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BATTLE OF TOLOLING: TURNING POINT OF 1999 KARGIL WAR

JAMMU & | KASHMIR

PAKISTANI INTRUSION IN DRASS AND MASHKOH

he Battle of Tololing was a pivotal battle

in the Kargil War between Indian Army

and troops from one full battalion
of Pakistan’s Northern Light Infantry who were aided
by Pakistani irregulars in 1999. The Tololing peak
dominates the Srinagar-Leh Highway (NH 1D), which
is avital link and main supply route to Leh. Tololing was
also connected to Point (Pt) 5140, another important
feature where Pakistani intruders were positioned,
taking shots at the traffic on the highway. The Battle of
Tololing stands testimony to the valour, commitment
and sacrifice of the Indian Army soldiers.

The task of clearing and securing Tololing was
initially given to 18 GRENADIERS. The Grenadiers
began their operations on 22 May 1999. The
inhospitable terrain provided little help to the Indian
Army as their advance was halted. Grenadiers kept a
strong fight on but they suffered heavy losses in both
men and material. While the Indian Army continued
to bolster artillery and firepower, deadly cross-fire
from the enemy hiding in the rocks made their task
more difficult with each passing day. But Tololing’s
capture was imperative to clear the mountains of the
intruders. Armed with the perseverance and resolve
that the Indian Army is known for, 18 GRENADIERS
were joined by 2 RAJPUTANA RIFLES who were
tasked to eliminate the intruders.

On the night of 12 June, the unit initiated a well-
prepared frontal attack. For more than four hours
before the attack, as many as 120 artillery guns
pounded the Tololing ridges incessantly, firing at least
10,000 shells. Charlie Company of 2 RAJPUTANA
RIFLES led by Major Vivek Gupta and Delta Company
under Major Mohit Saxena set out for assault, while
Alpha and Bravo Companies were nominated as
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ON TOLOLING TOP AFTER ITS CAPTURE
reserves. Charlie Company’s objective was Tololing
Top and D Company’s objective was Point 4590. The
assault teams named Abhimanyu, Bheem and Arjun
climbed up to their designated positions to launch the
attack. The teams surrounded the intruders entirely. A
team of Grenadiers, meanwhile, provided covering fire

to prevent the enemy from approaching from nearby
ridges.

Captain Vijayant Thapar led his platoon into the
attack with a ferocity that took Pakistanis by surprise.
Another shock to the Pakistanis came in the form of
an attack with a reserve platoon led by Major Vivek
Gupta from the rear. As the Company attacked from
the open, they were directly in the enemy’s line of
fire. Undeterred, Major Gupta fired a rocket launcher
at the enemy’s position and charged on before the
enemy could recover. He was hit by two bullets but
that didn’t stop him from engaging in a fierce hand-
to-hand combat and killing three enemy soldiers
before succumbing to his injuries. Following suit, the
other soldiers and teams advanced and the three-week
assault finally culminated with India taking control
of the peak and changing the course of the war. Once
Tololing fell, it took the Indian Army a mere 6 days to
evict well-trenched Pakistani troops from four nearby
outposts- Point 4590, Rocky Knob, Hump and Point
5140.

Major  Rajesh ~ Adhikari  (posthumously),
Major Vivek Gupta (posthumously), Major Padmapani
Acharya (posthumously) and Havildar Digendra
Kumar were awarded the Maha Vir Chakra, India's
second highest military honour for their daring
actions on the Tololing peak. Col Ravindranath and
Captain Vijayant Thappar (posthumously) were
awarded Vir Chakra.
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From the Editor's Desk

he character of warfare is

undergoing rapid changes. This

transformation ofthe ‘Battlespace’
is primarily being driven by accelerated
advancements in the cognitive and niche
technological domains. Witnessing this
evolution, the Armed Forces are taking
rapid strides to enhance technological
power through our stated mission of
‘Atmanirbharta’.
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The COAS interacted with & felicitated the Tri-
services Contingent of the Indian Armed Forces
which participated in the Bastille Day Parade -2023
in France. COAS commended the contingent for their

immaculate drill & lauded them for their dedication &
hard work.

The COAS visited Bikaner & Bhatinda Military Stations
on 8 July and reviewed the operational preparedness
of the formations in the stations. He interacted with
troops, lauded them for their commitment & exhorted
them to continue working with the same zeal.

