
what they want to do.

Govt unlikely to infuse capital in
PSU general insurers in FY24

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

THE FOUR public sector general
insurance companies are un-
likely to get capital funding from
the government in the current
fiscal, a senior official said.

He said one of the PSU non-
life insurance companies is likely
to give adividend to the govern-
ment in the current fiscal and
they will be able to meet their
solvency margins.

The government last year
provided Rs 5,000 crore capital
to three insurers --National
Insurance Company, Oriental
Insurance Company and United
India Insurance Company.

The Budget 2023-24 has not
provided for the capital infusion
for insurance companies.

“We do not think there is a
need for capital infusion as of

now. In fact, one of the general
insurance companies may give a
dividend this year,” the official
said.

Currently, there are four gen-
eral insurance companies in
India -- New India Assurance,
United India Insurance, Oriental
Insurance and National
Insurance Company. Of this, only
New India Assurance is better
placed than the rest.

Insurance companies are
mandated by regulator IRDAI to
maintain extra capital over and
above the claim amounts they
are likely to incur. It acts as a fi-
nancial backup in extreme situ-
ations, enabling the company to
settle all claims.

According to rating agency
ICRA, most PSU insurers are ex-
pected to witness a high com-
bined ratio resulting in net
losses, though it will be lower
compared to the last few years.

The capital requirement of
three PSU general insurers (ex-
cluding New India) is estimated
at a sizeable Rs 17,200-17,500
crore to meet solvency of 1.50x
as of March 2024, assuming 100
per cent forbearance on FVCA
(fair value change account), ICRA
said in a report in May.

During 2020-21, Rs 9,950
crore was infused in three public
sector general insurers by the
government, out of which Rs
3,605 crore was infused in
United India Insurance, Rs 3,175
crore in National Insurance and
Rs 3,170 crore in Oriental
Insurance.

With regard to a committee
report on stalled real estate proj-
ects, the official said the
SWAMIH fund corpusis yet to be
utilised fully and banks can put
in money in the stalled projects
to make them viable after taking
permission from the RBL.

Seeing green shoots of pickup on volumes
as inflation moderates: I'TC CMD Puri

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

AS INFLATION is moderating, di-
versified group ITC is seeing
green shoots of volume growth
and expects the momentum to
continue sequentially, its
Chairman and Managing
Director Sanjiv Puri said on
Sunday.

This will certainly lead to im-
provement in volume, butit will
not happen overnight, said Puri
here on the sidelines of the B20
Summit organised by the CII.

Over the ITC's plan for the de-
merger of its hotel business, Puri
said it is going to benefit the ex-
isting shareholders by incorpo-
rating a wholly-owned new sub-
sidiary ITC Hotels Ltd.

“It will be a pure-play, fo-
cused on hospitality, which can
leverage the institutional

ITC chairman and managing
director Sanjiv Puri. File

strengths of ITC. And ITC in turn
will be able to leverage the syn-
ergy on its hospitality business,
or its FMCG businesses,” Puri
told PTI.

It is a “very robust” model,
which will help the business to
make the hotel business acceler-
ate progress, whilst retaining
synergies and it will improve the

financial metrics of ITC, he
added.

Over inflation, Puri said this
is mainly on account of two fac-
tors - the bigger one is more of
the external factors in the geopo-
litical environment and the sec-
ond is on account of the issues of
climate change.

“However, now, India is
much better placed in the rest of
the world and [ would like to
compliment the government for
stewarding management of in-
flation and being extremely
proactive in taking the right
steps to control that,” he said.

In the recently concluded
June quarter, ITC and several
other FMCG makers reported
volume gains and improvement
inmargins.ITChas 25 brandsin-
cluding Aashirvaad, Bingo,
Sunfeast, YiPPee, Fiama, Vivel,
Savlon etc.

When asked about the re-

vival of consumer sentiments
and volume growth, especially
in the rural market, Puri said, “So
we are already seeing green
shoots of pickup on volumes as
inflation is moderating. I think as
inflation moderates, we are also
seeing the prices in the market
growing or climate is improv-
ing.”

He expressed concerns that
the operating environment con-
tinues to remain volatile on the
weather front.

“Right now, the EINino s the
monitorable. The rains in August
have not been very encouraging.
That’s the facet we need to be
watchful about. But overall, I
think we have been able to man-
age it quite well,” said Puri.

The Kolkata-headquartered
firm reported a 16.08 per cent
rise in consolidated net profit to
Rs 5,180.12 crore in the June
quarter.
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WHY ERIC GARCETTI

When you have a war,
you sometimes need
friends of aggressors to
help let them know how

the war needs to end. The
US can't go to Russia as a

friend today... But
countries like India, who

keep better relations right

now can play that role

Could you reflect on your visits - in
the’80s as a young adult and now as
the US Ambassador to India - and the
arc of India’s journey, and its place in
the world?

In 1985, 1was 14 and due to bad weather,
we landed in Karachi instead of Delhi. I'll
never forgetitbecause the Indians couldn’t
get off the plane but everybody else could.
After reaching Delhi, it was the usual places
and it was a world that I fell in love with. In
college, my roommate’s father, Bill Clark,
was the US ambassador. He asked if |
wanted to go to India and I came back at 19
as a more sentient adult. I didn’t follow
Indian politics back then but [ wanted to
know the history. I started studying Hindi
and reading the Vedas and Upanishads, all
the religious and cultural traditions. When
Icame asambassadorin April, about 50 per
centhadn’t changed at all and the other half
was completely different. The warmth,
chaos, diversity, and sense of history, are
looking backward in a way. There is still an
integration of culture that is found in few
places. But what had changed was the phys-
ical landscape, the roads, and the infrastruc-
ture. Not so much in Delhi but in smaller
cities. Even now, there’s a real love for
America and knowledge about America
from India. It's much stronger from here to
us than it is from us to you, which is one of
my goals to try and build.

Shubhajit Roy: What is the bigidea
behind the India-US global
comprehensive strategic partnership?
It is because we really like each other
and need each other. The world needs us to
like each other and work together. It’sanin-
teresting moment in global relations. The
world feels alittle unmoored, alot of change,
some good, some bad. India is experienc-
ing this and I think India is at a place where
it is wondering who are we as a nation.
There are stronger challenges both domes-
tically and globally. We're both struggling
with democracy and diversity. But we both
want both of those things. It’s better than
the alternative. Who wants tolive inan au-
tocracy? In India, everybody has a connec-
tion to America. One in four Americans have
been treated by an Indian doctor. While
people of Indian descent are just one per
cent of America’s population, it’s four mil-
lion people, which is alot for us, and it’s six
per centof our tax base. We need each other
for health, climate, security, and growth of
the economy among other things. Be it the
common threats we face or the common
opportunities we have, we need each other.

Shubhajit Roy: Doyou see Chinaasa
strong strategic glue which is drivinga
lot of the conversations, especially in
defence, tech and semiconductors?