General Manoj Pande, COAS visited forward areas of Kashmir and the frozen frontiers of Siachen Glacier on
27 July and reviewed the operational preparedness. He also laid a wreath at Siachen War Memorial to honour the
bravehearts who have made the supreme sacrifice at the World’s Highest Battlefield.

The COAS flagged off the Tri-services ‘Nari
Sashaktikaran Women Motorcycle Rally’ from
National War Memorial, Delhi on 18 July. The team
traversed approximately 1000 km across the arduous
terrain & challenging conditions to reach Kargil War
Memorial, Dras.

The COAS visited forward areas of Ladakh and was
briefed on operational preparedness. Interacting
with troops, he complimented the soldiers for their
unwavering commitment and exhorted them to
continue working with utmost professionalism and
positive spirit.
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The training of first batch of Agniveers has been
completed at Regimental Centres of various Arms
& Services. An inclusive discussion on 'Absorbtion
of Agniveers & Moulding Them To Become Better
Citizens' was also conducted, during the Combined
Commanders Conference, steered by GOC - in - C
ARTRAC.

PROJECT SHAURYA SANKALAN

Y A WRNTE

FOCUS ON AGNIVEER TRAINING DOCTRINE AND STRATEGY SEMINAR

I DL TRINE ARD ETNATEGY SEMIKAR - 20X3

TARUITT AR

The 25" Doctrine and Strategy Seminar, an Army level
conference was held at Army War College Mhow on
13" & 14™ of July 2023. The theme for Year 2023 was
‘Grey Zone Warfare: Response Strategy & Capability
Building’. The focus was on underscoring the
peculiarities and manifestation of Grey Zone Warfare
in the Indian Context. Recommended Strategies and

capabilities were identified.

LEADERSHIP TRAINING ADVISORY BOARD

As part of Digital India Vision, Indian Army is in the
process of digitizing its Military History archives to
create a Central Digital Repository accessible to all
Historians and Research Scholars in India.

“Online Exams”: Manifold increase in online exam
centres, as also the launch of Online Promotion Exams
for JCOs is heralding a digital transformation. The
Application Management Software has empowered
online submission of applications for DSSC/ DSTSC
Exams.

In keeping with emerging drivers of change, the
Leadership Training Advisory Board (L-TAB)
has been constituted under the aegis of ARTRAC.
This group of experts met to chart out the roadmap
for Leadership Training in the IA to meet the
transformational changes in the very character of

warfare underway.

AVALANCHE RESCUE OPERATIONS

Avalanche Rescue Teams ex HAWS carried out
Search & Rescue Mission for the Expedition Team of
Nehru Institute of Mountaineering hit by avalanche
at Dokarni Glacier, Uttarkashi. Mortal Remains of

27 members were retrieved.

-
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SNIPPETS

The COAS paid homage to the bravehearts of the Kargil War in a solemn ceremony 'Shaurya Sandhya' at Kargil
War Memorial, Dras. Gallant heroes, Veer Naris & various civil & military dignitaries lit 559 lamps, in honour
of the fallen bravehearts. The COAS felicitated the Veterans, Gallant Heroes of the Kargil War and the family

members of the fallen heroes.
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The COAS awarded the ‘Best Marching Contingent
Trophy’ for the Republic Day 2023 Parade to the
Punjab Regiment and applauded the Contingent for
their spectacular performance during the parade. He
also lauded the Punjab Regiment contingent for their
immaculate drill during the Bastille Day Parade in
Paris, France on 14 July.

Lieutenant General Manoj Kumar Katiyar assumed the
appointment of GOC-in-C of Western Command on
01 July 2023. On assuming the appointment, he laid
a wreath at Veer Smriti and paid homage to the brave
hearts who have made the supreme sacrifice in the line
of duty.
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The VCOAS visited industrial establishments at
Ahmedabad and interacted with representatives of the
industries. He was briefed on the latest projects related
to Aerospace, Satellite, Laser & Quantum Technologies
being undertaken by the establishments.

GOC-in-C Western Command visited Kharga Sappers
and reviewed operational preparedness of the brigade.
He interacted with All Ranks and complimented them
for their professionalism and high level of motivation.
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SNIPPETS

Brigadier General Abdul Raheem Abdul Latheef,
VCDE Maldives National Defence Force interacted
with VCOAS & discussed aspects of bilateral defence
cooperation & avenues to further enhance existing
defence relations.