It is certainly for our militaries and for
some of our international security person-
nel. But the relationship is much deeper.
Sometimes it gets overly reduced to China.
[ hear people in Washington say that we
need India because of China. We need India
because of India. 'm from California. We
grow almonds. Indians know four almonds
a day is good for brain health. Minister
Piyush Goyal and I were able to, with
Katherine Tai, our trade representative, re-
duce the tariffs that were put on during the
Trump administration. In terms of strategic
needs, we face common challenges. I'd ar-
gue against the idea that any third country
is the glue that keeps us together. We’re the
glue that keeps us together. We don’t want
an over-concentration of supply chains in
any one country, be it China or anywhere.

Shubhajit Roy: Since the invasion of
Ukraine, do you see India much closer
to the US than it was in February 20227
Does India have the credibility to play
mediator in the conflict?

Most countries have moved further
away from a nation that’s been a clear ag-
gressor. | don’t have to remind the Indians,
who know the value of borders and of sov-
ereignty as you live with that every single
day onmultiple sides. We’re standing up for
anunprovoked act of aggression. This was-
n't about geopolitics and trying to lessen
one country’s power. This was about one
country invading another and causing great
suffering. It’s very clear moral issue. I hope
Russia sees justhow muchithaslost.It's not
just Europe’s problem. Food and energy
have affected all of us and our economy. It
affects Indians every single day. Maybe the
governments have been in slightly differ-
ent places. ButwhenItalk toIndian people,
it seems to be a pretty clear moral issue to
them as well. When you have a war, you
sometimes need friends of aggressors to
help let them know how the war needs to
end. We all can’t play the exact same role.
Obviously, the US can’t go to Russia as a
friend today. But maybe other countries like
India, who keep better relations right now
can play that role. PM Modi and External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar have men-
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AS the US Ambassador to
India, Eric Garcetti has
come to India at a time
when ties between India and
the US are growing closer as
strategic partners. Back-to-
back high-level visits — PM’s
to the US in June, Biden’s
visit next month for the G20
summit — have accelerated
the relationship and putitin
a higher trajectory. Garcetti,

as the US envoy, has an
important role to play, as
both Delhi and Washington
confront significant
challenges in the world.
Handpicked by Biden, he
has the confidence of the
White House as he engages
with Delhi’s power
structures at all levels

and works on the
opportunities ahead.
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(With India), for any
country, there’s the
suspicion and the legacy
of colonialism... There
are a lot of headwinds,
but I think if there’s one
place where there are
tailwinds, it’s here

with the US-India

trade relationship

‘Wereally like each other and need each other. The
world needs us to like each other and work together’

Eric Garcetti, the United States Ambassador to India, on the India-US strategic partnership, how the relationship is
wrongly overeduced to China and pushback from Indian government on the subject of democracy and minority
rights. The session was moderated by The Indian Express Diplomatic Editor Shubhajit Roy

~XCHANGE |

POWER OF AN IDEA EXPRESSED

¥
I-j [ o

-

P\nress.com

&

w !

Q- :
|DEA CXCHANGE |

GET THE POWER OF AM IDEA EXPRESSE]

.l_ !
indianexpress.com @ f

5 X ..;
S

United States Ambassador to India Eric Garcetti was in conversation with The Indian Express Diplomatic Editor Shubhajit Roy  Photo: Abhinav Saha

tioned that. The space between us, and I
don’t think it’s as wide as it was on the
Ukraineissue, hasn’t stopped us from mov-
ing forward as two nations.

Shubhajit Roy: When President Obama
talked about minority rights, there was
avery strong pushback from the top
brass of the Indian government. When
anything is spoken about democracy,
how do you read this pushback?

We live in a democracy in the US and
we’re always proud to exercise that.
Whether it's former presidents or the aver-
age person on the street, they can speak
their mind. There’s been a great love for
India. It's a remarkable thing in American
politics to have across very different admin-
istrations and parties —a steady linear pro-
gression and the deepening of this relation-
ship. People here inademocracy are free to
speak their minds as well. I don’t think
Americans will stop speaking of our values,
nor should we expect Indians to not speak.
We need to learn that lesson to not preach.
Itwasabig partof my jobwhenIcame here,
to see the places where there was conscious
paternalism of talking down to India when
Americans think that India is this country
onlyinneed of aid and development. That’s
not the India of today. But sometimes we’re
unconscious about it. Where Indians will
hear an American and just think, I know
where they’re coming from, and criticise
them without hearing, we do the same.

Anil Sasi: There are still some things
that fester — export restrictions on
India and the Generalised Scheme of
Preferences (GSP) benefits. When do
you see this relationship on the
strategic side being elevated to
something we see between, say, the US
and Japan or the US and Taiwan?

[ have high ambitions in this space. It
takes time for all sorts of complicated rea-
sons. Our bureaucracy, your bureaucracy .
Indiais still the highest tariffed major econ-
omy. Even if you're not American, for any
country, there’s the suspicion and the legacy
of colonialism. It’s the anti-free trade kind
of consensus between both our parties in
the US. There are a lot of headwinds, but I
think if there’s one place where there are
tailwinds, it’s here with the US-India trade
relationship. I agree that the GSP would be
low-hanging fruit. We’ve got one more of
the seven trade disputes left on poultry.I'd
like to see that get resolved. There are certain
things that we can’t do. Certain products
and certainissues are just too important to
the Indian way of life and economy. But let’s
go everywhere else. And let’s talk about
how we get there for semiconductors or

when we have policies that come out on
things like laptops. What can we do in
pharma and pharmaceuticals? About nu-
clear liability?

Soumyarendra Barik: What is India
doingright in the chip space and what
are the fields where it’s lagging behind?
Whatis the reason for no real interest
from any eligible company vis-a-vis
semiconductor device fabrication?

There’s a lot of focus in Indian policy,
rightfully so, on price. If we help the price
to be cheaper through incentives or tax
breaks, the investment will eventually
come. But three other things need more fo-
cus. Semiconductors are far more compli-
cated. You have to have the workforce and
it’s not a workforce that can be trained ina
six-month course. This is very complicated
engineering and more importantly, manu-
facturing. I think India recognises that.
When Italk to companies, they want that. It
(India) is still an unpredictable place to do
business. Labour regulation might change,
taxes might change overnight, you might
not have any heads up on something when
a new regulation comes in. Every CEO is
both excited and has one foot in, but they
don’t have two feet in yet because they all
have some horror story. Maybe there’s a
state government or maybe it’s the Centre,
somebody did something where that in-
vestment suddenly wasn't along the lines.
Not just American but I think most multi-
national companies need like 10 years of
predictability, especially in the semiconduc-
tor space where you don’t turn a profit early
on. So I suggest holding tight.

Ritu Sarin: After the 26/11 Mumbai
attacks, what are the new levels of
intelligence sharing that have been
initiated? There were reports thatreal-

time US intelligence stopped a Chinese
incursion in March this year.

This has never been closer. We're going
tobe very respectful when asked. Our coun-
tries have talked about how we can share
more information to keep each otherin the
world safer. I'd say it's steadily progressing,
formalising. We want to share intelligence
oneverything — this should be open source
at least between governments — on food
security, climate indicators and oceanic bio-
diversity. At the military level, it's never been
closer.Inlaw enforcement, it's breathtaking.
We had multinational drug operations that
were in Central California, which thanks to
intelligence sharing, had us go after some
really bad guys who werein the US.It’s hap-
peninginintellectual property such as peo-
ple who broke the law taking Indian arte-
facts. We've got a 500-pound Buddha
waiting in Arizona to repatriate. We are talk-
ing about along-range way to have amem-
orandum of understanding so that we can
help more Indian artefacts and art come
back. India has been wonderful on tele-
phone scams. Over an estimated $1 billion
hasbeen taken from Americans from Indian
phone scam operators.Tthe Indian govern-
ment’s been great. In the most strategic
places, we will be there for India, as well as
in the most human places.

Amrita Nayak Dutta: What has been the
intelligence support from the US
during the three-year-long military
standoff with China. What are the
other critical defence technologies that
USis looking to share with India?

We're here with open ears whenever
asked and have deeper personal relation-
ships,and technological relationships than
ever before. ButI'llleave it at that. We never
presume and we never go further than
what India asks of us. We're on parallel

We need to learn to not
preach. There was
conscious paternalism of
talking down to India.
Americans think that
India is this country
only in need of aid and
development. That's not
the India of today

highways, once ina while weaving around,
sometimes heading towards each other.
Now we’re in the same car. The Prime
Minister’s state visit was one stop. G 20 is
the next stop,and then we're getting backin
the car together and moving forward. The
government can’t control all this; some of
it has to come from the private sector.
Sometimes, we have to say we're just the
US government, we can’'t make a private
company produce that widget. But we'll
push them and help because we know how
importantitis to the relationship. Obviously,
the historic engine steel is the biggest game
changer in our military production history.
There’s certain things that GE has that they
wouldn't even share with the US govern-
ment. But the 100 per cent of everything we
can control is being shared and it really
changes, I think, the next 30 years. We
would love to do that in other realms but
they’re complicated by democracies.

Liz Mathew: PM Modi, in two of his
internal meetings, mentioned that
countries like the US are engaging with
India and trying to sign new deals
because they are seeing that the the BJP
is coming back to power next year.

We engage with governments, not par-
ties. The engagements have been effective,
productive and I think they’re material.

P Vaidyanathan Iyer: Restrictions in the
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act
have been an area of concern. Many
NGOs and think tanks are not getting
funding. There have beenraids on
organisations like Oxfam or the Centre
for Policy Research besides minority
concerns. Have these been voiced by
people outside of the government?

Democracy, humanrights, a strong civil
society are cornerstones of American val-
ues. Whether it’s an India or any country,
we engage on those at the highest levels,
and at the lowest levels. We engage with
them, not just government to government,
but government to civil society besides par-
ticular cases too. Sometimes they're
American international NGOs with whom
we engage to just try to find out if thereis a
violation of law and how we can help rectify
that? And if not, why is this happening? We
justhope these don’tbecome irritants, and
are quickly resolved. And we respect India
and India’s laws. If anybody’s not adhering
to specific laws, we will be the first to help
out. What makes it more difficult is when
you don’t know why. And that’s when we
engage at a higher level.

Manoj CG: What is the level of
engagement that you have with India’s

Opposition leaders?

I've had great conversations. I've gone
to different states that have different lead-
ers not of the majority party. We have very
free, frank, open conversations. I was a
mayor so | understand that all the power
doesn’t always exist in the nation’s capital,
asmuchasour national leaders always feel
thatway. Itisjust our protocol that govern-
ments engage and that winds up being ma-
jority parties. Opposition figures are ab-
solutely free to engage with us.

Anil Sasi: What are your views on
the Data Protection Actand
interest from the already invested
American companies in the new e-
commerce policy.

There’sbeenalot of positive movement
from where it was first drafted to what ac-
tually passed. What I hear from many
American companies, there’sa great deal of
satisfaction and protections that they
thought they were lacking. If we play by cer-
tain rules, these are perfectly reasonable
things for any nation to protect its people,
data, etc.laminspired by India’s digital pub-
licinfrastructure. India has leapfrogged even
the US in getting the chaiwala to accept a
UPL These things really expand access to
capital and reduce corruption. There have
been many positive things that I hope the
US will learn, and will maybe be a partner
with India. At the same time, we look very
closely at legislation and its impact on
American companies. I hope that India will
recognise that American companies, retail
or financial, have invested a lot to make ac-
cess to capital easier, faster, and stronger.
We care alot about reducing the cost to con-
sumers. So sometimes you'll have American
companies who have very different per-
spectives — one that wants to see the price
of a transaction come down, and another
wholives off of the price of transactions. We
have to balance that too. I thinkIndia’s got it
right in that you want to empower the cit-
izen and protect the citizen.

Muzamiil Jaleel: You are on the board of
Human Rights Watch and studied
ethnic conflicts and nationalism. Is
there anything that you saw or heard,
which worried you?

When you see suffering based on what-
everitis, it could beawoman not safely get-
ting to work, it can be between religious
groups, I feel that pain and suffering as a hu-
man being. But I also want to be very care-
ful. America has a long tradition of talking
down sometimes to countries. We need to
be equals. We need to come froma place of
humility about the challenges we face and
engage with each other.
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Verstappen equals
Vettel's F1record

Zandvoort: Runaway Formula One
leader Max Verstappen won a rain-
marred Dutch Grand Prix on Sunday
to equal Sebastian Vettel's F1 record
of nine straight victories. The Red
Bull star clinched his third straight
victory from pole position at the
Zandvoort track, with veteran Aston
Martin driver Fernando Alonso fin-
ishing second and picking up abonus
point for the fastest lap. Alpine driver
Pierre Gasly crossed the line in fourth
place behind Red Bull driver Sergio
Perez, but the Frenchman moved up
to third because Perez was given a
five-second penalty for speeding in
the pit lane.

Durand Cup: Mohun

Bagan enter semis

Kolkata: Reigning Indian Super League
champions Mohun Bagan Super Giant
came up with a fine performance to
outplay Mumbai City FC 3-1 in the
fourth quarterfinal of the Durand Cup
here on Sunday. For Mohun Bagan,
the goal-scorers were Jason
Cummings, Manvir Singh and Anwar
Ali, whereas Jorge Pereyra Diaz scored
the consolation goal for Mumbai. The
former will be up against FC Goain the
semifinals here on Thursday.