Tri-Service Commanders Conference was held at Surya
Command, Lucknow on 20 & 21 July. Commanders-
in-Chief and senior Lt Gens/ equivalent officers of
three Services participated in the deliberations over
two days presided over by the CDS.

The Indian Army signed the contract for procurement
of Tactical Access Switch with Tata Advanced Systems
Limited. This compact, modular & ruggedized
networking device would provide faster switching
capability thereby strengthening the tactical
communication capability of the Indian Army.
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GOC-in-C ARTRAC visited IMA Dehradun on

17 July 2023. He was briefed on training activities,
infrastructure development and focus areas to achieve
excellence in training. He lauded the high standards
of professionalism and commitment towards training
the future military leaders.

GOC-in-C Surya Command visited Paschim UP Sub
Area at Meerut. He reviewed operational & logistic
preparedness and progress of ongoing projects. He
commended the formation for high level of motivation
and professional standards.

The Indian Army received the patent for the project
‘Accident Prevention System Based On Artificial
Intelligence’ developed indigenously by Research &
Development within the organisation. The system
will save lives by alerting drivers falling asleep while
driving.
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Ex VAJRA PRAHAR - Joint Indo
- US Exercise was held at SFTS,
Bakloh to achieve interoperability
between the Security Forces of
both countries to jointly undertake
Small Team Operations.

Vertical Wind Tunnel (VWT)
First ever VWT for Tri-Services
Training has been constructed at
' SFTS and will be a game-changer
for Combat Free Fall Training.

Combat Free Fall - Progressive
training on HAA Combat Free
Fall jumps for Validation, Testing
& Certification formalised by Air
Skills Training Team of SFTS to
ensure highest safety standards.

Army Martial Arts Routine

¥ (AMAR) - Revamped Unarmed

Combat Training into a refined,
~ renewed and curated version of
| existing linear format has been
formalised.

Drone Training - ‘Training
Philosophy for Drones in the
IA has been promulgated to
standardise Drone training. Basic
Drone Training Courses have
commenced at 11 Category A
Training Establishments.

Customised Integrated Combat
Aviation Training - (C-ICATS)
has commenced at Category A
Establishments to provide an
overview of Aviation assets &
their integrated application in
TBA in an All-Arms Training
Environment.

LEADING TRANSFORMATION |

HUMAN RESOURCE

| Soldiers as Citizen Ambassadors
- In contribution towards Nation
Building, all ranks being trained
to connect with society for
impacting lives of citizens and local
communities while on leave in
various domains.

SIMULATORS FOR REGIMENTAL CENTRES

Bulk procurement of approximately 500 simulators has been
undertaken to empower Regimental Centres to cater for the
reduced duration of training of Agniveers.

SPORTS MEDICINE CENTRES

Pilot Sports Medicine Centre has been established at AMC
Centre and College. All Regimental Centres are being
equipped accordingly to cater for the reduced duration of
Agniveer training. Procurement of Vital Equipment has
been completed. This facility will minimise injuries and
ensure their timely management during training of Cadets in
PCTAs and Agniveers.

PRE COMMISSION TRAINING ACADEMIES -
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THE ART & SCIENGE OF WAR
TRANSFORATON

TRANSFORMATION

‘Change Management Philosophy for
the IA and ‘Implementation of Change
by Junior Leaders in the IA’ has been
promulgated to guide Apex Leadership and
Junior Leaders in managing and adapting to
transformative battlespace changes.

TOUCHING LIVES

Project KAUSHALVEER is a
pioneering HR transformation
aiming at skill certification of
Armed Forces personnel as
per global industry standards.
Directorates and Training
Establishments are being
recognised as Awarding &
Assessment Bodiesby NCVET.
The project will benefit
all category of personnel
including Agniveers under
Skill India Mission.

Pay Group Rationalisation - Aims at upgrading personnel
of identified trades of the Army from Y’ to X’ Group by
aligning in-service training curriculum to AICTE recognised
Diploma Programmes to facilitate trade upgradation &

associated financial benefits.