Murugappa Cup: CAG,
RSPB, ArmyRed win

Chennai: Railway Sports Promotion
Board (RSPB) defeated Indian Navy 4-1
in a Pool A match of the Murugappa
Gold Cup hockey tournament here on
Sunday. While Darshan Gawkar
(24th and 53rd minutes) scored
twice, a goal each by Yuvraj Walmiki
(22nd) and Pratap Lakra (39th) en-
sured RSPB's control in the game.
Walmiki hit the board in the 22nd
minute to give RSPB the lead before
Gawkar doubled it a couple of min-
utes later. A penalty corner conver-
sion in the 25th minute by Sushil
Dhanwar pulled one back for the
Navy side. But in the 39th minute,
Lakra successfully converted a
penalty corner to extend RSPB's lead
before Gawkar made it 4-1.

India beat Thailand in
Asian Hockey 3s

Salalah: India continued their un-
beaten run in the Women's Asian
Hockey 5s World Cup Qualifier after
registering a hard-fought 5-4 win over
Thailand in their third match of the
tournament here on Sunday. For India,
skipper Navjot Kaur (1st minute),
Monika Dipi Toppo (1st, 7th), Mahima
Choudhary (20th) and Ajmina Kujur
(30th) were on target. Thailand's goals
were scored by Piresram Anongnat
(3rd), Aunjai Natthakarn (10th, 14th)
and Suwapat Konthong (19th).

Messiscoresin MLS
debut for Miami

Harrison: Lionel Messi needed just a
few seconds for his unparalleled skills
to shine, a flash of brilliance that
capped a memorable Major League
Soccer debut. Messi's dazzling goal in
the 89th minute helped a trans-
formed Inter Miami beat the New
York Red Bulls 2-0 on Saturday night
and end an 11-match league winless
streak. Messi entered in the 60th
minute along with former Barcelona
teammate Sergio Busquests.

PTI & AP

NIHALKOSHIE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

EVERYTIME Neeraj Chopra starts galloping
from the top of the runway with a javelin in
his hand there's a sense of inevitability. That
he will medal. He had won almost every
medal that mattered when he reached
Budapest for the World Championship final.

On Sunday night at the National Athletics
Centre, Chopra, 24, added the coveted medal
missing from his collection - the World
Championship gold, his second after last
year's silver. Chopra's winning throw was
measured at 88.17 metres, not evenin his top
5best. Yet, what makes him a special athlete
is his innate ability to gauge the conditions
and do enough to medal. This time a gold at
the Worlds to go with his Olympic gold.

On the night it was Pakistan's Arshad
Nadeem who went closest to challenging
Chopra. Nadeem won the Commonwealth
Games gold with a 90-metre plus throw.
Nadeem started slowly with 74.80 metres,
moved to 82.18 and then came up with his
best of 87.82 to move into second place.
Nadeem is more of a physical thrower so
there was a danger of a late burst from him.
But it was not to be.

Chopra had a no mark in the first round,
but bounced back like only he can. Wearing a
white headband to keep his hair from falling
into his eyes, Chopra smoothly released what
was to be his best throw of the evening in
round 2. Even before the javelin landed,
Chopra turned around, faced the crowd and
raised his arms in the air. A trademark cele-
bration that is a sure shot sign of a big throw
from the Indian. He embraced the pressure,
didn'tlook hassled and as he does so often pro-
duced his best when he needed it the most.

Over the years, investing emotions in
Chopra’s success is even more tension-free
thanlocking one’s savings in gold. That is due
to his almost-unbelievable consistency, arare
quality in Indian athletes.

Numbers don’t always define greats, but
they do tell a story. Chopra’s is staggering.
Heisn’t satisfied with one big performance,
however impressive it may be, and backs it
up with another time after time.

Consider this: Chopra’s historic gold-
medal winning distance of 87.58 metres at
the Tokyo Olympics two years ago is not
among his top 10 throws.

Nine of his 10 best throws have come af-
ter the Summer Games. Of
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Neeraj Chopra in action during the World Championships in Budapest. AP

FOOTBALLERS SKIP NATIONAL CAMP

Sixteen out of the 28 footballers called for the national camp in
Bhubaneswar ahead of the AFC U-23 Championships did not turn
up, leaving the head coach Clifford Miranda to appeal to the clubs to re-
lease their players. The players have not joined the camp, which started
on Friday, "due to club commitments". PTI

Olympic champion Neeraj now world champ

With a best effort of 88.17m, javelin thrower creates history by winning India’s first gold medal at the World Athletics Championships

VIR CON \

SINCE WINNING the Tokyo
Olympics gold medal two years
ago, with a throw of 87.58m, Neeraj
Chopra has gone from strength to
strength. Below is a list of his top-
10 throws and performances.

*Does not include Sunday night’s
World Championship final

**Throws in qualification rounds

89.30 2022 2 Turku

89.08 2022 1 Lausanne
88.77 2023 1**| Budapest
88.67 2023 1 Doha

88.39 2022 1** Eugene
88.44 2022 1 Zurich
88.13 2022 2 Eugene
88.06 2018| 1 Jakarta
88.07 2021| 1 Patiala

Source: World Athletics

When you train next to
someone like Choprawhois
consistent with the big
throws, you believe you can
doittoo.”

ROHIT YADAV
JAVELIN THROWER, INDIA

power is not his calling card, like Pakistan's
Arshad Nadeem or Germany's Johannes
Vetter. The Indian ace is also blessed with
elasticity, is an all-round athlete and good at
sprinting, jumping and lifting. Even de-
cathlon could have been a good career
choice for the javelin star.

Another standout Chopra virtue is self-
belief. When a competition begins, his
physio Ishaan Marwaha says that Chopra
switches on the ‘Neeraj Chopra Inside the
Stadium’ button. “He is a different guy when
he goes inside the stadium,” Marwaha had
said about how the Olympic champion en-
ters ‘the zone’. With his golden arm, Chopra
has inspired a generation of Indian throw-
ers to dream big. What was considered im-
possible earlier is being seen as doable.

Rohit Yadav, 22, is part of a growing club of

80m-plus javelin throwersin

these, 89.94m is the best

India. He has a personal best

and 88.13m the shortest.In  Chopra’s athleticism of 83.40m. Rohit has trained
his career, Chopra has makeshim avery overseas alongside Chopra
thrown over 88 metres 10 . since 2019 and says the lat-
times, over 85 metres 26 ﬂex.lble thrower, ter's successis rubbing off on
timesand over 82 metres37 Which means him and other upcoming
times. These numbers make : : throwers. Rohit would have
: outright power is not -

consistency his middle hi glil P d.1il been at the Worlds if not for
name, something not al- IS calling card, like an elbow injury, which
ways seen in Indian athlet- Pakistan’s Arshad needed surgery.

ics 11tteg¢d w1th.examples of Nadeem or Germany’s When you train next to
stars failing to live up to the someone like Chopra who
expectations on the global Johannes Vetter is consistent with the big

stage. The last time Chopra
didn’t finish in the top three of a competi-
tion was nearly five years ago.

Come rain or shine or evenaniggle, Chopra
knows how to find the flight path to success.
He started the year with his fifth-best throw
ever, 88.67m to top the Doha Diamond League
event. Despite not being at 100 percent during
his comeback event, the Lausanne Diamond
League, Chopra managed 87.66 metres.Inthe
qualifying round for the Budapest World
Championships, Chopra's ‘easy throw’ was
measured at 88.7m, his fourth-best throw
ever. What makes Chopra so good?
Consistency in technique is one aspect.

“Other athletes are inconsistent in tech-
nique, but Chopra is more consistent and
consistency is a great base for a thrower,” his
coach Klaus Bartonietz had told this paper.

Chopra’s athleticism makes him a very
flexible thrower, which means outright

throws, you believe you can
do it too. I have closely seen him train and
the hard work he puts in. All the big throws
are a result of the way he prepares and also
the experience he has gained from compet-
ing abroad. I am inspired by the way he has
performed in the big competitions. He isn’t
an athlete who has one big throw and then
the level drops. The overall quality of Indian
javelin throw has improved because of him,”
Rohitsaid. Samarjeet Singh, javelin coach at
the national camp, remembers how every-
one was talking about Chopra being a tal-
ented thrower when he broke the inter-uni-
versity record in 2009. “I threw 75 metres
and it was a big deal back then. I used to
search for videos of foreign throwers and
while watching them would wonder how
they throw 82-85m-plus throws. Eighty me-
tres used to be a huge mental barrier in India.
Now we have a champion thrower.”

3 Indians in final, javelin gets a running
start in Chopra’s village Khandra

NAMIT KUMAR
KHANDRA (PANIPAT), AUGUST 27

ON SUNDAY, when athletes lined up for the
start of the javelin throw finals of the World
Athletics Championship in Budapest, three
Indians — Neeraj Chopra, D P Manu and
Kishore Jena — featured in the 12-man field.

The moment — India became only the
fourth country ever to have three finalists —
underlined the country's rising stature in a
sport that was relatively unknown until
August 2021, when Chopra won the Tokyo
Olympics gold medal. And nothing signifies
the pace with which javelin throw is picking
up thanits spreading popularity in the home-
town of the man who made it all happen.

In Khandra, near Panipat, where Chopra
spent his formative years, athletics is the lat-
est obsession. His world-leading exploits are
asource of inspiration for the young boys and
girls in the village.

Harinder Kumar, a former decathlete, has
known Chopra for over a decade now, having
trained together between 2012 and 2015 at
Panchkula. He started providing after-school
track-and-field coaching to children at the
Sanskriti Public School between 2019 and
2020. Initially, he had just a handful of stu-
dents, all from Khandra. Today, that number
is close to 45. Given that most are young chil-
dren practising different disciplines, Khandra
is yet to become Bangaon -- the 'Little
Finland' of javelin throwers in Haryana pro-
ducing junior champions -- but Chopra's in-
fluence and the popularity of javelinamong
the young athletes is evident.

Harinder says Chopra made it known
years ago that he wanted to help, and often
returns from abroad with equipment, includ-
ing javelins, for the children. But, other than
the monetary support, Chopra's most signif-
icant contributionis as a source of inspiration.

“Every time he’s in town, in India, he vis-
its the ground, trains there himself. Then he
talks to the children and passes on tips. He

Youngsters train at Sanskriti Public
School in Khandra, where Neeraj
Chopra continues to drop in. Namit Kumar

also lets us know what we are doing right or
wrong at the academy. For the children, that
interaction is a big thing,” says Harinder.

That effect has rubbed off on the parents
as well. “Post-2021, the mentality of parents
has changed. If someone from the village
goes all the way to Olympic gold, achieves
something nobody else from here has
achieved, then it obviously causes people to
take the sport seriously,” he says.

Satish Kumar is one such parent. Both his
children, as well as his nephews and nieces --all
aged between 9 and 16 years -- train at the
school. If he considered sport to be a hobby or
distraction earlier, he now considersitaneces-
sity. “I see it in the children, how they've been
motivated by what Neeraj achieved. They want
toreplicate his achievements, evenif it happens
insome other field...ithas made them hungry...
The pointis not to become achampion athlete,
but to stay interested and driven,” he says.

Harinder says Chopra made it
known years ago that he wanted
to help, and often returns from
abroad with equipment,
including javelins, for the
children

The sentiment that sport must be en-
joyed and engaged with before worrying
about success runs deep within the commu-
nity. And Chopra subscribes to it.

“Every time  have spoken to him (Chopra)
about the children, he tells me, ‘reduce their
workloads, don’t enter them in competitions if
they're notready, let them have fun',” Harinder
says. “We mostly work with young children.
SoNeeraj's point is that we don’t need to push
them yet, we need to keep them happy and
make sure they want to come to the ground
every day.If theirinterest levels continue tobe
high, the medals will come on their own.”

“It’s a kind of revolution,” says Chopra's
great uncle, Ishwar Chopra. He pulls out his
phone and scrolls through dozens of videos
of children training at the school - from prac-
tising javelin motions by throwing balls on
the wall, to long jump and triple jump in
makeshift sandpits, and high jump using
bamboo sticks. He firmly believes it’s the
“Neeraj Chopra effect”.

On Sunday afternoon, hours before the
final, the crisis of the moment in the Chopra
household was to fix the ground-floor tele-
vision. There were no plans to hold a screen-
ing, but drinks and snacks were being bought
and seats were being arranged, just in case.

“In our community, we don’t take per-
mission to enter each other’s houses. Our
doors will be open, and the TV will be on.
Everyone is welcome,” says Chopra's uncle,
Bhim Chopra. Given the late-night start for
the final, he doesn’t expect a huge turnout.
But he is confident that most of the crowd
will be children.

With three sprint golds, Lyles begins his Olympic-sized run at stardom

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BUDAPEST, AUGUST 27

THE AMERICAN men who had won the 100
meters, 200 meters and 4x100 relay at world
championships before this year are known
to track fans: Tyson Gay and Maurice Greene.

But some of the American men who have
gone 3 for 3 in those races at the Olympics are
known far beyond the shadow of any track
stadium - think, Jesse Owens and Carl Lewis.

The sizable gap between “track star” and
“global icon” is the one Noah Lyles is hoping
he can bridge between now and next year at
the Paris Olympics.

Lyles capped off his own historic world
championships by anchoring the men's
4x100 relay team to victory Saturday night
to capture his third gold medal in the sprints,
joining Gay and Greene, but also track’s last
true superstar, Jamaica's Usain Bolt, who last
accomplished that feat eight years ago.

Lyles made no secret that he would like
tofill the void left by Bolt — a once-in-a-gen-
eration character who transcends sports and
stands out as much on red carpets as on the
track. Lyles also confronted the uncomfort-
able truth that since Bolt retired in 2017, his
sport has struggled to maintain an audience
outside the hardcore track fan.