RANSFORMING FUTURE MILITARY LEADERS
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TECHNOLOGICAL TRANSFORMATIONS

Niche Technologies in Virtual
Reality/ Augmented Reality
& Firing Simulators are being
developed by SDD. These were
also showcased to the Prime
Minister and Defence Minister
of India during the Combined
Commanders’ Conference 2023.

Licence based Digital Library
Platform to integrate independent
subscriptions of books & reading
material. Spearheading the access
to National and International
based knowledge base.

Pilot Project for Campus
Wide Wi-Fi solution leveraging
Quantum Security was conceived
to provide dynamic access to
learning content and transform
the learning pedagogy.

A state-of-the-art ~ Mobile
Communication Technology 5G
Test Bed is being established in
collaboration with IIT Madras to
develop an indigenous and cost-
effective solution to assimilate 5G
in the Military Communication
System.

M Tech selection through GATE
is under implementation for IA.
The system will enable selection
of officers with high technical
threshold and accrue savings in
manpower, time and costs.

22 Indigenous Research &
Development Projects are being
undertaken in multiple domains
as the prime drivers of infusion of
niche technologies to give impetus
to India’s vision of self-reliance -
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat.
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J & K AND LADAKH DIARY

On the occasion of ‘Kargil Vijay Diwas 2023’ General Anil Chauhan, CDS, General Manoj Pande, COAS, Admiral
R Hari Kumar, CNS & Air Chief Marshal VR Chaudhari, CAS laid wreaths and paid homage to the bravehearts of
Kargil War at the Kargil War Memorial, Dras. The CDS and three Service Chiefs expressed everlasting gratitude
towards the selfless sacrifice of the valiant & courageous soldiers during the solemn occasion.

GOC-in-C Northern Command visited the Zojila ~ To mark the first anniversary of the rechristening of
Pass and 14.2 km all-weather Tunnel on the Srinagar- ~ Point 5140 as Gun Hill, the Indian Army Gunners
Kargil-Leh NH. This tunnel would be Asia’s longest =~ undertook an expedition to Gun Hill in Dras. The
High Altitude (height in excess of 11500 feet) tunnel  arduous climb up the massive feature brought back the
that will connect Kashmir and Ladakh. memories of Kargil War and the sacrifice of our brave
soldiers who recaptured the feature on 20 June 1999.

Chief of Staff Northern Command received first set of =~ The Indian Army and the Indian Air Force executed a
Toyota Hilux - Mountain off-Road Vehicles(tMRVs)  joint heliborne training exercise in Rajouri showcasing
from General Manager - Strategic Business Unit  the exceptional preparedness and synergy in execution
(North) after rigorous testing in most inclement  of special operations.

weather & rough terrain.
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NORTH EAST DIARY

GOC-in-C Eastern Command flagged-off the
‘Indian Army's Kohima to Kargil (K2K) Motorcycle
Expedition’ to commemorate the Kargil Vijay Diwas
on 02 July. The expedition covered a distance of
3700 km, collecting soil from the hometowns of fallen
heroes of the Kargil War.

The Indian Army carried out a joint communication
exercise with ITBP and SSB on 15 July. It facilitated
seamless communication for operational integration
& interoperability in the Kameng sector.

Indian Army soldiers rescued inhabitants of Mechpara
village near Hashimara, where villagers were stranded
inside village due to floods. 72 villagers including
24 children were evacuated to safety and were provided
with basic first aid.

The Indian Army & Govt of Arunachal Pradesh
undertook a Joint Fire Fighting Exercise
“AGNIRAKSHAK” at Sigar, Arunachal Pradesh on
11 July. The exercise facilitated enhancing synergy in
response against natural/ man-made disasters.

An outreach programme for the Veer Naaris & Next of
Kin was organised at Dibrugarh to address grievances
and felicitate Veer Naaris on 25 July. The program
proved to be of immense benefit to Veer Naris as it
assisted them in resolving their long pending issues.
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President FWO & AWWA functionaries of Trishakti
Corps celebrated the ‘Joy of Giving’ with the children
of Lepcha Cottage, Sikkim. Padma Shri Ms Keepu
Lepcha also attended the event.
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ARTRAC has undertaken a major drive to raise the academic character of the Indian Army by undertaking MoUs
with the Academia of reputed universities/ institutes for Research & Development, Indigenisation, Higher Studies
& Inter-Faculty Visits. Details of MOUs (North & South Zone) are given below:-

Accreditations to IA Courses

S University Purpose of MoU Courses Scholarship/
No Concession
North Zone
1. | IIT, Ropar CoE in Studies & Applied Research in Defence & Security. | (i) PG in Social Science, | Fee concession
For exchange of Knowledge, Collaboration in Emerging | Management under progress
Technologies (especially in Cyber Security, Engineering, | (ii) Research
Management & Social Sciences), R&D in Indigenous | (ili) M.Tech
Technologies, Innovations, Research & Educational Programs.