“It's a conversation I have every day with
my agent, about how we're going to better
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this sport,” Lyles said.

It's a plight felt most keenly in the United
States, which is now only five years from host-
ing the Olympics in Los Angeles. In one sign of
the hurdles the sport faces, track and field has
yet to find a viable host city for a major event
—i.e,, Olympic trials, national championships
or worlds - outside of Eugene, Oregon.

Much has been made in the States this
summer about how nationals and even some
of these world championships have been
aired on NBC's harder-to-find cable affiliates
instead of the main network. That might not
matter anymore in an era of ever-fragmented
viewing options.

Still, the numbers tell the story: The open-
ing two days of world championships on the
main network in the USA drew fewer view-
ers than preseason football, NASCAR, the fi-
nal of the Women's World Cup and a Little
League World Series Game. (But more than
bull riding and a USA-Germany tune-up
game for the basketball World Cup.) Last year
at the worlds in Eugene, World Athletics
President Sebastian Coe said the organiza-
tion's goal was to make track a “top four”
sport in the U.S. by 2028, which means it
would have to rise by at least four notches,
according to WA's own studies.

“If you ask me, are we in better shape to
promote the sport than we were just a few
years ago, my answer is, unequivocally, Yes,”
Coe said inaninterview, one year later, before

Noah Lyles celebrates after leading the USA to the 4x100m gold medal. AP

FIRST SINCE BOLT

1 Noah Lyles became the first

sprinter since Usain Bolt to win

both, 100m and 200m, titles at
a World Championship. Bolt did it
in2009,2013 and 2015. Lyles also is
the first American towin 3 golds ata
single World Championship since
Tyson Gay and Allyson Felix in 2007.

Noah Lyles and Sha'Carri
Richardson are absolute
rockstars. No one is going to
replace Usain Bolt but there
is arange of talent coming
throughin track and field.”

SEBASTIAN COE
PRESIDENT, WORLD ATHLETICS

the start of the championships in Budapest.
Some of that has to do with Lyles, the 26-
year-old from Florida who has no problem
positioning himself as the man trying to turn
track into a must-watch proposition again.
It's hard to pinpoint exactly what makes one
person a can't-miss TV product while others
miss the mark. But if Lyles falls short, it won't

be for lack of effort.

Heis currently featured in two behind-the-
scenes docuseries about track — one that was
his own brainchild, and another that began as
a cobbling together of the world's fastest peo-
ple.“They weren't talking about me in that doc-
umentary,” Lyles said of the second one. “Then,
as soon as I won (a Diamond League meet) in

Paris, they got real buddy-buddy with me.” He
is curating a fashion sense, doing everything
from picking the wardrobes to setting up the
photo shoots for himself and other runners. He
says he wants people to look for him in GQ as
much as on the track.

“I'want people to say Wow, this isn't just
afast guy, he's well-rounded and has a good

personality and I just want to follow him for
that,” Lyles said.

He is a growing presence on social me-
dia, though his most-celebrated posting
there this summer had nothing to do with
wardrobes or music or red carpets. It was a
declaration that he can run 9.65 in the 100
and 19.10 in the 200.

That he accomplished neither goal in
Budapest is beside the point. That he put
those numbers out there - the 9.65 would
be the third-fastest of all-time and the 19.10
would shatter Bolt's 14-year-old world
record - is what set the stage for his tri-
umphant run through the championships.

The 100-meter goal was audacious, given
that Lyles had a thin resume at the shorter
distance. When he won the title, he crossed
the line and shouted out what could very
well be his mantra over the upcoming year,
at least in that race: “They said I couldn't do
it. They said Iwasn't the one. But I thank God
Iam!” Six nights later, as he crossed the fin-
ish line firstin the relay, he kept the messag-
ing down to one word, as he jabbed three fin-
gers into the air: “Three!” he shouted.

He is savvy enough to know that if any of
the off-the-track fame is going to come, taking
care of business on the track has to be a given.
Sofar, he'smaking good on that part of the deal.

“Yes, the medals are first, because if you
don't have the medals, who's going to want
to pay attention to you?” Lyles said.
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Prannoy turns second wind into a storm

Putting fitness issues to bed, the 31-year-old is outmuscling opponents on bigger courts to catch them by surprise

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, AUGUST 27

AS IF playing HS Prannoy's power & decep-
tion game isn't challenging enough, there is
another wicked statistic he's racked up that
makes opponents deeply uncomfortable.
Nine times against the very top names in the
past two seasons, Prannoy has lost the open-
ing set and then turned the tables to take the
next two. The list of those that fear taking the
first setlead against him after facing reverses
includes Viktor Axelsen this week, Anthony
Ginting at Australia, Srikanth at Japan, Chou
Tien Chen and Li Shifeng at Malaysia, Lee Zii
Jia at Mixed Asian Team Championship,
Lakshya Sen at Malaysia last season, Axelsen
at World Tour Finals end of 2022 and Rasmus
Gemke at the Thomas Cup. It's bad enough
for opponents if Prannoy wins the first, but
keeping them guessing, it's even more omi-
nous if he doesn't.

Weng Hong Yang and Kunlavut Vitidsarn
buck the trend and themselves came back
froma set down against Prannoy, so he's clearly
not unbeatable. At 31, his fitness has obvious
limitations, so a bronze it was. But there's a
dread on the circuit these days when they get
drawnin his half, that a lurking Prannoy might
more often than not make life terribly difficult.
Two former champions in Loh Kean Yew and
Axelsen found out this week that the erstwhile
disruptor-in-chief, who nicked a marquee
scalp here and there few years ago, can turn
into destructor-in-chief and steal their medals.

"Prannoy just keeps getting better as a
match progresses, and he finds rhythm as it
gets longer,” explains coach Guru Saidutt. The
term late-bloomer can be applied not only to
his career, but to every match he plays as it is
not uncommon to watch his quality of shot-
making get better in the decider thanitwasin
the first. Guru has watched closely from sitting
behind how this rising-phoenix-ability breaks
opponents'resolve,and wasn't surprised when
Prannoy pulled it off against Axelsen. It's been
aseason of rope-a-dope tricks of lulling oppo-
nents into believing they are on top, before
pulling the rug from under their feet.