2. AMITY, Noida | Educational Programs, Collaborative Research & Innovation, | (i) M.Tech 50% fee
Inter Military-Academia Visits, CoE in Engineering & | (ii) PG in Social Science, | concession
Technology, Research in Security, Information System, | Management
Robotics & Communication and Career Opportunities to IA | (iii) Research
officers Upon Retirement.

South Zone

3. SRM, Chennai | Educational Programs, Collaborative Research & Innovation, | (i) M.Tech 35% fee
Inter Military-Academia Visits, CoE in Engineering & | (ii) PG in Social Science, | concession
Technology, and Research in Security, Information System, | Management
and Robotics & Communication. (iii) Research

4. | IIT, Chennai | Exchange of Knowledge, Collaboration in Emerging | (i) M.Tech Fee concession
Technologies Especially in Quantum Technology, R&D | (ii) PG in Social Science, | under progress
in Indigenous Technologies, Innovations, Research & | Management

(iii) Research/ Study
Leave

5. MS Ramaiah

Academic Exchange & Resource Sharing especially in the Field

(i) PG in Social Science,

Fee concession

University, of Defence & Strategic Studies & Establishment of Centre for | Management under progress
Bengaluru National Security Studies (ii) Research in Defence &
Strategic Studies
6. | IISc, Exchange of Knowledge, Collaboration in Emerging | (i) M.Tech Fee
Bengaluru Technologies especially in Quantum Technology, R&D | (ii) PG in Social Science, | concession under
in Indigenous Technologies, Innovations, Research & | Management progress
Accreditations to IA Courses (iii) Research/ Study
Leave
7. | Jain Accreditation to Army Courses being run at CMP Centre & | Diploma 50% fee
University, School concession
Bengaluru
8. | Jain Accreditation to Army Courses being run at CMP Centre & | Diploma 50% fee
University, School concession
Bengaluru
9. National Law | To conduct Management Development Pgmes (MDPs) on (i) 01x MDP on Legal (i) MOU for
School of In- | Legal Subjects under the aegis of AMSB. Framework affecting three FYs 2022-
dia University Procurement of goods and | 23, 2023-24 &
Bengaluru services every year. 2024-25.
(if) 01x MDP on Cyber Law | (ii) To be paid
for the officers of the IA from funds
every year. allotted for
AMSB activities.
10. | CDM, PhD in Defence Management PhD Two seats for IA
Secunderabad officers.
(through
Osmania
University)

Details of other zones in September edition

— B

Baatcheet August 2023




To commemorate Kargil Vijay Diwas and celebrate the
indomitable spirit of our valiant soldiers, an exhibition
was organised by AWWA entrepreneurs and artists on
21 July at Select City Walk, Saket, New Delhi.

In pursuit towards Digital India initiative, the Indian
Army established its 1st Permanent Aadhaar Enrolment
Centre at 1 CBPO, New Delhi. The Permanent Centre is
connected with 48 Field Post Offices and will cater for
Aadhaar related services for all defence personnel & their
dependents.

kK

WELFARE AND EMPOWERMENT

The Indian Army assisted civil administration in
their efforts towards “Mission Amrit Sarovar” by
dedicating a multi-purpose reservoir to the people of
Tenga, Arunachal Pradesh. It will facilitate rain water
harvesting, conserving water & promoting tourism in
the Tenga Valley.

The Indian Army responded swiftly with NDRF and
CPWD to plug the breach in the sluice gate of the drain
near WHO building and opening of jammed sluice gates
of ITO Barrage, New Delhi, to prevent flooding.

Chinar Warriors provided emergency relief & aid to
over 650 yatris stranded at NH 44 near Qazigund on 08
July due to inclement weather & landslides at Ramban,
leading to temporary closure of NH 44.
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On request of civil administration, Flood Relief Column
of Indian Army carried out flood relief operations at
Patiala, Punjab with effect from 09 to 11 July 2023. First
rescue operations were conducted at Chitkara University
wherein 910 students and 50 administration staff were
evacuated.




TRAINING

Eight officers from Uzbekistan Army successfully
completed the Counter Improvised Explosive Device
Course at CME, Pune. Regular exchange courses are
being conducted by both the nations as part of Bilateral
Defence Cooperation.

GOC-in-C Sapta Shakti Command chaired ‘Army-CAPF
joint Security Seminar’ at Sapta Shakti Command. Key
areas of engagement were identified & a roadmap on the
way ahead was arrived at during the Seminar.

India-Mongolia joint military exercise “Nomadic Elephant 2023” was conducted at Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia from
17 to 31 July 2023. During the exercise, Indian and Mongolian Army troops engaged in various training activities
designed to enhance their skills and capabilities. These activities included endurance training, reflex firing,
room intervention, small team tactics and rock craft training. Soldiers from both sides learnt from each other’s

operational experience and best practices.

Passing out Parade for Medical Officers Basic Course,
MOBC-242 comprising 122 Medical & Dental Officers
from the Tri-Services including 53 Women Officers
was reviewed by Comdt, AMC Centre & College on
17 July. Capt Deepak Singh was awarded Commandant’s
Rolling Trophy for the ‘Best All-round Officer”

The Officers of Technical Entry Scheme Course Serial
39 including Officers from Friendly Foreign Countries
of Royal Bhutan Army & Sri Lankan Army graduated
from MCEME, Secunderabad, CME, Pune & MCTE,
Mhow. The officers were awarded engineering degrees
during the convocation ceremonies.
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SPORTS & ADVENTURE

Sep Meleiba Meitei and Sep Manganleibaa won Gold
Medals in 53-58 and 64-68 kg weight categories
respectively at the 6th Heroes International Taekwondo
Championship 2023 in Bangkok.

TRRLE TEY FFIN)

Indian Army Wrestler Rect/Hav Mohit Kumar won
Gold Medal in the U-20 Asian Wrestling Championship
held at Amman in Jordan & brought laurels to the
Indian Army & Nation.

Indian Army Shooter Lance Havildar Amir Ahmad
Bhat won Silver Medal in P3-Mixed 25m Pistol SH1
event at ‘Osijek 2023 World Shooting Para Sports
World Cup’ held in Croatia and brought laurels to the
Nation.

Hav Manu DP won Silver Medal in Javelin Throw, Hav
Krishan Kumar won Silver Medal in 800m race event
and Gdr Gulveer Singh won Bronze Medal in 5000m
race event at the 25th Asian Athletics Championship
held at Thailand.
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Hav Sarvesh Kushare won Silver Medal in the High
Jump event and Subedar Santosh Kumar T won Bronze
Medal in the 400m Hurdles event at the 25th Asian
Athletics Championship held at Thailand.

Indian Army divers participated in the 76th Senior
National Aquatics (Diving) Championship held at
Bengaluru & brought laurels by winning three Gold,
two Silver & one Bronze medal in the championship.
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CEREMONIAL EVENTS

On the occasion of 24" Kargil Vijay Diwas, Lt Gen
MYV Suchindra Kumar, VCOAS, Vice Admiral Sanjay
Jasjit Singh, VCNS, Air Marshal AP Singh, VCAS &
Lt Gen JP Mathew, CISC laid wreaths at the National
War Memorial and paid homage to the bravehearts of
the Kargil War.

The Indian Army Contingent for Bastille Day Parade visited the Neuve-Chapelle War Memorial in France and
paid their tributes. The World War I Memorial commemorates the valour of Indian soldiers who fought in France.
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A wreath laying ceremony to commemorate the death A solemn wreath laying ceremony was organised at
anniversary of Brig M Usman, MVC was organised at Captain Manoj Pandey Chowk on 03 July at Lucknow
Jamia Milia Islamia University Cemetery at New Delhi.  Cantonment to pay homage to the braveheart for his
Colonel of the Parachute Regiment, Veterans & serving unbound dedication to the Nation.

officers attended the event & paid homage to the ‘Hero

of Naushera.

Next Edition of Baatcheet will cover the theme ‘Indo Pak War 1965 Special’.
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