Guru recalls a semifinal at Malaysia
Masters, Prannoy's first significant Tour title in
May this year, against Kenta Nishimoto.
"Prannoy looked really tired around 12th, 13th
point of the second. But the moment the third
game started, by 3rd, 4th point he had gotten
tremendous, and told me he had a lot of fuel
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HS Prannoy in action during his semifinal against eventual world champion Kunlavut Vitidsarn of Thailand. AP

left.I could see opponents'level dropping and
them giving off give-up vibes," he says. He got
tired against Vitidsarn, but for large number of
wins this season, Prannoy's fitness has actu-
ally held strong. "It's the effect of three years of
disciplined strength & conditioning training,
not just one or two months,” Guru says.
Prannoy is an attacking player, but
Malaysia, just like at the Copenhagen World's,
posed tough conditions to players. The usually
fast, drifty courts where short matches would
play out and much fitness wasn't needed in
previous years, had morphed into very slow
conditions. "We realised early that Prannoy is
coping better than others and after quarters
knew he could go all the way." At the tourna-
ment, he had come-from-behind wins against
former Worlds silver medallist Chou Tien Chen
(16-21) and Chinese All England champion, Li
Shifeng (13-21). "He had adapted to not win-
ning in two games, and his 5th, 6th points were
better than the 1st. All his opponents gotimpa-

tient in the third and lost," Guru says.

Prannoy's success at big events though is
also down to how much he enjoys and thrives
playing in large arenas, and just how danger-
ous hisgameisin those conditions. "In the big-
ger halls where these Major tournaments hap-
pen, not everyone has a big smash that they
can play at the end of along, tiring rally,” Guru
explains of the sheer explosive power that can
help him muscle through after an endurance
rally. "As an opponent, you realise this man
doesn't get tired and then he has that smash.
He can make opponents feel unconfident in
these situations, and he drives them into cor-
ners where players think they don't have
enough left at that point,” Guru says.

Against Axelsen, brawn combined with a
sharp brain. Prannoy had a clear strategy of
whatworked and what didn't, what was com-
ing at him, and where he could test the Dane.
At Japan Open where the Indian played two
probing sets of 19-21 and 21-18 before run-

Djokovic vs Alcaraz: New chapter of
new rivalry set to unfold in New York

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEW YORK, AUGUST 27

BASED ON the reactions on social media, it
seems everyone in the world of tennis was
riveted by Novak Djokovic's victory over
Carlos Alcaraz in the final of the last tourna-
ment for both ahead of the U.S. Open.

It was a titanic, 3¥2-hour-plus showdown
between the two titans of the men's game at
the moment — the third time they've played
each other in Djokovic's past three events,
each onadifferent surface — and set the stage
for what will be an expected meeting to de-
termine the champion at Flushing Meadows,
where play begins Monday and finishes on
Sept. 10.

Last weekend's contest at the hard-court
Cincinnati Masters, in which Djokovic, who
is 36, saved a championship point in the sec-
ond set and Alcaraz, whois 20, saved four in
the third before succumbing 5-7, 7-6 (7), 7-
6 (4), also served to symbolize the state of
change the sport currently finds itself in, a
year removed from Serena Williams' farewell
match in New York and Roger Federer's re-
tirement announcement soon thereafter.

Alcaraz is The Next Big Thing, the winner
of the 2022 U.S. Open who grabbed his sec-
ond Grand Slam title last month at
Wimbledon by beating — yes, that's right —
Djokovic. And Djokovic, the owner of 23 ma-
jor trophies, is the only member of The Big
Three competing nowadays, what with
Federer (who has 20) done and Rafael Nadal
(22)out since January with a hip problem but
eyeing a return for one last hurrah in 2024.

“For so many years, the game has been
dominated by legends of the sport, but Father
Time is undefeated. Everyone has to kind of
go on to their next stage and they have to put
the rackets down. We're seeing that unfortu-
nately with Serena, with Roger, with Rafa.
There s going to be a bit of a transition period,”
said Chris Eubanks, a 27-year-old from Atlanta
whoreached the Wimbledon men's quarter-
finals. “It leaves a lot of parity and it leaves a
lot of opportunities for other players in the
men's and women's games to kind of make a
name for themselves.” No. 1-ranked Iga
Swiatek, whois 22, No.2 Aryna Sabalenka, 25,
and No.4 Elena Rybakina, 24, appear poised to
stay near the top of the women's game —
Swiatek already has won four Slam titles, in-
cluding the 2022 U.S. Open; the others have
one apiece — and No. 6 Coco Gauff, just 19,
might be ready to etch her name on one of the
four most prestigious trophies in tennis.

“Tennis is evolving and constantly chang-
ing, and there is always room for new play-
ers,new champions. I thinkit's greatand it's
difficult for me to say that there will be a
group of young players that will compete like
Novak, Roger and Rafa did, or that there will
be a female player better than Serena,”
Swiatek told the AP. “It's (hypothetical), so I
would say I'm just excited about the future

Novak Djokovic (L) and Carlos Alcaraz can meet in the final of the US Open. AP
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US OPEN: ORDER OF PLAY

ARTHUR ASHE STADIUM

1-Iga Swiatek (POL) vs Rebecca
Peterson (SWE)

10-Frances Tiafoe (USA) vs Learner
Tien (USA)

6-Coco Gauff (USA) vs Laura
Siegemund (GER)

2-Novak Djokovic (SRB) vs
Alexandre Muller (FRA)

LOUIS ARMSTRONG STADIUM
18-Victoria Azarenka vs Fiona
Ferro (FRA)

19-Beatriz Haddad Maia (BRA) vs
Sloane Stephens (USA)

9-Taylor Fritz (USA) vs Steve
Johnson (USA)

7-Stefanos Tsitsipas (GRE) vs Milos
Raonic (CAN)

WC-Caroline Wozniacki (DEN) vs
Tatiana Prozorova

Live on Sony Sports Network,
8.30pm onwards

and being a part of it.” No one definitive heir
to Williams or the top male players has been
established, but one thing is clear.

“There is a shift,” said France's Caroline
Garcia, who reached the semifinals in New
York a year ago. “There are young players
coming, like Alcaraz and Iga.” Frances Tiafoe,
the 25-year-old American who reached the
U.S. Open semifinals in 2022 and recently
made his Top 10 debut in the ATP rankings,
put it this way: “Game is in a little different
place. Alittle different dynamic.I'm happy to
beinthis era, for sure.” The sport's leaders be-
lieve there are players who will step forward.

“For those of you who have long won-
dered about the future of tennis as we transi-
tion out of a golden age where you have had
some of the best men and women of all-time
competing against each other simultane-
ously,” said Lew Sheer, the CEO and executive
director of the U.S. Tennis Association, the na-
tional federation that runs the U.S. Open, “we
saw 2022 as a year of emerging stars.”
Perhaps. It's true there were 10 first-time
Masters 1000 champions on the men's side
over the past three seasons, a group that in-
cludes Alcaraz, of course, but also another 20-
year-old, Holger Rune, and Jannik Sinner, 22.

“We're starting to see new faces at the
Grand Slams and Masters. It's kind of the last
step to dethrone players like Djokovic and
Nadal — and it's coming,” said Felix Auger-
Aliassime, a 23-year-old Canadian who was
a U.S. Open semifinalist two years ago.
“Carlos probably is beginning a bit of a switch
of the guard. But Djokovic probably hasn't
said his last word.” That certainly appeared to
be Djokovic's message in Cincinnati, where
he ripped off his shirt and roared after finally
dispatching Alcaraz.

Allin all, it was perfect preparation for
Djokovic as he returns to the U.S. Open after
being unable to travel to the United States
last year because he isn't vaccinated against
COVID-19.

Djokovic said facing Alcaraz reminded
him of taking on Nadal in their primes —
which was quite some time ago.

“Boy, you never give up, man. Jesus
Christ,” Djokovic said, drawing a laugh from
Alcaraz not long after the Spaniard was cry-
ing into a towel.

“Imean, I love that about you, but some-
times I wish that you'd maybe play a few
points just like this, you know?” Djokovic
continued, waving his right hand without
purpose.

ning out of steam, he had rattled the defending
champion, and it was evident that he was clos-
est amongst all players to beating Axelsen.
"Prannoy combined great plans and his own
instincts to beat Viktor at World
Championships. We saw Viktor cracking once
the game got longer and slower. With each
pointin the second, Prannoy got better and the
momentum changed as he played an intelli-
gent, tactical game." He's gained a reputation
of sowing doubts and following through on
that mind anarchy he triggers in opponents.

Surprise stroke

Then there is the matter of surprise strokes,
that he has courage to play at the clutch. Playing
the Swiss Open semifinals in 2022 against
Anthony Ginting, one of the quickest movers
and anticipators on the circuit, Prannoy un-
leashed wicked deception in returns and
changes in pace that boggled the Indonesian
at the finish. Against Loh Kean Yew this week

on Gopichand's urging, Prannoy was brave
enough to flick the serve back at 20 in the de-
cider, despite knowing Loh was hitting hard.
He dares to take risks in the end.

He has lost so much time to injuries and
health issues that Prannoy doesn't sweat the
losses anymore and his mind is granite-strong
as he preps for the next assignment. Guruwho
started travelling with Prannoy regularly only
at the start of this season recalls the lowest
point this year: a week before Malaysia,
Prannoy was drubbed pretty convincingly by
ChouTien Chen at the Sudirman Cup. It was a
scarring loss, and left the Indians out of the
tournament in group stage with 4 days of train-
ing in China. "The effort that Prannoy and
Srikanth putin that week in sparring I'll never
forget. It was high intensity training, 1x1, 1x2
every session as Prannoy got his rhythm back
in practice. His capability to win a title we all
knew of, but I saw him really work hard those
4days," Guru recalls.

Away from glare of tournaments and es-
pecially after losses, it's been in training that
he's sharpened some trick strokes and gone
100 percent. And opponents have felt the heat
each time he bounces back. He's avenged
losses from Malaysia at the start of the yearand
Singapore against Worlds finalist Kodai
Naraoka, beating him the very next week at
Indonesia. Prannoy's read on opponents and
plotting their downfall after alossis legendary,
and Kunlavut Vitidsarn won't quite be com-
fortable running into him the next time.

A day before playing Loh Kean Yew in a
thrilling prequarters, Prannoy spent the day's
break taking off on a cycle along one of
Copenhagen's scenic canals, as he recharged
batteries by being outdoors on the suggestion
of his trainer. He's learnt to switch off, so that he
switches on, full throttle, when a match gets
underway. And he's revelling playing against
the big names. "We knew the crowd is big for
Viktor, around 12 thousand people. And me
and Gopi sir lost our voices screaming just to
convey instructionsin the first game,” Guru re-
calls of the now-famous medal match. Then
Prannoy did his thing, working up a storm,
slowing down the match and shushed the
crowd as he chomped into the Dane's lead.
Gurusaidutt remembers the sweet sound of
the descending silence of a packed
Copenhagen arena. The rest of the badminton
world watched and marvelled at how Prannoy
pulled it off. The Indian knows, come Asian
Games and Olympics, he can make opponents
around the world very afraid once again.

Rodri comes up
with another big
goal for Man City

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
SHEFFIELD, AUGUST 27

RODRI CAME up with another big goal for
Manchester City, scoring in the 88th minute
to secure the champions a 2-1 win at Sheffield
United on Sunday and a third straight victory
to open its Premier League title defence.

After Erling Haaland responded to missing
a first-half penalty by breaking the deadlock
inthe 63rd, itlooked like City would be drop-
ping points in a game it dominated when a
mistake by captain Kyle Walker gifted Jayden
Bogle an unlikely 85th-minute equalizer.
Wialker made amends by winning the ball
back on the right wing and crossing to Phil
Foden, whose mis-control went straight to
Rodri, and the midfielder made no mistake
with a fierce left-foot shot into the top corner.
Rodri was the scorer of City's winner in the
Champions League final last season and has
already scored twice this campaign, having
netted at Burnley in the opening round.

City is the only team with a maximum of
nine points so far. City, and specifically
Haaland, endured a frustrating afternoon at
Bramall Lane until the Norway striker's
opener, with a physical Sheffield United team
defending deep and ruggedly. A 36th-minute
penalty — awarded for a handball against
John Egan that blocked Julian Alvarez's cut-
back — was City's first real chance and
Haaland wasted it by dragging it against the
post, with goalkeeper Wes Foderingham div-
ing the other way.

The game continued to be one-sided in
the second half, with Haaland shooting wide
from Walker's cross and then seeing a deft
chip clawed away by Foderinghamin the 61st.
City manager Pep Guardiola — watching the
match in Barcelona as he recovers from back
surgery — might have been feeling uncom-
fortable at that stage, but Haaland delivered
in the end like he usually does.

Jack Grealish stood up a cross from the left,
and Haaland nodded in at the back post,
breathing a huge and ostentatious sigh of re-
lief after doing so. A City fan got onto the field
and jumped on the back of Haaland after the
goal, the striker's third already this campaign
after 36 in the league last season. Haaland
laughed it off, and the supporter was escorted
away. Walker, a former Sheffield United
player, made a silly error for the equalizer by
deciding to backheel the ball into play in his
own area.
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Divyal

The world today accepts superiority of India's
intelligence, wisdom and talent.

In ancient times, our forefathers developed and passed on to us the
knowledge for development of brain and prevention of brain diseases.
Working in the interest of humanity, we carried out further scientific
researches and created research and evidence based medicines

for brain diseases.

/ Take research and evidence based Patanjali Medha Vati, Memorygrit, \n
Neurogrit and Organic Omega for Insomnia, Stress, Depression,
Migraine, Parkinson's, Dementia, Alzheimer's, OCD, Mild Autism, Epilepsy
and to improve memory power. These medicines make the brain system
\ healthy by correcting the neurons, snaps and signals of the brain. /

For information on latest research visit: www.patanjali.res.in
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All our medicines are available at Patanjali Stores, leading medical, ayurvedic and other stores across India.
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The usage of the medlcine menthoned above ks suggestive in nature and it 15 the cholce of the treatment in the management of above-mentloned diseases.
Avoid self-medication and ahways take the medicines under madical suparvision.
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